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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew.  This week the state's budget crisis threatens to compound the problems that  already exist in Wisconsin's overloaded courts.  

Man:

We're one real complicated case away from a breakdown.  

Patty Loew:

Plus this Marshfield woman's store is  a sole survivor. And in hard economic times, her shoe repair business is booming. What makes Wisconsin odd?  

Man:

A shoe x-ray machine.  

Patty Loew:

Apparently enough to inspire a historical exhibit in Madison.  Those reports this week right here "In Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep  homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy offering energy-saving ideas on the web and by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with  pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for  oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Patty Loew:

We begin with a promise from Wisconsin's governor to do whatever it takes  to balance the state's budget.  Fixing a projected 5.4 billion dollar shortfall won't come easy.  In our continuing series on the economy called “Money Matters,” we take a look at  one state program that's already short. Prosecutors in the district attorney's  offices across Wisconsin are understaffed by nearly 30%.  As Frederica Freyberg reports, that's according to state's own auditors.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Dane county assistant attorney Chris Freeman is always on the run struggling  400 domestic violence cases.  

Chris Freeman:

I have Covert, which is DD, Bradley will be a waiver.  

Chris Freeman:

I feel constantly we're against the gun.  I'd be lying if I didn't say you worry if there are things slipping through  the cracks. It contains the same charges as the criminal complaint.

Judy Schwamle:

Right now I'm working on a case of identity theft.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Deputy DA Judy Schwamle worries about the same thing.  

Judy Schwamle:

My nightmare is a case sitting in one of these piles here that I haven't  gotten to yet involves an offender who is going to commit some more serious  crime.  

Elizabeth Hall, clerk:

The middle of october looks like it's the oldest one.  Oh, middle of september.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Incoming police reports stack up waiting for prosecutors to make charges.  Clerks who manage the stacks say they're overrun.  

Elizabeth Hall:

It's pile maintenance in addition to file maintenance.  A whole new category we've had to develop in the intake office to manage the  backlog.  

Brian Blanchard:

In Dane county the number of sworn law enforcement has doubled in the last  20 years.  We have fewer full-time permanent assistant district attorney positions than  we did 20 years ago.  

Frederica Freyberg:

One of the people sounding the alarm over the shortage of assistant  district attorneys in Wisconsin is Dane County D.A. Brian Blanchard.  

Brian Blanchard:

Since the state took over this program in 1990 it has been pretty much  neglected.  There have not been by and large new positions added to match population  growth.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Population growth means more people to commit crimes, more police means  more arrests.  It all adds up to more cases.  But not more prosecutors to handle them.  

Brian Blanchard:

Victims are competing with each other for our attention.  Judges are waiting for us to appear in court because we're in multiple courts  at the same time.  Police and victims and family victims are waiting for us to charge cases.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Right now there are 430 county prosecutors in Wisconsin but nearly every  county in the state is hungry for more because, according to the state Department of Administration and the Legislative Audit Bureau about 120  assistant district attorneys are needed statewide to meet caseload demand.  Wood County shows the greatest crunch needing more than twice the four  prosecutors it currently has.  The same holds true in places like Monroe County; Brown County is down seven  assistant D.A.s and Dane County needs the most.  An additional 11 prosecutors are needed to handle its caseload.  Dane currently has 28 assistant D.A.s but they're scrambling.  

Suzanne Beaudoin:

There is a great presence of law enforcement on the streets but no one to  be able to address the charging decision in the prosecution of the case; it's  causing greater injury.  And creating further trauma -- this is so, so serious.  I can't emphasize it enough.  

Frederica Freyberg:

In fact, the victim witness office told us to speak with Brian and Kristin Bott to hear what court delays feel like for victims.  

Kristin Bott:

Can you tell me some today this will end?  

Frederica Freyberg:

Their infant suffered Shaken Baby Syndrome after their daycare provider abused him.  It took two years from the time of the babysitter's arrest until she was  sentenced to prison.  

Kristin Bott:

It's re-victimizing.  Every time you try to prep for one of those hearings, you go back to that initial feeling of what you've been through and in the  meantime, in between, you don't heal.  You can't heal.  You don't even try to start healing.  

Frederica Freyberg:

The botts say they had no idea there was a staffing shortage in the D.A.’s  office.  

Brian Bott:

Never once did we feel like our case was not the most important thing to  the people that represented us.  

Brian Blanchard:

People do triage.  I'm really telling attorneys here, look, you'll have to look at your 10, 20  most serious cases and really keep track of them in every respect and you're  going to effectively be doing triage on the balance of them.  

Frederica Freyberg:

He says that means only so many minutes per case file.  Having prosecutors consider plea deals and dismissals.  He calls it “strategies to survive the day” and worries it leads to assembly line justice.  

Melanie Hampton:

It gets very disheartening for officers who put many, many hours into this kind  of work.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Melanie Hampton is a Madison police investigator and member of the Dane County Board.  The documented shortage of prosecutors is out of her hands because for nearly  20 years county prosecutors have been funded by state government.  

Melanie Hampton:

One of the things that I hope the state legislature takes into  consideration is that government does those things that private citizens can't  do for themselves.  Private citizens can't prosecute their own cases.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Governor Jim Doyle's budget will be delivered in February.  But will it include more than $10 million for additional state prosecutors?  

Brian Blanchard:

We're hoping that he will come through on this issue.  It's a front-line public safety issue.  

Frederica Freyberg:

But the governor released a statement to us saying the state audit showing  the need for more prosecutors does not show a compelling or clear need. In  these tough economic times, the state is not filling 3500 jobs that are  currently open.  Staffing increases are particularly difficult.  No staffing increases in District Attorneys’ offices means prosecutors like Chris Freeman.  

Chris Freeman:

It is a constant juggling act.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Will likely not see caseload relief any time soon.  

Patty Loew:

The Wisconsin District Attorney's Association wants to raise the state's  beer and liquor taxes to pay for more prosecutors.  The State Tavern League opposes that idea.  This week on "Here and Now" continuing coverage as Frederica Freyberg  interviews a D.A. from Outagamie County who had to take a second job to pay  the bills.  That's Friday at 7:30 on "Here and Now."  Tough economic times are taxing businesses across Wisconsin.  Through the years, shoe repair shops have been hard hit.  But one of those sole survivors is in Marshfield where Art Hackett reports that  they're seeing an uptick in business as people choose to repair rather than replace.  

Art Hackett:

When we called Nelson Shoe Repair to inquire about a visit, Carol Nelson sounded  anxious to get off the phone.  Every few seconds there was this sound in the background. “Ding dong.”  The cobbler shop was, indeed, busy.  

Carol Nelson:

These are repaired shoes that are waiting for customer pickup.  

Art Hackett:

Nelson has been in business for more than half a century.  

Carol Nelson:

Well, actually 52 years.  We're going on our 53rd year.  

Art Hackett:

She started it with her late husband, denny.  The guy on the right in this picture.  The guy on the left is Don Zaiger.  

Carol Nelson:

I think he's been with us for about 49 years.  

Art Hackett:

Zaiger is in the back at a sowing machine that looks at least 49 years old.  

Don Zaiger:

Been doing it a long time.  

I guess we enjoy it or we wouldn't have stayed at it so long.  

Art Hackett:

He is a retired firefighter and got into the shoe repair business as one of Denny Nelson's customers.  

Don Zaiger:

Denny was too busy.  I had brought some shoes in to get fixed.  I knew what a shoe shop was but that's about it.  And I started working part-time for him.  On-the-job training, they call it.  

Art Hackett:

You came in to get your own shoes fixed?

In 1961?  

Don Zaiger:

Quite a while ago.  

Art Hackett:

What was wrong with those shoes?  

Don Zaiger:

The first ones?  Needed heels.  

Art Hackett:

Heels and soles last longer these days.  Leather uppers and boot zippers are another story.  

Don Zaiger:

This one needs more work on it and when it's done it will zip real nice.  

Art Hackett:

He sees some hiking boots that would qualify as a member of his family.  

Don Zaiger:

This is one of my repair jobs from probably five years ago.  These are probably five years apart.  Now he wanted this done because the leather has a hole in it.  He didn't care what it cost.  He has a lot of miles on them.  

Customer:

Put new elastic in there.  

Art Hackett:

Every pair comes with a story.  A mom brought this shoe in as her daughter was about to sing in a Christmas  concert.  

Carol Nelson:

Thank goodness she has the buckle.  

Art Hackett:

If the buckle were missing nelson says there is probably a pair of  replacements in the shop somewhere in a bin like this one containing zipper  pulls.  

Don Zaiger:

The new slide we have for zippers.  

Art Hackett:

People who repair zippers on boots also repair zippers on jackets.  

Don Zaiger:

A few jackets.  Enter at your own risk.  

Art Hackett:

The store stays busy by repairing lots of different things.  This pair of chain saw safety pants needed a strap repair.  Good thing, Zaiger says, the shoe business isn't what it used to be.  

Don Zaiger:

We're not doing anywhere near the volume.  Not even 10% of what we used to do.  

Carol Nelson:

For a long time my husband and I would be packing shoes until 2:00 in the  morning because we had outreach centers. We had 11 places around the state  that we sent shoes to and repaired shoes.  

Art Hackett:

If you really want to get shoe repair people to wax nostalgic, get them on  the subject of women's high heels.  

Don Zaiger:

The lady's high heels with the tiny tips, even smaller than this, that was  the heyday when you could -- the little tiny tips were in style.  

Carol Nelson:

And those we would do lift and toe tips on because, of course, when there  is something really long you're going to drag it.  You're going to hit that point of toe every time you come down.  

Art Hackett:

Above the counter there is a framed newspaper article.  It says the cobbler trade is waning.  The date on that article is 1993.  

Carol Nelson:

That was probably when someone noticed that the shops were disappearing.  

Art Hackett:

The same newspaper carried the most recent article saying the cobbler trade  is on the mend.  

Carol Nelson:

We need to fill in the gaps.  

Art Hackett:

An economic gap between customers who need footwear and their ability to  afford new shoes.  And a gap in generations between Marshfield's matrons of the 60s and their  grandchildren.  

Carol Nelson:

I think young people are starting to come in and repair things.  We get a lot of purse repairs.  And actually we've heard them say that.  I used to throw them away and someone told me I could have them repaired.  If they feel tight you can put fillers in there.  

Art Hackett:

Carol nelson has spent a lifetime in the shoe business.  

Carol Nelson:

We were kids, we were 19 when we started.  

Art Hackett:

And 53 years later she hasn't stopped.  Even though some people expected the run would end when her husband passed  away.  

Carol Nelson:

I started getting calls from people and they said, you know, are you going  to open?  And I said -- I told my kids I'm opening the store.  I don't have any kids that are interested.  

Art Hackett:

But her customers still are.  

Patty Loew:

In central Wisconsin only three shoe repair shops are still in business.  President Barack Obama says his priority is getting Americans back to work.  But one of his administration's first actions will be to work out the kinks in  the nationwide mandatory switch to digital TV.  It is supposed to happen February 17th.  However, Congress is considering pushing that date back to June 12th.  The primary reason?  Millions of Americans aren't ready.  Reporter Andy Soth has been ready since last summer and takes you through some  easy steps to get connected.  

Andy Soth:

Maybe you've already heard about the transition to digital television.  You might have seen these spots on Wisconsin Public Television about the transition.  As a public TV employee I've been hearing about it for years but today I can  finally do something about it.  As a public television employee I don't exactly have the cash on hand to go out and buy a new digital TV.  

Art Hackett:

People should watch television over the air, with an antenna, the way God  intended it.  

Andy Soth:

I don't want to get a bill for cable and satellite.  If you subscribe to those services you don't need to worry.  Your provider will take care of you.  If you're like me and get your television over the air through an antenna, you  are going to have to take action.  You'll need to get one of these digital converter boxes; there are many to  choose from, but they all make it possible to watch digital TVon a non-digital  set.  I've been waiting to buy the converter box until I got the discount coupons in  the mail.  I signed up to receive them on this website.  These coupons are more like the gift cards chain stores sell.  They cover $40 of the cost of the converter box.  Each household is qualified to get two of them.  The U.S. government provides the coupons because the transition is a federal  mandate.  It promises to be a huge step up in quality not just on high definition sets, even the converter  signal on old TVs will be clearer.  Plus more channels will be available over the air.  Like the digital transition in music from album to CD to mp3, the digital  broadcast transition creates opportunity.  The move to digital TV will free up space for the airwaves that the government  can lease out for new communication technology, like data delivery to hand held devices and who  knows what else.  You can think of these coupons as your personal slice of that pie.  Okay, I have my coupons.  Let's go shopping.    

Brad Fritter:

Hi, how are you doing?  

Andy Soth:

Good.  

I've got my coupons so I want to find out about getting a digital  converter.  

Brad Fritter:

Okay.  I've seen a few of those in the last month or so.  It's been quite popular.  Still use an antenna?  

Andy Soth:

Yes.  

Brad Fritter:

Rabbit ears?  Right around the corner we'll show you that box.  We carry a zenith box, a digital-analog converter box.  It will allow your old TVs to work with the new signal over the air.  You plug your antenna into here.  When we make the switch in February 17th, 2009 this is what you'll need for an  analog TV set in order to receive a digital signal.  

Brad Fritter:

The price of this box is $49.95 plus tax.  Your coupon will be for $40.  You'll have to pay the additional charge which will be roughly after tax  around $12 for that box.  

Andy Soth:

All right.  I have my box.  Decided to hook it up.  The manual provides clear instructions.  Plug in my antenna.  And then this will go to my TV.  Just match the colors.  Put the power in there.  Back into the TV here.  The converter box generates an on-screen menu that scans and locates the  digital channels.  Okay, look, I'm getting multiple versions of Wisconsin Public Television.  This is great.  I have twice the channels I had before, the picture is terrific.  I don't have to pay a monthly cable or satellite bill and a with a one-time  investment of just over $10 I'm ready for the digital transition.  Review, if you watch television over the air with an antenna here is what you  should do:  Log onto the DTV website, or call the number and wait for your coupons to  arrive in the mail.  Then go to a retailer, purchase the box.  Come back home, plug it into your antenna and TV, and the last step, sit, watch  and enjoy.  

Patty Loew:

If you haven't applied for your converter box coupons you should know there  is a waiting list.  The government program ran out of money and a new coupon initiative is in the  works but chances are you won't get the coupons in time for the February 17th  switch.  You can get much more information about DTV by going to our website at  wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Watching TV, the rest of the nation might think Packer fans in blaze orange and  cheese heads are a bit odd, but there are a lot more oddities and historical  facts about our state that make Wisconsin stand out.  "In Wisconsin" reporter Liz Koerner shows you an intriguing exhibit at the  Wisconsin Historical Museum where odd Wisconsin is on display for all to see.  

Liz Koerner:

In the basement of the Wisconsin Historical Society, there are hundreds of  thousands of pieces of our state's history.  Items that are normally hidden from view.  Recently, a handpicked selection of these intriguing items have been put on  display.  The exhibit is called “Odd Wisconsin.”  Joe Kapler, exhibit curator, took us on a tour starting with an item that is  not only odd, but dangerous.  

Joe Kapler:

What we have in front of us here is something maybe that older visitors to  the exhibition are going to remember.  Maybe when they went to get their new shoes they stepped up and put their feet  into a fluoroscope, a shoe x-ray machine.  And through these portals at the top you could see where the salesman would  look in and perhaps mom or a spouse would look in on the other and look down  into and get a realtime x-ray view of their foot.  The idea was that through careful viewing of the foot you could get a better- fitting shoe.  

Liz Koerner:

What the clerks and customers didn't know was that the fluoroscope was  spitting out dangerous levels of radiation.  By 1960, 34 states, including Wisconsin, had banned their use.  By that time nearly 10,000 fluoroscopes had been sold in the United States  alone.  Another odd but helpful device was found in beauty parlors starting in the  1920s.  This contraption is a permawave machine.  

Joe Kapler:

Each of the ends of the electrical cords, are little mini curling irons.  A rod and clamp would be heated up and the hair would be wrapped around that.  Chemicals and hours, those clamped to your head you could get the curly hairs  you desired.  

Liz Koerner:

Another item that attracted female consumers was the paper dress.  

Joe Kapler:

In the late 60s that had become an international craze of paper dresses and  even some of the major high-end dress manufacturers started making some paper  dresses, but that idea came from a Wisconsin paper company.  

Liz Koerner:

The dresses were made by Scott paper company and cost $1.25.  It started out as a marketing gimmick to promote Scott toilet paper, napkins  and paper towels.  Within six months orders for half a million dresses flooded the company making  it impossible to produce their primary products.  They chose to end their paper dress promotion.  

Man:

Here we go.  

Liz Koerner:

Even though the exhibit is called odd Wisconsin, Kapler says not every item  is off-the-wall.  

Joe Kapler:

Some things will last because they're whimsical.  Other things are a bit more serious.  You'll be “hum, what, huh?”  

Liz Koerner:

One of the most spectacular pieces is a tuxedo jacket worn by Wisconsin's  own piano great Liberace. The jacket is a sparkling gem that weighs in at six and half pounds.

Joe Kapler:

We regularly use auction catalogs; there are treasures that belong back in Wisconsin.  We were able to purchase this through an endowment fund we have for purchasing  artifacts.  Although most of the items that come to the Historical Society Museum  collections come through donation.  

Liz Koener:

One of the artifacts was donated by artist Marge Engelman.  

Marge Engelman:

The piece is entitled the land of the freed-up woman.  

Liz Koerner:

She made it in 1971 in the early days of the feminist movement.  

Marge Engelman:

I was inspired by at the time we thought the feminists had burned their  bras.  They really never did but it was inspired by them.  About the same time the pill came out and the pill came in the format that you  see in the field of blue.  It seemed like they were symbols of women's having more freedom.  I was in Green Bay at the time and there were a lot of positive reactions, but  then, of course, there were people who thought I was desecrating the flag.  

Liz Koerner:

This walleye made out of concrete also represents a period of time in  Wisconsin history when emotions ran high.  During the late 1980s protestors in northern Wisconsin confronted Native  Americans at boat landings.  The Indians were exercising their treaty rights to fish for walleye with  spears.  Gregg Guthrie is a Native American.  He donated this artifact.  

Gregg Guthrie:

The idea of the walleye was that these concrete walleyes would be planted  in the lakes and the Indian spearers would mistake it for a real walleye and  spear the concrete walleye and break their spears.  The concrete walleyes didn't move like the real walleyes so they weren't much  of a real decoy.  

Liz Koerner:

The odd Wisconsin exhibit has many more intriguing items on display.  Each with its own remarkable story.  Curator Joe Kapler is counting on curiosity to help connect visitors with  their past.  

Joe Kapler:

This is all part of our past and it helps shape the world we live in today.  If you can get that in these kind of neat, tidy little stories I think that's  a great way to be accessible to history.  

Patty Loew:

That exhibit will remain at the Wisconsin historical museum in Madison into  next year, but this spring some of the material will be changed out for new  items.  If you'd like more information, just go to wpt.org/InWisconsin for links and  web resources.  That's our show for this week.  We leave you with a look now at the harbor in Algoma.  I'm Patty Loew.  Have a great week "In Wisconsin."    

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep  homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web, and by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with  pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for  oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

