The original Goose Island Ramblers were put together in October of 1938 when they had an appearance at Chicago’s WLS radio station. The members were Windy Whitford, Vern Minor, Salty Hougan and Stubby Stubatraa. Windy came up with the name just before the trip to WLS came about.

Wendy “Windy” Whitford was born on February 25, 1913, in Albion, Wisconsin. He worked for Oscar Mayer meat processing plant in Madison, Wisconsin for 40 years.

The “Ramblers” played steady from 1939 to 1944 and went on the road for WLS. Stubby Stubetraa left and the name was changed to “The Montana Cowboys” at the request of the WLS booking agent.

The Goose Island Ramblers resurfaced in 1960 when Windy teamed up with Smokey George Gilbertson and Bruce Bollerud. Between 1944 and 1961 Windy played with various groups in the Madison area.

Bruce Bollerud was born on October 8, 1934, on a farm near Hollandale, Wisconsin. As a child he listened to the music of local house parties, usually an accordion, fiddle and guitar. When Bruce was 10, his dad bought him a Bandonion (a type of Concertina) and soon Bruce was playing house parties and tavern jobs with the old fiddlers in the area.

Then, local bands, leading to his part of the Dick Sherwood Show on Madison television, along with two guitar players from the Madison area, Chuck Johnston and Cliff Brizendine.

Bruce, Cliff and Chuck came into our studios in the early 1960’s as “The Johnson Brothers”. Bruce continued with the Goose Island Ramblers, cutting their first album with us in 1961.

Smokey George Gilbertson was born in Madison on September 29, 1925. George started with playing his brother Leroy’s guitar, and later, the harmonica. George, too, played a lot of house parties. He was nine at the time. His next instrument was the Hawaiian guitar. George played on the road with numerous bands until 1961 when he joined Windy and Bruce to form the Goose Island Ramblers.

All three have written many original compositions including Windy’s “Oscar Cannonball”, My Blue Eyes Has Gone”, “Victory Cannonball”, George’s “Beach at Waunakee”, “Norwegian War Chant”, “Goose Island Honk”, and Bruce’s “Hurley Hop”. “No Norwegians” (with Windy), “Selmas Waltz”.

