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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week travel with a team of firefighters into one of the most dangerous places on earth, the heart of a raging fire. Meet a young Tibetan woman and discover how she found a home half a world away in Wisconsin. And find out why this Blanchardville bird house builder has a serious nesting instincts. We'll also show you how Lake Delton homeowners reacted to a newly released Department of Transportation plan to rebuild their community "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

Could you imagine being forced to leave your hometown, your homeland forever? Being forced to leave your loved ones behind? That's the life that many people from Tibet have had to live. But after fleeing Chinese oppression in Tibet and living for years in Indian refugee camps, many Tibetan exiles found a sense of community once again, the catch, as producer Liz Koerner reports, is they had to travel half a world away, just south of Madison to find it. 

Liz Koerner:

Tibetans gather here on special days to pray and to celebrate. (( The Deer Park Buddhist Center welcomes Tibetan exiles who want to keep their religion and culture alive. Tenzin Pelkyi has come to Deer Park to be with other Tibetans on this holiday.  It(s the 6th of July, the birthday of their spiritual leader, his holiness the Dalai Lama. 

Pelkyi:

This is like the same as the monasteries, the temples in India. It's a great replica of the life we used to have. It's a very community feeling. 

Koerner:

Like many refugees Pelkyi has felt the pain of being separated from loved ones. She was born in a remote Tibetan refugee settlement in the mountains of northern India. 

Pelkyi:

It felt very small. You knew everybody. If there was like one new person in the town it was like everybody would know. 

Koerner:

She remembers how good it felt to live in a place where she was surrounded by other Tibetans. 

Pelkyi:

It was a center for Tibetan government in exile. We have all the offices there. The place is very nationalistic, everybody is so proud. Yeah, I(m Tibetan.

Koerner:

Many Tibetans in the refugee settlement saw America as a land of opportunity. When the United States opened its borders to a limited number of refugees in 1992, Tibetan families in India were faced with a tough choice. 

Pelkyi:

So when that news came to India, there was a question like who will go? So everybody thought alright, we(ll pick one name from each family and there would be no hard feelings. My mom was one of those 1,000 people who got selected. 

Koerner:

Pelkyi's mother left behind a husband and four young children. 

Pelkyi:

My mom left for the US when I was seven and at that time the youngest was around 2 or 3 years old. 

Koerner:

Through time, Pelkyi developed a deep devotion to her father, a man who escaped from Tibet to India after fighting in the Revolutionary Army. 

Pelkyi:

He talked about that a lot and that kind of kept Tibet alive in our family. He always wanted to go back but he never got to so I always think ‑‑ it was one of my dreams to go back with him. 

Koerner:

In the year 2000, Pelkyi's father made the heartbreaking sacrifice to send his children to join their mother in America. He chose to stay behind. Pelkyi was 16 years old. 

Pelkyi:

My dad, he wanted all of us to be here because he knew we would have a better future than we would have in India. 

Pelkyi:

Ready? 

Koerner:

What Pelkyi saw in her future was getting a good education. After completing her senior year of high school in Madison, she began working during the summer at an assisted living facility. She's also studying for a degree in nursing at the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. Her father passed away a few years ago but she hasn't given up entirely on their shared dream. 

Pelkyi:

I hope that someday I'll be able to work with Tibetans and especially Tibetans who are in Tibet who are in dire need of good healthcare and education. 

Koerner:

Until then, Pelkyi gives time to the Tibetan community here at home as a volunteer at the new Deer Park Temple. Her dedication to helping others stems from her upbringing in India where the Buddhist religion permeates everyday life. 

Pelkyi:

You have to always think about the community. It is always about the larger whole rather than thinking of your individual. 

Koerner:

She says helping at Deer Park helps her feel connected to her culture and her past. 

Pelkyi:

It gives me my sense of belonging. 

Koerner:

The new temple at the Deer Park Buddhist Center is almost complete. Wisconsin Public Television has documented this ambitious project in a program called "The Teacher's New Temple." The report you just saw is an excerpt from that special. You can watch the entire program when it premieres next Thursday evening, July 24th, at 7:30. Our next report features an entirely different rebuilding project. Ever since their homes and lives as they knew them were swept away by flood waters in early June, the residents of Lake Delton have been left high and dry. Reporter Art Hackett was in the Sauk County community Wednesday night when state officials presented a rebuilding plan. How did it go over with the community? Stay tuned. 

Art Hackett:

Lake Delton vanished June 10th when lake water overflowed Sauk County Highway A as it cut a new path to the Wisconsin River. Surveyors from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation were at work at the site this week preparing to repair the highway and restore the lake's north wall so Lake Delton can be refilled. 

Tim Fromm:

This is the start of my driveway right here. 

Hackett:

Tim Fromm owned one of the five houses destroyed on June 10th. He described events the night his home washed away. 

Fromm:

We came back and on our way back someone said one of the rental houses just went into the water and I said what are you talking about? And then by the time we got over here, we witnessed the second one go in. I said to my wife, it makes no sense to watch our house go in and then we subsequently got to see it 5,000 times on CNN and... 

Hackett:

On Wednesday, Fromm and other homeowners gathered near where their homes used to be shortly before they were to find out the state's plans to rebuild the area where they once lived. 

Fromm:

I technically still own the property but 90% of it is 30 feet below where it used to be. The other 10% is at where the current elevation was. 

Hackett:

They've already been told their insurance won't cover their losses. 

Fromm:

It was basically earth movement in our case. 

Lake Delton Homeowner:

Same with us. 

Tom Pekar:

We have an insurance policy that says loss of use. No good because there is earth movement. 

Hackett:

What has your life been like the last month? 

Fromm:

It's been a blur at least for us because it happened so fast. It's been frustrating because the Village of Lake Delton has done absolutely nothing to help us. We've actually had to take it to a higher appeal and we've been working with the Governor's office. Who, thank God, has stepped in and willing to at least listen. 

Hackett:

As they met with state officials Wednesday night, they learned the state would not be restoring their lots to their original condition. 

Bill Oliva:

What we're proposing for a replacement structure is a combination of an embankment for Lake Delton and County Trunk Highway structure. 

Hackett:

DOT Project Manage Bill Oliva laid out a bare bones plan. A new highway with two 12‑foot lanes and a minimal amount of right‑of‑way on either side. The land where the homes once stood will become part of the lake, a small bay with square sides. The goal is to make sure the new road won't collapse if this year's improbable events repeat. 

Oliva:

For example, an sheet piling anti‑seepage well running down the center of the embankment to prevent seepage and things of that nature.

Hackett:

Since this is a highway project, the DOT will be acquiring a right‑of‑way which means the homeowners will get something in return for the loss of their land. Most of the homeowners left before the meeting was done, Tim Fromm said by and large they were satisfied with the way negotiations were going. 

Fromm:

It looks like we're getting to a place where there will be some negotiations where we'll receive some compensation for our loss. Obviously we would have loved to have our home back but based on the circumstances, I think that it was impossible. 

Hackett:

The payments from the DOT will allow the homeowners to make plans. 

Fromm:

At this point we have nothing so even if we have something it is going to help pay off mortgages and help take the next steps to the rebuilding process. 

Hackett:

DOT Project Manager Bill Oliva says the price tag for the project hasn't been determined. The department hopes to have it completed by December. If mother nature cooperates, the lake will be refilled by the Spring of 2009. In the meantime, mother nature is having her way. Grass is starting to grow on the lake bed. In the right light it looks like it could host a golf tournament instead of a ski show. 

Loew:

We'll bring you updates as the rebuilding process gets underway in Lake Delton. If you're looking at having to clean up, repair or rebuild your home after flood damage, we have a number of resources on our website that you might want to check out. The address is wpt.org/inwisconsin. In the years since we've been on the air with "In Wisconsin" we've taken you to a lot of unusual places, under water to the bottom of Lake Michigan, 500 feet up a cliffside at Devil's Lake. Deep into a snow‑filled bear den. But this next report is a first. This week, Producer and Videographer  Will Salzmann continues his occasional series, (Unseen Places( by taking us into the heart of a raging, smoke‑filled fire. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Baptism by fire. Tasting the heat, taking the shineoff. It's known by many names but technically it's called a controlled training burn. A rite of passage that firefighters all over the world experience as part of their training. It's this environment, the heat, the smoke, the chaos, that helps train firefighters to prevent the most dangerous stage of a fire's life. If unchecked the temperature in a room on fire surpasses 1200 degrees. When this happens, everything, even the carbon monoxide in the very air itself ignites ‑‑ it's the stage firefighters fear most. It is called flashover. 

Firefighter:

It's going to flash. Watch it here. 

Freyberg:

The morning of a training burn begins with a briefing where Assistant Chief Gary Gillitzer passes on details of the day's activities. Once at the location of the plan to burn, crews position the equipment. The supply of water is established. Hoses are run. And the house is carefully prepared for the burn. Before the fire is lit, everyone tours the structure one last time, exits and escape routes are pointed out. 

Gary Gillitzer:

Bedroom, bedroom.  They(ll be no burns upstairs. This is what's up here. Okay? 

Freyberg:

Now it's time for the firefighters to don their air packs.  It(s called packing up. The last step before entering the house is a buddy check. Each firefighter has to be checked to ensure that no bare skin is exposed. Finally, it's time. Everyone is ready, the fire has been lit and the first attack team makes entry. We've all seen fires in movies, flames leaping and dancing in a perfectly clear room. This is the reality. It's incredibly hot, it's dark and it's nearly impossible to see. It is for this reason the thermal imaging cameras were created. Not only do these tools show firefighters exactly where the fire is, they help them locate victims in a fraction of the time it used to take. In many ways, fire is a living thing. It eats, grows, reproduces and breathes. A lot of time is spent during these burns not only learning to cope with the evironment but studying how a fire behaves. 

Gillitzer:

Get out and switch off. Get behind the line. 

Freyberg:

Finally, when a fire has grown too hot for firefighters to attack it directly, Chief Aaron Harris calls for a technique called a blitz attack. 

Aaron Harris:

We'll go at this from the original door. You'll have to knock the fire back out of the way. Blitz when you can. Many lessons are learned during these training burns, both technical and personal. No one really knows how to attack a fire until they've done it. No one really knows what they could face until they have felt the heat. It's only through intensive, realistic training that firefighters learn to control not only fire, but also their fears. 

Harris:

Blitz attack is really an offensive attack. You're going after it to knock it back to get inside and you did it. 

Loew:

Will Salzmann tells us that the blitz attack you saw in that report was put into use by the same Middleton Fire Department Crew just this past weekend. They fought a seven‑hour long blaze. In the end they were able to stop the fire, save some of the family's possessions and the family pet. 

Loew:

Our final report is about a man and his passion for building homes. Lots and lots of really tiny homes. Gordon Larson of Blanchardville estimates that he's built close to 3,000 bluebird bird houses. Bluebirds have suffered a drastic decline in their historic range during the past 50 years so Larson decided to take matters into his own hands. Producer Joanne Garrett spent a day with Larson and his many feathered friends. [birds chirping] 

Gordon Larson:

Those are bluebird houses up there. Bluebirds were just about extinct around here. When I was small, when I used to go out and get the cows, bluebirds on every post pert near. Back in the 40s and early 50s. Years ago they had all wooden posts and they used to make the holes in the wooden posts. Anything that was rotted out they built a nest in just in a little cavity. They are a very pretty bird. They're really pretty and I love to see them here. I don't know what is in this one here. This is a new house about three weeks ago I put it up here. I've seen bluebirds around here but I don't know if they're nesting here or not. See what we can find out. We'll see what's in there. That's a bluebird nest. Look at there. Three nice eggs. She's still laying. Makes me happy. I have made over 2,700, 2,715 this is. Put the right side panel on first. Okay, now we're going to put the left side on. And then I put the bluebird houses out, the first time I come down here and put one up, I had ‑‑ I think I had two of them up here and I come down there and there was eight bluebirds trying to fight over the first house. Well, I went and got three more houses and I put like one up there, one there and one up there. The next day they were all filled. Okay, I don't know what's in this one. We'll check it and see. It might not be nothing. It's a bluebird. Four eggs. Four blue eggs in there. I just redone it and brought it out here a week ago and it's already got bluebirds in it. They like that open area and them beef cows keep it down. They like that. Open area. As much open as you can. They like the open fenceline. Something crushed all the eggs in there. There was five eggs in that one last week. A bluebird can't fight a sparrow off very good. Sparrows are pretty mean. They'll go right in the box and kill the young bluebirds. Many times I went out checking the houses and found out that maybe they will be fighting over a house or something like that but I just take another one up that they can see and pretty soon the problem is over. They all got a house. That's what's really encouraged me to do more on the bluebirds. This one could have a sparrow in it because I saw a sparrow fly off the top of the house there. A sparrow. I give them away. I don't charge because I want to do something for the community. Now it's ready for the top. It's costly, $2,000 a year. That's what goes ‑‑ that's no labor or anything, that's just expense on the truck, material and now they're furnishing the materials. I get calls every day. Some want to bring lumber and screws and they want me to keep on doing this as long as I can. They'll bring me the supplies, so I do it. I'm glad to do it. They'll tell me ever since I put houses up there, the bluebirds and quantities have just come right back. I think we're in luck. Four bluebird eggs. Four nice bluebird eggs in there. Everywhere I go now, they tell me one thing, boy, you sure brought our bluebirds back with all them houses. The other day a guy come and got a bunch of houses and told his buddy up by Dodgeville he put up a bluebird house. He said I don(t have any bluebirds.  And he said why don(t you take one of these houses that I give him and put it up and two days later he had a bluebird in it. He was happy. He wanted more. The bluebird man. 

Loew:

The Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin is a non‑profit organization dedicated to the bluebird's revival in the state. The Association can provide information on building your own bluebird nesting box and how to serve as a bluebird monitor. You can find a link to that organization and more information about all of our stories on our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. That's our program for this week. Join us next time when we'll explain how things are getting steamy at the paper and pulp mill as they try to move from bankruptcy to banner times. We'll introduce you to a family that wants you to know that logging is more than clear‑cutting every tree. And we'll tell you how one community turned a little‑used sandy strip into one of the best beaches around. That's next time. In the meantime we leave you with a walk along Little Sand Bay Beach near Bayfield. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

