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Standard Open Martha On Camera:

Hello! I'm Martha White, your host for "Teaching Through Technology", a
continuing series which highlights classroom uses of technology. From
chalkboards to electronic whiteboards, drawing tables to drawing software,
teachers have always adapted technology tools to help their students learn.
With technology changing faster than ever before, educators are challenged
to integrate these new tools into their teaching in meaningful ways. In each
program, teachers will share their ideas and techniques for using a wide
variety of technology tools to enhance learning for all of their students.

In this program we will explore how using video technology lets students create innovative projects and explore careers.  First we will visit high school students at  Waupun high school who are using Dazzle software to incorporate video into power point presentations. Then we’ll see how video is used by a different age level when we visit a Middle School in Beloit where students are teaching their peers about the Middle ages using I-movie.  Next we’ll see how middle school students in Madison are shooting and editing digital video productions over their summer break. Finally we’ll take a behind the scenes look at the public television video production Teen Connection.

At Waupun High School business education teacher Debbie Liesing’s students are getting dazzling results. With the help of technology coordinator, Denise Leong, the students are using Dazzle video editing software  to incorporate clips into their power point presentations. 

Segment 1

Denise Leong / Debbie Liesing

Denise: I had to look really hard to find a video editing program that ah would work well with a PC and be affordable so when we decided to try to meet ah the Wisconsin state standards ah and one of the standards includes that the students know how to do video editing I started looking for um a program that was easy to use, relatively inexpensive for schools um and I found after a lot of searching ah and a lot of experimentation ah the staff will ??? and ah we found that it worked really well, ah it was simple, it probably wasn’t the highest end video editing program there was but um we found that our teachers could use it and that was what was most important.  So ah we have teachers from kindergarten through high school that have used it and that was enough for me to um believe that that would be good for our students.

Debbie:  We are using Dazzle to um integrate video into a PowerPoint presentation.  Um it’s my advanced computer applications class.  With this class students are working towards being Microsoft Office specialists in Word, Excel and PowerPoint and one of the components of PowerPoint is to incorporate a video clip into a presentation.  So um we I became familiar with Dazzle through our computer coordinator and um I decided that that would be a good program for my students to start with.  It’s real easy to use and it incorporates um video, sound and text

Denise:  There is a connection um that Dazzle provides ah for you.  Ah if you have an old VCR ah that needs that runs analog um and you need to connect it to the computer which is digitized, Dazzle has a little contraption that comes ah with it that has cables ah you connect to your computer with the USB cable and you connect to your um VCR either with S video or with those old RCA cables and what’s nice for our teachers is those are color coded so they can plug everything in correctly without a lot of help and ah that Dazzle ah device serves as a conduit so for recording from a VCR it will go from the VCR into the computer ah and vice versa.

Debbie: We talk about them um components of what makes a good layout, being consistent, be ah having repetition, um you know how your, your pictures where they’re placed on the slide, having clear pictures, having appropriate music, having clear music.  Um just all the components that make a, a presentation look professional so they um in computer applications they do a PowerPoint and, and if a um definitely a easier lower level PowerPoint assignment that they have to do and at that point we even talk about some of those things and critique each other and say you know that would look better if, if you didn’t include Word art in that or if you would have transitin, transitioned you slide a little bit different.  So um they learn what goes in to a professional looking presentation.

Denise:  When I talk about Dazzle and what it’s capable of doing um I’ll talk about the idea that you can take video um specifically from ??? or digital camera or even a ready made clip and be able to splice it and get out pieces that you don’t want, um to be able to combine it with other clips of videos so that you can have a smooth running um movie about a topic with many different segments and so I guess I tell them it’s capable of doing that and having smooth transitions ah with the addition of being able to do ah text, layovers, ah voiceovers and ah even music layovers so um I usually try when I describe to show people a finished product and then they get an idea of what, what they can do with it.

Debbie: Students will be using a rubric to help them guide um help guide them through their presentation and what, what it does is it spells out exactly what’s required of the assignment so for example they need to have a minimum of fifteen slides um and they need to incorporate um three different video clips.  Two of the video clips have to have multiple segments in them and music and text included and it has to be of course air free and it needs to be transitioned within the PowerPoint presentation itself and it has to be right to be able to be used and presented um to other people.

Debbie:  Students will have the opportunity to create a promotional presentation for either a club, a sport or a department like the science department or art department um and the goal will be to um encourage other students to get involved in one of these organizations so they get to choose whatever interests them the most and then these presentations will be giving to those um coaches or advisors or teachers and then hopefully they’ll be able to use them to get students interested in those areas.

Debbie: They are required to do one interview of the teacher, coach, advisor.  They are required to do two interviews with students that are currently involved in those areas and then they are required to have two clips of activities that those um clubs or sports teams so um they know about this in advance so then they have some time to go out and get those video clips, just real short ones but you know just something to show other students what these organizations are doing.  So and we also have a media productions department and we will be sharing um footage with them.

Denise: We have students who are in an after school club and ah it’s um it’s an organization that ah helps kids do things besides hang out on the street and ah what we’ve done in there is we’ve had them use Dazzle to create any kinds of projects that they wanted and what I found there as the ah ha is that these kids are excited about staying after school

Debbie: Kids love hands on projects.  They love projects that are gonna actually be used by other people that other people get to see.  Um they see the value of it more.

Denise: What I really like is that the teachers just get turned on to the technology.  That um that they see it as a way to get their kids excited about learning and so as far as you know what is it that Dazzle has specifically that’s great for teachers um it’s more of it’s such an exciting program and so different um that it makes learning fun.  So what I find probably the best component about Dazzle is that it gets people excited about the classroom and whatever content area the teacher decides to put into it, whatever what the project is that the student has, it doesn’t matter if they have eh what do I wanna say, they have fun learning, if they’re excited about learning um there are many different things they learn just by using the software whether its cooperation or tenacity or diligence or organization or even the technical skills.

Martha On Camera:

Debbie says the students have about two to three weeks to complete the Dazzle project.

Choose an interesting point in ancient history and mix in a little new technology and you’ve got a project that is guaranteed to be a great learning opportunity.  6th grader’s in

Evie Owens class at McNeel Middle School in Beloit are researching the middle ages and with the help of Perry Tinsley and I – Movie these students are creating their own projects to teach about the Middle Ages.


SEGMENT 2

Tinsley / Owens

Tinsley:  With video just about anything possible and eh just seeing the kids eyes light up was they saw the costumes, you could just see the wheels starting to roll in their head like oh man now I, I now we wanna take our, our project different direction.  Um in the design process it, it helps em to they hafta be organized.  Ah once they start getting their clips into the, the um I-Movie they’re going to realize that hey we’ve gotta organize this to get our point across

Owens: So one of their or their first requirement was to read through the chapter and take notes to prepare for this project and after they had a feel for the chapter and knew what the Middle Ages was all about and the different concepts about the Middle Ages then they were able to select a topic.  From that topic then I told them they had to become the expert on that topic because they were then gonna teach the rest of the class everything there was to know about the cl, that topic.  However, in their teaching they had to be the best creative person they possibly could be by using any means other than standing in front of the class and reading a report and that’s where the technology fits in.

Tinsley: Whether they’re doing a puppet show or a play or interview and they are capturing that on video, they go and just hook up one cable to the camera into a computer running I-Movie which happens to be Mackintosh only and they can easily put the import button and their video just starts importing into the computer.  Once their videos imported then they can make some decisions on where to cut that you know cut their story line, how they, how do they want to organize their clips to get their message across.

The students can add titles, um they can add special effects, they can add transitions between their clips and I-Movie is non linear, I mean they can tape stuff at different times and put it anywhere into their movie and ah to, to tell a story.  If something if they recorded something incorrectly or wanted to do a scene again they could do it, import it and ah place it anywhere in the movie.

Owens: I gave the boys and girls a goal sheet and on this goal sheet I outline my expectations for them and my main objective is I told the boys and girls that they would have to become experts on their topic since I was not going to be teaching anything about this unit.

Tinsley:  The cameras you can hook up to the computer directly through Firewire and with I-Movie you can show a live video feed.  So we could see what was actually happening in the library as the ah as the camera was on.  So that would be one option that the kids could do is do their performance right there and import it as they’re acting so they would have to have one take.  Um because they want a different backdrop and probably a little privacy with the, with you know dressing up and retakes and they’re having to use different dialog and it you know there’ll be other kids in the library, they want the privacy.  We’ve got a different area.  That’s where they can just stick with the hand held camera, record it on to video tape instead of directly in to the computer and then ah import that video clip through the, through the other camera.

Owens: The boys and girls in sixth grade are all required to take a computer class.  Of those who do not have computers at home certainly have a lot of knowledge that comes from the computer class that they take to get on search engines to research and find different sites where they’ll be able to get material for any particular topic.

Tinsley:  They can get pictures if they want, just scan pictures or bring it in from the Internet.  They can ah add you know the titles, special effects, sounds, anything to make their, you know you don’t want the project to go so overwhelmingly big that they can’t get it done in time.  So that’s why I just told them a little bit but eh, eh they’re fired up.

Owens:  I’m hoping that this will be something that each individual student, whether they worked alone or with a partner this’ll be something that whenever they hear the Middle Ages or they hear about knights or they hear about ah renaissance fairs or Michelangelo the lights will you know go on in their head and I think if anything they remember from sixth grade they’ll remember this project.

Tinsley:  The students can take their project, export it out of the computer and back on to the digital video tape and from there we can put it on to a VHS tape, we can put it ah we can leave it in the computer and use some software to compress that video to put on to the Internet, on the Web which we’re hoping to do to showcase some of the projects.

Owens: I’ll definitely use any video and audio that we have to get the boys and girls excited about maybe a different type of ah projects for next year but maybe in a different unit too, not necessarily use it for the Middle Ages because then I could see that maybe they’d wanna copy what someone else has done but they could use the ideas to maybe pursue ah the Greek or the Roman Empire or ah the Egyptian ah civilization.

Martha On Camera:

Evie says at first she had to encourage the students to do something other than writing and reading an oral report in front of the class….but now there’s no stopping them.  Hmmmm…. It must be something about that middle school age.


How many kids do you know who would love to act or direct?? Digital film making is a serious career choice and a fun learning opportunity at University of Wisconsin’s Technology and the Arts Outreach program. Teacher Wendy Nelson spends two weeks during the summer empowering middle school students with skills so if they can imagine it…they can write…direct…act…and edit and create their own masterpieces.


SEGMENT 3 

Wendy Nelson


The students learn how to create a project from the ground up.  It could be um a live action dramatic subject.  It could be ah a documentary or an animation um and ah we start out the class by talking about theme and subject and object and then talking about genre.  It sounds like it’s very technical for this group but you’d be amazed.  I mean they really did you know on the first day begin to pick up on all of these different things the, the first elements that go into creating a story.

We came up a list ah of a list of different um subjects or objects that we could center a story on um and kids took different elements of those subjects or objects and, and created their own story and we subdivided this large group which is huge, it’s eighteen kids, and it we divided out to about five groups and each one came up with a different idea.

I think that this, this class not only teaches media literacy and media criticism but I think that it allows them to, to also look at literature more critically, um to be able to break it down to be able to visualize it differently than they may have before.

I think they become more sophisticated viewers as a result.  I think they become ah more critically minded.  Um I also think that they’ll have a deeper appreciation of the work that goes on behind the scenes.

they also have to learn how to um compose with the camera, learn how to you know use close ups, medium shots, wide shots, how to walk into a shot, how to walk out of a shot so you’re not always panning across to, to, to try to follow all the action but to understand how these different shots will link together to create your story, to create the flow of the story.  So these are some of the, so they’re learning how to shoot in such a way that they, they um then understand how they can, how they can be edited together.

Imovie’s very simple to use, very simple to understand um and um because we’re using digitally camcorders they have Firewire connections that connect directly to the computer, the stuff they shot gets loaded right into the computer and then they um I teach them eh Greta and I teach them to assemble their video eh in Imovie so they learn how to where to cut things, where, what is a good image, how long to keep that image on before they need to go to their next scene, um how to lay in sound tracks ah whether it be sound effects, music um or voice overs and ah how to put in titling, how to put in additional text that they may wanna lay across their image so those are some of the basic skills that they’ve learned.

One of the ways that I think this will benefit ah these kids as they go on in school is certainly the teamwork that they’re involved in the process of working and learning how to communicate with each other and you know with their instructors.  The other and, and in some cases that means an employer or a producer or um ah a, a um a granting agency.  Understanding how to communicate with these different you know authorities is going to help them in the future.  Ah the other thing is learning how to communicate effectively.  Um when you’re, when you’re scripting, when you’re performing, when you’re editing you have to understand um your audience.  You have to be able to create something that’s understandable and that, that, that you know approximates the reaction that you, you wanna get from them.

{This is a very large class but they seem to have an exceptional chemistry with each other. They enjoy watching each others work um in seeing how it develops.  They’ve even helped each other with their work.  There have been some occasions where two groups have had to share the same space but because it’s a small space they couldn’t both shoot at the same time so instead of going “Aw when are you guys gonna finish?”  They said can we help you.  “Yah would you be extras in our video?”  “Yah sure.”  Um or they’ll get you know somebody from the other group to run camera so that they can all act in their own video.  So I’ve seen a tremendous amount of cooperation which has been just exciting, wonderful to see.}
Martha On Camera:

Teaming up for a fun summer experience is just part of the expected outcome. Wendy says that students also learn media literacy and discover how powerful a visual image, creative composition, good dialogue and sound effects are to various audiences.

Communicating important information about social issues is serious business, as well as a great career option. Let’s go behind the scenes of an award winning public television series called “Teen Connection” and see how a well designed program uses a variety of production skills.  From on location shooting – through the editing suite – to the actual live call in program “Teen Connection” addresses issues that are important.

SEGMENT 4

Teen Connection
Dean: When we design a program like Teen Connection and this particular Teen Connection which is on ah, ah teens and, and disability harassment we’re using a couple different elements.  First we have a live show which is um in itself one sort of dimension.  Everything’s happening in the studio, it’s happening live, we have a set, we have a camera crew, we have engineers, we have audio people, all of these things.  We’re all working together as a team to do this show.  Um but that’s just one dimension.  We’re also adding in one aspect we’re adding a piece of a video that we shot ten years ago on the same subject and we’re kind of opening with that, something out of the past to show that things hadn’t really changed so we’re using old video which we had ta, had to modify into the new system here and we also had the ah opportunity to go and interview an expert ah who lives ah several hundred miles from the studio and wasn’t available to come in.  So in designing the program ah plus content wise to, to get a couple different areas of content and reach people that we didn’t ah couldn’t bring into the studio but also visually you have that look where you, you break up the studio performance.  
Eileen: I’m responsible for coordinating the content and what will be said so I really have to be an authority on ah on issues facing teens and seeing that I’ve done so many programs and so many documentaries and then it is finding the right people to be on camera and also finding the right people to be on the phones because all the people that we have on the phones, for instance, tonight we’re doing ah, ah disability harassment, we have to have people that know about disabilities, we have to know have people that know about harassment and then we have to find people that will do all the roll ins and then we have to work with the director so that we get all the material recorded and then at the program we’ll go up live

Quinncy: My main job as a host of this program is to let the stories be told, is to let the kids, the teenagers who come on this show who have these, these great experiences and these diverse backgrounds to allow them to tell their stories and through their stories enlighten the people who tune into our program.  Ah they’re eh of course ah it’s choreographed and since I hafta ask sort of the right questions at the right time, keep the flow of the story, keep the flow of the show going but my main objective here is to really not get in the way, is to let their stories be told, to step back and to ask the questions that facilitate ah the telling of those stories

Dean: As in any production the editing process is sort of where everything comes together.  All of the planning, all of the research, the writing, all of those things that go into a program are all paid off, they’re all put together, they’re all married together in the editing process like we have here.

The computer editing system gives you a lot of flexibility with creativity.  It allows you to, to ah it’s almost limitless depending on, on how big a computer you have, what kinds of packages you have.  You can get special effects packages for thirty or forty dollars up to three or four or five thousand dollars and ah the difference is, is how many things they will do, all of the things you can add, ah how many eh adjusting the parameters, the length of an effect, the intensity of the effect, ah the, the, the color, the ah shape of the effect, all of those things are then built in the computer

The most eh intensive design work is done in the, the open of a program.  That’s when they’re trying to grab your attention.  They try to set the tone for the whole program.  We’ve done that here.  Here you can see we have seven different layers.  We have the colored background layer is one layer, one shot that was digitized in the computer and each one of these aluminum trusses is a different layer that’s moving.  Then we have a, a ah blueprint background here that’s layered in here and on top of all that we have our logo or our program title.  So all of these things are layered together and when you play it and put the movement to it and a bunch of other effects it all makes for the opening of the program.

Quinncy: the medium that we use of course is incorporating video with the writing and that’s important because I can’t tell a story unless I have the video to show.  Ah it’s, it’s all together different from a um a print reporter or from a radio reporter.  They quite literally can just write or just say what it is but I have to address the fact that I have video and I have to address the fact that I have someone speaking.  Um it is oftentimes a challenge, more of a challenge ah to do that because ah I can’t write something if I don’t have the, the images that I, that I want to reinforce what I’m saying.

Eileen:   With the kids we’re using the digital video camera.  Ah we’re working on a program now on teens and depression.  We worked on one on middle school boys and girls and we gave them the didi, ah digital video camera.  They’re gathering the m-material for us, then ah the other co-producer we’re editing the material into the program.  They become the reporters.

Dean: You have to be a very creative person to ah to look at effects, to, to look at video and see how it all fits together.  You hafta have a good eye.  Ah anybody’s interested in photography, those kinds of things make very good editors but you also hafta be very s-ah sort of technical in this aspect.  You hafta be fairly knowledgeable how computers operate and ah all of the key strokes that are needed to put together a program so I it’s sort of ah, ah sort of half ah artistic and half technical.

Eileen:  We have ah many people behind the scenes.  We have ah people on the teleprompter, we have the engineers, we have ah audio people, we have ah the floor director, ah the person that does graphics, we have the Web designer, we have a Web page that goes along.  Also I work with the person on the Web page with all the content and ah all these people are pros and we’ve been doing Teen Connection for so many years ah it just all works together

Martha On Camera:

Teen Connection Program is now in it’s fifteen year. Over that time the program has dealt with a variety of issues of importance to Teens including AIDS prevention, drug use and sexual assault. Besides being broadcast statewide the Teen Connection is used in classrooms throughout the country.


Our thanks to the teachers from the Waupun and Beloit School Districts, and UW Madison’s Arts & Technology program and the UW Green Bay Teen Connection Production unit.

The educators you have seen today have demonstrated a medley of ways to use
new tools to enhance teaching and learning. By experimenting with these
technologies, they are discovering different ways to teach and to relate to
their students. We hope that this program has sparked your imagination, and
added a few new images to your vision of teaching through technology. Until
next time, I'm Martha White.


 

Martha V.O. 

If you would like more information about any of the technologies or projects
that were featured in this program, please contact the Wisconsin Educational
Communications Board or visit their Web page at www.ecb.org and select Teaching Through Technology.

