Hello! I'm Martha White, your host for "Teaching Through Technology", a continuing series which highlights classroom uses of technology. From
chalkboards to electronic whiteboards, drawing tables to drawing software, teachers have always adapted technology tools to help their students learn.  With technology changing faster than ever before, educators are challenged to integrate these new tools into their teaching in meaningful ways. In each
program, teachers will share their ideas and techniques for using a wide variety of technology tools to enhance learning for all of their students.

In this program we see how the 6 + 1 writing traits program can benefit students at each grade level when technology is included in the learning process.    First we will see how using a variety of software creates a strong foundation for elementary students in Dodgeville.   Then we’ll meet a group of middle school students in Necedah who are incorporating the 6 +1 writing traits while researching Greek history and myths. Finally we’ll join students at Mauston High School and learn how they use technology in their American studies class and why paying attention to the writing traits still helps them.

At Dodgeville elementary 3rd grade students are getting a great start thanks to technology and 6 + 1 writing traits that their teacher, Janelle Narveson, uses in all subjects.  The traits are ideas, organization, voice, fluency, convention and the plus 1, is presentation.  Janelle has a variety of unique ways to use technology and make writing an enjoyable experience.  

Janelle Narveson at Dodgeville segment
Janelle feels so strongly about using technology to improve student performance that she even presents to teachers at conferences and conventions. She says if she can do it anyone can.

Language arts teacher, Mary Alice Lasswell and social studies teacher, Kris Saylor have chosen to teach Greek myths and history using 6 + 1 writing traits. Their collaboration has spawned Greek experts at Necedah Middle School – and by using the 6 + 1 writing traits the students projects are showing a new sophistication.  

Mary Alice Lasswell and Kris Saylor at Necedah Segment

Studying the past and preparing for the future by honing those technology skills seems to be a good match in Necedah.  Keep up the good work!

At Mauston High School juniors are connecting history and literature in a class called “American Studies.”  English Teacher, Kathy DeVoe and History teacher, Judy Cummings partner up and utilize 6+1 writing traits in their rubrics to guide the students to create awesome presentations …... and learn a lot in the process.
Kathy DeVoe and Judy Cummings at Mauston High School Segment

Using 6 + 1 to be clear and focused even helps Kathy and Judy as professionals. They told me that they revisit those traits every time they write anything.
Our thanks to the teachers and students from the Dodgeville, Necedah and Mauston School Districts.

The educators you have seen today have demonstrated a medley of ways to use
new tools to enhance teaching and learning. By experimenting with these technologies, they are discovering different ways to teach and to relate to their students. We hope that this program has sparked your imagination, and added a few new images to your vision of teaching through technology. Until next time, I'm Martha White.

If you would like more information about any of the technologies or projects that were featured in this program, please contact the Wisconsin Educational Communications Board or visit their Web page at www.ecb.org and select Teaching Through Technology.
