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THE LIFE OF
WENDELIN JOSEPH COENEN
"SHIMMEL"

Wendelin Joseph Coenen was born the second son of

of Moritz Coenen and Clara Catherine Uselman Coenen

on August 24, 1917, on a little farm north of Roxbury
near Crystal Lake. Shimmel's grandoarents, on his
father's side of the family, were Frank Coenen and
Veronica Ganser Coenen, who were also farmers near
Crystal Lake. Roxbury was a Roman Catholic

community and life was built around the church, family
and the farm.

Shimmel was a little tow-head which means ‘'white
horse' in German. He had an older brother,
Sylvester, who was born on the last day of December
of 1913, the day of the Catholic Saint, Sylvester.
Sylvester was given the nick name, "Doc.®* The nick
names of the Coenen brothers stuck with them for
their life times.

There were few communications

with the outside world in
1917 and life on the farm
was somewhat isolated. How-
ever neighbors helped
neighbors with the harvests.
The family garden provided
much of the food. Shimmel
was just a toddler durihg
his days on the rented

farm, so he remembered
little about that time.

However, he was proud

that he was born in

Roxbury. Shimmel and his family
moved into this farm home
when he was two years old.



when the rent was raised on Moritz Coenen's little

farm, he bought a farm near Roxbury. The family moved

to the new farm on what is now Inama Road when Shimmel
was about two years old. Today, 1999, the farm is owned
by Louis Breunig.
Shimmel spent time alone
Jesus! Mary! Joseph!

My lesus, have mercy on the soul of

on the farm when his big
brother was in school.
Then, an unfortunate event
occured. The black plague
struck Roxbury and Moritz
Coenen was one of the
casualities.

Left alone without a
father for her boys,
Clara moved to Sauk City.

She bought a house next to Horitz Coenen

Born in the Town of Roxbt;ry, Daee Counnty,

Rich Becker, who worked at Wis., Nov. 11, 1889; Died Dec. 12, 1918
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the canning factory in soul of Thy servant. that being dead 1o
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Sauk C]_ty . human frailty do Thou. of Thy merciful

wnodness, forgive: thru Jesus Christ,
Our Lord. AMEN : -

"My mother was an attractive
young widow of 24 years of
age, and a bright person.
She didn't know the ways of the 'City people.' She

met Ray Brilliot, a man much older than she was. His
father owned the Home Hotel, next to the Sauk City Fire
Station on Madison Street;-.Ray had double jointed knees."

No doubt the older gentleman was security for the young
woman just off of the farm, Shimmel didn't take a fancy

to Ray. In fact, Ray irritated Shimmel. Shimmel remembered
very little about his mother's marriage to Ray Brilliot

in 1927 except seeing her come down an open stairway in the
hotel, in a long gown, to greet her husband, to be, who

was waiting at the bottom of the stairs.
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"My mother and Ray Brilliot bought the, what we'll call
the Burrow Tavern." I1I'm not sure if that was the real
name or if it is a ficticious name that Shimmel created.

The tavern, which Clara and Ray named the Du Drop Inn, was
located on the corner of Main Street and Jackson Street.
Clara was involved with her husband in their new business.
Doc was much older than Shimmel and had his own circle

of friends. That left Shimmel to shift for himself

much of the time. He and a friend tried raising chickens
for awhile. Shimmel had a pal he could count on, Jiggs,
his bull dog, who was with him "Night and day."

The Du Drop Inn- a picture taken in later years-
appeared basically the same as it was in 1927. Art
Schumacher owned the little building on the left which
served as a place for a shoe repair business for Bill
Schutz, among other businesses, through the years.

The building was demolished in the mid 80 s.



There was no plumbing at

the time. The family slept
upstairs and ate in the
restaurant downstairs, which
was adjacent to the tavern.
Shimmel was amused by the
customers and being an alert
young lad picked up the
stories and language of the
tavern at an early age.

He acquired his formal
education in the Sauk City
Catholic School and the
Baraboo and Sauk City high
schools.

Shimmel never really grew to
accept his step father and

:ﬂ%%?;?- A7 Schumacher
Stimme/

the idiocyncracy of his double jointed knees. "One time

I knocked him down and he jumped up and ran after me."
Of course, Shimmel scampered away and escaped by the skin
of his teeth. Fortunately no one was physically hurt.

The freedom and action of the Wisconsin River was intriguing
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to the boys in town. Shimmel and his buddies would row
up and down the river in summertime in the style of
Tom Sawyer.

"1 made a Robinson Crusce raft out of willow trees and
whipped them together with saplings. One time Doc was being
swept down the river. He hollered. With my raft and pole
I managed to get him out. We would go to Otto's Island.
Otto Hedeson was employed at the Up to Date Auto Company
in Sauk City, Jjust north of the bridge on Main Street.

In addition to his home on Jackson Street, he had a home
on an island known as Otto's Island. Otto repaired cars -
and he tinkered around and made a house boat about 12 feet
long with a motor in the back. He'd go up and down the
river. One time he said his island was washing away and
he told me and my friend to get some little willow trees
to transviant on his island so they would grow and his
island wouldn't wash away.

Otto invented a way to take the steam off of car windows.
He had a way to hook the manifold to the windshield. He
didn't want a patent. He invented that defroster at the
same time Decco invented the fire siren. We went swimming
on bare ass beach behind where the Ace Hardware Store is
located today.

My mother thought I might get into trouble so she sent
me out to Grandpa Uselman's farm for several months
during the summer. My grandparents on my mother's side
were Joseph Uselman and Kattie Schachte Uselman. I went
out there for two summers. That was great. I could run
around with my BB gun and shoot at things.

Back at the Du Drop Inn, Shimmel began tending bar
and making beer when he was 12 years old. Lest we be

Judgmental, remember times were hard in prohibition
~days (1920-1933) and many people were involved in



bootlegging, a way of making money. Many people wanted
spirited drinks and a SPEAK EASY was the place to find
them. '

"My -mother obtained malt and hops and poured the malt
into vats and put them in half gallon barrels to ferment.
People from town would come to the back door and get
a bottle. There was always a fear of raiders.”

"My mother was a kind person and had lots of energy
and she was a good cook. She invited the Sauk City
football team to have free dinners. People thought it
was a good idea and that was the beginning of school
athletic banquets. One of the young men who came to
dinner was special, Art Schumacher, who became a

high school drop out. My mother encouraged him to

go back to school and at the age of 22 he received his
high school diploma."

Shimmel's mother and step dad, who imbibed heavily
in alcohol, drifted apart, and the marriage ended in
a divorce.

"My mother and Ray Brilliot had one daughter, Delores,
who had a hard time growing up. She was left in the
care of three aunts, Josie, Mamie and Irene, after the
divorce.  Josie became the wife of Fred Schaefer,

who ran a flower shop in Sauk City."

Mother wés a'happy person with a good sense of humor.
She had the old German ambition to be in the bootlegging
business. She was forward but not bold.

I tended bar with no bar tenders license. I drove a Chevie
coop and needed no driver's license. There was a constant
tension of being raided by Federal inspectors. I picked

up pure alcohol from bootleggers from Madison at night.



They came out in a big, black buick, and we had a meeting
place on Highway Y. The bootleggers from Madison all wore
hats and long, black blazers. I had a four door sedan

to pick up the liquor. When I met the black buick I would
blink my lights three times. If the black buick blinked
back we had a connection. The buick would stop at the
side of the road and I would go on and make a U turn

and pull up parallel beside the supply car. There was a
quick transference of 25 gallons of pure alcohol without
words. Some time later the supplier would come to the
tavern with a password and receive his pay.

Mother knew different ways to outsmart the raiders. One .
way was to put sealed liquor bottles at the bottom of a
'pail in a commode, add brown coloring, toilet paper, and
break up some candy bars and put them on top and then put
the 1lid on. When the raiders came and opened the 1id

they were overcome by an odor that wasn't there."

"Many times we were raided but never caught. I rocked
kegs of beer in the basement to carbonate it. One time

I was rocking beer in the basement with my friend, Joe
Casper, watching. The raiders came down the cellar steps
with flashlights. They carried flashlights instead of
guns. Joe, who didn't know what was going on, said, *You
got your flashlight on.! I got up and walked away.”

After the third time of Federal inspection, Clara was
forced out of business and she then moved to Baraboo. The
new home for Shimmel, his mother and Art Schumacher was
on Lynn Street on the south side of Baraboo across from
the railroad tracks. With her fortitude and ambition,
Clara again went into the bootlegging business. This

time she had 12 wholesale customers.

"The house on Lynn Street was a traditional, frame house
with an open stairway. There was a kitchen and bedroom



and living room downstairs, and three bedrooms. upstairs
and a bath. It was 1930 and I was a freshman in high
school. I enjoyed dressing up. I wore a suit and tie
when I went to school, hand me downs from Art's friends.
My friend, Pat Wagner, liked to dféss up, too.

We made beer on Saturday and delivered it during the

week. I had a black buick with side curtains when I
delivered. Sometimes I used my mother's studebaker.

We delivered in wind and rain. People snuck around.

I carried a little 25 automatic hand gun for protection.
Effinger Beer, on the hill, was flourishing in a big
scale. Whitey Herzog hauled for Effinger and got murdered
delivering beer in Iowa. His truck was hi jacked.

The train depot was right across the street from where

I was making beer. Herbert Hoover, who was campaigning
for president, had a whistle stop. I didn't even go out
to listen.to him. He was campaigning on the Republican
ticket and I was a Democrat.

Red Wyatt, the Sauk County police officer, who would strut
the street with his chest out, told me to go to the

court house and get a driver's licence for 25¢. 1
neglected to get a driver's license. Then, one evening

I was taking my buddies to a football game at Evan's field.
Who should be directing traffic, but Red Wyatt. I stepped
on the accelerator and didn't stop until I got to Sauk
City. I was arrested and had to appear before the judge
in Baraboo. One night I was studying by the dining room
table and there was a knock at the door. It was the

judge. The judge was never married but he took out a
bunch pf girls who giggled and laughed and smoked cigerettes,

He called them queenies.



He wanted some beer. I told him I didn't have any. We

had some kegs of beer but we didn't bottle it until

Saturday. The judge said he would help me. So, the judge
and I went into the basement and started bottling beer.

Then, he only wanted one case, so I had to forgét about

my history lesson and bottle 11 more cases of beer to save it.

It was in the spring of 1932 when I came home from school
and all of my mother's equipment was on the front porch
being smashed with sledge hammers and axes by about ten men.
We were picked up and arrested. They took my mother away.
She was tall and thin, about 5' 7" with straight brown hair
and brown eyes. I don't recall seeing her around. I don't
recall being asked to go and see her. She was just gone. . '
First they put her in the county jail and then took her

to Alderson, West Virginia, a federal prison. Art was put
in the county jail and then the state prison for supporting
mother.

I lived alone in the bootlegging house in Baraboo for
three months. I don't know where Doc was. I had no plans
to go any place. I didn't have much money so I hitch
hiked a lot. Everyone knew that little 115 pound vagrant.
I tried to make some wine - thought I could sell it, but
it turned sour. I went to Devil's Lake every day and

went swimming with my friends. I had planned to go to
Baraboo High School, but apparently there was ho Wendelin
J. Coenen on the tax role for me to do that. I had no
place to go. Aunt Natalia said, "Why don't you come

here and go to school in Sauk City?" My Aunt Natalia lived
south of the Catholic School on 914 Monroe Street,

10



My brother and I lived in the Du Drop Inn upstairs and
Aunt Natalia ran the restaurant downstairs. I had a
dresser, a bed and a stove. The stove was about four
feet high. I just took my socks and my underwear and
"moved into my home in the Du Drop Inn.
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'I had a dream about a man who came to town and thought no

one knew or liked him. He made up his mind to do good things
and be accepted. He helped families and had a good business
and became the president of the town. That man in my

dream was myself., .

I moved from the den of inequity to become a star football
player. We only had 20 kids out for football. I played
quarterback. I was a skinny 120 pourds. One time we
were playing Spring Green and I intercepted a pass and ran
forty yards and almost made a touch down. John Hahn

and John Hausladen were on the team. John ‘Hausladen's
father ran the Sauk City Hotel. I want to add that John

11



Hahn was in Pearl Harbor when the Arizona went down by the
Japanese. He wasn't a victim. Hausladen:  became quite
famous. He was quarterback for three years. We were

an average team but won the regional tournament ‘championship.
We had a good coach, Coach Christ. We had a gym for basket-
ball. In Spring Green we played above the jail. In

Black Earth and Waunakee we played in dance Halls.

1 played in the band a short time. I was the drum major
in high school for two years. One year we went to Wausau
to the state tournament on the train. We had bananas for
lunch. One businessman brought a whole bunch of bananas

and said, 'Fuel for victory.' I was the class president and
led the class down the aisle for graduation.

After high school we had a baseball team. Jack Hammerly
was a baseball enthusiast. He was our manager. Art Reiser
was our pitcher Rob Hutter played. 3Stub Lang and I went
around putting up bills. We had a league with different
teams in the state. We set up schedules and meetings.

We had flooding problems in town. The water came up behind
the Up-To- Date Garage. The railroad tracks were filled

in. Bud Leinenkugel drove his bicycle over the wall of the
riverbank and fell in the river.

I worked in the Sauk City Canning Factory for three

summers for fifteen cents an hour. Bill Schorer was at

the head of the canning company. He was a go getter. Augie
Derleth worked in the brine room with Hugo Schwenker. I put
corn through the cutter. We worked ten hours a day during
the harvest seasons. Jerry Laughnan worked in the line
where cans of corn went into the cooker. Miss Pohlman and
my grandmother Uselman sat there with little bonnets and

picked up the bugs on the belt. Grandma Uselman fell off
of her box and broke her arm.”

12



We had an hour off for lunch. They blew the whistle two
minutes early. Sixty people worked there so that meant
the company got 12 hours of free work time."

After high school graduation Shimmel went to work for
Rudy Kratchowill in the IGA Store. Cnce again, Shimmel
had an opportunity to meet Herbert Hoover. "Someone came
in. the store and said, "President Hoover is eating in
Tollie's Restaurant. (Aunt Natalia) I rolled up my
aoron, in those days we wore big, white aprons, I went
down the street to meer in the window. Just then the door
opened. There was President Hoover. I said, "Hello,

Hr. President,' and extended my hand. And he said, "Hello,
son,' and he and his wife and another couple went into
Ziemke's Jewelry Store.

In the fall of 1937 Don Worth and Don Blum and I got on
the bus and went to Alabama for an entry at the Alabama
University with the intention of playing football. We
went one semester and the other two guys decided to
stop. 1 was intending to continue ‘my education in the
fall at Marquette. So, I went back to my old job at the
1GA Store to earn money for school. For a time I thought
of becoming a dentist. Dr. Zieme told me he would have
a place for me."

"Buff VonWald, who had been running the ice cream shop

on the corner of Phillips Boulevard and Main Street

had just been appointed post master of Sauk City, and

gave me the opportunity to buy the ice cream shop, 1

had no money., I was adventurous. I was getting $25.00 a
week and I wdnted to move forward. I could see the light
at the end of the depression. I asked my brother to go
into business with me. Pete Blankenheim ran a barber

shop, Pauline and Romie Blankenheim started a grocery
store, The Royal Blue, -which later became Krogers. Romie's

13



mother was a brother to Ernie Kirschner who owned the
Kirschner, Greiber and Esser Meat Market. Hahn and
Deman brought their relatives in and started a hardware
store. I saw a new era of business coming in,"
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The Coenen brothers
purchased Buff Von

Wald's Ice Cream Shop.
They were charismatic and
ambitious. They made
their own ice cream.

Business was soon booming.
"Mv brother and I divided
the hours. We paid

$45.00 a month for rent.
The high school kids et amd fhe cre
swarmed to the restaurant cream Siop

at noon. Rootbeer was a nickel. Hamburgers were ten
cents. Augie Derleth, my friend, was a daily customer. We
served breakfast at five in the morning and we were open
until eleven at night.

My brother and I both got married. I married a high shcool
friend, Cleo Lindeme; in April of 1942 and Doc married
Lucille Diehl‘from Black Hawk, a peppy, efficient, little
waitress in the ice cream shop. Our daughter Joan was

born April 13, 1944 and Jeanne was born October 9, 1946

Augie Derleth was the first Co want me to run for the
village board. I ran for the village board and I won.
At that time I was the youngest village board member in
the state of Wisconsin,"

Life was going well for the Coenen brothers and their
business. Then, the news of the breaking out of WW II
swept the town. The inevitable happened. Shimmel_
received his message from Uncle Sam. He had been, drafted
and was sent to serve in the U.S. Army in Hawaii. Cleo,
with the help of her parents, Jo and Ed Lindemer, kept the
ice cream shop going while Shimmel was gone.

15
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In 1946 Shimmel was back
home from the service and
again at work in the
restaurant and serving on
the village board. He was
proud to be invited to join
the American Legion, Kuoni-
Reuter Post # 167,and
organization he had admired
since he was ten years old.
The American Legion had
been organized in 1919
after WWI. Shimmel became
affiliated with another
military organization, the

VFW. The VFW included only
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Shimmel didn't give the
impression that his
experience in the army was
particularly rewarding.
About all he had to say
was, "When we got a
week end pass everyone
else on the streets
was a soldier except

the shop keepers.”

Doc was also drafted

and served as a corporal
in the U.S. Army in
London, England.
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veterans of the military who had served overseas. According
to Shimmel, the organization began in the ice cream shop
where he and Charlie Henning took a survey to learn if
veterans who served overseas would be interested in

such an organization. -Later, July 25, 1946, the post
was installed as the Lachmund-Cramer Post # 7694,

"My card is # 2." Since the 70 s the VFW has had

a resurgence of enthusiasm, they built a new club house
on the Wisconsin River, and cleaned up a junk yard and
created a park to sponsor community activities.

Shimmel belonged to the Army Reserve Baraboo Unit when
the Korean Conflict arose in 1950. The Baraboo Unit
was called to service and was to be sent to Colorado.

The girls, Joan and Jeanne, would miss their father.
They have fond memories of their childhood. Joan recalled,
"Our family took many vacations. One time we lived
several weeks on Lake Wisconsin, while dad went back and
forth to Sauk City to work every day. We even went
gambling with him at Turtle Lake at Nekoosa. Dad was a
good listener but also, disciplineda us. Our activities
were influenced by dad. We enjoyed going to games and
Sports events. We even used the monument truck for

a homecoming float in the parade one time. I worked for
my dad when I was in high school and also later when

mom took care of my boys while I worked."

Jeanne was a little girl who had been begging for a
kitten. When Shimmel realized he was going to be gone
again he decided that Jeanne should have her kitrten.
Jeanne was happy with the surprise of getting her litrle
kitten, but she didn't think it would take the place of
her dad, as he seemed to imply. Jeanne named her kitten
Smokey. Smokey became an important part of the Coenen
household. She recalled, "Smokey was with us for a long
time. She moved with us from our home on Madison Street

17
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to our new home dad and mom built in 1957 on 111
Washington Street, Sauk City. (Sold in 1969)

Soeaking of houses, below is the home of Grandpa
Art and Grandma Clara Schumacher at 1001 Washington
Avenue, Sauk City. Art and Clara were married in 1935
after she returned from Alderson Federal Prison.

' What love! What bonding! What loyalty!

\ The grand daughters enjoyed Grandma Schumacher.

She called them unusual names in German and made

faces to amuse them. Grandma Schumacher lived in

this house until she died in 1963.

Clara: Born July 17, 1885- Passed away August 21,

- 1963. Art: Born September 10, 1902- Passed away

o September 9, 1989




'Shimmel was given the rank of Battalion Sgt. Major and

sent from Colorado on to Korea. "We were decorated by
Sygnmun Rhee, president of South Korea for the work we

did for the Korean Army. We built the Rock Army Camp

and the Rock Army Hospital. We managed to get three battalion
battle stars. I was decorated by the Secretary of the

Army, Frank Pace. I found Korea to be quite interesting.

We were there when Seoul was in rubbles, It's unbelievable
the progress they made with the U.S. dollar. I returned
from Korea in 1952. It was most impressive when our ship
went under the Golden Gate Bridge. There was a band playing
and celebrities were singing.
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Once again Shimmel was back home enjoying the people and
assuming community responsibilities. He was an active
member of the Sauk City Men's Club, the oldest of the
organizations in the village. The Men's Club promoted
and sponsored many community projects including band
concerts, the building of the high school gymnasium,

had Easter.’ egg hunts for the children, promoted bowling
teams, sponsored a yeariy banquet for high school athletes
and awarded scholarships for high school students.

They supported the hospital project in the 50s as well

as the building of the new bridge. Most spectacular

of the fund raisers was revivingjthe train transportation
from Sauk City and organizing a trip to Milwaukeée- to-

see the braves. Everyone came out. EQeryone'knew
everyone on the train and teetered from car to car

to socialize.

The Coenens sold the. restaurant to Stub Lang in 1950.
Shimmel became an employee of the Sauk City Post Office
when Maurie Schaefer was acting post master. He was
contemplating a position as rural mail carrier when
another opportunity knocked at the door. "Mr. Bill
Spellman was aware of the fact that I was looking for
a business. He lived across the street from the Celo
Bottling Company and he would be on his front porch
and watch me go to Celo evenings, about three times

a weak, looking for a business. He approached me
about buying the monument business. People asked what
I knew about the monument business and I said that I
I had been there and looked around and I knew red
granites from grey granites and grey from brown.

When I went to the first monument convention people
thought that I had purchased the business from an

aunt or uncle because no. one in 1954 just purchased

a monument business.” With his enthusiasm and acquired
knowledge Shimmel became successful in the / monument
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business. The business had been founded by three Spellman
brothers from Portage, William, Harry and John in 1915
under the name of Spellman Brothers Granite Wworks. The
company was incorporated under the name of Spellman
Monument Company, Inc. on July 1, 1978 with W.J. Coenen
as president. Shimmel continued his interest in community
affairs. He was again elected to the Sauk City Village
Board in 1956 and to the presidency in 1957.

"We had no village office. So, here was the village, a
million dollar business, without an office so I would go
down and see Hugh Heiney, the village clerk, at work about
problems. He was a butcher in the Bee Zee store, located

in what is now part of Hall's Drug Store. He'd roll up

his apron and we'd go to the side of the store and talk.
Hugh' s boss would glve us dirty looks. He was paid by

the hour. This went on and on and I got very tired of it.
One time I asked Hugh Heiney, 'Why can't we take your office
- as . “village clerk,- the office of village treasure and village
assessor and combine them and have one office on a full
time basis.' At the next village board meeting we brought

it up. We had an excellent village board. From this came
the first v111age administrator in the State of Wisconsin.
From there it grew. It started with Hugh Heiney and myself."”

The monument business was going well for Shimmel. He loved
lifel He loved people in general: He loved women.

Augie Derleth, who had met his fame as an author, continued
to be in Shimmel's life.

A few years prior to the time, Augie was proud to flaunt
about at social events with his petite, charming teen age
beauty on his arm and she enjoyed the protective feeling

of the burly chested, well known author, over thirty years
her senior. They caused a greatl deal of attention wherever
they went, with the press following all of the way, through
their courtship, their marriage and the birth of two lively
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youngsters, April and Waldon, and their life at the
Place of Hawks portraying Augie as a family man. As time
went by the excitement and happiness at the Place of Hawks
began to fade. 1t was difficult for Augie to conform to
being a family man and keep up the pace and quality

of his writings. However sweet the patter of little
feet were in his study, the situation got on his nerves
and his blood pressure sky rocketed. Sandy, who

felt as though she had missed out on much of the teen
age phase of life began to become spunky about

following Augie's rules for her life. Tension grew and
Augie develped a mistrust, until he felt it was
hecessary to ground Sandy when he went off to give '
lectures. Part of Augie‘'s strategy was to disconnect
the telephone and keep the doors locked when he was
“gone. Shimmel heard the news and, being compassionate,
went to Sandy's rescue. At that point the friendship
of the two gentlemen became somewhat of a rivalry.

When Augie discovered a secretly connected telephone
hidden in a hat box in the closet and several extra
house keys that had recently been ground,.he felt as
though he had been outfoxed. Eventually, there was a
divorce and Sandy left and faded into oblivion from

the lives of her lovers and Sauk City in general.

Shimmel seemed to have a resurgence of his adventurous
life of his youth. As luck would have it,. he met an
enticing, well endowed blonde who was about thirty
years his junior, who had a fascination for Shimmel as
Shimmel did for her.

As for Cleo, her life had been changed. The shenanigans
were a great upset in the Coenen household. She had
'been brought up an only ¢hild with security and in a well
protected home and this situation wasn't conducive to
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family life. The Coenens were divorced in 1969 after 27

years of marriage.

Shimmel carried a new bride over the threshold in.1970

to live happily ever after. Only, it didn't work out.that
way. During this marriage time Shimmel lived in Prairie

du Sac on the scenic Wisconsin River. He continued

to be involved in community affdirs and became elected - .
village president. He was the only person who could boast
of holding the office of president in both Sauk City and
Prairie du Sac.

When Shimmel and his bride of several years parted, he
became an eligible bachelor. Once again, he became involved
with an attractive lady, who had been the wife of a well
known Sauk City doctor. According to Jeanne, she: was
basically a good person, when she wasn't imbibing in alcohol.
Once again, there was a marriage. This time 1life would
surely be ideal, living in a secluded area on the Wisconsin
River. Then, one time, after Shimmel had been taking care
of a summertime duty of mowing the lawn, he came back into
their cottage to find his wife, dead, on the floor. She had
had an aneurism and had fallen over to her deathin 1983.

Shimmel was saddened and alone. He revived from his trauma
and renewed his zest for life and continued to address women
in general as dear or dearie.

As luck, or by now fate would have it, Shimmel met yet another
attractive lady, who was self centered, knew how to dress
well and loved social life. Shimmel was fascinated with his
new friend and loved to go to -Madison and play bridge

with her and her society f;iends.

By this time Shimmel decided he could have a good life
without marriage. However’he continued to enjoy the bridge

club.
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About 1986, Shimmel's 1life style caught up with him and
he developed heart problems. . He had clodded arteries
that needed an operation. He had exploritory éurgery
and it was discovered his liver was in bad shape and he
had a benign tumor which resulted in the removal of

a third of his left lung. The doctor gave Shimmel an
ultimatum, "Either you change your 1life style

or you will be dead in six months."

Jeanne remembers that, following that episode, Shimmel
stood .in’the doorway at .Spellman's and proclaimed

"Hello World: I'm going to change my life style! I'm
going to quit drinking and smoking because I like it here!"

From that time on he had a different 1life style.

With a dependable crew at the Monument .Company, Shimmel
became somewhat retired in his later years. He continued..
his interest in historical projects and enjoyed Myrtle
Cushing,andarev;éwing historical stories

of Sauk‘City. Jeanne recalled that he loved to take
trips to Las Vagas. He enjoyed his Bucky Badger

football geams. He was proud of being a season ticket
holder for the games for 50 consecutive years.

He followed the Badgers to many bowl games including
Syacruse, N. Y., Tampa, Florida and the Rose Bowl in

1994 in California.

Back at the Monument company: “"We were once a complete
manufacturing company. There had been a railroad side track
installed that ran into the building that was high
enough to accomodate a hoist that was needed to 1lift the
granite off of the railroad flat car. We had a rajilroad
switch across the street from us. We got the stones
direc; from the quarries. We sit on a river bed

channel here. When they built the railroad they

followed the river bed to what is now the railroad mall,
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We had a water problem. When I was in high school the
basement gym was flooded with water. Eventually the slough
was filled in.

The companies show room has a history. That building we
use as a show room was standing where the library is now
in Sauk City. Kahn used it for a show room for his buggies.
I puess it became obsolete for buggies. The Spellman's -
moved it down main street on rollers with horses and a block

and tackle.

When I first came in the business Joe Nolden was here,

Ray Reuter and Bill Spellman. Joc was the polishing,
engraving and sand blasting man. Robert Walsh and Glenn
Dickefson sawed off the stones. 7That was the way to go back

then.

Things didn't change much until after ww II. Now, cverything
is trucked in. We get granite from all over the United
States. We have some beautiful granite from foreign
countries, African black and a Swedish blue pearl. We have

a granite from the legendary Mt. Rushmore, where the
presidents are carved. This granite is called Dakota
mahogany granite. Our local Wausau granite is still

the prettiest of all the red granites.

We have increased business. We are now considered the
largest monument firm in Southern Wisconsin. We're
considered one of the top ten in the state of Wisconsin.
We have branch offices in Reedsburg. and Richland Center.
We have a pgood organization and we keep our men trained in
modern methods of industry. We have at least 100
different types of monuments on the [loor. 1t makes a

nice place for people to get ideas.
We are personalizing monuments. We are putting a man on

a tractor, a little telegraph for a telegraph operator
and so on. The other day a lady asked me, 'Can I have a

dachshund for my husband and a collie for me?" I said,

"Certainly,'
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the carbon is blasted into it and it doesn't hurt the
rubber Stencil. we double process eéverything here, It
is more C€ostly but the completed job cannot be beaten,
the Deauty of it, the nice letters,

“Also, fairly new is etching on 8ranite, done with s

dremel dri1l1 and dentist bits. The artist we have is
Dick Cowan from Stoughton, Wisconsin., When etching
on granite fine details are the results, even down

"to the eye lashes on a bDérson’s portrait,*

Shimmel had a Special treasure on display at his business,
a miniature Steam engine Patterned after the old
threshing Steam engines, "When I was a child, Nick
Knechtes made that stean engine and would bring it over
to the house and would get it going with some canned
heat. He had taken a malted milk mixer and made a motor,
Forty years later, when Nick was living in a trailer

by the canning factory, he bPassed away., I called the
attorney and toid him I would trade a marker for a

lot on the cemetery for the Steam engine., No one

could find it, Then, they sold the trailer and one

day I got a call f;om the attorney. They had found the
Steam engine behind walls of néwspaper in the trailer,

Today my daughter, Jeanne, runs the office and is
considered to be the boss. My son-in-law, Paul
Miller, and grandson, Jason Miller, do the designing
on the stencil and sand blasting. The foundation
installation is done by Al Hellen and Wayne Schulz,
My son-in-law, Calvin Traver, is the sales
representative for Madison, Cross Plains, Black Earth
and Lodi areaz, We have five sales representatives

in other areas, also."
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Once again Shimmel was faced with health problems. June
23, 1998 a tumor was found on his right lung. This time
it was malignant. He lived with faith and courage hoping
to have a quality life as opposed to quantity. He finally
decided to undergo treatments whiqp-turned out to be
devastatingly hard on him. '

Shimmel continued his interest in the community.'the VFW

and the American Legion. He continued to address women with

endearing terms and going to Madison to pursue his game

of bridge. He was fortunate to meet a lady, Ella Paholke,

after the death of her husband in 1985. Ella is a genuine
person with a special understanding. They found pleasures

in every day activities in life. Shimmel remembered his

cooking skills from the restaurant and cooked evening
dinners for two at his Madison Street home. Several months

“later he decided to start working on his biography.

Little did we know that he had no longer time on this

earth after October 23, 1998.

Shimmel made arrangement so that he might spend his last
rweeks—ard days at his home on 905 Madison Street,

which had been the home of the Coenens, where his daughters
had spent the first years.of their lives. Slender and weak,
Shimmel sat on his davenport in the living room, appearing
as neat in his soft blue pajamas as he had previously
looked in his suits. Friends like Stub Lang and Paul

Meyer ¢came to call and he had excellent care from Ella

and the family. He enjoyed Sunday afternoon rides

with the family and Ella.  Jéanne took him on his last

ride when he insisted on seeing the new Highway 60,

though it wasn't ready for public transportation. Jeanne
took a chance on getting a ticket to fulfill her dad's
desire. She said, "He always wanted to learn."
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Shimmel was proud of his daughters, Joan and Jeanne and
his five grandsons, who looked up to him, fascinated with
the stories of his life, which he told them openly and

.=1;ééz;azz77fz’zﬁ2 (o222 L 22e
John D, Mabbott- born 8-23-62 one day

before Shimmel's 45qh birthday-

James D. Mabbott II - born 9-15-63

Joseph D. Mabbott - born 6-6-67

Bradley P. Miller born 8-22-68 two days
before Shimmel's S1lst birthday -

Jason G, Miller - born 8-23-72 just one
day before Shimmel's 55th birthday-

Before his passing he was also blessed
with two great grandsons.

John D. Mabbott III - 3-30-1989

Auston J. Mabbott - 11-16-1994

4 months after Shimmel's death a third
grandson was born to Bradley and Debbie
Miller ‘

Cole B. Miller 2-8-99

e IR 2 ) Ay
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candidly.

3 s

Surrounded by his grandsons (L to: R)
Jason Miller- Joseph Mabbot- Bradley
Miller- Johnny Mabbot- Jimmy Mabbot
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Shimmel sat with dignity on his davenport
watching the antics of the squirrels as the?&?‘
playfully scampered about on their feeder |
outside of the living room picture
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window. I said, "God loves you." He
-smiled a little and said, "1 hope so."
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A few days later, October 23, 1998, he '
closed his eyes in peace as the family “¢, —
stood by his bed side. K
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S Coenen. Wendelin [. “Shimmel" N
SAUK CITY - ‘Wendelin | member in 1961 and 1962, Prairie

:Shimmel” Coenen, age 81, of Sauk
City, passed away on Friday, Oclo-
ber 23, 1998 al his home sur-
rounded by his loving family. He
was born on August 24, 1917 on'a
farm just outside of Roxbury. the
second child of Moritz and Clara
[Uselman) Coenen. "Shimmel" al-
ended St. Aloysius Catholic School
and Baraboo and Sauk City Hi%h
Schools, gradualing in 1936. In
1939, al lﬁe age of 21, "Shimmel"
dnd his brother, "Doc", purchased
the Von Wald Ice Cream Shop,
§elling it to "Stub” Lang in 1950. He
was uniled in marriage to Cleo H.
Lindemer on April 24, 1842. In
August of 1942 he was drafted into
the U.S. Army, serving for lhree
and a half years durinﬁ World War
1I. Following his discharge he en-
listed in the Reserve and was called
back to duty during the Korean
Conflict in 1950, serving one and a
Balf years, and was promoted lo
BN/S% T/MAJOR. After serving in
Korea he was employed al the U.S.
Post Office in Sauk City. In 1954 he
purchased Spellman Monument
Company and remained aclive in
the business until his death.
SShimmel” loved playing bridge and
vas an avid U adger Foolball
an, holding season tickels for 51
fears. He was involved in many
area organizations im':ludingL the
Sauk City Fire Dewrlmem. ach-
.mund-Cramer V.F.W. Post #7694,
Kuoni-Reuter American Legion Posl
#167, Sauk City Men's Club and
S}:e Knights of Columbus. He was
the Mayor of Sauk City in 1857 and
1958, a Sauk City Village Board
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du Sac Village President in 1973,
1974 and 1975. and pas! President
of Wisconsin Monument Builders.
He was a member and usher al St
Aloysius Catholic Church.
"Shimmel" will be dearly missed
and remembered by all for his love
of life and passion for friendships.
He is survived by lwo daughlers,
Joan {Calvin) Traver of Mazomanie
and jeanne (Paul) Miller of Sauk
Cily; five grandsons. whom he was
very proud and supportive of, John
(Nanette) Mabbotl I, James Mab-
bott, joseph {Kim) Mabboll, Bradley
(Debbie) Miller and Jason (Healher)
Miller; two grand-grandsons, john
Mabbotl 11l and Auslin Mabboll; a
sister-in-law Lucille Coenen of
Sauk City:; three nieces, Sharon,
Linda and Bonita; and many
friends. He was preceded in death
by his falher and molher, Morilz
Coenen in 1918 and_Clara Coenen
in 1963; his step-father, Arthur
Schumacher in 1989; and his
brother, Sylvester "Doc” Coenen in
1991. A Mass of Chrislian Burial
will be held al ST. ALOYSIUS
CATHOLIC CHURCH, Sauk City at
10:30 a.m. on Monday, October 26,
1998 with Father Delberl Schmelzer
officiating. Burial, with mililary
riles conducled by Lachmund-
Cramer V.F.W. Posl #7694, will be
in St. Aloysius Cemelery.. Friends
may call from 5:00 p.m. unlil 8:00
p.m. on Sunday, October 25, 1998
al GNEWIKOW-HOOVERSON. FU-
NERAL HOME, Sauk City, and also
at church on Monday after 9:30
a.m. Qur warmest thanks lo all the
sf)ecial angels that helped make
tlad's final days peaceful.
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IN CELEBRATION AND LOVING MEMORY OF

Wendelin Joseph “Shimmel” Coenen

BORN
August 24, 1917, Roxbury, Wisconsin

ENTERED INTO REST
October 23, 1998, Sauk City, Wisconsin

MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Monday, October 26, 1998 at 10:30 AM
St. Aloysius Catholic Church
Sauk City, Wisconsin

PRESIDING: Father Delbert Schmelzer

INTERMENT
St. Aloysius Catholic Cemetery
Sauk City, Wisconsin

PALLBEARERS
John Mabbott 11, James Mabbott, Joseph Mabbott
Bradley Miller, Jason Miller, David Uselman
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For those 1 love,
and

for thuse who love me.

When | am gone, release me, let me go.
I have so many things to see and do,
You mustn' tie yourself to me with tears,
Be happy that we had so many years.
1 gave you my love, you can only guess
how much you gave me in happiness.
I thank you for the love you each have shown,
but now it’s time to travel alone.
So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must,
then let your grief be comforted by trust.
It only for 2 while that we must part. so
bless the memories that lie within your heart.
I won't be far away, for life goes on,
but if you need me, call me and 1 will come. ..
though you can't see or touch me, | will be near.
And if you listen with your heart, youll hear
alt of my love around you, soft and clear...
and then. .. when you must come this way
alone. .. 11l greet you with a smile and say
“Welcome Home.”

bl P
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Just a year ago this week that
a weary warrior returned home
from Korea, finishing his sec-
ond call to duty in a short span
of years, called from civilian
pursuits to serve his country.
His army service totals five
years of active duty, and the
only veteran, as far as we have
been able' to determine, in the
Sauk-Prairie area that has

-served overseas in these two

campaigns, World War II and
in Korea. With the peace in
Korea 'just upon us and the
prisoner exchange in progress,
we called on past Master Sgt.
W. J. Shimmel Coenen to:give
us his views, .

T know 1 speak for the other

Korean Veterans in this area |

as I do for myself when I say

it is.a wonderful thing that

peace has come to Korea. We
will no longer have to watch
the casualty lists week after

Ao

week in that dread fear that we
will find a comrade listed. I
do not feel it is a-secure peace,
the same wave of emotion was
missing that we felt just eight
years ago last August 14th, on
V] Day. .

*] think it has been a great
achievement for President Ei-
senhower as he has carried
out one of his campaign prom-
ises, though we must keep pro-
dffeing armament and prepar-
edness must be our ever watch-
word, a lesson we should re-
member after World War IL
South Korean President Syng-
mun Rhee’s statement to keep
fighting was a noble gesture
but their government could not
last a month without our aid in
war materials. South Xorea is
an agricultural region' while
the north Korean or Commu-
nist held section is the indust-
rial part of the country. My

P52
45

Tkl SR e S AP
hope is that the South Korean
government will maintain the
facilities constructed for them
by the United Nations and keep
their military strength up so
they will not be easily vulner-
able. We must continue to give
aid to the people, as much as
the peace pact allows; they are
a strong-hearted people and in
considerable need.”

Mr. Coenen who held the rank
of Master Sgt. in his past ser-
vice was decorated by the Sec-

.retary of the Army, Frank

Pace, for his outstanding duty
while in Korea, and the unit
in which he served was person-
ally decorated by President
Syngmun Rhee for their achieve-
ments. Since Mr. Coenen’s re-
turn home he has been em-
ployed in the local postoffice
and is now. seeking an appoint-
ment for rural carrier service.
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__The Sauk-Prairiec Legion post is planning the
formation of a drill team for parades and other
.special cvents and Legionnaires and ex-servicemen
interested in joining the team are asked o conlact’
‘:g Shimmel Coenen. s
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gnnual Memorial 72
s Celchbralenrs

/ _Saule-Prairic residents pauscd Monday morning
;toihonor those who gave their lile in scrvice o their
. . country ‘as traditional Memorial Day services werc
. held at the Sauk City. cemelery. In the above pic-
* ture," members of the color guard and firing squad
‘present 'grx'ns in respect lo fallen comrades as the
.-flag 7raising ceremony opened the services. The -
{Memorial ' Day services were conducted by Kuoni-
, Reuter American Legion post. Tlie “addrc;s of the

day, 'was given by Rev. Sylvester Van Berkel of St
Aloysius Catholic church.

‘Memorial Day passed quietly in the Sauk-Prairic.
area. .Four _minor accidents were reported over
the holiday weekend by local police officers, two
occuring .in Sauk and two in Prairic. Across the

nation, over 350 persons lost their lives in accidenls.

" (Photo by Johin Gruber)
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Presidential talks - W.J. "Shimmel" Coenen

by Dorls ‘Litscher Gasser

"W, 1. Coenen, better known as
{Slummcl ‘served on the Sauk City
Village Board as presidenl from
11957 10 1958. ‘His busincss today’
tis Speliman Monument Company
con Phillips Blvd.. 2" company
* which was founded in 1915, (Thuee
Spellman brothers, who came from
Portage, founded: the Speliman
. Brothers Granite: Works. William
| Spellman became the sole owner in
"1938 and the business became the
Spellman® Granite . Works. W, J.
Cocnen purchued lhe busmess
Jnly. 1954.y °

. W.'J. Cocnen“was bomn in Rox-
bury. He said, “I'm always proud of
thay, of course.” His lather, Maurice
Coenen, died” when Shimmel was:
very young .and his mother moved
1o Sauk City and operated the Du
Drop Inn on the comer of Water and
Jackson. Shimmel has. an older
brother,’ Sylvesier, known as Dec,
a retired electrician.. -

. Shimmel 1ecalled,. Ll was five
years old at the time we moved to
*Sauk and my life was with people. [
mingled with the eldeys and got 1o
kmow all of the words and every-
thing. I worked*from the time [
‘could. In those days there was no -
,such thing as a bartender’s license,
I don't think- we had s driver's Ii:
‘cense. When I was in cighth grade
we’bought a car, an old Mode! T,

. :But. my love for business was love
for peaple. 1 lukc u: be around  peo-
pie.® - .

Shlmmcl went lo school in Sauk
Cuy and graduated “Trom the Sauk
City.. High.- School.. When .asked
what :infpired -him at school he -
replied, “focoiball,. baskeiball,
baseball.” He atiended .the Univer- .

" sity. of. Alabama for.a year,. then

called, “I was going to be a dentist.-
Doc Zm'nke 53id he'd have a place
for ‘me. 1 warked for -Rudy
* Kratchowill's IGA siore for a year
before 1 went to college. When I-
came back from college for the
‘summer | was vorkmg for Rudy and
it was the same time Buffl VonWald
had been sppointed postmasier.
Buff ran‘a restaurant ‘called Von.
Wald's Ice Cream Shop on the cor- -
ner of Main snd Phillips Boulcvard.
The post office and thg. IGA store
wero side by side and I would go
over and needle Bufl and’; Y You :
-can't tun the post office and the' ice*
. cream shop'. One diy when 1 was .
shooting -my mouth off, he said,
*'Do you really think you want 10 .
buy the jce cream shop? Lsaid, Tm °
“sure [ want 10.buy the ice cream °
Vshop Hcmd. 'Ol(.mcctmc atthe

. Dance School is now, south of that-

I hadn't seen for 30 years, Jdc Ra- !

ice cream shop tonight'. I remem.*
. ber Carl Pulvermacher was there, He-

was the fool patrol cop. We sat
there and talked. Buff asked, ‘How
much money can you get together'.
He told me he'd have to have
33000. In 39 that was a lot of
money. | had just bought a second:
hand Clicvrolet for $600. Just prior
10 my 21st birthday we made a deal.

Then, my brother Doc came home
from Milwaukee, He had been

studying enginceting for IwG"years.3 Thar'was before the voung age wash

It was just the edge of Depression
and 1 was getting 15¢ an hour al,
JGA. The 1GA siore was where the'

was Lang and Leinenkugel's Basber |

Shop and next 10 that the post of-
fice, The ice cream shop was scross
the street, where the Sosp Opers
now stands, next lo-the Standard
Station. I ssked Dac to come in

with me. We ran the restaurant

known as Coenen Brothers.

‘"As for specia)l pcopic 1 met,
when | 'was working at the IGA
siote someone came in and said,
‘Say, Herbert Hoover is having'
dinner. a1. Tollies restaurant. (Now. -

.

_the Penguin) I said "Really? 1 rolicd !

up my apron, in those days weé wore .
those big white aprons, and walked
down the street lo peer in the win-

- dow, Just then the door opencd.'’

There’ was Herbert Hoover, [ said,

" ‘Hello, Mr. President’ and exlcnded

my hand and he said, ‘Hello, son", :
Then, his wife came out and anothes |
couplc and they went next d0or 1o
look in Ziemke’s jewelry store
window, That was beforc they hzd
to have 10 body guards.” -
The Coenen brothers took over *
the ice cream shop at the onset of
the following school term. 'Dtey-u
wete young and energetic and the

. high school kids: were attracted 1o
transferred 1o Muqueue. He r1e- . \their ¢hmsmluc nature. Shimmel !

described the - situation, “After”

they came en massc .both from |

. Prairic and Sauk. Maybe a hundred -|

kids would come down. We pul the
booths away and put the juke box

‘back and widened the place out, It

was really something. else. Coke

. was. 8 nickel. Root beer was a nick-

¢l, hamburgers 10¢.*We had.good,
clean fun. They'd get a linle bois."-
1e70uUs once in a while and break a -
showcase or something. It is inter. .’
esting. Just'the other day 1 mm'l
came here Jo my office. We called .
him a graduate of the Coenen Jce -
Cream Shop. I hada't seen him 'for
40 years. His name was Tubby Pen.
ticrast, His family came here during ",
-the war, Another man stopped who 7}
»

.shipped to Hawaii. He reiterated,

.eryone else was-a soldicr except the

jabout threa times & week looking

me about going into the monument

business. People asked me what |
knew about the business and I said, -
'l was there and Jooked around’, One’

llung I did know was the red gran-

iles from the grey granites and the

Coenen shop. It was geally- their: greys from the brown, When [ went
second home. Oh, August Derleth?. 1o-my first monument: convention |
He was a-daily customer. We werer-they thought I°had purchased the
really good [riends. Jt_was Augustvmonumem business from an uncle l

Derleth, really, who first thought L or~an sunt because no one just
was qualified for the village boasd.| .bought a -monument’ eompmy 35 l

Even though he did not live in the, syears ago.
village, he promoled my eanduh-« :

;v

"Now, my younger daughter nnd !

dies for, the village: board. Al that son-in-law, Jeanne and Paul Miller,
time I was the youngest bomﬁuc ‘with me. We have mmued' .

member in the stale of Wlsconstn.}

18."

Ry

Visiness.” We are now ‘considered '
the'.dargest monument firm ‘inl
"Soull\em .Wisconsin including -

Shimmel en;oyr.d life in the ice: Mulwuukee. We'te considered one of ;
cream shop and the board dutics.. the top ten in.the ‘state of Wucon—

However, he was drafied into thef
army in 1942. There was nothing-
parliculasly, |mprcxnve to him}
about the service. He was jn the in-
fantry and moved around the statcs
and 10 Seattle and from® there was

3

“When we got a weckend pass ev.

shop keepers. | was«in the army
three years,“four months and 21
days, While ] was in the scrvice the
testauranl was maintained by my
wife, Cleo, with the good help of
her mother and father, Jo and Ed
*Lindemer,” |

“In 1946 I served on the bonrd
.again. Then, the Korean Conflict
‘came slong. The ,Army Reserve
Basaboo Unit was called. We went.
1o Colorado, Then, I got called 1o:
"Korea and became Banalion Sgt.,
Major. We' were decorated by Sig-
mun Rhee, present of South Korea,;
for the work we did for-the Korcan'
Armmy. We built the Rock Army
Camp and the Rock Army Hospilal.’
 We maniged.to get three baitalion
“battle stars. T was decorated by the
Secretary of the Army, Frank Pace.
I found Korea 10 be quite interest-

ing. We were there when Seou! was
rubbles.
progress they made — with the U.S,
.-football games or basketball games ; gollar, ! returned from Korea in

It's *-unbelicvable the

1952. It was most impressive when :

our ship went under the Golden Gue !
Bridge and thete was a band playing |

and celebrities singing.” -

Cocnens sold the restaurant to
. Stub Lang and Shimmel got a job °
with the post office when Maurie
Schacfer was scling post master. He
then puschised the granile husmm
. from Bl“ Spellman. .

Shimme) explained, “It's mler-
esting how 1 gol started. Mr. Bill
. Spellman became awase of the fact I
. was Jooking- for a business.. He
‘lived ‘across the street from . the

watch mg, gomg to Celo evenings, °

for s business: He came and nked

g3l lo reminisce, the days of the
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sin.v We' have branch offices m
Madison]  Richland Center and
L Reedsbu:;. We have.a good organi-:
uuon and we ke:p our men trained
in modem methods of the industry..
"We have at least 200 difTerent types
“of monuments ‘on the floar. It,
makes a nice place for people to get:

ideas." We' were once a complete,
manulectiring company. There "had
been a niilsoad side track installed”
which ran‘into the building’which
wes high encugh to sccommodate a

‘hoist that ‘was needed to lilt the.

granite off of the raitroad flat car..
We had a railroad switch scross the'
street from us. We got the stones’
direct from the quurties. We sit on a:
nvgrb‘ed channel here. Whr.n they. j
built " the rulmnd company they
followed the o} riverbed to Kirch-
steins years ago.: In_my high
school days: the basemcnt gym
floor was covered with -water.
Eventyally the slough got filléd'in.

“The (company’s) showroom has '
a history. That building we use as
our showroom was sundmg up
where the libriry is now. in Sauk
City., When the Spellmans came
hete, Kahn used it as & showroom
for buggies. I guess it got obsolete
for buggm and in 1915 the Spell-
man'’s moved it 1o the present loca.
dion intact. They dragged it-down
:Main Stseet on rollers with horses
.and & block and tackle :yslcm.

- "When 1 first came inio the busi-

* ness Joe Nolden was here, Ray

- Reutter and Bill Speliman. Joe was,
the polishing man.. Robert Walsh
and Glenn Dickerson sawed off the

stones and polished them. It was

lhe way 10 go back then. .
. "Things didn't change rnuch unul

+‘after World War 0. Now everything
is trucked in, We get granite from
‘all over the United States. We have
some beautiful granite from foreign -
covntries, an, Indian gradite, ‘an

{wh:re the p:uxdmu wee canred on
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M. Rushmore. That granite is
catled Dakota Mahogany granite,
Our local Wausau red is siill the
prettiest of all for a sed granite.

“Twe men, Paul Miller and Dale
Ncuman, do ihc designing on the
stencil. The foundation and instal-
lation is donc by Al Hellem and
Wayne Schulz. My grandson, Brad
Miller, does the sandblasting dur-
ing the summer, Jeannc, my daugh-
ter, runs the office and is considered
the ‘boss’, The stencil is vubber,
made by a Minnesota Mining
Company. It is s0ft enough 10 cul
with a little stencil knife, but when
we blast it we have 1 hundred
pounds of pressure. So, the carbide
is blasied into it and it doesn't hurt
the subber. We double process ev-
erything here. It is more cosily but
the completed job cannol be beat,
the beauly of it, the nice letcss.
We're personalizing monuments.
We'te putting a man on a Iraclog,
litle iclegraph for a telegraph op-
erator. The other day a lady asked,
‘Can 1 have a dachshund for my
husband and a collic for me? I said,
“Centainly.”™

Shimmel was again cleeted 10 the
village board in 1956 and 10 vil-
lage presidency in 1957. Cuocnen
explained, "We had no village of-
fice. So, here was the .village, a
million dotlar business, without an
office. So, I would go down and see

Hugh Heiney about a problem. He

was a butcher at Bee Zee, which is
now a part of Hall's Drug Siorc,
He'd roll up his apton and we'd go
10 the side of 1he siore and 1alk,
well, 1 know Hugh's boss would
give us some dirty lovks., He was
paid by the hour. And this went on
and on and’l got very tired of it. 1

. v'sicd'llJé}l,"Why con't we'take

your office as village clerk, the of-

" fice of village assessor and the of-

fice of village ucasurer and com..
bine them and have onc office on a
{ull time basis. At the next meeting
we brought it up. Fortunaicly, we
had an eacellent board. Out of this
came the first village administraior
in the stalc of ‘Wisconsin. From
therc it grew. It started with Bugh
Heincy and myself.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 1989

"When we Tirst started village
administration it was in the old
Village Hall across from the bowl-
ing alley. One day I was in. the
ccmetery doing some work and J
saw smoke coming up and heard the
fire sircn. | dashed to 1own and here
the library was on fire. What about
the books? ] called Bill Leahy at
the high school and said, ‘Bill, e
village hall is on fire and the books
are in danger, we aced manpower’,
It would have done your heant good,
In two minutes | looked up the
sureel and one after another, here

. were all the boys coming from the

high school. We staried a book
brigade.” Shimme! hailed a man in
& pickup to hall the books away.
More pickups joined the cause and
they saved every book.

Alter the village hall bumed, the
office moved 1o the location of the
present Chamber of Commerce,
then 1o the old bank building, the
present location,

For a lime, Shimmel lived in
Prairic du Sac. e said, ] bought a

© home up there on Water Sircet. One
* of the Uustces sesigned and they

asked me if T would take the posi-
tion. [ did and was re-clected. [ am
the only, one I know who served on

" both the village boatd of Prairie du
* Sag and,Seuk City.”
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Shimmel has a speéial ‘ressure -
on display at his business. It is a
miniature stcam engine pattemed’
after the old threshing steam ‘en-,
gines, He exploined, “When 1 was 8
child, Nick Knechics made thaf
steam engine and would bring it
over fo the house and would get it
going with somc canned heat, He
had taken & malted milk mixer and
made » motor, He had belis on it
and then strung up Christmas tree
lights. Forty yecars latcr, when ‘Nigk
was living in a trailer by the cap.
ning factory, he passed away,. |
called the altomey and 1old him"1
would trade 3 marker far his lot ont’
the cemetery for the steam engine.
No one could find it. Then, they.
sold the irailer one day and 1 gol 2
call from the amtorney. They hagl.
found the. little steam engine be-
hind walls of newspaper in the
trailer.”

Shimmel enjoys his work, the,

- people. He likes 1o play bridge and

he concluded with, “My fceling is
that we used 1o have parades and
band concerts and people were’ do-
ing things for people. We should
revive that spirit. I'm happy you
could record this part of my life. I'm
no doubt the only Shimmel Coenen”
who will ever live in Sauk City.”



Men’s Club 60,
and going strong

by Dorls Lltscher Gasser

. The oldest men's association in
Sauk City.is a civic minded group
who -were first organized as the
Men's Club about 60 years ago.
Four members gathered at the Sauk
City Library 1o peruse through
records and Lo recall stories of their
history. They dare Franz Wytten-
bach, Shimmel Coenen, Vic Loch-
ner and Bob Ochsner, all who have
served as officers and given
" leadership to the group through the
years. .

: The organization was completely’

. independent and began as a busi-
nessman’s group who were inler-
ested in the welfare of Sauk City
with projects and social cvents
stemming around lown beautifica-
tion, concern for young people and.
promotion of business.

Shimmel, president of- the Spell-

man Monument Company, began,
I joined the club in 1939. At that
time: I.had bought the icc cream

shop, and I was 21 years old. I

bought out VonWalds. Stub Lang
took over after I had owned it. It

was located next to the Standard Qil |

Station_ of -the comer of .Water
Street and Phillips Boulevard. It's a
Jaundry now. . ;
. "Serving the [armers was’a big
',.iss_ud; for businessmen through the
years. In the early years the stores
were open Wednesday nights until
9 p.m. and Saturday nights until 11
‘p.m. I worked for the IGA store on
“Water Street in 1937 and 1938.
“When it was closing time and we
.started 1o tumn the lights out in the
‘store,those farmers, who c_:!mc 1o
‘the Midway Tavern across the
strect, looked over and said, '‘My
. Gosh; I've got my wife's shopping
-list in my pocket,’ and they'd hurry

over 1o do their grocery shopping.
It was a big night. Discussions of
business hours were important.
There was a great deal of emotion
on the part of séme when the issue
came up as o whether or not they
could change shopping night for
farmers from Saturday 1o Friday.
Shopping night was a time for
farmers to combine their social life
with business. There was no
Chamber of Commerce or Lions
Club. We were the only club in
Sauk City and we were not affiliated
with any national or state organiza-
tion. We could keep our money at
home."

Franz Wyttenbach had not yer
reached the age of ‘21 when he
started his dairy business. He re-
called, "] wasn't a charter member
but I was one of the early members.
The ones I recall as charter mem-
bers were Frank Littel, George
Marzolf, and Henry Dresen. Bill
Leahy might have been, The Men's
Club started in '36 or '37. We can't
find the carly records. (Maybe there

* were none.)

"Saturday _nights, when the
stores were open, were cruising
nights for young guys. We'd cruise
up down main street in our aulomo-
biles." They were just cruising for
the fun.of cruising. He went on,

* "After dances the young guys would

stop at Jack Heids. We could get a
hamburger, hotdog, soda or coffce.
Everything cost a nickel."
Shimmel interjected: “"We sold
ice cream cones for a nickel, double
deckers." Franz went on: "Jack's
place was a small frame huilding

where Hondo's is now located. He -

sold out 10 Romie Reuter, cham-
pion of the pro Joe McCarthy
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group. The McCarthy recall group,
organized as the "Joe Must Go"
club was spearheaded by the then
Editor of the Star, Leroy Gore. The
‘Joe, Must Go' club caused a lot of
excitement and put Sauk City in the
national news. The Men's Club
didn't enter into politics. Jack Heid.

. was one of the characters Sauk City

had. through the years. He started
business with $15. After he bought
six stools and a grill he had $2 left
to buy groceries. He knew that I de-
livered .milk and the people left
“ their 8¢ in an empty quart milk bot-

. tle on:their front steps to pay for

the next quart of milk. So he told
me about life in Chicago when he
was glad 1o find coins in an empty
milk bottle in lean times." T
Franz ' bought the Twin City
Dairy in 1936 from.Loranz Tar-
nutzer which was located on the
‘comner of Bates and Maple Streets.
He renamed it West Side Dairy and
later bought the Hussel and Meyer
,Wagan Shop, a charming old block
‘building, and converted it into a di-
ary’and restaurant. It is now a
restaurant owned and operated by
Leystras.
| The third member of the group,
Vic -Lochner, retired from Ace
Hardware. Vic explained, "[ was as-
sociated with Ace Hardware when it
was located on'downtown Water.
Street. I'was there for 35 years and
managed the heating -and air condi-
tioning aspect of the business.
This had been the location of the
Hahn and Deman Hardware Store
and is now Donna's Floor
Covering. We would meet across
the street where Marty Roos' place
was .and is now the Pengwim.
Although we did move around.

Sometimes we met at Jack's

Riverside’ (now Green Acres) Jack
Voll's (now Marquardt Ageney)."



‘Shimmel continued, "We'd have
dmnct and a speaker and a busincss
mecung In the beginning we held
‘our, meetings at- the old City Hall
"south . of the’ Water Street stop
hghl. “The boy scouls mct "down-
'stairs’ and the library was on the
somh side of the bmldmg Local
women's church’ groups ‘and others
such ‘as - the Amecrican Legion
Auxxhary. Royal* Ncnghbors and

S rmet

1Carl Ganzlm was crowded bctwccn

"the wall and the table and somconc
‘spilled a whole tray of coffee on his
‘back. I never saw anyone jump up
and take off his jacket so fast! Later
in:1956, when the -Curtis Hotel
(Cuy Hall) bumed down a new li-
brary was constructed.” = .

Franz recalled, "We uscd 1o meet .

out at Gaukel's at Fish Lake, That

was bcforc it was a resort. It was

more’ or less -a private cottage.

Sometimes’ we, ate a Pearl’s Gar-

den.”

- Shimmel added, "There was Pete's
"Bar and Pearl's #arden. There was
: about an eight. foot drop into the

river cast of the garden. There wis a

fire place and there’s an interesting -

ammal down there with a frog on
its back. A guy- from Michigan

brought it from the Chlcago 1932

World’s Fair and sold jt 10 Pete
Sprcchcr It had an mlcrcslmg

story and he was going to tell me -

about it until he found out I was
gong 'to .write about it in the paper.

It must have been stolen or some-

thing: Afier 1954, when the Leland
Rodand Gun Club had created a park

by, the pond and we had cxpandcd o

“include area farmcrs. we had picnics
oul there. :

.2On a different sub_}ect we used
o promote band concerts -with the
Sauk City’ High School kids. We
had Saturday night concerts on’
*Jackson Street between the Du Drop,
‘Inn’ (now Jimmy's Bar) and the.
" State Bank. (Now the Star Office)

- "We had a discussion about creat-
ing an ice skating rink. We flooded’
" an area behind the old I'ugh school.
We made plans for a tennis court,
promoted by Al Kahn, located be-
hind' the old Catholic Church,
where the community center is lo-
day " :
"It was time lo hcar from Bob

Ochsner, the youngest member of,
the group. He recalled, "My father,

the ‘club-when they had country
. cousin's mghl As a boy.I remem-
ber him getting ready to go to the
' micetings. There was another reason

Hank Ochsner, became a membcr of.

;I was ‘encouraged 10 Jom A young

‘man. who was manager of Hardec's,
-Rick’ Carlson, who has since’ been

nllcd .in a wragic sky diving acci-
dent, was the president of the Men's
Club’about ten years ago. He put an

.azucle in the Star explaxmng the

1purpose and activitics of the Men's
‘Club )

"I called him, went t0'the. mee;
mg as his guest and became a mem-
ber, Bob recalled a story that onc of
the old timers had told him. “In the
days when the club had their meet-
ings at the Blaze, a popular place
+with a circular bar on the street side
and a dining room’in back by the
riverside. Armand Bauer Teft his
Jjacket on the coat rack in the bar
and went in to dinner. His jacket
started smoking. The tobacco in
his pipe pocket was still alive and
lhc Blaze became ablaze.”

" Shimmel continued, “The Mcns
Club 'discussed building a new
gymna.smm and that was the start of
the community bulldmg today.
"That was a community project. We
‘had’a committec appomlcd lo rep-

'resent the Men's Club i in'1940 and .

it didn't get started until the '50s.”

« Franz recalled, "Before that we
-had Tumer's Hospital, onc of the
oldest buildings in Sauk City on
the comer of Water and Polk Strect,
where children came to have their
tonsils taken out. We had fricnds
south of Aréna with a large family.

As cach onc’became nine years old”
they'd come in lo have their tonsils -

taken out; - Then, they'd stay at our
place all mghl It was a two day
. deal.”

‘In we carly- ‘40s. the U. S, gov-
‘emment decided that the rich farm-
land in Sumpter was the chosen site
for. the powder defense plant.
Shimmel commented: "The Men's
Club was contacted to discuss this '
issue. We were between the farmers
who_didnt want to losc their farms
and busincssmen who would have a
booming business. We voted in fa-
vor of it but we probably had liule:
to say about the government's deci-
sion.”

 Franz added, "The war was inter-
t'cnng with a-lot of pcop]cs lives.
Men were called to service.”

“There was a great influx of peo-
ple into the area. Business places,
"especially taverns and restaurants
Wwere open round the clock 10 ac-
;commodale the shift workers. At
:lhc changmg of the shifts there was
-bumper to bumper traffic from the
‘Badger Ordinance gatc to Prairie du
;Sac .and Sauk City. The mode sud-
denly changed from a friendly
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commumty. where cveryone knew
cvcryonc. inlo a place of unusual
rpccplc. encrgy and activity.
Bunncss establishments extended,
lw:sl on Phillips Boulevard and the
dual highway on 12 was - con-
structed. .

_Shimmel rémembered "Sauk City
refused 10 allow people o have
housc trailers in theif yud.& or for
lhe vzllage 1o establish a trailer
camp : '

*Vic rccallcd "Johnnie Beinvogel
.built the ‘Riverview Ballroom be-
“hind his bar which had been the old
Eagle House Hotel." Shimmel

-added, "That was built 20 fect into
. the river at the time. The DNR

wouldn't allow them. 1o do that to-

" day.” Franz went on, "The guy who °

was building it was putting up the

rafiers and hadn't braced them very
well. He was one of those guys who
was surc of himsclf and he said,

"They'll stay there.” Onec night we
had a great, big storm and every
rafter blew down. Johnnic made -
him ‘put them all back up on his
own time."Franz continued: The
Rivervicw Ballroom attracted big
namc bands and crowds.of fricndly
pcoplc during the late forties and

lfll'ucs. We -promoted bowling

teams,. too. We had bowling teams
'in the Mcns Club and I had a tcam
of my own.”

.Shimmel added, "T was still bowl-
-ing when I had my heart attack in
'85 and Bruno Slolty is still bowl-
ing with the team.”

-:The Men's Club sponsored a°
ycar!y banquet ‘for many ycars
honoring high ‘school athletes. In
.1948" thc basketball tcam was
honored as being~ Tri Counly
League champions and 2gain in the
'60s there was another paramount
banquet with 270 pcople present
honoring the Sauk City aLhIclcs of
1917,

Franz recalled, "We didn't forget
our wives. Every year we had a spe-,
. cial banquet and cach lady was
gwcn a rose.”

- During ‘the 1950s the club’ re-
sumed an inferest in suppa:ting the
“hospital project. Shunmcl re-
vicwed, "The club volu‘.-xo pledge
33,000 to the hospilal. \kc decided
1o_have the nurses station as our
,mcmorial unit. Bill Spellman of-
fcrcd to underwrite the pledge if the
club couldn't pay.

+The:Sauk City Men's Club was
also instrumental in promotmg the
new bridge and movmg it to the
present location in 1966. They
-were also involved in the dedica-
tion ccremonics.



Men’s Club has
rich history here

‘Looking over old Sauk City
Ochsner, Franz Wyttenbach_an

: Rcfcmng to fund raisers, Bob
found an item on the sale of light
bulbs -and Earl‘Hall was concerned
“that their light bulb sale. ‘might in-
lerfcte with local business. .
"'I'hc ‘most fantastic fund raiser
was the trip planned to the Mil-
waukec Braves game in the ‘50s.
Pcoplc from towns and the country
side boarded the passcnger train
from the Sauk City depot carly onc
Sunday’ moming and headed for
‘Milwaukee. thc passenger train
, hadn't run.from Sauk City for many
years ‘and ‘it was a jiggledy ride.
. There was a food car and two bar
oaxs. being one of the bar tenders,:
Shunmel remembers that well. The
game was a double header and there

‘was "2 \"vcary train load of peoplc
_pulling into Sauk City late that
‘night.

Yic reminded: “"We had an Easter
"egg hunt for many ycars. We'd boil.
and color 90 dozcn eggs. At first
that was a high school home eco-

.nomics project and was done later
; upstairs at the Riverview, Franz and
ol.hcr men would help.

Franz rciterated, "We'd get up at

“five in the moming and hide eggs,
in different places, around the:

Riverview, Steidmenn's or Earl
Hall's home or the lot near

Kirchsteins where the manor is:

now. That's the same place the cav-
alry with horses used to camp- when
they were traveling from lilinois to
Camp McCoy. There'd be several
hundred men at camp and the gen-

‘eral would strut around like a

turkey.”

Back to the Easlcr egg hunt; it
was reported by Jim McGuine and

Joc Bemard that it was a big suc-
cess except that the older children
were out carly and got the eggs be-
fore the litde ones had a chance.
Shimmel went an to a more scri-
ous subject: "We discussed the be-
ginning of an ambulance service.
In 1969 the ambulance service be-
gan for the two villages and six
townships.”

local undertaker, had a2 Ford Sedan
delivery with a stretcher in it”

The Sauk City Men's Club has
been a great assct to the community
throughout the years, contribuling

Franz added, “"Before
that we'used privately owned sta-
tion wagons and Zimmerman, the-

to many activities and beneficial

causes. They placed high priority
on scholarships. The original
scholarships were given in honor
of educators, Jim McGuine, Bill
Leahv and Carl Simonson.

Men's Club records are, left to right: Vic Lochner, Bob
d W.J. Shimmel Coenen.

Bob Adank, ucasurer of the club,
reports that the club has given over

$25,000 toward their causes uver
the past five years.

Bob Ochsner explained, "Our ac-
livitics have changed through the
‘years. Recently we have had fund
raisers, Christmas raffles, conces-
‘'sions for baseball tournaments. ‘We
have contributed to safety pauols,
hockey teams, baseball teams,
jump rope competitions, the liter-
‘ary council and scholarships, lo
name a few. We have monthly
mectings with a speaker or enter-
‘tainment. We have summertime
picnics and a special Christmas
dinner and annual dues of $10.
Right now we arc in a situation
where we could use more members.
Ladies are welcome to join."

The entire group agreed that
ladies are welcome to join. If you
cnjoy communicaling with gen-
"uine, ating people who find grau-
l"cauonwm helping the community
as well as the pleasure of social get
‘togethers, contact the Sauk City
Men's Club. New ideas arc wel-
-comel,

*  (Contact Franz, Shimmel, Vic or

Bob, President, Dan Duchrow,
“Treasurcr, Bob Adank or any other
member of the club.)



Showlng that he still has that muslcal talent that led to the popularity of the
“Johnson_Rag" at the Riverview Ballroom Is Bob Erhardt, on bass, flanked by
Shimmel. Coenen a’fan of that. era.. Photo by Dorls’ thscher Gasser ‘

by. Dorls ‘Litscher

. ‘Gasser

“Hol. Ho! It’s the Johnson Rag!

Hep! Hep!: hear it = The John-
son Rag!’

Bob_ Ehrharat. and- Shlmmel
Cocncn remm:sced about post
WWII good umes at-the. Sauk
City. Riverview”when. the' Jack

" Teter Tro, was poluplar

Bobbegan taklng
v101in

‘ ,Ficssons a( the age of clght “and

yoegan his musical career’at thc
tage “of - 14. :Bob- recalled: "We'
started in’ the, Milwaukee Bars
when "_Beer came back” in 1933 -

_«There were three in our group on
-.the. violin,. accordion and ‘saxo-

phone. We played waltzes and the:
‘two-step and- were paid $3.00 a:
‘night a piece.”

-*From' there Uhcle Sam called’

‘Bob to join the Navy and he was
‘stationed. At Great-Lakes, Far-:
rugut, Idaho-and Corvallis, Ore-

'zgon Through his studies in Far-

'rugut Bob became a medical
.corpsman However upon’his ar-
tival in Corvallis he was drafted’
to’ play " bass with “the- navy'
orchestra which™ played at the
USO., the Officegs Club, and
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istaff dances. After a year and a
half, in: 1945, the war ended and
iBob went back 1o Milwaukee. -
After a few jobs through the
‘National Federation of . Musi-
cians, Bob received a phone call
iform Jack Teter from Memphis,
'Missouri,-who ‘was on tour in
Mllwaukee. He explained, " Teter
was on the | guuar and Bob Prouty
from Burhngton Wisconsin was,

-.on the, piano:- They had just lost

‘their bass-playcr. The first place
in Milwaukee that we played was’
an Italian place, Tutz's. We trav-
‘elled mostly - throughout- the



" ‘Midwest and" sang’ dividually
:and as.a trio. We had onc night
stands at various TV stations in
- 'Madison.. We were it the Deva’
‘Bara iii- Baraboo many nights and-
WIBU, Poynette, and got 1o the
. Riverview.’‘when ~ our’ .agent,
‘contacted " Fran™ Conway, the
owner,” " T
The Riverview, considered by
:many to.be a white clephant
. :about 0 be swallowed by the
“Wisconsin' River when' Johnny
Beinvogl built it in 1942,.°was
sold to Fran Conway in 1950 and
.‘began flourishing with the big
‘bands ‘under. his,ownership and
‘auspices: Fran was:a Sauk City
native 'who' Was an Up and com-
ing gentleman, a promoter, who
‘liked people ‘and music and got
- 'them together in the spirit of the
Post war cra at his ballroom. Box
recalled: "Fran 'was an casy-going
good fellow,” =~~~ ‘
.. The big.bands in the romantic'
ballroom. with'a moonlight view.
.over the Wisconsin River, were,
-an; attraction: 1o people from a
.broad ared around Sauk City on’
.Saturday nights There they could
;swing and sway_to the. tuncs of
‘the.day;. including the Johnson
Rag, There was'excitement cven;
-in the anticipation of eitering the.
ballroom as Cap Kahn, the dance
inspector,” 'g:om'mpnly"" and
‘affectionately called the bouncer,
‘wandered around the entrance. In
his'own steady unruffled way, he
gave the impression that he knew

how tp handle things "~
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Snummel, an hvid ‘supporter

of the bands, recalled some of
“them that kept the Riverview
Ballroom alive "on Sadirday

. nights: "Eddie ‘Howard: Tiny
Hill, - Lionel Hampton and
Lawrence Welk." . .-
- Bob remembered; "Lawrence
‘Welk' told us’ he was going to
Califomia-We 10ld him 10 forget
it He 'would get lost.' Now, he is
the only onc who is still on tele-.
vision even though he is de-

- Shimmel continued, "When the
big bands rested Jack Teter's Trio
ook over 1o "kecp thé party
going. They.played in Sauk City
:the entire summer,* . -

.+ The dance floor would be hop-
ping to the Johnsbn Rag at its
peak ‘energy ‘and then the music
%ofiened and dwindled in a sleepy,
idead silence and suddenly the mu-
sicians would tedr back into an-
‘other. round of "Hoy! Hoy! It's
the Johnson Rag," and the dance
hall would come back to. life,
Then, the +whele; thing -would
sartall over again., .t
. Shimmof femembered: The
overflowing growds were milling
in the streets‘and strainirig (o hear

» 4o

he music”of. the. famous bands
{hroughout the evening.” -~

.. Bob went on:: "The Johnson
Rag:was wrilter by Hall“and
iKleinkauf. Some of the big bands
Played it but Teier sang along and
{that's hdw,it',ticcamc'numbexj two
in the: National. Hit Parade. To
it0p off the réminiscence of the.

Johnson Rag and the ‘Riverview’
‘Ballroom in the -30s,.and 4dd‘a

;
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Members of the Jack Teter Trlo Included, left to right: Jack Teter on guitar,

. Bob Prouty on plano and Bob Erhardt on bass. The otten layed t
"Riverview.in Sauk City. y played at:the

little spice to the day thé" twa  fge-

nial gentleman relived the hap'py

times in song; ...
. "Hlp' Hip! Hear :t- The John-
son Rag

Hoy' Hoy' Therc goes I.hc lat-
est shag -

“Ho! Hol itisn'tagag. .

Hip! Hip! there | goes the John-
:son Rag!" *. *

Bob Ehrhardt, the only hvmg
member of the Teter Trio, is now
‘retired with his wife, Iris, in their
home in Baraboo,Bob continues
10 play with"a “trio.” However,’

~they justlost their piano player.

‘If you are’ an.interesied plamst
"look up Boh! -

K Today the Rivérviev s owned’

‘ and opcralcd by Doug ; and Karen-

Shinkeér.” The® frontage. of the’
Riverview on:Water Street was
;built in 1888 by Math Huenh, as’
a hotel, restaurant and bart The’
:Shmkers are  caring people
.mte.rested Jin; ‘preserving . the
hlstoncal aspecls of ‘the building,

wah (hc  upstairs bar, “The Water!
‘Street, Saloon”. The . Waterfront’
i Restaurant, with good home style
|cooking ‘of American food, and-
""Hil’ Hi!. Hip! Hip!". periodic;
'dances in" the Riverview “with:
'music for all ages in 1997 style

Secck pﬂz}e/z: ﬁ‘lda
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Lost buddy found

by Doris Litscher Gasser
A weary, stocky buill, balding
Columbia  University  Professor
_stopped in at the Spellman Granite
Office in Sauk City to meet Shimme!
Cocnen lale one afiernoon in the
spring. Shimmel wound up his meet-
ing with a customer and grected his
ncw guest who seemed quite ap-
prehensive, The professor had become
exhausied from having scarched for
years for a long, lost buddy from Sauk
City who had been killed in Iwa Jima.
The professor’s name was William
« A. Corpe, professor Emeritus,
Biological  Science,  Columbia
University, City of New York, who we
will refer 10 as Bill, as he signs his
pame. R
Bill came 10 know this dead Marine
Comrade on the 5SS Dark in January
1945, cn route 1o Iwa Jima. This lost
friend from Sauk, and a man namcd
- Don Allen, would meet frequently to
"discuss a subject they had in com-
“mon—the writings of Augusi Derleth.
«Bill. was rcading "Wind Over
Wisconsin™ when they met and his
Sauk City friend was carrying "Still is
thc Summer.” The three cnjoyed
*Derleth as a story icller and his famil-
iarily of the natural history of the
Wisconsin River.
". The missing comrade was a Marine
.paratreoper who had participated in
action in Bourgainville and Vcella
‘Vella in 1943 and now he was facing
“action in Iwa Jima, He died in battle,

'Bill Corpe and Don Allen visited their,

-friend's grave in lwa Jima at the end of

s the war before they headed back for

i the United States.

Strangely enough Bill had forgoucn;

. the name of his buddy who had beene

- wife had made’a previous visit 1o Sauk
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City. Everyone was sympathetic to the
cause. They contacted people they
met on the strecl. They went o the'
VFW Post at Prairie du, Sac, where
they were given a list of 9,000 names .
from the third, fourth and fifth Marinc’
divisions of the dead in the Jwa Jima
cemelery,

Bill and his wife continucd thcir
quest and wenl lo the Sauk' City
Library and apain were greeted kind-
Iy. but 10 no avail. They found no
information afier scouting through the
obituarics on microfilm, Mary kindly
suggesied that Bill contact Pete Blum,
who had worked with August on writ-
ings in his carlicr ycars.

Peie in turn referred Bill 10
Shimmel Coencn. Upon enitering
Shimmel's officc, Bill had just com-
pleted hours of walking up and down
among tombstones in the Sauk City
Cemeclery looking for military mark.
crs and examining the writings. No
tombstone fit the criteria of his lost,
buddy. :

No wonder Bill was exhausted,
when he told Shimmel his story. t:
was a story that brought lears to
Shimmel's eyes. The lights went on
and with a snap of the finger Shimmel
said, “Bill Rilchie’. And his brother
lives in lown.”

Happy his scarch was over, in about-
no time at all Bill was visiting with
Chuck Ritchie in his home in Sauk
City. What an emotional time for Bill
Corpe and Chuck Ritchie, to share the
happy memories of Bill Ritchie and
the sorrow of his not returning.

In a recent letter 1o Shimmel,

Professor Corpe wrotc: "l want to

‘thank the people of Sauk City and

+ "Prairie du Sac for thcir hospitalily.”
so dear 1o him. Nevertheless he never . arle ¢ .. . pitality

* gave up searching for hin. He and his .
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_Film to show Sauk Prairie in 1938
; Characters’ of. Sauk City and Pralrle du Sac are

¢ hopping all over the screen.in a serles of '1938

- sllent movies..- Shimmel Coenen (left) and Jim
. Kirchstein are shown as they edit and:- add-sound

tracks to "the'films. It is belleved that Dr, Leo

- -Hudson was primarlly responsible. for: the original

production. A group of historically-minded citl- -

.Zens-are having a serles . of meetings at the Sauk .

Clty Library to Identify the people In the movles, "

-They are Lols Koenlg, -Janice: ‘Bénder, Marjorle

Oneson, Betty Luetscher,™ Lyr'rian-_Waﬂeqschmldt,
Bob McFarlane, Bill Kirschner and’ Carl Lachmund,
The movies wlil be for sale -soon. -Watch for further

“ Information. Photo by Doris’ Litscher Gasser
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VEW’s 50th. -

Founding of
local VFW told

— .- © e ewe e

by Dorls Litscher Gasser.

The Sauk Prairic VFW was orga-
nized over a soda fountain, accord-
ing to Shimmel Cacnen, one of the
original mecmbers. '

Shimmel, as a young Sauk City

man was drafted into the army in
WWII and was stationed in Hawaii.
. He recalled: "I was drafted in
1942 and was in service three
years, four months and 21 days. I
got out on New Year's Day January
1, 1946. I had an ice cream shop,
which was run by my wife during’
that time. The ice cream shop was a.
hang-out for high school kids after
school. During the day time we had
a lot of coke and coffee drinkers.
Charlic Henning would always
come in during the day and talk
about organizing a VFW while I
was scrving people over the soda
fountain.”

As the veterans came into the ice
cream shop to have their aftemoon
.coffec Shimmel and Charlic took a
survey to learn whether or not there
would be an interest in a VFW or-
ganization. The American Legion
had already- been established since
WW I and they were doing a great
job of leading patriotic events. in
the community. Nevertheless
Shimmel put an ad in the Ssuk City
+ Pioneer Press and the first meeting
was held in the Sauk City Village.
Hall May 23, 1946. {Wendelin
Cocnen served as lemporary comi-.
mander and Roy Ratcliff as
Quartermaster. .

Shimmel reviewed: "Later -on,
‘Tuly 25, 1946 the post was in-,
stalled as the Lachmund Cramer:
VFW Post #7694, We got our pins}
‘and hats and cards. My card was #2:
and it still is.”

<

H
} W.J. “Shimmel" Coenen

The clected officers on J'ul'y 25,
1946 were Orlo Koenig-

_ Commander (deceased). Orlo had
been 4 captured German prisoner.

Sr. Vice President - Wendelin
Coenen,; Jr. Vice President -
Linford:+LeMoine, Chaplain -
Edward Neumier, Judge Advocate -
Charles Henning (deccased),
Trustees - Donald Hosig, Merle
Keller, (deceased) and Maurice
Neumaier. Merle Keller was. written
up in the papers as having been
killed. Tt was later a great shock
when he appeared.. :
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"Charlie and I were both sur-
prised at the big wm out we had.
There were approximately 50 veter-
ans who mmed out. The organiza-
tion kept growing. We had good
meetings and promoted activities.'
‘One time we had a circus come to
town 1o raise money.”

When the U.S. cntered the
Korean War Shimmel, who had

been in the army reserve, was one
of those men who was called back

. 1o duty. This time his destination

was Scoul, Korea, where he served
.as a Sergeant Major.

- Shimmcl remembered: "When
the ships came in with
replacements I saw Toby Thistle's
name on the manifest and requested
that he be in our company.”
Interest in the VFW dwindled
.during the Korean War.

Shimmel went on, “Charlic
"Henning should get all of the credit
for holding the VFW together. He
had a YFW bumper sticker on his
car. He attended all of the state
conventions. He was the represen-

tative at the regional conventions.
He'd go around 10 different VFW -
Posts. He was a one man VFW
Post. He'd call mectings in
makeshift places, few if any vets
would come. Sometimes he had
meetings in his car. As Quarler
Master he'd fill out all of the;
quarterly reports and bring them.
over to me to sign. I kept all of the
records. Then, one day John
Heiney came to me and asked, ‘Do
you have the VFW records?” A
younger groupof velerans was
interested in reviving the VFW
organization.”

Since the scventies there has
been a resurgence of enthusiasm’
among the veterans. They built a
club house, cleaned up a junk yard.
on the Wisconsin River, created 2
park and sponsor community acliv-
ities all in the spirit of "Honoring
lhe,dfac_l by helping the living.'

5
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A murder in Sauk City in

/956

by W.J. “Shimmel!” Coenen

The saloons in Sauk did a big busi-
ness when the steamers and rafts of.
lumber and Iogs tied up for the night.’
.A local man, Hunter Davis, west of’

Honey Creek, enjoyed the saloons,
too. He was known for being a sharp
shooter with a hdnung nﬂc The
Davises were quite close ac-
quaintances with Millard, who ran a
livery stable in Sauk, and his wife.
Millard was a strong rugged man.

One day Mrs. Davis came 1o town’

frightened and. went to visit the
Millards and told them she was afraid
of her husband. He would come home
drunk every night and abuse her and
even threatened to kill her But,
. instead he killed the cat. She pleaded

with_the Millards to come home with -

her for the night. They complied with
her request, meaning to be helpful.
When Hunter Davis came home
and saw the Millards he was infuri-
~ated. The next day he appcared in
“Sauk with a rifle threatening to shoot
Millard on sight. Millard appealed 10
_the Sauk officials to take care of Davis

* but they did nothing about it. The irext

day Davis came to town and brought
his boy with him with a double bar-
reled shot gun. Millard decided that if
the law wouldn't protect him he had
better do it himself.

Davis was Jooking for Millard in
Sauk and was 10ld Millard wenmt 1o
upper Sauk. In the meantime, Millard
had escaped to upper Sauk and was
hiding on the second floor of the
Gilmore warchouse, where he viewed

“Davis and his boy from a window
coming after him. He took his gun and
. aimed it at Davis and shot him.

A lew days later Millard was taken
10 Baraboo handcuffed with the sher-
iff in a horse and buggy—followcd by :
-three guards on horses. He was given
a five year sentence in prison, but was
pardoned afier two years. When he,
was released he -and his people left

. Sauk, never 10 rewrn.

( There is an ongnmg research nio

the. murder by Keith Mdlard of
" Swisher, lowa.)

facc é‘ //D/'a rie
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History of Legion
told by Coenen

Back from WW I

Shown in front of Coenen's Ice Cream Shop at the northwest cor-
ner of Phillips Bivd and Water St. are left to right, Shimmel
(Wendelin) and brother Doc (Sylvester) Coenen. Photo courtesy of
Jeanne Miller

by Doris Litscher Gasser

Note: The interview with Shimmel
was taken shortly before he passed
away on October 23, 1998. Shimmel
{ Wendlelin served in the army in WW
11 and in the Korean conflict in 1950
as a Sgt. Major in Korea. Doc
(Sylvester) served as a corporal in
WW [ stationed in London, England.

There'll be a biography of Shimmel
coming up a litle later. He passed
away in the middle of our writing, we
hadn't planned for that.

Shimmel Coencn was a lad of tcn
in 1927 when he was highly im-
pressed with the activities and pres-
tige of the vetcruns in thc American
Legion. Years later, after his own scr-
vice to the country he was proud io
become a member of the Kuoni-
Rewer Post #1167,

The American Legion was a {lour-
ishing, active organization in the 20s
and 30s.

Shimmel  recmembered:  “There
were Legion dances in Accola’s Hall
above what is now the Pizza Place
next o Hondo's. There were Fourth of
July celcbrations. There were parades
and band concerts on Saturday nights.
Automobiles had to doedge the band
stand, which was set up in the middic
of Main Street in Sauk City. The stage
wais sct for a happy cvening as citizens
of all ages milled around and social-
ized at an ice crcam social o the tne
of John Phillip Sousa’s marches.

“Armisticc Day was a big day! No
onc went 1o work. Most of the stores
were closed. The Legionnaires went
10 Denzer 1o Markerts and had a ccle-
bration and played cards and had a pig
roasL. '

“*Mecmorial Day was another im-
portant time. The Legionnaires would
gather on Main Street and march to
the cemetery. The Legionnaires would
be marching! | The Boy Scouls would
be marching! The Legion Auxiliary
would be marching! I can piclure the
enthusiasm of Mrs. Stecidimann,
Hclen Hall and Erna Spcllman, There
was lhe Legion band and the high

chene 2. /999
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. school band.”

Shimmc] was the service officer for,

'm:uyy years. He ook men to the veter-’

an’s hospital in Madison. He ook carc
of funcral arrangemcnts and ha the
honor of presenting the flag o the.
widow of the deccascd.

He recalled: *One time | was lnkm;:,
a paticnt to the hospital We were just
on lhe other side of Spring Ficld
CorncrsTand:we saw. a_car- makmg a
big,, rouna .on e corner. wy pnsscn-
gcr.,Eddnc Somcrau s:ud "Thal guy
ain’t gonna make it.' So the guy gocs
off lhc road and hits.a post and flips
up-sxdcodown. 1 went over (o help him,
outjof the car. 1 said, 'Arc you
alnght? He said, *Yep, I'm alright.’ It
was cight o'clock in the morning and-
he had over'imbibid.. Just then a pick
up camc 1lon;, with a farmer in it The
farmer look over and .we left for the

“hospital.

"Thcrc were at least a hundred peo-
plc in the chlon when | Jcmcd A few
1 remember arc George Gicck, Donald
Waydick, LaVerac Muclier and
Romic Rcuter. Oscar Buerke cmnc
here from Black Earth. He did a lot for

-
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the Legion. There arc some people
who ncver got credit for what they did
in Sauk City.

““Rollic Steuber and Bill Spclhman
were bascball cnthusiasts and sup-
ported our tcam. I was on the tcam.
We were good. We had a band .md a
firing squad.

“I think Romie Reuter ran for 's(.m.

LCommander  one  lime.  Gordic

Roscleip from Darlington, was a Stalc
Scnator and a Statc Comunander at
one time. He was a guy who didn’l
scem 1o know cheese from butler but
he was our friend.

“Our ficsl mcclings were in the
Sauk City Village Hall. We had a club
house for awhilc on Jackson Sirect
across from Kocnig's bird housc.
Then, the Legion got a litle out of

“hand. It sort of fcll apart. We lost our
"club housc and Slarted Josing mcm-

bers. The Legion is doing better today
but we still do not have a club house.”

The VFW have kindly been sharing
their Club Housc on the Wisconsin
River for the American Legionnaires

to hold their mcclings.

Giegerich Jons
Frarre auw JSac, Wi

P77
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Shimmel Coenen has had a childhood 1like
no one else I have known. How generous of
him to choose to share it with us.
Though he had it in mind that he wanted
his biography written a few years back,
it wasn't until July, 1998 that we began
to write now and then, slowly, slowly.
Little did we realize that October 23,
1998 would be his last day on earth.
Unfortunately, he passed away before we
were finished. I promised I would complete
the story, and Jeanne was great about
taking over to assure that her dad's
desire was fulfilled. I made no attempt
to embellish on Shimmel's story. to
create a great writing. I simply wrote
what he told and tried to incorporate
some of his thoughts and feelings.

I was happy to have an opportunity to
get to know his family and friend. A1ll
of our lives have been enriched because
of Shimmel's story.

ary

Doris Litscher Gasser




