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602-603 GARDEN CITY /B
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§

Zac yes Aug. 11, 1898,
Mr. Samuel Gompers, Y
423-425 G St. N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

M
¥

I have always felt a disposition _to ask any fa-
vors from the Americam Federation of Labor, yet the devé&opoments of
the Oshkosh strike make it imperative that I should ask from your
Executive Council two favors. First, that the per capita tax to the
Ae To of Ls from the Amalgamated Woodworkers! Union should be remitted.
Oour expenses in the Oshkosh strike have been something enormous. Ve
have squendered all cur fundse. The men have been out thirteen weeks
and are making one of the grandest fights that wes ever made in the
history of unionisne In the conspiracy cases and c¢ivil suits inctitut-
ed ageinst me by the manufacturers, itwo firms gonsisting of eight attor-
neys, have been engaged by the bosses to prosecute ne, My defénse will
use all the money thatwe are likely to receive from our unions for
sometime to come., We have engaged Gabe Bouck, one of the best known
attorneys in Wisconsin, Messrs. Weed and Finch of Oshkosh and Clerence
Se Darrow of Chicago. We deem it proper to run absolutely no risks
and acting upon the advice of attorneys in Chicego, as well as in Oshkosh
and the officers of our general organization, I am taking evaryqprccau—
tion possible to prevent imprisonment. If the Federation can help us

these two requests, fifst to remit the ver capite tax
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second to help in our defense, it will do us a favor that we will not
readily forget.
When can you go to Oshkoshg We need you badly. I leave to-night

for Oshkosh when I will have the gcecond batch of fourteen warrants

served upon me. '

0.1CAd

Fraternally your
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%M?@a Aug. 39,1898,
Mr. Prgnk lMorrison,
423-425 G. St. N. W., Rscd, AUG 81 1898
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir and Brother:-
Your letter of the 26th inst. is at hand., Many
thanks for the receipted bill for $1.00.

About a week ago we succeeded in getting one of the biggest mills
in Chicago to sign our nine hour agreement and I have no doubt that others
will follow, The Chicago strike was practically lost, but the Carpén-

gqpu«-u~¢~«.@4;ub ' ;
ters are boycotting tHe work and this will no doubt turn the defeat into
victory. It has in the cese of this particular mill at least.

What you read in the papers about me being arrested, getting bail,
being rearrestted and taken out of the city to prevent me attending the
meeting is practically true, althcugh the steiement is somewhat mislead-
10g. I was arrested Qn Saturdey Rugust 6th on a conspiracy charge and
promptly furnished bail. At night after the county judge ha‘left the
city of Oshkosh for the country, I was rearrestted. It was impossible
to furnish bail until the Monday morning. The sheriff was very nervous
in handling the papers and was evidently worried. He told me that he
had no desire to lock me behind the bars and suggested that I go to the
country in charge of one of the deputies. It was simply a case of
me staying in jail two nights and a day or going out of toan and enjoying
a certain_a I chose the latter. It was apparent that

4 JNIDhKﬁWE the manufacturers thdught that they would ;prevent
| IRTERNATIONAL * Noiet

me from attending & meeting on the Sunday. As a
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matter of fact no meeting was held that Sunday and the bosses and county
officials had their trouble for nothing. On Sunday thev ¢irculated

the story that I had skipped the town and thought by g doing to demor-
alize the ranks of the sirikefs, but the boys would not belisve the
story end later on on the Sunday heard that I was arrested and cs a
consequence were quite indignant,

Revlying to your query as to where I will be Labor Day, will say
that I speak in Terre llaute, Ind. -

I do not get the "Chio Valley Workman', bui would be pleased to re-
ceive a copy of it, containing the Egger roast. Fggers is a cheap
skate anyway and the paper loses considerable dignity in teking any
notice of him whatever.

I should 1like very much to comply with vour suggestion $o write
something for the Federaticnist, but I am away behind with my books. My
bonds have to be renewed by the 20th of this month and my accounts mast
be straightened up by that time and to add to my troubles, Hattie is
going away to—-night for a weeks vacation, heince you can see how impossi-
ble it is to spare even a l1little time to prepare & short article for
the Federa@ionist.

I am glad that you epvreciate the speeches I made in Oshkosh. /11
of them were extemporanious and made without any preparation whatever
and as a consequence are not what they might have been, bugzghcceeded
in raising hell anyway.

By the way, I called up the Wisconsin Central Railroad office by
Jphone to-day and find that the fare Tfrom Chicago to Winneveg is &25.70
each way. It will take two nights and a day to meke the journey. The
$lceper will be $5.00 each way, and then there are meals en route, hotel
bills, etc. If I have to pay my own hbtel bill and if the Convention

lasts for a week, it will cost pretty near $100.00, You can send me
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a Ehéﬁk for £90. or $100,00 and if I have too much will return differ-
ence. |

Hattie is tickled to death at vou sending her your regards and de-

aires that I should return the compliment in her behalf. With best
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- .C’lr . ’

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir and Brother:;-

The

ably, all associated press

+

v

One firm could no

Tor a conference in the afternoon.

It usually employs about

on top I presume that socome

resterday, although il it

was one thing that Foster

agrecerment it would not bhe
I have been arxfgied
other of & quasi criminal

additional

-

turn to Oshkosh

idea is to exhsust all possible

jail, We need vou very much

o«

itrike in O
reports

start up vest

Tour hundred, hence you see that 1

was it
vanted, e
advertised all over
on two warra
nature,
warrants are in the hands

Priday morning when they will be

and. would like if

-
o
Do

’ . -
Xogh is stily LYrogressing favor-

to the contrary notwithstanding.

-~
|

want of uen and asked
S

Morgan Co. had only

erday morning for

The i3 i

are still

ent was made with the Foster Co.

gre
&<

wlill not be made public, because 1t

-]

promise that in the event of an

the United States.
nts, one with conspiracy, the

and fourteen

sueing me for $15,000,

of the sherirff to serve me. I re-

ed upon me. The

ser

ball resources and thus throw me into

vou could come on as

soon as possible. As I wrote vou before, the imporiance of this

strike demands all help that can be given us by the Federation., Ifa

settlement hes been reached with the Foster Co. it will do much to en-
strike is now in its thirteenth week and the
seems as Tirm and  determined as evers,






As every one has the utmost confidence in vou, yvou can do rmucn to
help then on €4 victoryv. Kindly telegfraph the days you can be in ithe
city. We should like vou to address iwo meetings, a meeting of sirikers
and a public meeting, MepGuire writcs me that he thinks he will be
able to come on next week. If vou wire before Thursdey night send
the telegram to Chicazo. If after Thursday wire ne at Oshkosh,

With best of good wisles, I amn,

Fraternally ycurs,

. 7 il
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| %A@/&/g{, Jan, 19, 1899,
Mr, Sammuel Gompers, ?
423-425 G St. N. W.,
' Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir and Brother:-

Your telegram was received during the meeting
of musicians Monday afternoon. The meeting was successful and was ad-
dressed by Douglas Wilson, Owen Miller, John Tobin, P. J. Grimes and
myself. A committee of five was eppointed of which I am Chairman, the
other four representing the A, F. of M., the Musicians Union, the Mus—
ical Society and the unorgenized musicians, respectiively. The comnittee
met in my office yesterday alfternoon and there was perfect harmony.
The representative of the Knights of Labor being as anxious to amalgzamete
with thé others under the A, F. of M as the representative of the lafter
organization was himself,

The Chicago Tribune sent its musical ecritif to report the Monday
meetinge I inclose his write up. He got everything badly mixed. I
never used the word "hod-carrier®, Our friend Miller did, however, and
Miller's language and mine were ground together. Nor did Tobin use
the language credited to hin. Miller mede a very excellent talk.

We have an element to deal with in trying to bring the musicians to-
gether that will be a serious obstacle in the way of success, and that

is the "artists®. They showed their oprosition to the proposition look-

Under separate cover I mail you Darrowb Oshkosh

Jury speech at his request. He thinks it the speeéech
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of his life. JMany copies have been sold particulerly in Oshkosh and
Chicago. Darrow looks upon it as a valuable economic document, al-
though I have to differ with him in that_ respectx.

Saturday I leave for Oshkosh along with Mr. Darrow to make the
preliminery arrangements to sme the Paine Co. for mélicious persecution.
Darrow will have as co-Council the ex-attorney of the Paine people.

The contention of the lawyers is that as it is any strike leader cen be
arrested on a trumped up charge, so as to get him out of the way,but

if a precedent can be established whereby the wealthy employers will have
to pay dearly for their efforts to get rid of the active spirits dur-

ing a strike, then they will hesitate a long time before having one
arrested.

With best wishes, I am,

Fraternally yvours,

iy Skt
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4066?/(0 Nov. 30, 1898,

Mr, Frank Morrison,
peod. DEC - 2 1898
423-425 G St. W, W.,
Washington, D.6.
Dear Sir and Brother:- ]”WF
Your three favors dated respectively 21, 24,
and 28th inst. reached ne this morning.

I read the decision of the Supreme Court of Michigan sometime 220
and it is just as Mr. Darrow stated in his address to the Chicazo Fed-
eration of Labor. The courts make nine tenths of the law and while the
Judges may be honest and do what they think best, vet their environments
are such that they do not understend that they are encroaching upon the
rights of the masses, If, for instance, a judge is elected by the

aid of corvorations and by that class of people that associates with the

officials of corporations, his sympathies must ngturally be antagonistic

to the wage workers. Darrow would like to speak before the American
Federation of Labor on "The wage workers and the Couris'. I return

clippning herewith.

Our organization went somewhat below the six th 1)anu mark and as
we have got four more bilg firms in Chicago this last,and have succeeded
in bursting the bossess' associastion, we will soon get all the others,
and that will raise our membershin considerably. I expect next
Wednesday to organize—ca good union in Racine, Wis., and after the holidays

intend to stay on the road considerable, and I am

going'to vush our organization ahead and it

possible try and have our membership reach the





-
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%eﬁ:thoumand mark before the close of the coming vear, That is a big
‘fhiné to do, but I think we can do it. We succeéded in ﬁﬁnning a very
important strike last week in Minneavwolis. The men were out only iwo
or three days.

Relative to my criticism of vour letter regarding the decision of
the Executive Council will say that I am mich surprised at vour sur-
prise. This nationel charter that the hoxmakers' ask for is simnly
a subterfuge. The National Union of Boxmakers or Internation Union,

or whatever they call it, consists of a union in St.Louis that seceded

from our organization and the Chicago union. The Generel President,Payne,

v

nd the General Sécretary and General Treasurer are all members of ihe

o

o

nicag

C

local. I think that Braunschwelg and nyself will be perfecily
justified in making a motion that the whole matier be laid upon the
table., I cannot see why we should be bothered with Payvne at every

-

Convention of the A. F, of L. and we are not going to he hothered with
him either., If it was wrong fog the PFederation to zrant & charter to

a local union of boxmakers, it ;:; likewise wrong to grent it to the
National Union. I told the Federation at Cincinneti that all Payne
wanted was to be a national officer,now he is that national officer and
I'l]l promise you that if the matter is not laid upon the teble, that
Payne will get the damnedest roasting he ever got in his life at

Kansas City.

I am very glad that my article on "Jingoisn® pleased vou. The
whole Cubén matter was a holy farce and Uncle Sam is going to get in
his Imperialist policy a white elephant on his hands that will cause him
more trouble than he ever hed before, besides an expvense of millions of
dollars, which the independent (?) American citizen will have to »pav.

We have a number of orders Tor large ledgers Trom our bhig locel

unions and as soon.as I get the price from you for the thirty ledgers
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‘i shall tell you whether 1o order ihem or not. IT Ic ould get the

ledgers by the first of January at the latest, I would order them Trom
*
you right awayv.

Hoping to meet yvou in Chicago on vour way to Kansas City, I an,

Fraternally vours

Sy B

B v ol R R LR e . |

o R efier

N b amr
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