Rich Sutcliffe has loved music all his life.  In fact, his mother says that when she was pregnant with him, he would kick in rhythm to the music she was listening to.  By the time he was three years old his favorite thing to do was play the piano.  Rich began taking formal piano lessons at age five, and within just a few months his piano teacher told his parents that he was the most musically gifted child she had ever met.

Rich loved making people happy with his music and, throughout his childhood, he often entertained his family and friends with recitals, and he helped many area community groups by playing piano at their fundraisers.  When he was twelve years old he entered and won Grand Prize at the Dane County Teen Talent Show.  That same year he also applied to the Wisconsin Young Scholar Talented and Gifted Program for a grant to write his own suite of music.  He was awarded one of only ten of these grants and wrote a beautiful suite of music that he titled “In the Days of Knights”.

When Rich was sixteen years old he was involved in a tragic, near fatal, car accident which left him severely injured and in a coma for several weeks. When he regained consciousness, the entire right side of his body was paralyzed, his language functioning was impaired, he had memory problems, and he was permanently deaf in the left ear.  He had to relearn how to do everything, even things as basic as how to talk and how to eat. Doctors said he would most likely never walk again and that he would probably never get the use of his right hand and arm back.  

But Rich was determined to gain back as much function and mobility as possible and, most of all, he was determined to play the piano again.  He went through several years of intense physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech therapy.  Through it all he stayed cheerful and upbeat.  Three years after the accident he proudly used a wheeled walker to walk down the gymnasium aisle and receive his high school diploma; amidst a standing ovation and thunderous applause from the audience and his classmates.

Rich is now twenty-three years old and has almost achieved his goal of a college degree in Liberal Studies/Arts.  As for his piano playing?  With this CD you can hear for yourself!  This is Rich’s first CD and all of the songs are his own compositions.  He has very appropriately titled it “A New Beginning”.  We hope you find Joy, Peace, and Inspiration every time you listen to it.

