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[00:00:00] Speaker 1 Rolling. All right. Can you tell us your name and where you go to school? 

[00:00:04] Speaker 2 So my name is Genesis Leaf Hover, and I go to Appleton West and Renaissance School of the Arts. 

[00:00:11] Speaker 1 Can you tell us what issues are important to you? 

[00:00:14] Speaker 2 So probably with, you know, recent events, my probably probably the thing that I think is the most important to me is the my body, my choice movement, just because I think we're all kind of in a in a place right now where we feel the government is controlling our bodies and that they're taking away fundamental rights from a certain group of people, women, all types of women, you know, trans women, you know, everyone can just as infected by this this one thing. And when you are making this type of, you know, decision for nearly half of your population in America, I think you're not just affecting little, little groups of people. It's a big group. And I think that it's something that we fought for and then it kind of has died down. And it's become a lot less important when it's still very relevant. And it's going to change the lives of people, you know, until the day they die. Like especially teenagers, you know, we are going through, you know, with very common themes of sexual assault is, you know, becoming more relevant, more talked about, and you're still taking away that part that is going to affect people when they're in their thirties, their forties, you know, and especially when they're in their twenties, you know. And I think that it's it kind of hurts when you're a teenager and there's not much you can do, you know. So that's why people speak up and they try talking about it. But there's obviously one group of America that is defeating that one side. And because these people are able to make these decisions more like the Supreme Court, they're able to take and choose one thing for entire groups of people, even though it's only a few people making that decision. So. Yeah. 

[00:02:08] Speaker 1 How important is the right to vote to you? 

[00:02:11] Speaker 2 Very, very important. I think, you know, we should be able to vote when we turn 18 because our are like our opinion. And what we want in America should be relevant because if we're living here, like, our decisions should matter. You know, everyone obviously has different views, but the option, the ability to vote is a way to get your view out, your decision, no matter what it is. And it's a way for you to get the person that you feel like is going to help you succeed, help you feel comfortable in America, help you feel important, feel noticed. So I think the ability to vote is one of the most important aspects of like elections. So yeah, yeah. 

[00:03:07] Speaker 1 Of one thing that's people's minds right now. School safety. Yeah. How much your students like yourself? Think about school safety. 

[00:03:15] Speaker 2 Every single day we walk in the school, there's always that little part in your mind that's like, is, is today going to be the day? Am I going to be on the news? Is something like that happened in Uvalde? Are you going to happen today here in Appleton, West? Am I going to walk into a classroom and is one student going to feel the need to eliminate people to, you know, put their own power on others? And I think that especially now, we're in a place where gun rights, they're not being controlled and they're being overlooked and they're being used to say, well, the reason I should be able to have my guns is because I use them for hunting or self-defense. But when we're in school, we're completely defenseless when people use those things that they say they use for self-defense on other people. And I think that, you know, with being a school student, it's very upsetting when we see people in their thirties, adults, even elderly, say that, no, we got to keep those. We got to keep the Second Amendment because it helps us some self-defense. But I mean, here we are. We see kids are dying every single year due to gun rights and no one's doing anything about it. So, yeah. 

[00:04:33] Speaker 1 What do you think elected officials should do about it? 

[00:04:36] Speaker 2 I think, honestly, the best way to control these acts of violence would be simply we need to revisit the Constitution and say, okay, the Second Amendment, it's not saving anyone. It is doing more harm than good. And I think, honestly, if the the right officials would say we need to get rid of the Second Amendment. Should be strictly banned from anyone, you know, no 18 year old, no 21 year old, no one should be able to own guns. And if you want to say, well, I should be able to have guns because I like to hunt, you know, okay. But the thing you're hunting with kills people every single day. So I think that the best movement would be just let's just ban guns, you know, save people. Yeah. 

[00:05:27] Speaker 1 What's it like to be on the verge of adulthood in the current economic climate? 

[00:05:32] Speaker 2 I mean, it's a little it's a little a little scary. You know, I feel like everything is just become more expensive in our lives. And there's always that part. What happens when I get out of school, like, you know, how am I going to pay for this? How am I going to pay for college? How am I going to fund, you know, my life? How am I going to pay for rent? And, you know, I think with, you know, our economic standings right now, the world has become basically all about money. And, you know, it's become a lot less easy for people to access things they need in life. And I feel like that's another problem with our government, is that they're not thinking about, you know, so why so many people are in poverty right now. So many people are homeless. So many kids are coming out of high school, thrown away by their families, maybe because they're part of the LGBTQ, you know. And then we also have like racial, you know, intolerance in America. And I think that the way the economics are standing right now, by everything being so expensive, you're denying people the rights to live, you know, and you're denying the way that after school, how are kids going to be able to pay, you know, $30,000 a semester to go to college? I mean, there's and, you know, especially with being an art student, art school is way more expensive than community college. And if we're not having those fundamental needs to help fund our education, that's leading a lot of people to not go to school. So and people aren't following their dreams because of that. 

[00:07:06] Speaker 1 Do you know what you're going to do after high school? 

[00:07:09] Speaker 2 Yeah. So my goal right now is to go to art school, hopefully. And I really want to go to school for drama and do something in the acting field, maybe even get my master's right away after I get my bachelor's and just kind of make that difference in the theater community. Try something new, try you know, try putting myself out there and not just playing it safe when it comes to where I want to go in life, just following that main goal. That's been my goal for years. So yeah. 

[00:07:39] Speaker 1 What do you think politicians should do about the cost of college? 

[00:07:43] Speaker 2 I think it's hard to say that college should just be free, you know, because, I mean, that would be a lot of money to say, okay, everyone gets to go to college for free, but definitely should start, you know, doing more. You know, student loan debt is huge and just maybe even cutting the cost of college taking because school is thousands and thousands of dollars, I think that our politicians should start funding, putting money aside to help pay for, you know, especially students who maybe come from, you know, like we do have like so then you can take a student loan and you might really get grants, you know, depending on your family's salary. But it's still like it's not even a lot of money, you know? And I think it's hard to say that. Well, because of one parent salary you took, you can't get any money. But who's to say that, that the the mother the father that has that salary is going to help the child. But in college, because I know there are plenty of parents, even my parents are not really willing to help, you know, fund my college experience. So I think that if there are certain circumstances where it doesn't always matter what your parent's income is and also just kind of like we're kids, we don't make a lot of money. We're working jobs where we get paid minimum wage. So to say that just because what our parents make is going to help us pay for bigger colleges and we don't deserve that extra money, it's not a guarantee that our parents are going to help. Yeah. 

[00:09:14] Speaker 1 So are there any issues that people older than you aren't talking about that you wish they were talking about? 

[00:09:23] Speaker 2 Yeah. So I think the biggest one probably is abortion, just because I think the most majority of voices are coming from the younger generation, my generation, especially with me attending protests and all this, you know, like marches and stuff, it's mostly all our generation. But what I wish that we would see from the older generations is supporting the generations that are coming, you know, after them. And I wish there were more people coming out vocally from those generations supporting, you know, our generation. So then when we, you know, are trying to live our lives, that we get those rights and, you know, especially with like my mom, you know, she had quite a bit of time where she was able to get an abortion when, you know, she had, you know, when she was in the process of, you know, dating and all this and being a woman in America. And now that's taken away from her kids. And even though my mom is very vocal about it. I know there are parents who think of the opposite and think that it isn't right, but they always had that option. And now their kids don't. They're their kids. Kids won't have that opportunity. And I think that the biggest way to get this message across would be hearing it from all age groups. Because, you know, teenagers, we only make up so much of the population. And I think if we had more of the generations from like that around the age groups of people who are in our government, you know, that maybe that message could come across a lot better since our you know, our Supreme Court is mostly older folk. So you kind of wish that more people around their age were coming out and supporting us, especially. 

[00:11:16] Speaker 1 Are there any other issues you want to bring home? 

[00:11:20] Speaker 2 Mm hmm. No, I think I'm okay. Yeah. Great. 

[00:11:25] Speaker 1 That's it. 

[00:11:26] Speaker 2 Okay. Thank you so much. Yeah. 

[00:11:30] Speaker 1 Yes. 

[00:11:31] Speaker 2 Okay. Where are you? All right. 

[00:11:40] Speaker 1 Perfect. Thank you. 

[00:11:41] Speaker 2 Thank you. 

[00:11:45] Speaker 1 Thank you. All right. One more. That's it. That's it. What's that whistle or so? Don't say anything. 

