I went to RiverArts a week ago, stopping in without an appt since I could not get a return phone call or e-mail. Luckily, Tywana’s asst was going into the building, knew me, and offered to take me to Tywana. Tywana was gracious in letting me stop in, and said that their 10 10 10 day was filled and that, according to what she was told, being the only day for their celebration, it would be hard to make any additions now….I asked who she was working with, and she replied “volunteers”. And I mentioned our short 20 minute video about Derleth, and she said she would explore that spot addition with her committee. I told up less than 5 minutes of her time, and I asked if she knew of Derleth, his association with Zona Gale, FLLW, etc, his achievements, etc. She replied not, which suggested to me that (maybe) we need to so some local work.
I was in Sauk for the WORT gathering at Frei Greminde (13th)….they have been promoting the day on their station for several days before, and I know several of their announcers having been in the music business and having been on several of their radio shows. It was an interesting get together….at first I thought I was in the House of David since there was no shortage of beards. Presenters talked about the free thinkers movement in Sauk City, and the history of the WORT station, and the history of listener sponsored radio nationwide. I knew of the tie between UC Berkeley and the Madison campus, and especially with WORT, and listenership in the Sauk Prairie area is large for them. There were over 100 attending. A couple of days ago, I called WORT and asked about exploring ideas of our WaldenWest Festival with a WORT occasion, possibly including historical interests since they seem to be big on that subject. Since Aug was always a big part of the Freethinkers fellowship, I feel we should keep visiting there as much as possible. The board of the fellowship has been open to the ADS….I visited one of their meetings a few months ago when someone broke into the hall and stole the safe. I volunteered to talk with the board about security systems since we installed our system at that time. And I just like the Hall. It was the first one in the U.S. and the Village has kept it protected against development and (I believe) free of property taxing.
In watching Public TV (21), I note the advertising of “local events” on the Portal Wisconsin segment, and called into the station to see how that is provided, any cost? etc., and was told that a committee makes that decision, spots run at random, and that there was no cost. Here again, there are probably politics in place, but it would be well worth exploring as the time gets near WW10. I know a few at the station that might help us get in there.
Food for thought.

