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Patty Loew:

Wisconsin, home to many wild and untamed places. Home to animals ordinary and extraordinary. Wisconsin is teeming with wildlife. So with an eye on the sky and foot to path, we go in search of creatures that have inspired Native Americans... (marten growls) Fostered legends in these painted forests and attracted worldwide attention. There is something a little magical about them. Get ready to explore "Wild Wisconsin." 

Male Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable, and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods, and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

Welcome to "Wild Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. There's a growing mystery surrounding an animal my tribe, the Ojibwa, called "Waubeshay," a small but very fierce predator and the clan symbol for the warriors in my tribe. "In Wisconsin's" Jo Garrett shows you why the elusive pine marten is endangered and what's being done to save it in the northwoods of Ashland County.
Jo Garrett:
This is the story we've been following for many years. 

Man:
Did they climb a tree, jump off a tree? 

Jo Garrett:
A mystery. 

Man:
They'll go in and out of the log. 

Jo Garrett:

In the endangered species genre. A mystery to be solved by detective work. 

Man:

We caught it over here. Now she's off over this way. 

Jo Garrett:

Through tracking and elegant traps. 

Man:

Grass in there, and something for them to stay warm. 

Jo Garrett:

And teamwork. 

Man:

This is the infrared camera and that only works at night. 

Jo Garrett:

The mystery centers on this animal, the pine marten, a tiny and tough predator. Weighing in at 1 to 4 pounds this member of the weasel family was always part of Wisconsin's northwoods. The animal was driven from the state by fur trapping around the turn of the century. A recovery effort began in the early 1990s. 

Man:

There we got her. 

Jo Garrett:

Here is the mystery. Unlike other animals that have been reintroduced in the state, pine martens have not thrived. In fact, over the last decade their numbers have declined. Current numbers? Researchers estimate there are fewer than 200 in the Nicolet National Forest and 30 to 100 in the Chequamegon. Here's the question. What's the story with Wisconsin's martens? 

Jonathon Gilbert:

Minnesota has several thousand martens and Michigan has got several hundred. Not quite the same density but both are doing well and thriving. Yet we're stuck in the middle here and we have an endangered species. I think she's probably this way. 

Jo Garrett:

Jonathan Gilbert is a wildlife biologist for GLIFWC, the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission and has studied martens for decades. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

There are all kinds of fresh tracks here. She's been in here. This is where she's hunting and stuff. 

Jo Garrett:

Armed with new, more precise information about exact specifics in habitat that martens prefer. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

She's telling me that she likes this spot a lot. That's an important thing. Now I've learned something from her. I've learned these stumps are important and those are useful places for them. 

Jo Garrett:

Gilbert and GLIFWC and fellow researchers from the Wisconsin department of natural resources and the national forest service joined forces to start a new three-year recovery effort. Their goal, 30 martens like Tweak here, brought in from Minnesota every year for three years. For a total of 90 new martens in the state. So how is it going one year in? Gilbert gave us an update on the first year's twists and turns.
Jonathon Gilbert:

There isn't a manual out there that says how to introduce martens into Wisconsin. 

Jo Garrett:

One very nice thing that happened in study year one involved this study subject. Meet Cherie. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

We put some of these trail cameras that everybody's familiar with now. We put it out on a maternal den site where a female had young. 

Jo Garrett:

In a first for Wisconsin researchers, they caught this. Cherie emerges from the entry of her den at the base of a cedar tree. Look what she has. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

We have pictures of the mother carrying the young out of the den site. So it was very cool and so we were able to actually document that reproduction was occurring. 

Jo Garrett:

In addition they found another pocket of pine martens. The area used for the recovery project stretches for some 20 miles in the Chequamegon. That's larger than the researchers' previous study area and happily it holds martens. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

We found some martens down there that were native animals that had been living there all along. We didn't know about them. They occur over a wider area and there are probably more of them than we thought in the past. That's all good news. 

Jo Garrett:

Understand, these woods are still way short on martens. A sustainable population is around 1,000 animals. They need 700 to 800 more. The work of these researchers, trapping Minnesota martens is critical. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

We wanted 20 females and 10 males. When we bring animals from one place and put them into another, there's two ways you can release them. There is a hard release and a soft release. A hard release is, you go catch them, bring them over here, open the door to the container and let them go. 

Jo Garrett:

The researchers wanted to keep these martens to the special pre-selected areas chock full of the kind of habitat the researchers knew that martens need to thrive. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

So if they take off and run away, they may be running from good to poor habitat and we don't want that to happen. 

Jo Garrett:

So, soft release. Hold them for a few days, get accustomed to the woods. And then just prop the door open and let the martens sneak out and settle in. Well, the martens had their own idea. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

Once we let them go, well, they tended to wander anyhow. Furthest one was 20 miles that he moved, so that was kind of not meeting our objective of trying to hold them in the place. 

Jo Garrett:

In addition, a few martens chipped their teeth trying to chew their way out of the holding pens. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

It's the tip of the tooth would be broken off. 

Jo Garrett:

Still unacceptable. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

For a predator that's not a good thing. That's what they use and how they make their living. 

Jo Garrett:

Their goal is to try to learn as much as they can about the species but still protect the individual animal. It's a constant trade-off. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

Each animal has its own frequency on the collar. 

Jo Garrett:

For example, without radio collars it isn't possible to track the animals. Without tracking there is no information on how the animals like Frank here are doing. But collaring has a down side. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

It's more weight for them to carry when they're hunting or escaping predators. Animals that have to squeeze into tight places to hunt like martens do to get mice. That's a negative. 

Jo Garrett:

To mitigate that negative, a trade-off. Before they started the project they agreed to collar only half the martens they brought in, but the marten must top 600 grams. Another refinement in the three-year project. 

Jonathon Gilbert:

A great opportunity to work with such a cool species. I'm already thinking about the next steps. It's warm in there, huh? Yeah. You want to come out? 
Patty Loew:

Across our state, another comeback is taking flight. Peregrine falcons have been flying high over Wisconsin for centuries. Then, they disappeared. "In Wisconsin" reporter Liz Koerner introduces you to a man pioneering the falcon recovery near Pleasant Prairie. 

Liz Koerner:

You've heard the expression "I's a dirty job but somebody's got to do it." Well, the somebody is Greg Septon. 

Greg Septon:
Peregrine feather from the left shoulder. 

Liz Koerner:

This dirty job, cleaning out a nest box, is one of the many things he does to bring peregrine falcons back to Wisconsin. 

Greg Septon:

By keeping that clean you keep bacteria down, keep a crust from forming on top, you keep extra humidity from being harbored by that crust and it improves the hatch rate tremendously. 

Liz Koerner:

By the mid 1960s, peregrines had been killed off in Wisconsin by the insecticide DDT. They were one of the first species placed on the federal endangered species list. 

Greg Septon:

This year we'll have between 25 and 30 nesting pairs. Last year and the year before, we had 27 pairs nesting both those years. And both in 2007 and 2008, we had a known total of 81 young produced by the same number of pairs. 



The amazing comeback here is due in no small part to Septon's efforts in eastern Wisconsin. In the late 1980s, along with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the DNR, he began releasing peregrines that were raised in captivity. What made them stay was a string of nest boxes mounted on tall buildings along the Lake Michigan shore. 

Greg Septon:

We have a peregrine. She'll come in if I get out of here. 

Greg Septon:

We started a concerted effort to get nest boxes put up along the man-made structures along the western shore of Lake Michigan, which is a major migration route and peregrines love following shorelines. It was like, duh, the ingredients are here, let's pursue it. And today they're all occupied. 



Liz Koerner:

The nest boxes were placed on tall buildings like banks and grain elevators, and the chimneys of power plants like this one at We Energy's facility south of Kenosha. Septon says the owners of these buildings play an important role in peregrine recovery efforts. 

Greg Septon:

They give us access to band the birds and climb up on the buildings, without the corporate buy-in it would not have happened. 

Liz Koerner:

We Energies has taken it a step further by placing web cameras in the nest boxes at all the plants. 

Mike Grisar:

We have web cams situated on each of the nesting boxes that we have installed, six. I think the biggest benefit we gain from that helps Greg out in being able to identify the individual adults that are using the nest sites and pairing up as a nesting pair. 

Liz Koerner:

Since the beginning of the project, 60% of the chicks born in Wisconsin have hatched at the Lake Michigan sites. But because the birds' recovery is so successful, the search for territory and a suitable mate now sends them further afield. 

Greg Septon:

There's enough birds being produced each year that the young need to disperse and look for places to go, and consequently, they are doing that. 

Liz Koerner:

Septon has gotten nest boxes put up at a number of other sites in view of water, including one at Alliant Energy's Columbia generating station along the Wisconsin River near Pardeeville. 

Greg Septon:

Okay, we've got three babies. 

Liz Koerner:

He inspects the sites every spring, to find out which birds have moved in, and to document their success rate. On this visit, he found an astonishing eight eggs had been laid. He later learned only three chicks survived. Even if they survive the competition in the nest, they are not home free. 

Greg Septon:

50 to 70% of the birds are gone the first year. And it's sad, it's tough to see, but it's nature's way of ensuring the best genes are passed on and the birds who survive are tough and will continue. 

Liz Koerner:

Enough birds have survived to send them to another spot near water, the MG&E plant in Madison. Manager Steve Schultz put up this nest box designed by Septon 10 years ago. 

Steve Schultz:

Greg told us we were not really on the beaten path for peregrines, so it might take a little while. But we never thought it would take almost 10 years to get a nesting pair of peregrines. 

Liz Koerner:

As he does at all the sites, Septon risks the wrath of the parents by temporarily stealing the chicks from their nest. He takes them indoors to band them and collect information that helps scientists manage recovery efforts. His volunteer assistant is Schultz's son Cole, who helped build the nest box. 

Greg Septon:

When we band the birds, it allows us to determine just how far they disperse. We had one male that nested at the Edgewater plant in Sheboygan, his name was Sterling, he was produced at 38 Wall St., on Manhattan island.
 
Liz Koerner:

Septon's a sure hand at banding these frightened chicks. Over the years, he's clamped ID bands on more than 500 peregrines. A clear indication of his passion for the special bird. 

Greg Septon:

Take your time, take all the photos you want. The only time you'll get a family portrait of these guys. I have always loved peregrines since I was a kid, and I spent over a quarter of a century working at the Milwaukee Public Museum, that's where I initiated the project and formed a non-profit to raise additional money. I have always loved peregrines. 

Liz Koerner:

Septon now works as a private consultant traveling the state to help the bird he loves. 

Greg Septon:

As long as I'm physically able and capable, I'm going to continue doing it. I love what I'm doing. 

Patty Loew:

Peregrine falcons were de-listed from the federal endangered species list in 1999. Wisconsin DNR officials say peregrine falcon numbers are now at a healthy level and they've started discussions to take them off the state endangered and threatened species list. Whether it's raptors, martens, or wolves, capturing the amazing wildlife footage you've seen on "In Wisconsin" isn't easy. In fact, the task of videotaping the elusive timber wolf is next to impossible. Reporter Jo Garrett shows you how videographer Frank Boll's tenacity paid off with this award-winning report four years in the making at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County. 

Jo Garrett:

Just so you understand, Boll is no novice to nature photography. He's been looking through a lens at animals for decades from moose in Alaska to lions in Africa. He's followed crane hunters in Pakistan and shimmied into a rainforest canopy to capture an avian wonderland in Costa Rica. But nothing, not bull snakes, not bears, not bats, nothing has been as hard to capture as wolves. Adrian Wydeven, a wolf specialist for Wisconsin's Department of Natural Resources. 

Adrian Wydeven:

They're such shy, secretive animals, they travel mostly at night and your chances of seeing them is remote. 

Jo Garrett:

This is the understatement of the century. The project began with much promise with Boll testing his camera equipment in his backyard. 

Frank Boll:

You just have to do a lot of tests. I got two outside cats and they live in a lawn shed. I set it up at their entrance and I would watch what they were doing and see what the camera was doing at different temperatures. 

Jo Garrett:

First kitty cats and then wild critters. Easy, right? No. 

Frank Boll:

It was all eagles when we first started. Eagles came in during the day and used up all the tape. 

Jo Garrett:

Time for Plan B. 

Frank Boll:

That's when we changed to night only. The eagles aren't active and the wolves are mostly nocturnal. 

Jo Garrett:

The night life. And so began an accumulation of animal footage from this wolf project that we came to call "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?"  Lots of animals, but no wolves. Boll would eventually employ a total of three of his own remote cameras around the state. Day and night and baited, checked and monitored by three incredible animal fans. Ron Paresan, a wildlife technician for the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission. Richard King, wildlife biologist at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge and Ron Schultz who works as a wildlife technician for the DNR. This combo of cameras captured just a few wonderful but short wolf moments. And some amazing shots of other animals. Here is a black bear family. Two turkey vultures strut, wings outstretched. Three turkeys, all toms, saunter. Here is a bobcat burying some food morsels. This is a gray fox, completely nocturnal, seldom seen. It looks more feline than canine. This canine, a coyote, had a tough time of it. Boll and others tried a variety of ways to entice in wolves. From dead deer, scented lures, a rotting beaver and in this case a buried turkey carcass. Buried, and to the coyote's dismay, chained down. But the animals gave as good as they got. This is what a black bear weighing in at around 200 pounds can do to a camera. It's not pretty.  And it wasn't just the big guys. This flying squirrel weighing in between 4 to 7 ounces developed an interest in plastic cords and with one bite shut down production. Boll used his remote camera system very successfully on other stories that evolved out of his wolf quest. Like this report we produced on the pine marten. Though he tried the remote cameras on different sites, in a blind, on the ground, in the air, the wolves seldom showed and never stayed for long. Their senses were too sharp. This one hears the camera even though it's muffled by casing. This one looks up and sees not the infrared light. That's invisible, but the slight glow of the light fixture itself. And he's gone.  Until one snowy Saturday this January after four years of effort, a visitor. For four minutes the wolf trotted across a frozen lake and then away from the camera. Amazingly, this visual cornucopia continued the next day. 

Frank Boll:

I was sitting in the blind looking out the north window. I looked back to the west over here and I see two wolves coming across the frozen lake. They actually started to come towards me. They came within 200 yards I would suspect and the lead wolf stopped and looked at the blind. All of a sudden he took off running straight to the north and he looked over his shoulder as he's running. It is a giveaway that they have seen you and they aren't going to get closer. 

Jo Garrett:

Once again the wolves' keen senses prevailed and their intelligence. 

Frank Boll:

Sometimes I think they even notice that the blind is there because I'm sitting on top of a hill, not a lot of cover around. I think they know the country so well, their territory, that I believe they know when there is something different there. It would be sort of akin to coming home and finding another sofa in your living room. 

Jo Garrett:

Four years and finally a total of more than 14 minutes of footage. The wolves turn tail and the wolf quest came to a close.  

Patty Loew:

Posting the video that Frank Boll shot of this next creature resulted in millions of hits on the Internet. They're known as the "ghosts of the forest." "In Wisconsin's" Jo Garrett searches for the elusive white deer herd near Boulder Junction.  

Jeff Richter:

Visually they're so unusual and so startling. It looks like a ghost at times just kind of drifting through the woods.  

Jo Garrett:

Jeff Richter is a nature photographer based in Mercer. Some ten years ago Richter took his camera and went to track down a mystery. Local stories of a band of white deer near Boulder Junction. He saw a flash of white. 

Jeff Richter:

And so I stopped and got out of the car and had my cameras with me so I eased over there and all of a sudden the deer popped its head up and I looked eye-to-eye with this white deer and was just instantly hooked by them. 

Jo Garrett:

So began a decade-long quest that has resulted in Richter's recent book, "White Deer." 

John Bates:

Our headlights flash onto a white doe standing right by the road. We were going slow anyway, but the brakes were on, but oh, the intake of breath and, "Oh my God, a white deer." 

Jo Garrett:

John Bates of Manitowish is a well-known Northwoods naturalist and the author of the text of Richter's book. He researched the science and history of these deer in Wisconsin. He discovered that they seem to have been here for ages. They're the subject of Native American legends and they are mentioned in the journals of European explorers. 

John Bates:

There is a pocket here in the Manitowish Waters area, another near Boulder Junction and there are individuals around the state. There seems to be an unusual concentration here in north central Wisconsin. Why, I have absolutely no idea. 

Jo Garrett:

Why the white deer came to flourish in these places no one knows. But there are at least two reasons why they're thriving now. 

John Bates:

Local people protect these deer and feed these deer and we have laws now that prevent people, at least it costs you dearly, if you wish to shoot one in Wisconsin, you'll pay. 

Jo Garrett:

They're protected by state law and cherished by the local communities. And yes, they really are albino. Pink eyes are not required according to Bates' research. 

John Bates:

I've always been told that albino deer had to have pink eyes so I eventually contacted a professor of genetic studies at the University of Minnesota who tried his best to educate me and the bottom line is, he said there are many forms of albinism and pink eyes are a strong likelihood but not a necessity. 

Jo Garrett:
So what will you see in Wisconsin's white deer? 

John Bates:

Pink ears. Their noses will be pink and the eye of an albino deer will be either pink or light blue or gray. The eyes almost look like eyes of a goat. Very different looking so you would have this brilliant white animal with these pink characteristics, ears, nose and hooves. 

Jo Garrett:

So how many of these white deer do we have in Wisconsin? 

John Bates:

If we ran the numbers, we have 1.5 million more or less deer and if we have a one in 20,000 chance of having albinos, 20,000 in the 1.5 million... (laughs) where is my calculator? I don't know. It's not a very big number. 

Jo Garrett:

That rough number, that roll of the genetic dice, doesn't say how many animals will actually survive. Bates, the naturalist, speculates. 

John Bates:

In the summer they'll be far more obvious to a natural predator, but during the winter, which is five months out of the year up here with snow cover, they would have the advantage. Five months versus seven months, maybe it's a tradeoff. 

Jo Garrett:

You can see that roll of the genetic dice played out in individual families. 

Jeff Richter:

I've seen albino does with both brown and white fawns and brown does with albino and brown fawns as well, so they can have both. They seem to not be ostracized from the other deer. At times they seem to be the dominant animal and other times they seem to be a more submissive animal. They just seem to be regular deer as far as the deer are concerned. 

Jo Garrett:

Regular in behavior. Remarkable in appearance. 

Jeff Richter:

We actually have had a couple of stories where clerks overheard people had picked up the book and looking at it and said, boy, this is really neat. If only they were real. 

Jo Garrett:

Oh, they're real, all right. 

Jeff Richter:

They just at times look kind of funny out there, honestly, particularly like summertime where they are sort of sneaking around in the woods and you can see them 100 yards away. They stick out like a sore thumb and doing their usual kind of deer sneaking and it is kind of, you chuckle to yourself. But there is something, just a little different about them and special about them.  

Patty Loew:

Photographer Jeff Richter's pictures and John Bates' text are featured in the book "White Deer, Ghosts of the Forest." The American bald eagle rules the skies over Wisconsin. In 1970, our state's eagle population numbered only 82 pairs. Today, there are more than 1,000. And one of the best places to view them is in Sauk County. We leave you with a reminder of just how lucky we are to have these awe-inspiring birds soaring over the wilds of Wisconsin.  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable, and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods, and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin.     
