My acquaintance with Augie Derleth was limited, but was sufficient to enable me to talk to him as if he were a normal person. He accepted my invitation to speak (without pay) to our Cub Scout annual dinner. He related surprisingly well to the 8 - to -10 year old boys who remembered little of what he said, but remembered well that they liked him.
Aug's daily walk to the post office provided many opportunities for spontaneous on-the-street conversations. One of those I had with him calls for background explanations. The Vatican II changes were fresh in people's minds. Turtle-neck shirts and sweaters had gone out of style, but Aug continued to wear them. As styles go, after several years they came back into style.
When I met Augie on the street I challenged him, "Augie, isn't it traumatic for you to have turtle-necks come back in style?"
After a hearty guffaw he replied, "Ray, I'm one of those Catholics who always did eat meat on Fridays. Yes, it is!"
Ray W. G. Bayley
Madison, Wisconsin
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