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MISTER SMITH,
LAST MONTH

WELL,YOU S2E, EVERETT, BACK TO YOUR 'rwz.wm‘rm, AND Pouun
1'VE BEEN mME OUT AN ANSWERY AND vux: IT; ;

N A HURRY T B
ABOUT.
1 SEvenaL
OTHER

Sa.ndy told me o! 3our ris.tt ggata;:day._-— whigh > K had,:prodicted
.‘-,.ru,hcn ;rou wer& aainine_, ___ug_hst___'-‘-telophone 'ﬂ.ong-' p_ggt?’th hi
18 - g muahioo “then ugn"tcyoqrselt from
7nur“father 5 house to’ bé“‘%n’ﬁt"of"fhe way if I callgd back == and
the lad I had working here on Saturday-de ¢
knocking on the doors tnnng-iainly “to getiin, all

Ty wll I'uas nnt ‘hers, This huugh, haa gana on Iong
2 I told you last fall I was aware of “your ‘stupid and

I, huuever. don't-thi.nkﬁ-;that anough. A orth, you are n
nlcom ‘visitor here AT ANY PIME ihethar or not I
and you will no‘!:”be ad.mittad t’ 3 this hot ‘ :
v.tta.tion. Cage :.-

I 'oan dr&va thimpaint hom'"uore wt:tectively 3T you come witl

reachs but even‘someone as ui_.lly ana atupid ‘a8 you are ¢
t it clearly annush :‘..n the simpl

‘Ehaae rastrictions do not,‘l’:ﬁt' ‘course . apply ‘to ‘your
but only to- yon. Ona tularatas infan{b_n.-
pratty tryi.ng. SRR , 2
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;Ldkg;ypqraelf, I took_a'hr;ctiholiday.with Sandy and my one-tiﬁaﬁeeordtary.
who drove for-me; for I never like to drive when I must lecture. I had to
lecture at Eau Qlaire,--;aﬁtggqhgrg'-cdnyénticn =~ on the 10th ==“a ¢ity about
-1§Q;ndlpaﬁhonthﬁbfﬂhere;]hhq;yaiiera invited on to St. Paul for a party at the
home:: ;Dnnuﬁandreig:Stagiﬁnlﬁboing+dﬂl&%SOﬁwilaaiheynnd-Ehﬁ<01h1fa.“386’td

first tine wo'd been away from home overnight sincs the ‘children were
ora, 'wa;had%toghaatanﬂbaqk?iéttfday\;DOn;ébmihg along for ten days, because
;qﬁtq;ggjwaxeﬁhaviug-théirfsoth“woddinkfﬁﬂﬂifﬂrsary¢~and:mw sister and family
hhﬂ%bbmbfﬁp.tromHWashin'fbﬁ?eth&c;ho-igrinﬁthq-Pantagon.iw»n-“hraﬂ.f:wqgj_

g ]
¥

\_T,5ypgng¢baop16'areg_arrx;hgigi?lierith&dﬁﬁhuhl,.but'I'don't'fiﬁdkthat!dia-
Yag. 8,2k alle rathor the opposite. In‘my age bracket, people are’ Eeing bore
ded, not married. I péllhbérﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁtnndrgl;bn;y last week ~- the same day I
spent. the evening at thaﬁ?rpi@i?ﬁ%ﬁinnq;@ﬁﬁ'otqam_old-friphd. 56: But I've
‘nqnghéhgypupgii;:;ienda'jbfkﬁQﬁfduh};hbwfyduqroal-aﬁout golng to weddings; more-
”9?ﬁ?¥1§qpq3'ia.ydnr:age-orfyhthnboutqt(ahe3§;ll be' 23 March 1); s0 we have
Iriends ranging over all age groups from 18 to 60.. As for maturity ee= hopee
fully, that will comej but I do find mature abtitudes rare even in people of
20 ‘and over, over heres _ I blame it on our modern education and its ineffecw
tivenesa in dealing with genﬁine;kndWIudge,fbfjimparting it to the young, who
are ‘filled instead with all'kigdﬁﬁof dxtra~nurricu1ar-matters and data regarde
;ng%qgé101031ca1<Adjnatmagtd¢-anuithq-likq.-mpat of which Beems:to_qufutilq.

Ceann s DTSRRI Sl e e il s PR AR :
As for my own steady woﬁengpqlﬁ;th;gumqn‘l?pavu*never had ‘much problem. I -
_;Epuld%takeﬁthem'or,léave«thﬁm§§&afl~likéd;F«Sgﬁjndver presented ‘a problem to
'i*ﬂé&fﬁl;lqu_agofdacided~th&tgwﬁajflfgikpd.iubﬂpight. 80 long as I did no harm
to anyone else, and in that i have flourished.  With my first girl (14-16) "1
“'hd?c@pplgt@ly[oalebato.Z“Ifuac¢-to nasturbate 1ike thedevil == Sometimes 3,
imes alday for long poriods of tima. It never did me any harm, rather the .
‘opposite, and it helped atahilisi'moiinithatflatound it easier to hold off woe
~men g the ‘importunate ones, until I was ready for them =~ and that is an impor-
”ﬁﬁht.ﬁgﬁgatgpf;grqpth. ;Morqoyer.gt:pm'lﬁjto'ao.'lfhad a sort of homosexual:
'hffqirfuf*ndthing'really_aeripuh“-i I ‘wag fond of a boy a year or so.my sene
‘dory and we used to masturbate mutually Qrﬁmaaturbate-each_pther.*itEhg#Qr;'-
nt beyond that; and this served as a convenient outlet at 8 time when I might
gﬁdilx?havéthen'trappad by ona.of the girls. From the early twenties on,
_,Eﬁgsh¥Qlﬁhadcé-carerul aﬁdcahniqnfoffwdman._broken_by-1ong.oelibato}pariodn.
._dgtihgﬁﬁh;ch;;I.anppoaa.?q; outlet was writing fast and furiously. All these
i -dﬁpn]ara;atill?gbod)friendd.btﬂhinegimuohutoqgandy!s annoyance. Sometimes
i j;';hthay;callfbr.writgg'thoughfmobtﬁor_than;ara3n6w'aafe1y married and-have chile
- '~ “dreny which demanstrates .that these were not gasual liasions but genuine love
L affairs. I've seldom got "twisted", as you put it, over anyone. -Maybe that's
. because I have-enough "twists" in my own makeupiil SR L R e

. Well, if your friends Dick Lowe and Graham Black show up here, they'll be
: _¢yglpome,:§§}cqu:aa. as'wi;lﬁyou-;f'anr'you‘manage to come acrcas_to America.
"I saw LUST FOR LIFE, also 1iked it. I _share your liking for Ravells #Daphnis

et Chloe" and also for Manet's work., If you. have a chance to read PAINTING AND
REALITY by Etienne Gilson, by all means dd'do;'_it'haa been published over here



by Pantheon just this month, two days ago, I think, and no doubt it has a Lonm-

 don.publisher. I've been reading a wide selection of books lately == O'Hara's
‘BUTTERFIELD 8, Mackenzie's ROCKETS GALORE, the Gilson, Susanne Langer‘'s PROB-

- LEMS OF ART, Frank Lloyd Wright's A SESTAMENT, Jamea Gould Cowzendd BY LOVE
' POBSESSED = the best 1957 novel published over hera, more Thorsau 2 ou

~_dous. plder book titled THE ABRUPT SEI¥y by Marfens. That is, in as'l.#tism.,., 4
-~ the customary weekly reading of Time, Ghe Obmerver, the various book reviavs,
 the Nation, New Republic, etgs RO Ll b i B R R R

. Well, yes, your reading to your group is a mixed bag, but it seems a little
- weighted on the side of the mystics. Blekk, of course, was an outatanding mys=-
. ticy.and his mysticiam was a continuing dnfluence on many other writers aftes
- hime. I like Blake, but neither mors hor less than many pther writers. My =
--:friendjaﬂﬁ,ﬂn?rtimﬁﬁﬁql}aborﬂtﬂkiﬁ!itb;:h?#]l?ﬁ?éﬁ{ﬁ?ﬁhﬁ?ﬁ}iﬁ’?Eﬁfﬁfﬁi?iﬁw?ﬁérk
' Schorer, wrote THE POLITICS OF VISION =~ a longy serious study: of Blake, which
. was‘publighed over there as well as over here, I believe. This'was a decade

“ago. or 80. Hart Crame I grewto 1ike over two decades ago, before his sulcide.
. ‘Loveoraft met him on one or more ocoasions in Cleveland, but HPL,had he known
- of Grane‘'s homosexuality, would have drawn away from him, for HPL was sexually

" almost frigid (though his onetime wife, Sonia, with whom I had dinner im Los -
Angeles back in 1953, assured me he was sexually satlsfactory to her, which did
indeed surprise me). Crane's letters wera published over here, edited, I think

by Brom Webers Perhaps they were dome over there, too. I had occasion to look

~into them only the other day, and found the most stimulating, and a little sad,

°  {00s He had a bard row to go =- fought his. homesexuality, which was silly, for
he, might more -easily have given ip to it without ghalms and thus eliminated it

. as conflict, had little money for long periods at a .time (but what artist, as
to. that, has?)y and s0 on, meeting the indifference of critics and public a="
1ike, though a measure of success was certainly his when he killed himself. .

_ Hodgeon's THE HOUSE ON THE BORDERLAND AND OTHER NOVELS is still in print here,
- yése We have about 500 coples out of 3,000 left, and they do =ssll ver gigpﬁily
_with usi so I assume it will not be too long before this title will be out of

e e o

80, now, enough.
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. T . To-Mr. & Mrs. Millard Winters, Freeport, Ill., on the ezl
LR ey e occasion of my divorcing their daughter after 6 yrs. of ma:riége; :

_ Dear Millard & Roberta, - Lo h e e

tried to telephons you tonight, but found you had no telephone so I got
‘hold of Jerry, who told me that Sandy had oalled and given ; ou_ the melancholy
nevws that I divorced hor this aftormoon, und have ‘custody of the children,
subject to reasonable visiting privileges == henever
-Sandy can or wants to get here to vigit them. =

‘The charge was cruel and inhuman treatmenty resulting in great menmt:
‘guloh, but the basic fact was that Bandy wanted out, and indulged ir.

Bost vulgar adulterous affair to get it. For the past 18 months she hos
‘beon carrying on with Shimmel Coenen, and no act of disloyalty 1

or her to commit in this affair. After I had ‘caught. them here
ast year March 3, and warned him from the _premises, she wen
2 talephoning him to give him the all clear signal so that he
out to indulge in their adulterous fune. Not only that, when I suspe
'what was going on each timo I wont for a-hike, and put the telephone

jack, looking it in the studio each time I went out thereafter, she got
.punber of my key, and he, misrepresonting himself as ‘4ts ownery hi

 gate keys sent by the companyj when April tattled on hor mothers sho had him
" bring her another telephone to hide dn the closat, also on a jack. They

~ conducted their affair with the greatest brazenness == letting themselves be
. @ean together, talking foolishly over the telephone so that the ‘gentrals could
" )isten end spread talk of thoir affair, and so on. Finally, Sandy, telling

“me she was goiug to spend a weekend with June Doudna Sheehany met Shimmel - -
‘4n Milwaukee, where they registersd at the Flankinton the woekend of February
6th as man and wife. To mdd to all this mess, she told me she had agcepted
"~ not only clothing and other gifte from himg but ‘also between § 500
. 4n cashy like a common prostitutes R

 Had her paramour been a younger many 1 could have understood this. But b
 ig 42, and a man of the foulest reputation, ‘as she very well knewy a man
-~ yho couldn't resist bragglog that ‘he was making hery which she knew, and yat
kept on with him. In the ‘testimony before the court, we avoided an adultery .
 ohargey but it was evident to the Judge, the Divorce Counpely and everyond .
‘else that adultery had in fact taken place repeatedly withont anyone's ever. -
~saying so. I avoided this charge not for Sandy's sake; but for the sake of

~ thea childran, who deserved better of their mother than she has given them.
- The judge ordercd the record sealed, so that no prying roporters could look
"~ 4nto ity but the Hadison newspapers were already aware of the ‘affairj howe
. _evers I don't think they will print anything that will hurt the children or
; " jeopardize Sendy's joh in Madigon. Sandy elected not to contest ity for
she knew I had a lot of witnesses == people who had heard hor boast of her
affair with the swine Coeneng pecple who had seen them together in compro=

~ mising positions, and B0 Ohe -




.. Needless to say, for the sake of the ehildren, I did eveorything I could to

-~ turn her from her lunatic course. I might as well have been talking to the
wind. = 8he lied and lies, stoadily and always, about overything, and her lies
#inally tripped her ups . I put up with this thing for well over a yearj I
oldsed my eyes to a previous affair she had had about 2 years after we were
- marriedj but this affair with a man as Xow as Shimmel Coenen is too muche
& simply could not live with a woman low enough to show such bad taste and
_¥eveal such golossal stupidity« As I told Sendy, I don't hate herj I des-
“pise what she's done to our family, but we get along omioably encughe X

- marriod Sandy because I felt a dmoral mnd mocial obligation to do soj but

& married her only on condition that she give up her illegitimate child,
_which she didy and that such a thing must not happen again., Now here it is °
once worej she is 24y a mother of two lovely childrenm, and once again she is °
_baving a stupld affair with a married man and himself the father of two teen-

_age girls.

¥or pix years I have had hypertensiony two days after I started divorce
~proceadingsy my blood pressure went to normal for the first time without
'medicatiocns X had a hell of a time leaving my house and never knowing what
“Sandy was up to bebind my back; and I learned that my worst suspiciors were
' mild in contrast to what actually did go on. BSandy is now in Madisoni mo
*. .~ .- doubt you have her address and telephone number. There is,; of course, no
=~ change of a reconciliation; I would never again assume the legal responsi-
-~ bility for one so irresponsible as she I8, Sandy's initial month's rent 2
-~ ®as pald by Coenen, and she assumes he will continue to pay the ront. His
' - wife will not give him a divorce, though she has promised to marry him, doge
©. - pite my telling her that she should find gomeone of her own age. She is apt
|~ . to do any fool thing, to tell the truthe. Sandy had literally everything e
.. . more clothes than her friends, she went more places, we entertained and wers

E=

entortained more, her sex life was never inadequate == but she chose to
.~ throw it all over for a place on the back street of a cheap and habitual
S ndultmr-thia.! think, is what she _oal,_ls_ "havi.ng_ her freodom." >
Hytomhave '_'_:_aovbﬁ-- out to help care -fp-!;.'. the _chi.'ldroh. I want :fou both to
| - know that you will be welcome hore any time to visit your grandchildren,
_':g}v[pzy’-j_;_ooﬁ.;tuhi to you, as always,

» R e : S A S el August






"jaz]pgagjripaidgi :

T was élﬁk?tﬁ_hﬁié;joﬁi?ﬁﬁfe. I wonder

| -you, and I'd have been disappointed if

31 March 1959

. 1

ed -hefher I%d hear from

I badn®t. What happemed’™ =

' ] was simply that Sandy was guilty of adultery many times over and
.- with'== of all people, the lowest character she could choOBe we

;fEShimmel'Goanan;;i!ct Ifd;voxcad her not
because of stupidity and bad taste, bec

 of ‘adultery once before me with Jack, which I dian®t particulhrﬂl-?f{;-;_"

1y mind because Jack was always discree
~mouth the way Shimmel did. Of course,
'“I*vq'alwayq;pa@.o:fShimmqtifﬁhich_made_

forgivable. -

 0f courso, though, as all divorces demo

because of adultery, but
ause she had been guilty = .

ty he never ran off at the -

you know the low opinion £
the thing;all_tha‘mdra-nh;:ﬂ.:_

nstrate, it is never as

aimple ‘as it sounds. I think it really began back in tho 1940%s,

~ when I was so deeply in love == and you know with whom. Sandy =

. know.this, and I think she realized tha _ o -
”V.“much=asaIgatillslovnd'harg and that was true. In fact,‘I-atapped__'

loving Sandy months before I married he
- ried Sandy at all except that she got h
~ried man in Madimon and Xy who had been

t I never loved Sandy as - - .

ry and I wouldn't have mare
erself knocked up by a mare
making love to her since

she wae 14 -- ghe had told me 16 == felt a amocial and moral oblig,~

""tion“to_givﬂ}hé;fg_nhaﬂcé_aﬁfréapactability.l She tried hard at

‘Pirst; she was a good cocky a reasonably good housekeeper and - -

~ - .mother; but she seemed to gease to care

called my dictatorlal way of living ==
necessary diseipline to keep things goi

o  She resented what she =
but this was actually only -
ng smoothly so that we gould

. both enjoy ourselves at concetts, shows, dinners, etc., and I could '

© Btill get-the work I had to do dones .

I took her to California to

. bava and give up her baby, which she did without a qualn == a fore- '

oo posRLE L |

. thought, a good jobs . So I risked havin

it-;f: oon after that I realized that she res

- resented especially people I was fond o
. and others. She made hergelf available
- Jack; when the going.

3?i_:9npg;1b£ her giving up her children without a contest now, I qué~:'

‘. When we Eéﬁéfﬁﬁckﬂﬁﬁd;aaitléﬂ-1h_to housekeeping and did, I

g April and Waldene -But = =

ented many things, and she
f «- like yourself and Jack
to Jack =~ and you know

got hot, he cut and ran.’ It amused me,

- There are worse things than adultery, among them indiscretion,

~and Jack was always discreet. S8andy wa

sn't. 8he couldn®t re-

sist taunting me with the knowledge that Jack, in whom I placed

such trust, had "betrayed" that trust.
furious, she herself was furious,

And when I didn't wax



11e 5 e
Curiously.enough, though she never ghowed any outward Jealousy,
she seemed to be jealous of my friends =- not from dove, but from
a kind of possessiveness. She didn't know much about love, does
‘ot now.. She was violantly jealous to the point of hatred ¢f the. :
woman I loved and lost in the nld-forties, even though I never saw
her .and seldom even corresponded with her - not for lack of incli=

. nation dngﬁy'partg-hut:aimply?hecausulahq:ﬁaa such a lagy correse- -

-',panﬁaq:§A53ha.raaentédﬁqnydne I prgiaaﬁ;1poéhaps'babanaééﬁhdigglfﬁff""

 that ‘my praise.of anyone was meant to be indirect criticism of =
- herself, though that was never the casg. She complained that she
felt inferior to ney but. I never gave her reason to feel 80 = S
and certainly never when we were out among peoplee. i1t is pathetic, -

- in a way, but whatever her motives, 8he responded favorably to - SEEA
 Passes, and was soon hopelessly embroiled in the kind of dirty mess -

at uhich Shimnel always excels, and was soon the object of a public .. -

- I really had no alternativa. ‘ SR
~ 80 much as looked with favor on bim, and I told her so. She a=
greed that the children would be happier here with me than in a
Madison apartment == where ghe now lives and works at the Us 'We

I was never demanding of Sandye preferring that she concentrate

' scandals - Ll 4 ; ;
Icould notlive with a woman who

- o0 pe children. She was quite demanding of mey interrmpting my

work at all times and constantly. ' She had to be made love to of= °
. %en two and three times a day, which fortunately I was and am atill -
' able %o do == I'm 50 now, believe it or mnot! I did all the shop= -
- pingy carted the kids around all the timey and never complained ex-

cept when her sloppy methods of putting down what she wanted from
_-town made it necessary for me to make three or four trips to get
- - what could have been bought in one. ‘__“And?‘-.sd;q'n.-_ wearily., = |

' I have no regrets. . I have two lovely children and my parents are =

here helping with thom until I. can find a housekeeper. It may be
. that for their sake I will have to marry again, though I don®t == :
now at least e view that prospect with great favor. I did all  Seh
. could-to hold our hone together, but basically Sandy wanted out,
‘and in secret I did, too, though I would never have said so or
_made a move in that direction Hf Sandy had behaved herself. X s
am concerned only for the children, who do not miss their mother;

as for myselfy well, 1 feel like a man whoy believing for six Yeara - - a

- he was dying of cancer, now suddenly ‘finds he doesn®t have cancer ' -
. after all and will ldves = g : :
i you are in Madison sometime, perhaps you'll let me know and
- Wwe can have lunch or dinner. : :
: love from-mey.as always
S (.j&'l ?‘\ s

i b 1
: >



+ 24 January 1960

Dear-Dorbth§ Un§eid,

I am sorry if my letter with its word of my divorce shocked youe But' I must -
clear up some mistaken illusions you haye.  First of ally the divorce didn't
 hurt me =~ quite ‘the contraryj it relieved me tremendouslye As I wrote others,
- I felt like a man who has been dying of cancer suddenly learning that he hasn‘t
- got 1t after all, and will lives Sandy’s cofnduct outraged me§ she was inca-
pable of ‘hurting me becauses of course, I didn't love hers T wasn't in love
- with her when I married her, I had loved her very much up to about four or *

_ five months preceding our marriagé, when I:found out that, despite being en--
 gaged to me, she was pregnant by a married man who worked in her office in -
- Madison. Though her parents eued him, 'and collected, I felt ‘Sandy deserved a
- chance at respectability, and since I had been going with her ‘for four years -
" and felt myself in part responsible for her, I married her. She didn't koow

" I didn't love her, being too lost in a shell of vanity and self-concern, and
- when I told her last February that I was divorcing her,hnd_thn;ﬁ;}haq.nqvqr} :

loved her during our married years, she could hardly believe it.

.f:: 1 took Sandy out to the Weat Coast o she could h&v&_heiﬂiiiaéiiiﬁéte bhby'1
. and give it up for adoption. She had the choice at that time of keeping the
~ _ baby and staying there, allowing me to return to Sauk Gity and divorge her,

or of giving it up andreturning with me to start over. So I gave her that

" chance, you ssej and I would be a fool to give her another in view of the -

public sgandal her conduct with her adulterer-sodomist friend causeds I- .

need not detail all her acts, but will only tell you that when the talk began
“and I tried for the sake of the children to protect her reputation by eaying
that her paramour was bragging, as he was known to do, and lying, she was 8o
stupid as to pose naked in various lewd posea for him to photograph to prove

-jf;f:to his cronies that he was having an affair with her. So you see, I gouldn't

© < she had contested the divorce and won"the’childreh.“l!d'héieﬁmnyéﬂ;fox;dﬁnbh;i

‘live with a thing like that, and, to disillusion Dawid == I'm sorry e=if .

\‘x—-

“ing of the action and Sandy would have died in a drowning accident last summer.

"~ I'd have arranged that with exactly the same purpose and without any more

~ qualms than I%d have swatted a £1y whose buzaing had f£inally got to be too
" much for me. Had Sandy taken up with a young fellow her own age and conduce

. ted a discreet affair, I might mot have liked it, but I might just as easily

" have oclosed my eyes to itj but to take up with a vain, boastful known adulter-

 er with a wagging tongue, whose proference is known: to be for male prostitutes

4n Chicago houses of male prostitution; which he visitas when in the city, was
"~ an act of such bad taste that I could not emcuse it. I told her bluntly that
I was divorcing her far more for bad taste than adultery, for after all, there

-~ are worse things than adultery, and Sandy waa guilty of them.

Proof exists that I no longer loved Sandy when I married her, lest you shd.
think I say so nows PSYCHE was written to her, sent to press before we were
married, published six months or so afterward. TYet its dedication reads,
"For the woman who was Psyche, and is gone .." which tells all to any dig=
cerning reader. i -




et Diapite ‘all this. as I aaid. Bandy was not aware of 1t. ahe was wall traated
. alwaysy though''she: aaid I made her feel inferior -~ she felt inferior, she was
~ . inferior, but I never made her feel that way, she was taken out an.average of
2k tines 'a 'week every waek of our marriaga _to concerts, plays, -showay. ballat.
,jnocial avnnta, ata;. and to’ dznnar == which 1a far more than any other woman I
knowj she averaged from’ 15 to ‘20 dresses for every season of the year (mot every
year, of course, but in toto), and she suffered no lack of sex 3ife. Even a8
~+  late as a month before the divorco. despite the distastefulness of it to mey I
~~ -had to satisfy her as much ag two:and three times a day when the need was on.
_her, 8o thore was simply mo reason but stupidity and ingrained Arresponsibility
- ‘for her ‘actionsj even so, X waited patiently 18 months to ‘collect evidence to
- get rid of - ‘hery and you can well imagine what a strain that must have. ‘been on
- ‘mey and what 'a relief it was to get out from under it. . The atupid thing vidta
- the children onge in 10 to b U daysy but they've never missed her, never shed a
~ tear for herj after“all. ‘they have their grandmother, who lovea tham. and their
-Qgrandfathar. ‘and ‘thell rhthar. and they are cocooned in love herej s0 why miss
~a mother who, ‘though™ she was: ‘good to them for the firat few years, niatraated
- them 4n the last year and a halfj they are always glad to see her, but wave her
. goodbye just as if she were any ordinary visitor. She has remarried, ‘bigamously,
~ and lives in nearby Hadiaon; 4t nauseates me to see her come, but she has visi-
. - ting rights, and T am good enough actor mot to show it unless her atupidity
“ w2 goads 1t out of mo, and then it chills her to the bones 8he already knowa what
"~ a mistake she made, but she has really learned nothing more from it than sghe -
2 learned from hey first aaperienca; and a parson too stupid to 1aarn tron his own
=7 -axperience is raally too atnpid to liva. : = ;7,

"ZQ_I hopa you'ra not alI "ah06k up“ as tha youngstera put 4t, reading thiu. Life
© ds filled with such events,; and this is no more improbable than many of my fic-
< tions.’ The eilly girl ‘asked me. to take her back e~ even though she had remarried
== "You wouldn't have to marry me," she said stupidly; I told her bluntly, once
s and for all, that my parents would die, my children would grow up and leave me,
oo 0 Id he lonely, and when the pressure of that loneliness became too great. I'a
7 have 4n my house a dungoovered sow before I invited her back. So she hasn't
' bothered to ask since thens That's the extent of my outraso == ghe did nothing
- to m@, but she made 1life a 1ittle more difficult in years to comé for our chil-
~ dren, that's all. And that's quite @ancughs I loathe and abominate people who
© are thoughtless lhere childran are concerned. and’ to such an extent as this.
" I worry every day that she might try to get hold of the children after my death,
- and to that end the best gift I could receive from: Providence is her oarly dnth.
~ that’ ia. her douth befopa nina. i

~In her farar only it can be said that living with me cartainly ien't easy} but
- it could be, once it is accepted that my work takes precedence. 8She had no
. respect whatsoever for my work, nor, if the truth be told, for mo or for our
children. She thought only of herself. She still does. She didn't want to
come back to be near the children, as she said, but only because she found work-
- ing for a living onerous, she found being nobody suddenly after being somebody
different fx‘om the way. she had envisioned it.



3 “‘fﬁnp.il_havan't':ealzyiruled;outJnarriage. Howevery it takes me quite a while
SRS R 1) adjust to anyone, and ¥ suspect one of the reasons I married Sandy was not
_QW.',ialtqgﬁthgr[nlt:uiut;q;gjllkgew; practically, that she gould have children,.
b ;Q;,;}tpat;;;wguik#jn}hqtybﬁglhnlgimagl_tbundﬁanbthqr:ponan.to;hﬁrry,nI!d_bg.EO'gt
-+ least, and that the tine wap now for children; so I married in the hope that

- Sandy would straighten out.  That my hope was vain was apparent when she was
.5;3;;;chrying.ﬂaldﬂh{ﬁ@hdf3hatl§:ihj?Ifdidn‘t;tétharﬂthef&hirdlchild:I-uahted._ Vo,
.~ _the Church ﬁauldnft;ktbp-maitrom;marrying.agaiqgﬂnpt¢bx;an;.ncans.-:But.wherq.
0 ~ docked in Sauk City, : '
~am I godng to find'a

3 ;qa?tglhy_hpmayﬁmy;buaineaaj'mwﬂtypﬁ'titeri'ny:phildrqn.
goman 30«35, with a good education, who doesn't smoke (I

~ don?t Adke it in women, don’t smoke myself, wouldn't exactly discriminate e
.~ gainst anyone who smoked though), who can type, and help in the busineas, and

o 8til) help with the ghildren? ' It would be difficult to put-it mildly,  No,
el *;?nAnﬁt;bitto;.;pqlﬁahaxdh§Qddé.aqd,philosophical;_I!juip}iayu;hhdua_touch-pf

‘5,;fidyhi¢4§n in;ﬁyfqakqupiiyhguh;ghdwa;in-my-preferanée‘tor'qéture:otpr peoples

- . My disbelief in divorce as a solution to problems doesn't stem from Catholic
tradnings; it's a personal gonviction. ¥, however, had no alternativej it was
. either get rid of the creature op give up my self-respect, and without self-
- Tespect 1'd be done as a writers And please «= there’s no aghing void; I have
. always been pretty aelféhqtficientru—gavaﬂ'though.I'hg?eithbglild}lanelinoas
~ and solitude common o all creative people. Thers has never been a moment
.~ sincde my divorce that I've missed what you call my "mate" == nonsense. JI've
- . enjoyed this freedom, and I sometimes wonder if I didn*t want all along to
. be :;ﬂ_or-hdg'aad”havéxthe.children;_11 know I contemplated it even before -
.~ there were children, for hey various atupidities were almost more than I could -
5 :haar.*;But;my.primgrx;éulﬁtiph‘if;my parents pass away moon, is a_housekeeper.
: _Right}nuw,;ho;heg;agg73'qndznad"at'77.wara~nt111;1n rratty good shapey though
I realize that anything could happen at their ages ' * . i o

~~ .~How don't go hogwild, as we say up here, and spend your money on. books. Buy

- yourself something you really want and don't spend it to indulge an impulse

. toward charity. I'm faring well onough heres e Glad you liked the Guag

-~ - Elker story. I thought it not one of the better oness sse Yes, I'm writing
. THE GHOST OF BLACK HAWK X¥6LAND now, the Ath Steve-Sin (NOT counting EVENENG

- .IN SPRING, -of course)s . R 2 % e e s e

AL et alvays,




s o e 16 Fabfuﬁ#y'lgﬁoll.
" . Dear Pipsie, Bone i

|~ Glad you liked THE HILLS STAND WATCH. I worked over this movel sa many
= “tinmes that I suppose I have lost all perspective on it, but to my‘way of think-

.0 i dngy it doesn't meaaure'up,to*auchfan;hiatbridaljnovel“Ofﬁminaglfdr?iﬁstghca.
. — , s SHADOW OF NIGHT, which is probably the best of that lot. The novel was ori-
i s ginally titled WESTRYN WIND., Then, lol somebody came out with a novel entitled

O WESTRYN WIND! -So I changed it to THE SMALL RAIN, and sgarcely half a year

fter that someone had a novel published called SMALL RAIN! 'Thie time luckily
10 one else has used this title before-I did, and it's peculiarly.appropriate

(== but thenk it should be, for I went back and added paragraphs about the two
‘mounds to give the title a little more bearing on the story. The jacket, though
'is lousy, lousy, lousy. I wanted them to ume a fine picture of Shake-Rag ==

L think you've seen it == by Max Fernekes, who did the endpaper map in the book;
‘but they thought it would cnat(tbo'huch}to*dq{“and5ao’on;ﬁfﬁfadouﬁﬂ@j{t;@ﬁuld
have cost a lot to do it in full¥ color, but they could have done it in black
and white, I'd have been satisfied. ' ' /' o7 o0 G EN

ontxﬁé?y_ﬁﬁhopyuéfﬁthe book, alab-Bob.ﬂaai?ﬁhd;ﬁzgiﬁprﬁhkbhsf

sent. Ha . ' Much to my
‘surprise, =C°Hédrd from you firat about the book == and I'd have bet my Tast
dollar, knowing how you detest writing letters, that you'd have ‘been the last
‘to write! I suppose the others will get around to writing after they've read
:the booky which, honestly, I simply cannot read at all. I fell asleep three
‘times when I was proofing the bookj I did only the galleys, and asked the pub-
‘lishers to do the pages because I knew I simply couldn't get through the book
again! ... Glad Tom liked -THE MILL CREEK IRREGULARS. The next one 4in this .
.. series ~~ THE PINKERTONS RIDE AGAIN -- ism due this summer, and I'm currently
. /. writing, however slowly, the fourth - THE-GHOST OF BLACK EIAWE. L8 _ANDy whagh

~ 48 close to half done.

’is 3

‘Sandy's trouble wasn't primarily immaturity; that was only part of it. At
‘basgls it was simple stupidity; she did not grow at all, except backward, from
‘the age of 18, and T should say that at the present time she hag the mental
. age of 13. I gave a statement to the press at the time of the divorce passing
. her off as not having matured sufficiently to take her obligations as wife and
mother seriously, but that was simply cover, however true. BShe was stupid 4in
‘all waysj she couldn't learn not to interrupt me when I ‘worked, for instancej
‘she didn't have any better sense than to pick as’ paramour such a pig as Coe-
nen, who always did leak at the_mouth, and who is almost as old as I =« and
when people couldn't believe that she'd look at him twice, he had no difficulty
Anducing stupid Sandy to pose in the nude in various lewd poses &0 that he coulc
‘photograph her and pass the photographs around as proofl -- imagine such astu-
pidityl == and so on. There are worse defections and disloyalties than adul- -
‘tery, I could have forgiven that, but I couldn't forgive bad taste and stupidit;
: ‘0f such magnitude. If I'd had to continue living with Sandy, I'd have arranged
. a convenient accident to help her shuffle off thie mortal coilj not because I

.-~ hated hery for I didn't, but simply because I couldn't stand her colossal atu-

~ pidity any longer. And I have to admit that I had one all planned out; and 1'a
.~ have done it with no more compunction than I'd have killed 8 f1y == that is, if
TS 8 L else failed me. Joa : : ; G0 Wit gy '



e

.'_;Luckily all elaa didn't fail me. she agread to the divoroa on ny torms abso~
- lutely. But she didn't raally .want her children, any more than sghe wanted
_the child she carried out to Galitoruia =~ another married man's ghild =- and
- gave up there at my directionm. You can understand why I wasn't in love with
~ her when I married her == but she couldn't believe I hadn't been in love with
~ her sincey and I hadn'ty when I told her a year ago-I was dirnrcing her and
!~ hadn't loved her aince four. montha herore our wedding, when I found out she
' was pregnantj and you can understand just' how stupid she is, when she couldn't
avaen learn by her own experience in 1952-3, but had to involve herself yet

asain with a married man far lower than her first involvement. It was simply

- too much for me to have to endure such 1diooy. and ahare in reuponsibility for
:;1t 1agn11y. Bo I endod 1t. 555.1_ Y ol ‘._wf_.L SE

—

© And Itve been delighted ever. since that T dide I shoulda! 1t have had that
o silly feeling of responeibility and married her. I should have Bhucked her

off at once when I found out about her stupidity in 1952. . But' the ‘fact was

that I- didn't. and the fact is that if I had followed my intellectual convic-
tions instead of my responsibility-sense, I wouldn' t now have April and Walden,
-who are-a delight to have around, for myself primarily, but also for my folks,

who seem to thrive 1n the faoe of this challenge.. Hothing is so important to
aging people as to teel aativaly neaded ‘and wanted, and they nou oortainly have
that fealingl sy st e AL

_WhI;. 80 much_tof now, I wuat gat back to the novel 1n progrena,__z.

A

_f;-_. e . all best alwaya. a:factionately. 2




Dec. 7th

Dear Augsust,

I am learning a lot from you -- zund
lines I didn't know 1 had in mind when I
wrote the first note! 7You are an atterly
gmazing person - so developed in so many
respects that is hard to realize that the
many "you's" are in one person. I may not

be making sense - but I feel at the same time
that you are the most intezrated person 1
have ever xnown.

along

I was completely ignorant of multi-climax
women. ©oince you have written what you have
about your exwife, I wonder which of

ms is
worse off, she with her constant need in her
way or I in mine. There is at least one odd

thing about my reactions, and that is the sen-
gitivity of the clitoris - I can barely stand
to have it touched, and then only when the sur-
roundins are=z has been thoroughly aroused. I
think I have given the wrone impression aboutb
one thing - there was plenty of pre-play (in

fact, that's all it amounfted to) for the fiﬂst
seven or eight months of our, marriace in-
o T e j2 4 L 'ZF J
duleged in it at great lenmtﬂ% in order 00 %elo
him get an erectlon. I wo ld zet stimulated,

then too weary to hare much emotion (I still
prefer not more than fifteen minutes or so

of preparation). I'm not sure I told you
medical examina ion revealed the necessity

for sur~-ical removal of the hymen - with his
inability to achieve an erection, we hadn't
found that out. 4 peculiasr thing was that in
premarital exploration, there had been at least
enouzh space for finger insertion. (If I am
less lucid than usual, it's because of the pain
in my forehead).

THEAL Y RUY A UGS TV T Wlamss ewes S MY e

- there is in your cace.
~ than you would think.uhnn you meet people sociallye
. do == though, I may have to do it tonight, since I've
Governor's Mansion in Madison for the fourth time,
—- thera is a 1imit to what one can turn downe Still,
night. I won't. Your failure to get any response
of reasonss .

B i
mber 60 o
I[ i : ! ’ %
‘md I'm not asare of
tex person with a- zood
thing, with ‘the happy
1 myself #K moralities’
zI do-out of love is
3 I do not invade the
5. Mg, pretty much.

on ard you end up‘
and that I.-‘auapocf.‘_

happil?

our tace in inten- i
gut you should not. have
Hwev‘ar, it

0 urgenta
Emzthaxw
Ibecumserao uh$ﬁﬁaeaa
'block his successful
‘sexual drive, such as .
nmmn iszum.abmmnstaut.
lcase a couple enjoyad
wmen had naot’ been ‘broken.
} that it was'less long
Ve Thenaaradnﬂhdta
2 opening large ‘pnough
the migtake of attempt-
'even though this is 80
|with laughter —- an ex-
mmnﬂm.amd'ﬂuﬂ;umoh y
'are ‘more w,l.llins to

[ vas previoualyéangaged
I were Lo prefeglthia
& wrote before, of the
mtions Jdeallys ‘though,
exual, gratif hmm&mzin

5 ally that there is a general lack of communication; you Verity that
R e Aotually, lock of cogmunication is far wmore wideapread on-every pl
That is a thing I don't care mnch to
‘been invited to a party at the

and-I've turned down the previous threc
4f I strongly don't want to go to-
ﬁmmlyourlnmbnndlmmrbe due to a varie!
The feeling that you are out of your province which impells-him f ‘to turn away

from your ideas -~ or the conviction-that he may get too deeply into. scmathing: the fear

_ aommitting himsalf to somethins.; _ v

No, I've never lived with a daadﬂan; I
wife was just stupid, and I didd®t find

NE e o

am always quite sure of people's reactionse My
it nearly so agonizing as

Just irritating to live



. : 3 1S5 DProbably top late
now:to?hope-fop.moreﬁthan the-pleasurable'stimula—
~ tion and,subsequent-;elaxst;on that I get,

_ yoqr_expefienee with yoqr
exwife. As responsive:afpersonfas JOou are must
: whole.situatipnfagonizing. I cannot

_ it I wish I coald~uﬂéefs£énd" myself, 7T have been
'“{%1-whaving an almost congt. '

ant headache for severagl
- months, Some of the'tima"Ifeanf'o out - and worx -
B : I am quite incapacitated. Pometimes
: i 80es away when T am p

rticularly interesteqd




it has
However,
felt
T don't know
from ontimum
that I
medical
do

in something. (As a matter of fact,
lessened while I was writing this).
can't count on that. I have alwuys
hampeeed by physical limitatlons -
whether you can appreciate how far
I usvally am (considerins, of course,
have no dread didease!). Neither my
doctor nor psychiatrist has been able to
much -- it's up to me to find sone answer, and
thus far I feel helpless. [ find myself giite
introspective - and wonderings whether at a sublevel
I do feel guilt_at my partial solution to my
problem. ihen -ous was small, I hsd a snell of
eight or nine months of conthudl heqdaﬂhe,

1

ordinarily more severe than this - which ultimately ) @

were relieved by benadryl - though the attendant
confusibdn was very unpleusant. (I misht comment
that at that time I had experienced no more than
superficial attractions with no acgtivity whatso-
ever - I didn't even realize then how barren my
existence was.

I must tell you that neither Bob nor Poug
thought it surprising of me to sabscribe to the
Capital Times , and we've all been enjoying your

journal, 1I'd never known before how to describe
what 1 saw when snow came toward the car. I have
been anxious to continue readine Dong's books

of yours but have found sustained reuding almnost

ymber 60
ind I‘m not aimre oi‘
Lex person with a zood
thing, with the ‘happy
myself $f moralitiea
I do. out of love i .
3 I do not'invada the
lnes me;u%ttrpmohmﬂ '

case a éouple enjayed :
ymen ‘had not' been broken,
that it wmslnaa:umg

impossible. L There are,infinite
: : :  opening large encugh
I wanted to wite soon enourh so you misht he mistake of fattmupt-
be able to write me again before Doug's vacation even though this is' 8O
starts the 16th. I know that I have no claim with laughter - an “_
to your attention, but I do thank you. 4And I outhy and that nuah
will of course understand if you don't have time. s, m;re willing to
Youg is still having 4vouble with inso-nia, Pm;:gn??"fi,:" id

I finally made an apointment with my psychi&srist,
who subsequently suz~este” another one durin-
Chrgstmas v.cation. He sugsesteg that Doug's
interest in his work might be partly dae %o

1y A

o |‘

m

_¥elly noy I didn't think sex your only problem: ir
1t ‘almost follows naturally
“ ‘thers is in your case. Antually. lack of
~ bhan you would think when you meet people mocially.
- do == though I may have to do it tonight, since I've ‘be
Governor's Mansion in Madison for the
== there is a limit to what one can tu
night, I won't.

It seldom is,

en invited

rn down, ' S5till,
_ Your failure to get any,reapunaa from
of reasons. . The fbellng that you are out of your pro
. from your ideas -~ or the conv:nticn/tha* he may get
.'committing himself to aomething. : e i R
No; I've never lived with a deadﬁan;

wife was just stupid, and I diaa¥t find it nearly so agonizing as

'xumlgmuhnﬁnathmiin

that there is a general lack of communi
gommunication is far more wid

?umnmmi
~this

mmraﬁsi am:pnﬂﬂum
cationj ynu verﬁty that

to a partyeﬁ;tho 5

fourth tima. and-I've turned down the previous threa
if I strongly don't want to g0 to=
your husband may be due to a variety
vznceldunh.imparh$hdm.to mnnxauny
too deeply into something: the faar of

vAF

N

I am always quite sure of_people‘s reactions.

Just irritating to live

eapread on every plane
That is a thing I don't care much to



reason and to think about that.
~glad he is to have help if he ne
T was hoping he. didn

if yo woald;hgye_a

Of course I'm
eds, but I sunpos
Ij-:eally_need.itﬁf_I,WOﬂder
ny opinion about this matter.
t.reputable and has a hard

egular patients,

that he could help
' otivations if

lat right?)




- _ 10 Degember 60
Deax Barbara, | | |
Ido‘x;'timasine ‘that aﬁ}'_:ape:c-:iéi'éffort ‘wab put into creating me, and I'm not mreof S
. maklng any special effort to integrate myself, I am a highly complex person with a.good
- many facets to my personality, and I grew up doubting almost everything, with the happy

result that I soon established my own bpsic needs without involving myself #f moralities
- and without ending up-with guilt complexes and the like. Whatever I do out of love ds
- beyond.moralsy and I have a right to do what I 1ike just as long as I do not invads’the
~.xdghts of Gthers or dmpair their legitimte happiness <- that confines me pretty muchs
- Add to it a good self-discipline and a degree of skilled organization and you end up
' with what the politicians would describe as'a conservative liberal, and that I suspect
pretty well fits onall planes: | e e L e e B e

~ Your husband vas (perhaps is) clearly leboring under what the Freudians happily oall '
- the incest~tabu (the almost dead giveaway is his wanting to cover your face in inter—
. gourse)s <ss Your clitoral ‘sensitivity is cutside my experience, but you should not have
. bawn %00 sensitive for a tongue-tip; fingers can cocasionally be too urgent. Howeyery it
48 entirely understandable. that desire aroused in you should ebb when the normal progress-
~ don of scduction does not take place.  Your husband's inability to become erect ‘doubtless
stems from his ptrong sexunl picture of his mother which exists £o°block his Buccessful
~-participation in intercourse because he confuses the object of his sexual drive, ‘Buch as
--dt<isy with his mother and recoils in psychic guilte  ssses The hymen is not alwaya taut.
It may acfually give under pressure from the peniss Iy -one local case a couple enjoyed -
- intergourse for a year or more before it was discovered that.her hymen had not been broken.
I dldn’f inquire as to the'length of his penisy but it is possible that it was ‘less long
- than average, and her hymen might have been recessed a little more. There are infinite
- variations in physiological structure, of course, A hymen with an opening large encugh
~ to permit a finger's entrance is not uncommon, ese I never made the mistake of attempte
ing to kiss a woman with my mouth wet with her lubrication fluid, even though this is so
highly antiseptic that I always found it «- and here you may rock with laughter - an ex-
.~ @ellent ‘cure for a coldsore! It takes but a moment %o wipe one's mouth, and that much |
> oonsideration is obligatorys = ssss Oddly enoughy women generally are more willing to -
 stimulate men orally than men are to stimulate womens  Some women positively like to
<do.it, evén though many men are repelled by it. I am more or less indifferent to ity
for 1t takes a certain skill; my wife was goed at ity but a girl I was previously engaged

_ to, though ahe loved to do ity was not at.all good at it. But if I were to prefer this
. mode ofgratification, I would prefer a man to do it because, as I wrote before, of the
- greater roughness of the male tongue, and thus the greater stimulation. Ideally, though,
> oral stimilation should be just that, a preliminary to mutually sexual gratification in
~; Nell, noy I didn't think sex your only problem. It seldom'is, If there 18 a sex. vroblem
St ..-j_t;'l,'nl.moat:; ~follows naturally that there is a general lack of cbmunicati_oh;"y'oﬁg?eigﬁ tga;:
© thers is in your case. Actually, lack of comminication is far more wldespread on every plan
- bhan you would think when you meet people socially. That is a thing I don't care much to
- do —~ though I may have to do it tonight, since I've been invited to a party at the
~ Governor's Hansion in Madison for the fourth time, and I've' turned down the previous three
==~ there is a limit to what one can turn down, 8tilly if I strongly don't want to go to-
~ night, I won't. Your failure to get any response from your husband may be due to a yariety
of reasons. The feeling that you are out of your province which impells him o turn away
from your ideas -~ or the conviction-that he may get too deeply into something; the fear of
committing himself to something., J7E S S
Noy I've never lived with a deadgan; I am elways quite sure of people's reactions. My
wife was just stupid, and I didd®t find it nearly ®o agonizing as just irritating to live



. _remsgon for it, and I'd have a voutine checkupy if I were you =~ eyes testedy
iy yes, it may be guilt -- this takes strange forms, and makes itself manifest in various

% evezwhody theory. _

. = 'g'..: .

with her. I can't communicate very much with my parents, e:.t;her, 'but thara'is no neces--
sity of communicating with them beyond the prosaic daily matters of which we Bpedk we
the groceries, village gossip, the weather, family data. They don't understand what a
creative persan needs, they expect me to sacrifice my time and self for my. ohildran. and
BO On =- a8 you 5e¢ bymycolumn. Igiv'aagood deal of time tom'childran;

: _damands—-— my po.renta' — 8re cml,v}r ridioulous- SRR

A aunstant headache may be paych:[n — payuhoaomtio, 'they call :.f; now'- in origine
Research suggests that migraine, which afflicts women so.much more than meng s Very
" often tied in with the menstrual oycle, On the othar hand, thera may be. sone pl

‘hag tha sound in your ' caae of ‘l:anﬂiqn, and: p;-egumbly 3ou'va had - .checkups pé l.y ‘:.:’-0h|

ways, I wondery though, if your husband's sending you to a therapist were not expiativa,
. 4in itself = more than ths therapy was in hisg suboonacioua, but some compensation for
" his own :Luadequacy, of which he nmat ba awar' v no matter how ha disgujaea it

: to maka 3t tnore pa!!atabla. _-' TS i et !

._"\"

T g wouldn't presume ‘to diagnoae Doug,s *.lnaamia. It magr be/aimple concem ab
_grades; it may be sexual frustration or. conﬂmt; 4t may be simply eyeatrain ‘48 pa~
_tently absurd to suggest at once that the trouble is psychic in origin = that ia the
“Jargon of the pmfesaional paynhiatriata. and I don't subscribe to their pige'onhol i

Well, enough now, I'va got to get to. work¢ Beatwiﬂhss.
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 bows that I divarced hor this aftornoon, und hive custody of tho
¢ subject €0 reasonable visiting privileges =

 Doar Millurd & Hoberta, i o 5
: '.f.:-?Zﬁie-ll;ifé'?;téll@z?.hbn'e you tonight, but found you had no telephonss 80 T got

__hold of Jorry, who told me that Sandy had called and given you the melancholy
' childrony -
-whenever

- Bubject £o reasonabl . = which will amount-
o 3&}35]-0@0;-'“;““ to Eﬂt her to visit th..m. EN D

~ The charge was cruel and inhuman troatment, resulting in groat mental an-
- gulsh, but the basic fact was that Ban ~wanted out, and indulged in the
- tiost vulgar adulterous affair to get it. _For the past 18 montha she has - -
. beon arrying on with Shimmel Coenen, and no act of disloyalty was too great
. for her to oomalt in this affair. After I had oaught them heve togother

~ ‘last year March 3, and warned him from the ‘premices, sho went to the lengths

of telephoning hin to give hin tho all clear sigual o that he could cons
< out to dndulge in their adulterous fum. - Hot only that, when 1 uspected

" ‘mhat /was golvg on-sach time I went for a hike g and put tho telephonsc ona

S Juck, losking it in tho studio éach time I ‘went out thereafter, she got the

. number of my key,: and he, misropresenting hinseif as its ounery had dupli-
_ cate koys sent by the companyi when April tattled on hor @othery ghe haod him

“bring her another telophone to hide 4n the closet, nlso on a jacks They

- conducted their affair with the greatest bragenness =~ letting themselves bo

‘8een together, talking foolishly over the telephone so that the gentrals could
listen and spread talk of their affair, and 80 On. Finally, Bandy, telling

. me sho wag golng to spend a weekend with June Doudna Sheehans met Shimmel =
' 4in HMilwaukee, where thoy registercd at the Tlankinton the weelend of Fabruary '

. Oth-as mon ‘and wife. To add to all thig mess, she told me she liad accepted
not only clothing and other gifte from hin, but also between $300 id $500.

An oashy like a-comson prostituto.

-

- Had her paramour beenm a younger man, 1 could have understood tl -But he
is 42, and ‘a'man of the foulest reputation, ‘as ghe very well knew, a man’ @
who couldn't resist bragging that he was making her, which she knews and yet
kopt on with hin.. In the testimony before the court, wo avoided'an adultery
charge, but it was evident to the judge, the Divorce Counsel, and everyons

- sloo that adultery hed in fact takon place repsatsdly without anyone's ever
saying aos I avoided this charge not for Sandy's sakey but for the sake of

‘the chiidren, who deserved better of their mother than she has given thems

- Tha Judge ordered the rocord sealed, so that B0 prying reporters could look
dnto it, but the Madison newspapers were alrsady aware of the affair; howe

every I don't think they will print anything that will hurt the children or

Jeopardize Sundy's job in ¥adison. Sandy elected not to contest it, for

- she knew I had a lot of witnecsses == people who had heard hoy boast of her

" affair with the swine Coonen, people who had seen thew together in COHPEO=

nising positions, and s0 one Ry : S e R R e



- feedleas to ey, for the oof the children, I d1d overythis 8g I could to

 turnher from her Jun o course. I might as well haue been talking to tue
| pinds She led ang o8, stoadily and alwaye, (oheut overything,-and her 11

' 8ha_had had about 2 years after we were

30w a8 Shilaus) Counen 1a oo myon.
low @nough to show such bad taste and

A1y But gy 204ys I don't hato hers T age

“Vs but we got along anicably enough, I

‘moral and social ‘bligation to'do s0j but

LAt aho give up hor illegitimate chitd,

8¢ must not happen agats,

fia How hore it i
chidldron, and once again ohe 4p
blnoels the father of two teen-

ae iBbeFs . Thore 1s, of course. ng
Or again assume tho J.o'_ga]:-:;-’qq;;opai-_—
for ‘TeBponaible, as s, Sandy's initsal monthts rent.
- . ®8s paid 1 Cocnen, and : “d continue to poy the rent, Hig
fe s ‘®ile will not | & divorce, though’f_-,gﬁi.;ihasj#rnmdd' to marry hin, doge
. pite my ,Bould find someons of hor own age. ' 8he is apt
o tell the truth. - Bandy had li_té;ranyaev'a;jythﬁ;g s
‘friendgy she npt'ndtg_:iplaboa."we ) ed

entortained and ware
place on the haclﬁ;st’rqet;

Of & choap and habitupr
hivk, is what 8ho calls "having her Areedom,™

: _-I;-'té nnt.vou bath to




A DEPOSITION

I, Sandra Derleth, of my own free will, want to make the following statement

of facts: that, beginning in Beptember, 1957, W. J. Coenen (otherwise known

as "Shimmel" Coenen) of Sauk City, paid persistent attention and court to me §
that presently he overcame my soruples to sexual intercourse with him, and we
committed adulteryj that thereafter we committed adultery at avery fa?orable
opportunity, when my husbgnd was known to be away from homej that he peranaded
me to telephone him at such times as mp husband was away from our house, either
on business or on a hike in the marshes; that he induced me to meet him in
Madison in afternoons and during evening houra 'han my huaband taught in that
city, such maatings being arrangad for his oon?enience in sexual intercourse;
that he suggested to me that I obtain the numbars of my husband's key to his
studio. g0 that he might mierepresent himsalf to the Ruaaell & Erwin Company
and obtain duplicata keys to that room in our houae. which he did; that, finally,
he persuaded me to join him in Milwaukee on ‘the evening of February 6, 1959,

and that he and I thereupon registered at the Plankinton Hotel as ‘man. ‘and wife,
and remained so registered until the morning of February 9, 1959, and that we
1ived in the hotel for that weekend as man and wife in adulterous union; that
he endeavored to persuado me to desert my huahand and family and “elope" with
him across the boundary of Wisconsin, so that we might continue to.;ive adulter-
ously. This is a true statement in every particular, and so I do swear. -

Witnesses

Subscribed and eworn to before me this
day of February, 1959.




' All thanka for your lettero I dnn‘t*vthough. nantca?fri d[u xguch:long ok
- atanding as 'you to think that I was guiity of unfairneas to Sandy; I'may
‘have bgen guilty: ot,folly in marrying her,»bu ;am.gur was not nnfair.
_ You have to underatand -some of the background. When I firat ‘met' Bandy at
- her 1k, she was the product of ‘quarrelsome and,povarty»aﬁrioken parsnts uho ot
“had moved into this area, and she appeared about to bacome the private
“thing of two ‘boys slightly older than harsalf. I took her up. into a 5roup
_of people of mixed: agaa. ‘but moatly from 15 to. 25. and tookﬂ er 'to see .

~ And when it came to- seduction == 1t 13 true. my reaiatanc *asifutils, :or
-4t was ghe who wished it and brought it about, therehy pu%ting me up ae
~ gainst the reaponaibilitiea and ohligationa ‘such’ an action dncurred. _Iu,,“‘
~am afraid that I am too much a man of prinaiple for my owr good. and 1t ia ot
this that 13 reaponaible for tha preaent circumatan s - :

TLWhat I did not than 806 was that Bandy was alwaya amoral. ;Sho had abso-”ﬁ*
~ lutely no sense of right or wrong in a moral way, and rram ‘that ‘time on ==
1949, it was a constant struggle within mysalf as to ﬂeoidtng which couraa.g
was best for her. I tried to make her understand that every word ‘and every
- act carried. rasponaibilitiea toward. aociety with 1t"but'§§r phiIOBophy aln'
‘ways seemed.to be one of dodging responsibilities. aﬁbsoribed X1
~ anything, it was to the incredible belief that she couls somehow both haxe i
her cake and eat it. When I gave her an angagamant ring. ‘she was’ tiniah-
‘ing her 17th year, and I did so at that time because her mnthar ina;atad
I do 80 to stem local gossip. After her graduation 'in her 18th yeary she .
went to Madison to worky this was againat ny wiahea; for I felt she was not.
- sufficiently equipped to work in the cilty, even atnx&ng'wi%h her grandpar=
ents. Even so, this worked out well until her. grnnafathat ‘died. ‘suddenlyy. -
_and from that time ony, her amorality. assarted dtoelfs “the fall of 1952
4t seemed to me. an impossibility to ‘marry hey, and’ “the: intnecember. she
“became pregnant == not by me, but by a marriad~man ‘who worked in the same
- office where she worked. Her: paronta brpught an aotion— gainst him. which e
 he séttléd out of court, and I married her in April nezt;yuar ‘begause X -
felt it my moral and social reapona&ﬁility to do 80y with the undaratnnding’”

:';_that ‘Sandy would go to California when I went there to. laature == ostenasie

R qualm

~ bly on our honeymoon . have thn baby andfgive it up. whinh sha did without 1

B & felt it incumbant upon me. to give her a chance at raapectability and

. cover up for her as much as possible, and: I went to considerable expense
~"to do Bo. For the first few montis I watched her carefully, and felt that
she responded as she shouldj she tried hard, I honestly felt; she learned
how to cook and bacama a good gaok; BhB kapt the houao wall — too welly, I



Sri

R -

B Ye

somotimes thought, and 80 one But I did notica-onard;aturhinggtqctprgé?'shq
. had np_rqapngt_th:my_unrk; despite my at first gentla'admppitions:anﬁfmyi?T
1a§ar_ha:shlpnea.iaheyihte:ruptad'mq whenever ahq_tq;t'1iks;itgapd“£or{tha- S
__'-moat_triviéi?faaqyﬁd.gaolthat I'could{navar]ait“doﬁn{to;mygtypgg;;tef}yiphggt“3 -
'v,stlipg?yhgtﬁxaiquld;b@;ipterrupted-apd 1;a1iaya;aaa.?somatimhsjthrﬁéﬁhgmaagj;;
{n the gourse of a morning, often for matters so triyial as the dressing oo &
~ a salad, the need to admonish or discipline the children for somg minor dn=

. fraction ;h;uhgdh0n1dghavp gona_unnoticad.,anqyao'ch;[_quatthqlﬁaé;iiﬂtﬁ}yi"

.'i'withfaimanfhnljﬁﬁ;3egga.ydunger_xhan_I.*thns_alaq;middlaiégé

. Not only that, he brought her an auxiliary telephone for my downs

~ _that pa;hﬁpgﬂohild;qnftare;;hé'aclutionf:ao we had April and Walden, Bub. = .

. even baxorQJSanﬁjiggva-birth”to'Walden'ghafwas unfaithful to mej she ommite

e tad,adulteryfiiﬁhga;ypungqr,rallow. closer to her own 8gés . 1 pratended ig=
_norance, feeling that he would cut and run, which he did.  Perbaps

eirorgﬁﬁfr#atenéfizpﬂféncagjtpr‘1t,muathavd'aaaurdaghpf“tﬁéﬁ}P§b19§“¥§f39559:':°

oy 'k

“in Sept

This sh _

o did émﬁé:{'ibﬁ?Q whéhiahe,ﬁdoifﬁp'HOT'wi££9a1§$ﬁﬁdlﬁ§§?bg_ﬂu_f

_ dy o married mally

“notorioua aa a 1pahar_an¢‘aod0mist..one who ahe?knegyleagnﬂjatﬁ;hafmdﬁthj}not;

~enough of a man to keep from bragging or_his-conhuesta.-aﬂman?w;thjtﬁqﬁtégn-'f

" age daughters who-could be hurt by his condunt.“andlan?hébituél[adq;tére#;f_: 3
‘Bhe had been warned against this man, andituld”juatlhowJ#Qddeax}ﬁitb?hiﬁ{gjj'

~ one -sharp remonstrance from her would have kept nim in his placao. Bhe en= '
couraged himsinstead, and an adulterous affalr of the most vulgar pature .

then ensuede I hqcama]swarafof it the £ollowing.Denagbériﬂ:emqpatrhyedjwiih;.

her, all in{vdiﬁq;_;-had7thon to face the problem ot;phgtxtoudgéﬁgﬁdilﬁdqcidqg
- to begr}uishWixgnntilalxhhdiennugh{evldenca-td'wipa,harﬁqutho!;F3£1i£¢iénﬂ'g
~ st41] keep the children, since I nad decided by that time that ehe was unfit.
" %o have them. She and her paramoua;dambnatrauqd‘their :atuouéfatu§1ﬁ1t33§?:
_sabhlins-atlliltfpvar”tha;telephonﬁi'witb’oenfraléfliatﬁﬂﬁnsfiﬁat@ﬁﬁpggé" hei:
_ahamautdrgand_wideokjI'did;all-I could to keep him from the house, and he ged-
ed my:ta:pingﬁ;ﬁbnt;alaslﬁthe}moment my back yaa.thnod‘tolgqﬁpn;ﬁgpikqi§éﬁana
I went more rarely than ever -- or to teach my'clasagin.ﬁadiaongjghfﬁfq}aphbned
him and gave him the all clear signal for morewadultqry-?;ﬂhdnjlﬁdiﬁc.&piﬁﬂéﬁhat
_was golng on, % locked the telephone in my studio, to which she ha _no keys 3he
‘then zqt'thalnumheﬁiaf;mw_quj slipped it to him, and, he had dupli e mades
_ : i : wngtairs plugs.
;-*?195113¢ft?fgﬁpﬁh&ﬁﬁ%&max.;ahplpretandad.to'viait;a;bridbamaiﬁﬁiﬁ}ﬁ@}#qukgqi
erb;uaryTﬁthiﬁnhéni;;panx'down to lecture tharaikthan:metThétqphxéﬁgﬁk?ﬁxhﬁf

' Milwaukee hotel, registered as man and wife, and spent the weekend there with.

"him,  When she returned home February 9th, I\faﬁed'her_with&mjgkpdwlédgﬁiand'

she confessed in front of my secretary and mysalt¢],1.thapntbldfhgr;;“ﬁés;goh
_ing_tujdiwbr@a.hc:'absolutely, that I intended tofhawe'tha.chiid:ppgjandtthat
i K ahe'toughtjfogwthem'l would swear out a eriminal warrant on. an adultery

~ charge and put her in prison if poseiblej; 80 ahe elected not to fight for the

children == which is gecretly what she wanted, obvicusly =~ and gagerly co=
operated in my obtaining this divorce. S0, for the sake of the childreny ve
_ parted amicably, and she sees them for the time being every weekendy but this
will spon end as a more ex¢iting 1ife opens up to her. BRIk

Now then, I would not pretend to say that in all this I was blameless. By
no means. Only that I was considerably more blameless than she was. Being



. married under such a oloud as ours, I couldd hardly trust her again, yet I ddd

-"-?try;r-;obvioualx;so.ﬁuacéaaiqlly;that]ahé;qhh:hhle_tdiindﬁlgaain:two adulter=

- ous affairs in six years. 8o on that ascors I could hardly be condemmeds Now

- & 'for entertainment, In every week since our marriage we averaged company out
~here 3 nights == 3 pights per week for six yearal @ In addition to thaty we went

-' ' putf;ér;@;nqe:;gpﬂaxe:aga}qg_ggggggggyaok?bqi§&FQQBkﬁﬁrl:hﬁtﬁt&hﬁé;*ﬂbfedvar.
. wa averaged ohe concert, play, #tc. and 1% movies per week all of that time.

Frlf“ﬁherd;'&ﬁ.Oﬁéﬁthinng&?did;littlé?bf;ﬁiﬁfiﬁéﬁdéﬁﬂihgjfﬂinbﬁfénfthqpdaﬁﬂﬁ@

-_Jflébr.Ifignﬁ}tngo.fﬁthfo"£hst;muaia..and]thﬁt.d;npliﬂiaQQtfgpoa;torfﬁe.<EI

Zixs sacrificed much work to fulfil my obligations to a younger. woman who naturally

2 wanted more activity than I would normally want, I sacrificed hiking, which

'*f15&8’93t;¥fﬁQOQﬂﬂﬂertoimeaﬁfér;;tuxekﬂﬂﬁrhxtgjﬁw¢hrdativﬁﬁptoceasaaa,iHofah,
overy 1 spared Sandy all the shopping; I did
i Jewelry, by three times over what her fr:
<{ONCETA WeEke - AT E AR W ) T

id its Further, she had more dresses,
uds hade - She had ‘a’cleaning woman

s

' 8he was always gond to the childrén, and had been a good mothery but in the .
~past 1} years of her vulgar liaison ghe had become short and irkitable with

= .them,léndﬂhaﬂ;ﬁpaertﬂlly:cdéupergtad'iﬁﬁéﬁﬁdﬁpﬁ?ﬁh&ﬁfﬁprt@;myimqphppté_sixfy
 efternoons per week, to clear the beds in vase I went for a protracted hike.
- During all that time, while I knew what was godng on, I never enjoyed a hike,-

._;a-childﬁé natural mother is always best for him. Thie simply isn’t so. The

 ‘Now then, as to her sexual 1ife. It might be

. Bisgifrankly thet she ds Pao good”, whick 4

4

for fear of finding her pregnant and myself Jlegally if not paturally respon=

children deserve a mother, but it is folly to assume that

. sibles This is manifestly ho way to lif¥ey I am sure you will grante It had
- to end, ¥ know the

Al

blologlcal process doesn't garry brainpowsr with 1t. And Sandy herself ad-
Oy mOTAldys & cTo oo

thought that she turned to

~ other men in lieu of inadequate sex 1ife at homes . This is not so.. In ten

5&3earﬁwa*@dpuléﬁing*SandyﬂwasjaxtbqordinariljfgpllfBdtiztiéﬁ;;gSHG;waﬁ:and.

';.;g;ia-ﬁna*b!;phg_manyfclimq;:xqmenfﬁaa-oppoqu?fﬁ@ﬁﬁéae;nglegplgﬁa;ﬁqomap)._and'
- 4n our sexual life, Sandy averaged 15 climaxes each time we had intercourae,

- and at ope time had 55 at a single .occesionl  In all our married 1ife, Sandy

_ ¥as never refused but twlce, when I was i1l'and she'should have had better - .
- sense than to importune me. Further, on the very day that she agreed before.

~cur counsel to give up the ehildren, she oane home mnd callously demanded $o

_be served ~= and had to be served: throe times in the following twenty-four
. bour. perdod for a total of 51 ¢limaxes. Hor:demands ran in cycles == some=-

Iq5ifﬁ1pesiﬁﬁthing”fdr;dﬁybg“theﬁ twi;a hnd‘tﬁred%ﬁim&ﬁggidhy{{o?fa‘iqgk.or”tuo.

.g;ﬂ@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬂn;fﬂ p:L

I have to admit that I was matisfactory to her because I did NOT love her,

f.nndﬁiﬁﬁésinbt_theréfqre:émotionally~involvad‘and*fhua;drivan;to aarly- or=
- gasms X was fond of hery but I no longer loved her even when we were maye

. ried, and for four monthe before that time ~- ever since I learned of har.
- pregnancy by another man with whom she had carried on an affair of some dura-

E tiqn;-.m_



‘ 1?.

~ You may uax that sho felt thia. but 1t la not Bq.'-_
the time of our divorce, she was 1ncraduloua; nhe:_“
atate of aftaira-_igd- .:m-.uaﬂ.n=n:%«ﬂ o

Bhe did. aax that sha’ telt“inferior to ne
1mpatient; when goaded ‘beyond all reasony ut ne _
~ghamods X protected. her: always in publics and xontcd !or hqr : e
_avail, Despite all my ‘gare in 1953, she atupldlyiblabbad ‘a1l those oaratully

. concealed details to her women friends herg; moreover, she atupidly boasted of
her affair with the local sodomists 'Thia.ﬁhﬂdgd “to her nillyftalephone .conver-
- sations, and her brazenness ganerally; pius he k. % 5 4
and the manifeat fact that she 1s ingapable pyinz. raally 1ov1ng to ‘the.

- point ‘of saorifice ~- not only me, but anyonéyaincluding her nhildren R nhe g
rationalizad giving them up by sayings truthfulivg that thag wouldn't be happy

grandparenta and a 1oving fathor and a big: houae ‘and yard == made it perfectly
plain that I had fulfilled any. moral or 80o0ial obligation I had to her, and X
- could no longer sadrifice myself for an ideal Q?Bha had given no quarter hoie
raespectability; she would have none of it”ﬁﬁnd”thua proved once. ‘again for this
idealistic blockhead that ana oannot no ter how ¢ % a_maka%a:ailk puraqg
out of a Bov’s ear._ A TR S Teser podin T 7 15 ;

The plain fact is that ahe was too Btnpid to live with any langar. This wau o
- mortification beyond tha: ‘gall of duty, and I would have none of’ 2t, It wan-ﬂ“
either divorce her or ‘Bacrifice my self-reapeot, and without gelf-respect 3 5%
~am done as a man and a writer. - That is it and ‘there caunot sver be a re-;_u
~ conciliation; I cannot cnndescend that far. not e#en ZOr the aaks of my
) children. e < : ‘ G Ts \ 3

Your letter oﬁly provaa again - what pao } X | : _
good front I put ups And how: fut:le it wasy theae events hare now shown. She
~ was 80 frail a re@d, and so utterly ‘brainless, that, not only could she. not

_ taka heed or my wiadom, sha could not eve enaxit_hy her own expariencel

1 am aorry to learn you ve haen ill nndado yyali maana get 1n tuuch with
mg when you 'do come to Madisons I hava a nisht glass there every thnaaday
t hrough May 27, and we could ‘have -dinner beforn ‘that olagsiin writiog for
publicationy and you ‘could come to class 4if you likad. for 1t’5 very 1nfor-'3
mal and great fun -= (I quote tha atudante!) : TR :

Hy best.EIWayﬁ.-
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m l.aarnad of your- tranaror rrm-.-your:;mtha . 'epk or; an ‘agos
nnd ausumad you would ‘be writing presently. to give e ynur ‘new add-
| :.-oaa. ﬁ_,ﬂ 1ike B good ‘deal, ‘even if ‘you may have o go. later;

-I'='th_'e’ al'l'ay the poaaibilitriynn ‘may not have to ‘go at all new

ER B R e ok
‘your astiona T sb.mld aay\that_yon répraaent ‘the wvast

--mjoﬂty. Jsmal adjustmant 1n ‘marriage is &8 long-lnatmg@mbm
The, VEry. Tirst aonaideration 48 thigi==’ “absslute ﬁanknaas dn" ﬂia- &

‘eussing the matters The ‘second ‘is’== no pmxicncy WThat is, ‘don"

~ ghow the alightest n!.gn of gheok: er'dinpleamo ab Ihatovar form.

aaxual enjoymt takes m moment you do ahu*d!.splaam. you i
o spoil sex for your 3re VXL yeu pnctiaaitmknnaa, you can tell
your. wife that ysu. ‘are not being sati.uﬁed: she will oartainly bend

’ﬁrrért‘%o BdtEaly you, ‘be sure of that.. . gheimay £ind dtnec=: = =

: eaqp.ry_-t.g empley ether means apart from her yagina -~ tengus or. hann,- o

15 'she “ {In this regards statisties’ ghew that eut ef every S

married ceuples; ene practises ‘mutual sucking == 2 third of all m—

ried coupless) Ihntevar ghe doaa,“l.t 48 up to you to pomlt 4% end

learn to enjoy 4t "The 'ﬂ'ag‘l.lmm ¢ wear nt,‘h.n].r na fast as an. arect

: dong, bnt it can boma my unniuu,’-=,»

; It m' e:parima :|.a any crltornn,ammnmdn'- to | Llye bt e o
timag toﬂmimoa a man’ ‘does.’ If a man is oapab]n ‘of coming with - =
" her thnaa five t;lmea ‘woll and gud. Once ghe glimaxes &b least five

e tl.maa. ﬁ:emayind. suall:r:.s) be«satiuned,annmm thancmas

“pften and uafapidly ‘as you 1ikes " But until ‘she has. achisved. baui.cf s
_aati.a:racﬁnn you' sught’ nof. 40 1abigmur eranttnndge*am except only:
"b:.-laﬂyhattm*ahnta.“ 40 to 'speaks | The average woman hardly cll.ma :
‘at’all, and statistics indicate thab only 1 4n 30,000 women is Tegu= -
larly ud:isﬁed. Yany wemen.’ fake satisfactiens They require mere

~‘than & man ¥nows how to @give, dn a technique which invelves oona!.d-

3 uablo a.tbenti.on to thﬂ cli.tnris a.s rall. as: theﬁa,ginal apan.tng

mstance —— conﬁdantial. ploe.se o -hen I mlna lovo, I begtn :
wry 1oifmr91y. with some necking, a ‘Wwarmeup, Very tender and demon-
strative. Fresently I begin to stroke the 1naide of the legs, pacs=-
ing my hand gently, with slowly 4nersasing pressure, over the vagina
and clitoris, Soon I £ind the clitoris and begin to stroke it gently
{never with pressure) with one fingertip, bringing the natural lubri-



uﬁon/moh ﬁoms rgm t.he vag:lna to aaaa ‘the passuga ui' ths pinns
_.up to lave the slitoris, In this position she ,may. be brought to a°
" olimax by the ﬁnger. if ‘she 1ikes, with the finger either’ ‘continn
ing at the clitoris or plunging into the vegina while enother takes
pver. the elitoris, However, I uma:l.ly do not bring to a climax; i

tteaﬂ.;’,‘*ft&ke qw:‘ the: clitoria with m;r tona:.e nnd.hﬂ.ngher 40 a -

poa:lu, _:g;._., A
on’ d,-.oondﬁhjsaro), and coms. with hers X We ithont
“of. arraution unddmnatratinn ‘of. a.ﬁ'mtion :“In half
hnu.-tha whole procedurs, anminss:nr_auch verlnt.if
ars dssired, ars adyisable, ett., 48 e

average. only one or two climaxes, m
and ort.an 30. pnce ashigh assl.

G g et

Uﬂﬂly-_ tis, man who 15 dinatisﬂed. nqt a mane - If:
“than’ once, two or thrae times ought to ‘satisfy.youe .
--grcwa_'-:umuva, teach her to suck you;. $his {s much nlmar than
you would think, far cleaner: and more’ germ-free than kissings ‘The
fact 18 that lubrication of the genital organs 1s wery h:lghlrnnti
; since it must protect ths delicate, sperms,- and 4t will at-
k1 a.u 'bac‘baria 1t ooma m contact w.th.

‘Not much news. As you pmbahly Taow. 3anny'a‘grﬂnﬁrathqr'ﬂmpped-;
depd Yast Thursday. We buried him yesterday in Freeports I hed the
sorvice at the runaral ‘home; the Masons had it at the. a_gmabery. &o

Gauhllmo t.hm. too, mpt !!nm;y uho 13 1n aurvioa




B ]

STt

, Here's the material T promised., Have 1 forgotten
avthing? It’s sad to read this and to realize Aug's
camily doesn't cvean care about his wishes. How much
i saror could it be? Scandal-mongers have raped his
Jjournals and letters, hurting many p;cple, with nore
Ly in store for unsuspecting peroons mentioned in the
Vi ternny has aovmounend she could Blackmail 2/3's of Sauk

ity with the information she has dug up, Poor Bandy

i 1ost all of hexr privacY. She'd have ground:s fog &
'illy of a law suit. Others would too,.

7 eaiv Hildred and the kids would vealizae how badly +0is

.+ them look in the eyes of the public. They can't -

i taern theis lack of interest oOX involvenent, Even tage

At Historieal Society is puzzled, and they ask why thoy
Lewe never heayd anyihing from tha family. Dou't they
ot ien all correspeikience ends with lartmonn and they

vrar learn what is veally goidng on? The Historical Soci

senld like notbhing better than to carry out Aug's wishes
£

for sixzty years. They have stacks

nd Eviends. This whole sitvation has damagud the Hisvoricas

sutation is ruined. August looks ver'y

i, emd his reputation ig also danaged.

Lnstrgcting them to close the latters and jonrnals for
<~y wvears. One leitter is all that il would take, & leviex
sot from Hartwmann, but rather from his children or sister.
vour concern and interest in corrazcting this unfortunaic
<ivuation is appreciated, Alice, not only by me but by ihe
nuadrads of prople ont there who are aclkineg,. "why?" ¥Fron
soaut to coant tha letters have poured into tho Historical
Necicty, to the Auguat Durleth Society and I'm cercain,to
Pukure bhiographers shouid have gquite a bit to uay

sLout the family of Rugust Uerlethd  And even morsz to say

~Lout che lawyer who Youns® AJIL !



WILLIAM D. DYKE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
147 HIGH STREET
MINERAL POINT, W1 53565
(608) 987-3737

WILLIAM D. DYKE
THOMAS G. WHITE March 3, 1981

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
816 State St.
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

ATTN: R. Erney, Director

Dear E;,rEfﬁéy::i:ffé>/q

I've been asked to contact you by a party affected by the
Society's duties in connection with the disposition of the
materials deposited with the Society by the actions of the late
August Derleth.

As you know over the course of several years certain papers,
letters, manuscripts and journals were given to the Society by
Mr. Derleth.

As you know the will of Mr. Derleth contained certain specific
bequests of his property and created certain rights and respon-
sibilities for the State Historical Society. As I read the will
it provided in paragraph 7 as follows:

"I hereby appoint as my literary executor the Wisconsin
State Historical Society of the State of Wisconsin, to
be represented by its proper officers or by a competent
person employed by them for the duties. The Wisconsin
State Historical;Society, or the literary editors
employed by them, is vested with discretionary and
editorial powers. The proper officers of the Society
shall exercise the editorial discretion over the
publication or suppression, but not destruction, of
such unpublished manuscripts as I may leave. The
Society shall be at liberty to consult other impartial
authorities in the field of American literature to aid
in the exercise of their proper discretion, together
with a discretion to continue the publication and sale
of my already published works, or to prepare anthologies
of my published fiction, poetry or journal excerpts,
published or unpublished, for publication, either under
their own imprint or by lease to some other publisher,
for which service they can assess my estate the
customary 10% agent's fee. Title to my literary work
is to remain the property of my children, or as I may



State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Mr. R. Erney, Director

Re: August Derleth

March 3, 1981

Page 2

hereinafter provide by a later testamentary direction,
but in the event that circumstances should occur to
deprive me of my children and grandchildren, or any
descedent in a direct line, then I give and bequeath
to the Wisconsin State Historical Society all title,
copyrights, etc., in all my published or unpublished
work. Editorial discretion shall also be exercised
over my letters, and the said Wisconsin State
Historical Society shall be considered as empowered
to proceed with publication or arrangements for
publication of any of my unpublished work of
whatsoever nature, provided that a just and fair
royalty of not less than 10% of the retail price per
copy on such publications shall be paid to my surviving
legal heirs. The 10% royalty above specified may be
altered by a mutual written agreement between the
Wisconsin State Historical Society and the persons

to whom the agreed royalty is to be paid, said
written agreement shall be subject to change from
year to year as circumstances justify a change."”

My client is specifically troubled by the fact that the materials
deposited with the Society will contain some harmful disclosures
that will undoubtedly be of great damage to certain individuals
referred to in the journals and letters.

As I see your powers you can within the discretion granted you
by the will suppress certain material. Specifically I refer
to the following language: .

"Phe Wisconsin State Historical Society, or the literary
editors employed by them, is vested with discretionary
and editorial powers. The proper officers of the
Society shall exercise the editorial discretion over

the publication orx suppression, but not destruction,

of such unpublished manuscripts as I may leave."

At this point you may want to refer the matter to some appropriate
member of your legal department for review. I believe an informal
opinion was rendered you by Charles Bleck, some years ago, but

I also believe it covered only letters and was not designed to
include an opinion on federal law Or on the journals and may

due to passage of time be fit for Further review.



State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Mr. R. Erney, Director

Re: August Derleth

March 3, 1981

Page 3

I request an opportunity to discuss this matter with you personally
and such members of your staff, the editorial board, or appropriate
committee or legal spokesman as may be satisfactory to you.

Further I ask that at this state you limit the discussion to

your staff and legal assistants. If it is appropriate to include
the estate or his publisher I suggest we do so only at some

later and more appropriate time.

I assure you have a copy of the will. If not, it is available
through the Register in Probate in Sauk County.

Thank you.

Yours very truly,

-

William D. Dyke

WDD:plh



Presented by kr, August. Derleth,.SRQK'Uitv;““iécongfﬁ 1940~196L3 Mr. Fe
- H Ie 1' 3.'.11
“ellak Kare Book itoom of the University library, &%géson, Nisco;sin, 1;61;

meal b, Leo Weissenborn, “hicago, Illinois N de'p Donald S, F . 164
Yalisades, California, No Vember,, 1568, ’ s, ryer, Pacific

' -IIS‘Y‘ RICTIONS

——

o —— o+

1, The ectire collection is to be closed during the lifetine of ir.
ucrleth, except to scholars who obtain written permission from him,
Yor a five year period after Mr, Dmrle*h’s death the LOllELb‘OW will

N I e -
PPN S SHP -

-
[P S P

remain clorcu, except to researchers who ootaln permission from the
Director of the State Historical Society ox Wisconsine

2, Tho Sac Prairie Journal is covered by the penera1 rthIl(LLOWJ o the e
colleulion, wiih bthe additional provislon that no part of this diary :
may be used uniil twenty ycarb aiter 1ts oribinal recording.

3. Special restrictions apply also to five sealed packages in carton 1.
Packages 1-3 are to remain completely closed until five years after
Be. Derleth's death. Packages h=5 are to be completely closed until
twenty years after his death. ’
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Container List (continued)

Box  Folder

CORRESPONDENCE  { oot vtivtiesd)

Weaver, Inez (continucd)
1962, January - June. 5

1
1962, July - Deceuwber. 2
1963, January - June. 3
1963, July - bLecember. 4
1964, January - .Junc. 9
1964, July - December, 6
1965, January - June, 7
1965, July - heeember, ¢
1966, January - December. 9
1967, January - Decewmber. 10
1968, January - 1 Marci 1969. 11
Weaver, Warren,
Letters to lnez Weaver,
1955, April Li. 12
1957, January 8. 12

MISCELLANEOUS PERSONAL AND BUSINESS DOCUMENTS 13




Container List

CORRESPONDENCE

Colehour, Samuel Philip,

1950, July 12 - 2 January 1970.
Meudt, Edna,

1959, September 1 - 27 October 1964.
Pence, Barbara,

1963, May 6 - 31 December 1965.

1966, January 1 - 13 April 1971.
Siwea, J. Vernon,

1950, June 1 - 31 NDecember 1954,

1955, January 1 - 31 August 1967.
Stiver, Mary,

1960, February 4 - 31 December 1960.

1961, January 1 - 31 December 1963.

1964, January 1 - 9 August 1968.
Weaver, Inez,

1947, July - December.

1948, January - June.

1948, July - December.

1949, January - June.

1949, July - December.

1950, January - June.

1950, July - Deccmber.

1951, January ~ June.

1951, July - December.

1952, January - June,

1952, July - December.

1953, January - June.

1953, July - December.

1954, January - June.

1954, July - December.

1955, January ~ .June.

1955, July - boecember.

1956, January - .June.

1956, July - December.

1957, January - June.

1957, July - lecember.

1958, January - June.

1958, July - December.

1959, January - June.

1959, July - December.

1960, January - June.

1960, July - December.

1961, January - Junc.

1961, July - December.,

Derleth - Reg., - 5

Box Folder

T

O ~NOANLT W= OO
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Also preserved in a separate folder are two letters to Inez Weaver from her
cousin Warren Weaver, a Wisconsin native and collaborator with Norbert
Wiener and Claude Shannon in the {ield of communicatlons theory.
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In addition to these basic interests, Derleth also addresses himself in
these letters to particular interests that he shares with each corres-
pondent:

SAMUEL PHILLP CULEHOUR had been a classmate of Derleth's at the University
of Wisconsin. At the time of the correspondence he was working as a high
school librarian in Texas, and was interested in writing mystery stories.
Derleth occasionally advised Colehour about the practical aspects of writ-
ing commercial fiction. In Sauk City, Derleth had grown up with Mark
Schorer, who has since become well-known as a literary scholar and bio-
grapher of Sinclair Lewis. Derleth and Schorer had collaborated in the
writing of commcrcial tfiction during the summer of 1931. Colchour was an
acqualntance of Schorer as well as of Derleth, and these letters show a
good deal about Derleth's attitudes toward Schorer.

EDNA MEUDT was a Wisconsin poet, author of Round River Canticle and No One
Sings Face Down. She occasionally sent Derleth manuscripts for criticism,

and his comments are revealing with respect to his literary philosophy and
standards.

BARBARA PENCE began a correspondence with Derleth because she was interested
in the background of his historical novels. His letters to her contain con-
siderable information about his use of local history in fiction.

J. VERNON SHEA had been a member of the Lovecraft group, and contributor to
the "Cthulhu Mythos,"” At the time of this correspondence he was interested
in a number of editorial projects, and Derleth's letters to him contain

much detailed information and advice about the econowmics of editing and pub-
lishing. Derlcth and Shea also shared an interest in movies, and Derleth
regularly comments in this series of letters on films he has seen.

MARY STIVER was a poet who contributed to Hawk and Whippoorwill, and who
eventually submitted a bpok of verse, Brief Argument, that Derleth publishcd.
Derleth's letters to her contain frequent observations about the practical
side of publishing poctry, and 'bout his philosophy of human relationships.

INEZ WEAVER was manager of the local telephone company in Juda, Wisconsin.
She began writing to Derleth because of an interest in his books, bur later
became something of a personal confidant. Consequently this serles contains
the most detailed discussions of Derleth's personal life and of his liberal
Democratic political views. The correspondence given by lnez Weaver coutains
some material other than letters from August Derleth.

The letters are arranged by correspondent into six main series; within the
series the arrangement is chronological. <Clippings about Derleth, catalogs

from Arkham House, and a few personal documents have been preserved in a
folder of miscellaneous material.
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Derlech contributed more to the Cthulhu material than anyone except Love- b ;j E‘ﬂ
craft, and in the period following Lovecraft's death, by encouraging other R A ‘}
writers to develop it further, he was primarily responsible for kecping ﬁ" ke
the Cthulhu literarure alive. A ~;:}

‘i

Ia 1939, Derleth and Donald Wandrei, another member of the Lovecraft group,
founded the small publishing firm of Arkham House, Arkham being the name

of a fictitious Massachusetts town that appears in Lovecraft's storius,
Though Arkham House was originally intended simply as a means of putting
Lovecraft's stories into book form, within a few years it expanded its
activities, publishing books not only by Derleth himself and other members
of the Lovecraft circle, but by such British and American fantasy writers as
A.E. Coppard, Algernon Blackwood, and Ray Bradbury.

e

In the early 1940's Derleth became the sole proprietor of Arkhaw House, and
later increased his publishing activities by putting out two other imprints:
Mycroft and Moran, which specialized in detective fiction; and Stanton and
Lee, under which he kept his "Sac Prairie" books in print. Derleth also
published a "little magazine," Hawk and Whippoorwill, that was devoted
primarily to the publishing of nature poetry.

For all his publishing activities, however, Derleth continued to jive most
of his time to writing, and eventually became one of the most prolilic of
all American writers. At the time of his death he was the author of about
150 books.

Scope and Content

In addition to writing for publication, Derleth carried on an extensive
correspondence both with writers and with people in other flelds. This
collection consists of six series of letters that were given to the Society,
at Derleth's request, by the people to whom they were addressed.

Two preoccupations run more or less throughout the correspondence: Derleth's
interest in his own writing, and his interest in nature. The letters arc
filled with casual observations about the quantity of writing accomplished
in a given day or week, and about the progress of individual projects.

aAnd unlike some writers, Derleth was quite willing to discuss the signifi-
cance of his own fiction, and the letters contain frequent comments about
its meaning and historical background. Derleth considered himself some-
thing of a disciple of Thoreau, and he followed Thoreau in making detailed
though not scientically systematic observatlions of nature. The late-spring
season for hunting morel mushrooms was partlcularly important to Derleth, uud
he regularly took May as a kind of vacation from literary activities.
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AUGUST W. DERLETH (1909 - 1971), Collected Correspondence, 1947 - 1971
5 boxes

Llography

August W. Derleth (24 February 1909 - 4 July 1971), Wisconsin writer, was
born and raised in Sauk City, kisconsin, where he attended the local paru-
chial and public schools. He graduated from the Unlversity of Wisconsin
in 1930. After working for a few months in Minneapolis as an editor for
Fawcett Publications, he returned to Sauk City where he lived the rest of
his life. He marvied Sandra Winters in 1953 and divorced her Ln 1959.

The Verleths had two children: April Rose Derleth was born 9 August 1954;
Walden William Derleth, 22 August 1956.

Derleth began writing and sclling commercial fiction when he was still in
high school. From the middle 1930's he was able to gupport himsell com-
fortably by writing reviews, commercial fiction, and books for younger
readers. During the latter part of his life he supplemented his income
by part-time teaching and lecturing.

Along with his commercial writing, he produced a considerable litcrary
output that he intended more seriously. At about the time that he was
finishing college he conceived the outlines of his "Sac Prairie Saga,"
the literary project that was to occupy much of the rest of his life.

His plan was to use a variety of literary forms--lyric poems and persoir-
al journals as well as historical and contemporary novels--to portray

his native town from ditfferent perspectives. The "Sac Prairie Saga" was
later supplementad by a "Wiscousin Saga," a sequence of historical novels
set in other parts of the state.

Another area ol serious literary interest for Derleth was the supernatural,
At about the same time that he sold his first fiction, he began a corres-
pondence with H.P?. Lovecraft, the well-known writer of horror storics.
Lovecraft had gathered a uumber of disciples into a loose association,

most of its members being contributors or would-be contributors to Welrd
Tales, the leading magazine of the 1920's and 1930's devoted to superna-
tural fiction. In additlon to Derleth, several members of the Lovecraft

circle eventually bucame well-known professlonal writers, among them Fritz
Leiber, Jr., and Robert Bloch.

Beginning with Lovecraic, the wembers of this group developed a body of
fiction known collectively as the “"Cthulhu Mythos," a group of stories

that had as a commun hackground a complex mixture of sclence flction and
supernatural e¢lements . )




Derleth - Reg. - 2

Derleth contributed more to the Cthulhu matexrial than anyone except love-
craft, and in the period following l.ovecraft's death, by encouraging other
writers to develop it further, he was primarily responsible for keeping
the Cthulhu literature alive.

Ia 1939, Derleth aund Donald Wandrei, another member of the Lovecraft group,
founded the small publishing firm of Arkham House, Arkham being the name

of a fictitious Massachusetts town that appears in Lovecraft's stories.
Though Arkham House was originally intended simply as a means of putting
Lovecraft's stories into book form, within a few years it expanded its
activities, publishing books not only by Derleth himself and other members
of the Lovecraft circle, but by such British and American fantasy writers as
A.E. Coppard, Algernon Blackwood, and Ray Bradbury.

In the early 1940's Derleth became the sole proprietor of Arkham House, and
later increased his publishing activities by putting out two other imprinte:
Mycroft and Moran, which speclalized in detective fiction; and Stanton and
.Lee, under which he kept his "Sac Prairie'" books in print. Derleth also
published a "little magazine,'" Hawk and Whippoorwill, that was devoted
primarily to the publishing of nature poetry.

For all his publishing activities, however, Derleth continued to yive most
of his time to writing, and eventually became one of the most prolitic of

all American writers. At the time of his death he was the author of about
150 books.

Scope and Content

1n addition to writing for publication, Derleth carried on an extensive
correspondence both with writers and with people in other fields. This
collection consists of six series of letters that were given to the Socicty,
at Derleth's request, by the people to whom they were addressed.

Two preoccupations run more or less throughout the correspondence: Derleth's
interest in his own writing, and his interest in nature. The letters arc
filled with casual observations about the quantity of writing accomplished
in a given day or wceek, and about the pruogress of individual projects.

And unlike some writers, Derleth was quite willing to discuss the signlf i-
cance of his own fiction, and the letters contain frequent comments about
its meaning and historical background. Derleth considered himself some-
thing of a disciple of Thoreau, and he followed Thoreau in making detailed
though not scientically systematic observatlons of unature. The late-spring
season for hunting morel mushrooms was partlcularly important to Derleth, and
he regularly took Muy as a kind of vacation from literary activities.
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AUGUST W, DERLETH {1909 - 1971), Collected Correspondence, 1947 ~ 1971
5 boxes

blography

August W. Derleth (24 February 1909 - 4 July 1971), Wisconsin writer, was
born and raised in Sauk City, Wisconsin, where he attended the local para-
chial and public schools. lie graduated from the University of Wisconsin
in 1930. After working for a few months in Minneapolls as an editor for
Fawcett Publications, he returned to Sauk City where he lived the rest of
his life. He marvied Sandra Winters in 1953 and divorced her [n 1Y59.

The Derleths had two children: April Rose Derleth was born 9 August 1954
Walden William Derleth, 22 August 1956.

Derleth began writing and se¢lling commercial fiction when he was still in
high school. From the middle 1930's he was able to support himsell com-
fortably by writing reviews, commercial fiction, and books for younger
readers. During the latter part of his life he supplemented his income
by part-time teaching and lecturing.

Along with his commercial writing, he produced a conslderable literary
output that he intended wore seriously. At about the time that he was
finishing college he conceived the outlines of his "Sac Prairie Saga,"
the literary project that was to occupy much ot the rest of his life.

Hls plan was to use a variety of literary forms--lyric poems and persoir-
al journals as well as historical and contemporary novels--to portray

his native town from different perspectives. The "Sac Prairie Saga" wis
later supplementcd by a "Wisconsin Saga," a sequence of historical novels
set in other parts of the state.

Another area of serious literary interest for Derleth was the supernatural.
At about the same time that he sold his first fiction, he began a corres-
pondence with H.P. Lovecraft, the well-known writer of horror storics.,
Lovecraft had gathered a uumber of disciples into a loose assoclation,

most of its members being contributors or would-be contributors to Weird
Tales, the leading magazine of the 1920's and 1930's devoted to superna-
tural fiction. In additlon to Derleth, several members of the Lovecraft

circle eventuully became well-known professlonal writers, among them Fritz
Leiber, Jr., and Robert Lloch.

Beginning with Lovecraft, the wmembers of this group developed a body of
fiction known collectively as the “Cthulhu Mythos," a group of storics

that had as a commun bhackground a complex mixture of sclence fletion aud
supernatural clements . '




RESTRICTION

Beginning 1 December 1976 and continuing -
until furrher notice, all of the

AUGUST W, DERLETH
papers (Wis, Mss, WO; the 1965 through 1970
Additions to the Derleth papers; and the August
W, Derleth Collected Correspondence, Mss, 301)
will be CLOSED to all research for re-processing,
EXCEPT for the drafts of Derleth's published
writings filed in Wis, Mss, WO

btoxes 38 through 61 (opcn)

box 65 (open)

volumes 1-3 and package 1 (open).
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March 13, 1980 ARCHIVES DIVISION

Ms. Genevieve Turk, Secretary
August Derleth Society

7203 16th Avenue

Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Denr Ms. Turk:

Tu response to your lectter of ¥ebruary 12, the August Derleth Papers since
May, 1979 have been open to readers and researchers under the same conditions
of access in person and by mail as govern the use of our general manuscript
collections. A brochure describing concisely the Archives Division's
facilities, hours, and policies is enclosed.

Only a few portions of the Derleth Papers remain closed under terms of the
contract between Derleth and the State Historical Society. These restrictions
were imposed by Derleth himself. Two packets of correspondence are to remain
closed for twenty vears after his death, The Sac Prairie Journal entries

are closed for twenty vears after date of writing; these therefore are

being opened constantly and progressively.

Each reader requesting to use the collection is cautioned that many of the
manuscripts are under copyright, whether written by Derleth or by others. 1In
addition, researchers are advised that use of some items may be affected by
statutes on libel and statutes protecting an individual's right to privacy.
Each reader or researcher is ultimately responsible for use of selections
from the collection in citation, quotation, and publication. The State
Historical Society archivists provide only these general guidelines; they do
not attempt to give detailed or definitive legal advice on the use of any particular
item or segment of the Derleth Papers. These general cautions or guidelines
apply not only to the Derleth Papers but also to many of the Society's cther
twentieth century manuscript collectioms.

Because final arrangement and boxing of the Derleth Papers are still in progress
and the revised register for the collection is not yet completed, we suggest
that readers notify us a few days in advance when they desire to study in the
collection. Such notice usually eliminates delays in service which may occur
when materials still in the Processing section are requested for use in the
Archives Reading Room.

Sincerely yours,

'/'_’,_- C:/‘- // /i'
o . Lo M,
G Lh,
F." Gerald Ham

FGH:dc State Archivist
" Enclosure
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17 June 1946
Daar Miss Smith,

1 wasz somewhat upset hy the story on the front pagé of
Sundav?s State Journal anent the files of lettors. Sone-
-mie: telephoned wme from Madison Jatvurday nicgut o ask a) when
sy jonznal and papers in the Librory would ba opzn to the
sehb e, ko which I replicd that i:"i;:y would he opan to .
Coondents sixty vears after my death; b) whether the Joundpss
eptors could be sweoen now, to which I raplied that they
could not. Apparently this was someone connected with the

Journal, Since I wade no public statement at uny time

ab:out the presence of these letters in the Society's Library,

wonder how the story got oul and to the ears of newsvapur-
2+t T know that pople even as litikle in the limelioht
am myself must expect this sort of thing, but it is regoot-
tanle that the Society sbhould be placed in a position of
1

Lochoging Ysensational® material, which is not quite the
t in the matter. '

ERTs

Sincercly,

Augqust Derleth,
wd/eh T .
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FILUD WITH demands (o
L.:‘L uon in a peried of austori-
ty, agenees «aro oilen lempied
W slash low-profile programs
whase pablie beneits look stim
il whose comstituencies are
Fragt iely to complam,
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Sty npears fo be Y.ﬂ(.‘ tin-,

,m; .41" ol iwo smail but
chitbds collections at the Siate
Hs*,n)"'»:';;! Sueiety of Wisconsin,
Jevesy, Lke othar state agen-
i, o trien s budget hy 44
peresal, ihe socioly has chosen
o my ol the ntdf! members
wha spearieaded ils naumuﬂy
veaonaized colleciions of my-
terzat on social aawn and labor
SLory,

CEFIIALS deny that the
ny-uits will jeopardize the fu.
ture of these CQ.H('('“(‘!'S wiich
mcludde orsonal puapers, docu-
e, pislographs and inau-
ssed By seholuss
estit Ui country, But de-
¢! ihe pr.'o:,{i':uns yeay
. vise, They suy shal will
f:zzf (‘unllmum cu)l clion ang
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maintenance, these  archives
will inevitably suffer gaps and
become loss aceessibie. Donors,
in tura, may be less keen Lo pro-
vide maleriats,

In the midst of all the agoniz-
ing about othev, more Spuciacu-
Lir cuts, thal prospect may
seen nEgniZicant io some, Byt
it wouid be a smal tragedy
nontetneless — o Biow 10 Serious
scholurstiip in an aren t viialy
inyetiunt to an vader standing
of (e reation's somesines Lvhig-
lent history.

We *;ympzz{"li-v(- with the His-
torieal Society’s it it is un-
doubtvtl!y goimz. thy onen the
same kind of  soul-searching
thai grips the rest of the stale
buuuuuu.v, and culs, after all,

nave 1o be made wmwwhexe
Bal £ us, i reckes more sonse
Lo sproad dhe prin evenly
throrshent the soety's S
Sl an o oy te oy oy
HOUVLLe o ugepn RS REE Yt fu
{he naben
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ARCHIVES DIVISION
February 3, 1981

Ms. Linda Smith
P. 0. Box 320
Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913

Dear Ms. Smith:

Pursuant to your telephone conversation of 27 January with Mrs.
Joanne Hohler of my staff, I am authorizing the loan of a limited
number of items from the August Derleth Papers for an exhibit at

the Sauk-Prairie High School on Saturday, October 10, co-sponsored
by the Continuing [Education Program of the University of Wisconsin-
Baraboo and the August Derleth Society. Items selected will be

those mutually agreed upon by Dr. Josephine L. Harper, Reference
Archivist, or her representative, and by you or another representative
of the sponsoring organizations. The sponsors of the exhibit will be
responsible for transportation of the loaned items from Madison to
the Sauk-Prairie High School on 9 October and their return to the
State Historical Society on 12 October, for their security throughout
this four-day period, and for any expenses incurred in the transfer,
security, insurance or exhibit of the items while on loan.

Yours truly,

9.

F. Gerald Ham
State Archivist

FGH:dk

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

816 STATE STREET - MADISON ,\WISCONSIN $3706G RICHARD A ERNEY, IMRECTOR



THE STATE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

816 STATE STREET / MADISON, WISCONSIN 53706 / SAMES MORTON SMITH, DIRECTOR

Olfice of the Director

November 11, 1976

Mrs. Genevieve Turk .
7203 16th Avenue
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Dear Mrs. Turk:

In response to your letter of November 3, I am writing to assure you
that the Society has conscientiously adhered to the agreement made with
Mr. Derleth concerning the accessibility of his papers. Our agreement
stipulated that the entire collection would remain closed for a five year
period after his death, excepL to researchers who had the permission of
the Director of the Society; and that no part of the Sac Prairie Journal
would be used until twenty years after its original recording. An
additional provision restricted the use of designated packages for a
twenty year period. Mr. Derleth made frequent visits to the Society
between the 1964 date of the agreement and the time of his death. He
requested poTthanges in the conditionms governing the use of his collec-
tion, and it is this agreement which we have followed.

During the restricted period, all requests for use of the gollection
were carefully reviewed by the Director. The five year restriction
terminated on July 4, 1976. With the exception of the packages
mentioned above, the papers and those journals dated prior to 1956

are now open for research. The Soclety, by legislative statute, can
restrict materisls only at the request of a donor; we do so willingly

and work with the donors to reach mutually satisfactory terms. However,
as a public state agency, the Society itself is not authorized to impose
restrictions upon materials donated or entrusted to its care.

None of the Society's manuscript holdings can be charged out to individuals.
They can be transferred on temporary loan at the request of the Society's
Area Research Centers where they are used under supervised conditions,
similar to those here at the Society building. Unless a donor
restriction prevents reproduction, researchers are permitted to make
Xerox copies of materials, and this has been done by those using the
open segments of the Derleth Papers. To the casual observer, these
Xerox copies may have looked like original materials. 1 can assure you

, that we make a diligent effort to prevent unauthorized removal of
original manuscripts.



Mrs. Genevieve Turk - 2 November 11, 1976

I appreciate your writing so that I might have this opportunity to
explain the specific terms of our agreement with Mr. Derleth and
the policies governing the use of the Society's original manuscripts.
I regret that some misunderstanding exists and would appreciate it
if you would correct it if there is the chance to do so.

With all good wishes,

sincerely,

(Kohons 1%,

Richard A. Erney
Acting Director

RAE:bjkd



Novemdber 3, 1976

Director

wisconein State historioal Scolety
816 State Ltreet

Madison, wisoonsin 53706

Deear 8ir,

. At 8 recent ueeting in Milwsukee, 1t wis

drought to my attentioa that somec.ne in the Eistoricel 3ociety
Das seen fit to release the journals and correcjondei.ce
entrusted to jou by the late August Derleth.

1 must protest, most vigorously, this
t violation of Mr. Derleth's wishes in the matter,
As & friend in his lest years, be t0lé me on many different
oecasions th.t he intended this material to remain olosed
to pudlio scrutiny for a period of 60 years,

. 1t vgs further reporsed to me that
imdividusls have not only had accese to all of his material,
Sut can carry it home at will., This kind of irreverance
for memorabilia entrusted to your cere by Wz, Derleth o
t::::::ahlc and appelling to those of us who knew his

ond.

In view of the historical significance of
Bp. Derleth's contributions to Wisconsin, and the importence
¢f the papers he so eonfidently pyt into your eare,
fasist th.t jou cease and desibt this érass flaunrting of
Als end the public \rust. I awsit werd from you that you
have done so.

Sgnoerely,

0.0, Hze. Uesnevieve turk



AUGUST DERLETH
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L. v -y - pandtiionst

SAUK CITY. WISCONSIN

12 October, 1963
Dear ldna,

A1l thanks for yours of the 1lth. I appreciate your efforts on my
behalf, though I am not at all sanguine about their outcome, knouing
the pressurcs put upon the U, W. by people who can malce substantial
monetary contributions to that institution. ... I'm sorry to lezrn
that Chris has had difficulties with allergy shots. Seems to me that
this sort of thing is badly overdone., ... 1've sent off THE BitST 1y
HOLLERYS WOODS (which is $3.65), together with a few more poeiry vols,
Yes, Berryman is sadly overrated, I think -- and a pompous, vzin fel-
low personally, how sporting & wild beard, judging by recent gietures
of him I've seen., UBly does come good poetry, but te ought to get off
his propaganda kick. I'm not interested in the Viet Kam drivel he
writes -- and it is that. I knew you had the Boyd,thought you could
give it to someone, No one here would be interested. Re Berryman --
T 1iked his worl a lot better before it went to his heud. ... I don't
remcuber whether Gertie Sennett was in my class or not. I don't always
remember everyone, of course. .. Dorothy Litersky is off on a kick
about doing a biography of me, I don't think she's qualified -- I
like her, too -- but fact's fact., She hasn't said anything to me a-
bout correspondence Gith you. I'll get around it by zimply baunlng
her from any correspondence later than 1665, It's «ll under lock &
key at the State Historical Society Library. a.. hs for that pres-
sure for a degree -- L really don't think it will do any pood, but
you must use your own judgment here.

All best always,
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19 June, 1946

vear Miss Smith,

All thanks for your letter of the ieth. I saw your denial
in last night's Times, which handled the story with con-
siderably more dignity than the Journal, God knows where
ine ruwor started. T told the man who had telephoned mo
rnat my lettera were to go to~thc Socioty Library, nut that
they were thoere, Nor ia there anyihing in theae letters
which anyone could describe as "dynamite,® though it is
truz that certain facts in my journal could cause a great
deal of trouble and pain, which I shodd naturally want to
avoid, The Jennings letters are the first instalment of

a large section of correspondence, chiefly from famous
saople like Sinclair Lewis, Sherwood Anderson, H.L. Mencken,

sdgar Lee Masters, and many British writers, publishexrs, ot .1

which I assume may be of interest to some future student,
just as I assume that my journal will be of‘interest to
sociglogists of the future. Certainly I do not assumeg for
2 moment that any mere scandal-monger will have access
readily to any of this material. I will be sending more
journal, some book mss., and letters to you on Thursday,
with my secretary. '

- Sincerely, -

August Derleth
3iss Alice E. Smith ‘ |
ad/eb

1

?
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rugust Derleth Journal Bicerpt

13 Septembeyr 1968

vorethy Litersky stopped by this afternoon, She was visitliog
Tthoy Pravtmacn, and was dilligontly about gathoring "matecioniv
sovoa biography of wo, for all that T did not thiak hee poeat
uatbliied to write sveh a book, to soy ﬁothinq Of Lls Teloy
nlikaoly o #Find a publizher, She inteﬁded to nersist,
wicther or not T approved: T could say only that I did

not object, but took a dim view of the project., Effie
velephoned later to say that she had bzen at the library --
indeed, I had seen ner there when I brought axound sowme.

W

Pooky -~ and had also come to see her to.ask guestions.
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ArCat - Brief View Page 1 of 2

Wisconsin Historical Society
ARCHIVES

_ JEXIL:

Now, || FEUM § gorch

Database Name: ArCat
Search Request: Guided = ("Derleth August”)[in Keyword Anywhere]
Search Results: Displaying 8 of 24 entries

. Author/Creator: Derleth, August William, 1909-1971, collector.
Title: August Derleth comic collection, 1900-1971.
Quantity: 114.5 c.f.

Summary: Derleth's collection of comic art, consisting of cartoons clipped from
newspapers and magazines, newspaper comic supplements, comic
books, and published books of humor and cartoon art.

Notes: This collection is unprocessed.
Finding aid: Case file.

Subjects: American wit and humor, Pictorial.
Caricatures and cartoons--United States.
Comic books, strips, etc.--United States.

Form/Genre: Manuscript collection.
RLIN Number: WIHV93-A19

Location: Z:Unprocessed Accessions
Call Number: no accession number
Shelf Location: MAD 3M/50/14-K6 and 3M/51/A-D

Description: See box list in case file. Qty: 114.5 c.f. (31 record center cartons, 2
archives boxes, 5 flat boxes, 1 oversize carton, 97 bundles, and 290
volumes)

Email - Print - Save
Format Type Email=Full Record -- Print/Save=Brief

® Text File
Enter email address (before hitting button): |

.../Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=8&ti=1,8&S AB1=Derleth%2C+August&BOOL1=as+a+phrase& FLD1=K.9/26/01
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Re: August Derleth Journal

Subject: Re: August Derleth Journal
Date: Wed, 03 Oct 2001 09:26:21 -0500
From: "Donna Sereda" <djsereda@mail.shsw.wisc.edu>
To: <saxon@chorus.net>

Hi Jim,

The journals are open and available for use. You just need to show up in the
Research Room and ask for them. You do need to be aware, however, that April and
Walden own the copyright to all of their father's unpublished writings, including
the Sac Prairie Journal, so "use" of those materials in the sense of publication or
other reproduction would require their permisasion. The journals for the last two
years of Mr. Derleth's life are open, but what researchers are able to see is a
slightly edited photocopy--parts of it have been blacked out for privacy reasons. I
encourage you to speak with Harry Miller if you have other questions about access.
Good luck with your research!

Donna

»>> James Kirchstein <saxon@chorus.net> 10/02/01 04:50PM >>>

Hi...I am preparing some materials for Walden West Festival 01 which
will be on the weekend of Oct 13th, and would appreciate accessing
August's Journals for some research. I would imagine this would need be
arranged in advance. Please inform. Thanks.

lofl 10/3/01 11:25 AM
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ArCat - Brief View

hutp://arcat.library. wisc.edw/cgi-...68 & CNT=30&SEQ=2001101117432 1 &SID=1

[k

"REFERENCE'SERVICES -

Wisconsin Historical Society ‘
. ARCHIVES HOME . WHS HOME

ARCHIVES

Database Name: ArCat
Search Request: Guided = ("derleth")[in Keyword Anywhere]
Search Results: Displaying 11 of 26 entries

Werevious | (et Y
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Author/Creator: Derleth, August William, 1909-1971.

- Title: Papers, 1858, 1907-1978.

o Quantity: 70.5 c.f. #121 archives boxes, 18 record center cartons) and

5 reels of microfilm (35mm); plus
~ unprocessed additions of 0.7 c.f.

' Summary Papers, consisting primarily of correspondence and manuscripts of

published and unpublished works, of one of Wisconsin's most prominent
. and prolific writers. Derleth spent almost his entire life in the small
. Wisconsin town of Sauk City and wrote about its history and its
personalities in his "Sac Prairie Saga," a nearly fifty-volume sequence of
novels, journals, lyric poems, short stories, and miscellaneous prose
which comprises one of the major works of American regional literature.
Derleth was also a devotee of Howard Phillips Lovecraft, the master of
twentieth century weird fantasy, and a major contributor to the "Cthulhu
. Mythos," a body of supernatural and science fiction works originated by
Lovecraft.
In addition to his serious works, Derleth continuously wrote what he
called his "tripe"--throwaway science fiction short stories and novellas,
fantasy pieces, detective stories, and the like--and comfortably supported
himself through its sale. After Lovecraft's death Derleth decided to
publish an anthology of some of Lovecraft's stories and eventually set up
his own publishing firm, Arkham House, for this purpose.
The Derleth Papers include extensive files of correspondence between
- Derleth and his confidants, friends, acquaintances, associates, and
~ readers; manuscripts and published copies of a number of Derleth’s
works; subject files on comic books and strips, civic affairs, and other
topics; bills and orders relating to Arkham House publications; and
published and unpublished manuscripts by other authors, including
Lovecraft.
The processed portion of the papers is described above and dates 1858,
1907-1978; there are unprocessed additions, 1949-1971.

~.Notes: Portions of this collection are also available on microfilm.

Fmdmgald Register.

Access Restrictions: Restricted: No entry in the "Sac Prairie Journal" (Box 91-99) may be
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used until twenty years after the date that it was originally recorded. In
“addition, one package of general correspondence and another
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containing two Derleth manuscripts written under a pseudonym are
closed, except to researchers who obtain permission from the director of
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, until July 4, 2021. A third

- package containing letters to and from John Stanfon is to remain closed
tcla ev%ryone until July 4, 2021. Parts of the unprocessed portion are also
closed.

Subjects: Abbe, George, 1911- .
a Anderson, Carl T.
Anderson, Sherwood, 1876-1941.
Asbury, Herbert, 1897-1963.
Asimov, Isaac, 1920- .
Asquith, Cynthia, Lady, 1887-1960.

: BaEer, Ray Stannard, '1870-1916.
Baldwin, Faith, 1893- .

Barton, Albert O., 1869-1947.
Benet, Stephen Vincent, 1898-1943.
Benét, William Rose, 1886-1950.
Beston, Henry S., 1888-1968.
Blackwood, Algernon, 1869-1951.
Bloch, Robert.

~ Bradbury, Ray.

Brennan, Joseph Payne, 1918- .
Bynner, Witter, 1881-1968.

Clyne, Ronald.

Coieﬁour, Samuel Phillip.
-Daly, Maureen, 1921-"

Dannay, Frederick, 1905- .

Devoe, Alan, 1909- .

Dunsay, Edward John Moreton Drax Plunkett, Baron, 1878-1957.

Dwiggins, Claire Victor.
vjue, Willlam Theodore, 1882-1970.
Farrell, James T. (James Thomas), 1904-1979.
Ferber, Edna, 1887-1968.
ale, Zona, - )
Garland, Hamlin, 1860-1940.
Gray, James, 1899- .
Hergesheimer, Joseph, 1880-1954.
Holand, Hjalmar Rued, 1872-1963.
Hurst, Fannie, 1889-1968.
Jacobi, Carl R.
La Follette, Belle Case, 1859-1931.
La Folletie, Fola.
La Follette, Robert M. (Robert Marion), 1895-1953.

LaBudde, Margaretl.

LaFollette, Pﬁlilp Fox, 1897-1965.

Lankes, Julius J., 1884-1960.
Larsson, Raymond Edward Francis, 1901- .
Leiber, Fritz, 1910- .

Leopold, Aldo, 1886-1948.

Eewis, Sinclair, 1885-1957.

Lovecraft, H. P. (Howard Phillips), 1890-1937.
Lumley, Brian.

Mann, Thomas, 1875-1955.

Masters, Edgar Lee, 1868-1950.
“Mencken, H. L. (Henry Louis), 1880-1956.
Meudt, Edna.

North, Henry Ringling, 1909- .
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~ North, Sterlin% 1906- .
0, Max Car

Palmer Stuart, 7905- 1968

. Peattie, Donala Culross, 1898-1964.

elps, William Lyon, -

Price, E. Hofimann.

Quinn, Seabury, 1889-1969.
~Sandburg, Ca i 1878-1967.

Sandoz, Mari, 1896-1966.
Schorer, Mark, 1908- .
Schroyer, Frederick.

- Shea, J. Vernon, 1912- .

Sidney-Fryer, Donald, 1934- .
Smith, Clark Ashton, 1893-1961.

tarrett, Vincent, -

" Btefanile, Felix, 1920-.

Stiver, Mary Weeden.

Stuart, Jesse, 1907-.
Vierack, Peter.
Wagenknecht, Edward, 1900- .
Wandrei, Donala 1908-
Weaver, Inez.

Weaver, Warren, 1894- .

Weissenborn, Leo J., 1877-1967.
White, Helen Constance, 1896-1967.

- Wilson, Colin, 1931-.

Wright, Frank Lloyd, 1867-1959.
ZaénsRle, George Albert, 1868-1954.

Arkham House.

Authors, American--Wisconsin.
Comic books, strips, etc.
Fantastic fiction.

- Nature In literature.

Poetry. . ' _
PuBhshers and publishing--Wisconsin.

Wisconsin in literature.

Form!Genre. Manuscript collection.

Business records.
Microforms.
Poems.

RLIN Number: WIHVD950-A

Location: Archives Main Stacks

Call Number: Wis Mss WO
Shelf Location: Box 1-26 MAD 4 /26/F3-7

Location: Archives Main Stacks

Call Number: Wis Mss WO
ShelfLocation Box 27-121 MAD 4 /28/K1-M3

Location: Archives Main Stacks

Call Number: Wis Mss WO

Jof4
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~ Shelf Location: Box 122-139 MAD 2M/24/X5-7, Y2-4

- Location: Historical Society Library Microforms Room
Call Number: Micro 923
Holdings: reel 1 P82-3173
-reel 2 P82-3174
reel 3 P82-3175

reel 4 P82-3176
reel 5 P82-3177

Location: Z:Unprocessed Accessions
Call Number: M89-401
Shelf Location: MAD 4 /Unprocessed SC file

Description: 20 letters, 1949-1968, all to Frederick Schroyer about his writing, and 94
, letters and cards, 1967-1971, all to Brian Lumley about his writing. Qty:
~ 0.1 c.f. (1 folder)

Location: Z:Unprocessed Accessions
Call Number: M89-438
Shelf Location: MAD 2M/ 6/F5

Description: Derleth'’s letters to Ruth Hansen of Alma, Wisconsin, 1963-1971.
- Arranged chronologically. Restriction: Closed until July 9, 2009. Qty: 0.6
c.f. (2 archives boxes)

i B Email - Print - Save
[Format Type | Email=Full Record — P,

® Text File FaIN %

Enter email address (before hitting button):

aveBrief

4of4 10/11/01 5:43 PM



m.aw
7/ /\'. - e

/;- 30-Y3
5.5 Mo 5”““6«45 ,J
o e Wbt e
#M‘MW e At ‘kw\ Cmﬁ) g2l B2
v Hzh-go
Sety
e S S
j///b 6”3 3_}7_53 59 lay
-

A
M/;ﬁ \S‘Z Hg L te ‘3-5”6_}24.%

N ou law 1012/ s
N Mdlle v olr, 3.23-57 CWW

b 11 Pty ( Pupsni) (45
P s <AL Lo P O6-6p
WWZV M I 1<f —bo

j\_\ﬁ«ﬂ%ujwqc )2/7/60
% /éa./véw—u Ja/tO/.‘o

t;ow@m 'S s /&?
2 allin 17—)*/-39



Re: August Derleth Journal BO X 2 q
Subject: Re: August Derleth Journal ﬁ(/ | S /l/l BN [/\f C>o‘° v.--P

Date: Thu, 04 Oct 2001 09: 14:28@;0500
From: "Donna Sereda" <djsereda@mail.shsw.wisc.edu> %Qj{ .
To: <saxon@chorus.net> Z‘/L‘K .
CC: "Harry Miller" <hlmiller@mail.shsw.wisc.edu> 2= %24 /F3.7
Jim, 13Gz 2w 2y JX5-7

It sounds like perhaps you were in the Library instead of the Archives Reséarch Room
on the 4th floor. That's where you need to be, and tell them that you are there to yZ “'%
use the August Derleth papers. The first thing that they should give you is the

register to the collection that lists the contents of all the boxes and folders.

From that, you can determine exactly which boxes you would like to look at. If you

come back, stop by and I will be happy to get you started. (I'm in Room 430 and

will be around pretty much all day today and tomorrow. I have a meeting at 2:00

today and one at 10:00 tomorrow. Other than that, I run around the building a bit,

but someone can usually track me down. Otherwise, the Research Room is the first

left after you get off the elevator on fourth floor--just past the stairwell. Ask

for Harry and he will help you.)

Donna

>>> James Kirchstein <saxon@chorus.net> 10/03/01 10:31PM >>>

Thanks for your mail. I was in today and asked to see the Derleth file and journals.
What I was given was a folder with some printed materials such as brochures,
booklets, Who is August Derleth reprints from Kay Price. Did I not ask for the right
material?

Donna Sereda wrote:

> Hi Jim,

> The journals are open and available for use. .You just need to show up in the
Research Room and ask for them. You do need to be aware, however, that April and
Walden own the copyright to all of their father's unpublished writings, including
the Sac Prairie Journal, so "use" of those materials in the sense of publication or
other reproduction would require their permission. The journals for the last two
years of Mr. Derleth's life are open, but what researchers are able to see is a
slightly edited photocopy--parts of it have been blacked out for privacy reasons. I
encourage you to speak with Harry Miller if you have other questions about access.
Good luck with your research!

> Donna

>

> >>> James Kirchstein <saxon@chorus.net> 10/02/01 04:50PM >>>

> Hi...I am preparing some materials for Walden West Festival 01 which

> will be on the weekend of Oct 13th, and would appreciate accessing

> August's Journals for some research. I would imagine this would need be
> arranged in advance. Please inform. Thanks.
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