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[00:00:00] Speaker 1 Whenever you're ready. All right. Can you tell us your name and where you go to school? 

[00:00:05] Speaker 2 My name is Belarus and I go to Appleton, the West End, when it's on school, the arts. 

[00:00:11] Speaker 1 What issues are important to you? 

[00:00:13] Speaker 2 The issues that are important to me probably have a lot to do with the communities that I'm a part of. So, you know, issues that surround immigrants and people of color and LGBTQ issues. 

[00:00:28] Speaker 1 What do you think elected officials should do about immigration? 

[00:00:33] Speaker 2 Regarding immigration? I think a lot of elected officials before they actually take the time to probably take on the issues that don't affect them personally, I would probably require that they actually listen to some of our stories because I feel like a lot of them kind of go into the process thinking that they know what's best for our communities and thinking that they know what it's like and thinking that they have the right to speak for our people and on their behalf. But a lot of the times what I see personally happening is that they end up making decisions that can hurt us when they think that it's benefiting our communities and the people around us. And because they have such a narrow view of what an immigrant is and who we are and what we do. 

[00:01:25] Speaker 1 What do you think elected officials should do for LGBTQ rights? 

[00:01:31] Speaker 2 And in my personal opinion, I think that there needs to be a lot more. I want to say acceptance, but I know that that's kind of a far shoot from what reality could be. So I would say tolerance is something that needs to be built up and an understanding that our rights are going to overturn anyone else's rights and that it's more so just an issue of, I guess, humanity and civil rights because we deserve the exact same opportunities and rights as non LGBTQ people. 

[00:02:09] Speaker 1 So how important is the right to vote? You know. 

[00:02:11] Speaker 2 The right to vote is extremely important because without the right to vote, communities that are oppressed don't have the opportunity to speak and they don't have the opportunity to come forward with their stories through their through the people who they elect into office. And so when you take away the right to vote or when you restrict it and make it harder for certain groups, essentially what you're doing is silencing their voices and you're taking away their right to be heard. 

[00:02:42] Speaker 1 One thing that's very much on people's minds right now is school safety. How much do students think about that? 

[00:02:48] Speaker 2 I think lots of students think about student safety almost every day. And at this point, I feel like it's just kind of one of those things that has been built into our daily lives. You know, whenever you hear a noise downstairs or even down the hall that is alarming, some kids will joke, Oh, guys, are you sure? Are your shoelaces tied? Like, are you ready to go? And so it's kind of one of those things where I think now it's just it just is. And it's just another one of those things where you go to school and, you know, there's a possibility of something happening. 

[00:03:23] Speaker 1 What would you like to see be done about that? 

[00:03:26] Speaker 2 I think there needs to be lots of things done about that because it's not normal for kids to wake up and go to school and think that there's a possibility that they might not come home or that they might not see their friends again, they might not see their teachers, and that the community around them could just be completely broken and destroyed. And so I think one of the things that we that we really need to think about is, is it more important to protect our youth and our children than it is to protect our so-called freedom to bear arms? Because I think there definitely needs to be a line drawn between having certain guns and certain weapons just because you can because just because you can do something doesn't mean that you shouldn't. And just because you think something is right doesn't mean it actually is right. And it's really important, I think, for people to to look at what they want and decide whether or not that's actually okay for the greater good. And look at that in terms of is this selfish for me to push for this, even though I know that this could potentially be dangerous? 

[00:04:41] Speaker 1 What's it like to be on the verge of adulthood in the current economic climate? 

[00:04:46] Speaker 2 Oh, boy. Adulthood. That is something that I think about quite often, actually. It's it's really scary, honestly, to to know that you're going into a climate where the jobs that are available to younger people might not pay as much. And because if you're not juggling three different jobs at the same time. Because I know there are some people who have to do that just to be able to earn a living. What do you do outside of work if you're just going from one job to another? There's no time for you to grow and flourish and experience things that you need to actually be able to become a working, functioning member of society and an adult who can actually participate with in their lives. And it's really scary to think that I'm potentially going to face a job market that might not have the same opportunities that my parents had and the people who came before them had. And I don't feel like there's enough preparation and awareness for kids these days. And it's just there's almost this expectation that we have the exact same opportunities when that's just not true anymore. I mean, like inflation is, is crazy and it's out of control. And, you know, people talk about it. People talk about gas prices. But I don't think a lot of people really, truly understand the consequences of that for the next generations. 

[00:06:14] Speaker 1 Have you thought about what you're going to do after high school? 

[00:06:17] Speaker 2 I'm not exactly sure what I'm going to do after high school. I remember growing up, I had a lot of dreams to become like an actress or an artist or a painter or something along the lines of arts. And I'm going to school for that. And, you know, I've been focusing on that for so long, but now it's kind of now that I'm getting older, it's more so along the lines of what do I want to do versus what is actually best for me to do in the long run, which is something that I've always been dreading. But so at this point, I'm kind of just floating around trying to find something that will bring me joy, but also be able to support myself and the potentially people around me as I get older. 

[00:07:04] Speaker 1 And the job market generally seem to, you know. 

[00:07:07] Speaker 2 Well, currently I'm not like generally in the job market, but I do know that a lot of the people who are around me who are searching for jobs have been having a really hard time finding jobs that are actually well-paying and with like a decent work environment. Because I know my brother went from job to job because they just weren't paying him enough and he had to support himself in just a small one bedroom apartment. And he couldn't even do that without driving hours. And then he would use up gas money. And then that would just kind of snowball into this larger factor of trying to find a job that could pay decently around the area of his apartment and just not really being able to meet the demands of his workplace. 

[00:07:55] Speaker 1 What issues in your part of the state are people older than you? You're not talking about that they wish they were. 

[00:08:02] Speaker 2 I know this is like a really cheesy thing to talk about, but I'm not sure that adults are actually paying attention to the mental health of the younger generation because I hear all the time that, oh, you're you're a young kid. What do you have to worry about? Like what's stressing you out? There's you don't know the real world. But honestly, at this point, if you look at it like actually closely, look at our daily lives, there are a lot of things that we're dealing with that previous generations haven't dealt with as much, you know, like with inflation rates and with climate change and social justice, where we're all generally aware of that and we all take the risk every morning getting up and going to a place where we're supposed to learn and where we're supposed to be safe. And I think it's just really honestly selfish to expect the younger generation to come into places of work where they're not paying, they're not treating employees well and just expecting, you know, people to deal with it because that's just the way that it is. And thinking that, oh, you're young, so you shouldn't have to be dealing with burnout. You shouldn't you shouldn't have to be struggling with depression or anxiety or any of these things, you know, because going to a good school will give you a good future. And so there's no reason for you to be stressed out about school if you just apply yourself. But even now, today, going to a good school doesn't guarantee you a job at this point because that's just where the economy is at. 

[00:09:38] Speaker 1 Any other issues you want to bring up? 

[00:09:42] Speaker 2 Well, I know personally, like the personal aspect of issues that I tend to think about. Obviously, I think a lot about indigenous and native rights because right now what we're seeing is essentially natives and indigenous people across the world just having their voices silenced. There's a really big issue right now about land rights because a lot of governments feel that they have the right to come and take our sacred lands just because it will provide more money and more jobs. But actually, in the long run, it's just doing more harm to the communities and the people around it. And, you know, we've we've been here since the start. And so for the government to just actively being ignoring us is something that is really hard to deal with. And just being silenced and left out of the conversation on every front is, is really hard to deal with. And it's it's it's really hard for a lot of young Native American people to feel like they have a safe environment where they can come and express themselves without being judged or, you know, I guess sort of being asked questions like, oh, well, you know, you don't like you don't see native enough, so why are you speaking about this or that experience isn't real. You know, things like that, just general invalidation is something that I think we're really struggling with right now. And I think people really need to be better about listening to different communities and not just stepping in and being like, this is what, this is what's right, because this is what everyone's telling me to do. I think it's important for people to take a step back and really listen to the people who they're trying to help. 

[00:11:36] Speaker 1 Is there anything else? 

[00:11:39] Speaker 2 Uh, no, not really. 

[00:11:42] Speaker 1 Okay. Thank you. 

