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U, S. WASTE IN
WISCONSIN ‘BIRD

with grain, is placed inside the shel-
ter. N . . ..
Thernatives say that prairie chick-
ens or grouse will not go, inside ‘such
a shelter for feed, although the crows
and bluejays will.  The *“birdmen”
insist, however, that the birds will
feed inside and say they saw some

DISSATISFIED WITH NEW DEAL

PARADISE’ TOLD

Native Farmers Chafe at
“Resettling” Delay.

BY WILLIAM BROMAGE.
[Chicago Tribune Press Serviee.1

Necadah, Wis.,, Oct. 10.—[Special.]—
Here in the center of Wisconsin an
expensive social experiment of the
New Deal under the direction of
Prof. Rexford Guy Tugwell’s resettle-
ment administration is unfolding be-
fore a disappointed and disillusioned
rural populace.

Avowedly for the purpose of mov-
ing 300 families from so-called sub-
marginal farm lands and creating a
modernistic game preserve, the ven-
ture, after two years of planning and
nine months .of costly development
work, has become the object of criti-
cism and ridicule throughout several
counties in this section. :

Meney Poured into Project.

Already the federal government has
poured $1,500,000 into the project and
vet most of the tarmers whose lands
have been purchased or are under
option are still on their farms.

Managers, . supervisors, inspectors,
and game experts drive over countrv
roads from one town to another in an
attempt to find some sort of work ftor
more than 1,000 -federal cmployeés
classified as relief ‘tabor. More peopie
received government money in 1936

in this section than in any of the
worst depression years.
This project is supposed to be a

perfect example of Prof. Tugwell’s
advanced methods of social planning.
Yet the prime  object of the whole
plan—that of resettling these farm-
ers—apparently has been forgotten
in a frenzied effort to get the great-
est possible number of workers on
the federal pay roll.

“The Conservationists’ Dream.”

The venture is known officially as
the Central Wisconsin Game Project.
According to the project manager,
Silas J. Knudsen of Wisconsin Dells,
the project has been *the dream of
Wi isconsin conservationists for years.”
Birds are being counted, food is being
raised in great ‘quantities for the
birds. shelters and feeders arc being
built for them, but there are few
birds in the area.

The “ birdmen,” as the officials and
supervisors of the project have been
dubbed by the farmers hereabout,
maintain that the birds will come
with the development of the project.
One farmer in the vicinity estimatos
that there are about 3,000 upland
birds [as distinguished from water
fowl] in the 160,000 acres included
in the project and computes the cost
of the project to date at about %300
per bird. s E

Land Cost Set at $750,000,

As originally ‘planned, the project
called for a game preserve of 250,000
acres, but it was later reduced to its
present size. This land has been
purchased by the government or s
now under option at a total cost of
between $750,000 and $800,000, accord-
ing to Knudsen. The cost of develop-
ment work, including the pay rolls
for from 1.000 fo 1,200 employés since
last January, totals about the same
amount, he said.

The project is located ahout fifty
miles northwest of Wisconsin Dells,
1t embraces land in three counties,
Juncau. Jackson, and Monroc. About
85,000 acres of the land was pur-
chased from thec thrce counties at a
cost of $1.75 an acre and the balance
from private owners, some of whom
were resident farmers, but many of
whom were land speculators, who
bought the land at tax sales to sell
to the federal government at big
profits. About 16,000 acres of the
area are under cultivation.

Work at Cross Purposes,

The prices for private lands ranged
from 3%4.75 an acre 1o $15 or more,
with the average cost hetween $6 and
F7 an acre. Some of these lands were
purchased at tax salcs for around $1
an acre.

To the visitor the whole project
appears Lo be a mass of contradic-
tions and blundering. Less than two
years ago one tederal agency, using
Works Progress administration labor,
constructed numerous small dams in
this area to hold bhacik the water in
the drainage ditches for the dry
weather. This was done in an cffort
to improve the land for the farmers.

At the same time that the land
was being improved by one federal
agency another was making its plans
to move the farmers out of the area
because the land was supposed to be
unprofitable.

Now comes the game project which
is spending vast sums to build big-
ger dams and dikes to kecep more
water back to flood large areas to
attract water fowl.

More Farmers to Move In.

-It is recalled also that several years
ago the University of Wisconsin con-
sidered using a part of this land for
a resettlement project. The. plan was
to move farmers into a part of this
section from unprofitable farms else-
where in the state.

Although the land is supposedly
submarginal and unfit to provide a
living for the farmer, yet it is the

‘have lived.

plan of the resettlement administra-

L.

sold their farms to the resettlement administration.

N. Cumming (left) and C. H. Carpenter, Wisconsin farmers who

Cumming complains

that he has been waiting more than a year to get the money for his farm.

Carpenter insists he did not receive a fair price for his land.
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tion to keep as much land under cul-
tivation as is now being used. After
all these farmers move out the ad-
ministration will move other farmers
in to grow crops for the birds. Ac-
cording to Knudsen., ahout thirty
farmers will be kept in the area.

They will he asked to raise crops.
probably on a share for sharve basis—
one share for the farmer and one
share for the birds. -

It is expected that the government
will have to grant the farmers some
compensation in addition to allowing
them to use the farms.

The project has proved a bitter dis-
appointment to many inhabitants.
Some complain of long delays in get-
ting their money. Others, now that
the project is definitly under way, re-
gret they will have to move away
from the couniry where they aiways
Many maintain that they
were not given fair prices for their
property.

Most ol them assert that the plans
of the zoverinment for moving them
to more fertile and modern farms
have come to naught. One of those
who expressed dissatisfaction is Gil-
bert Haight, a farmer at Mather,

What the Farmers Receive,

“1 optioned my land to the govern-
ment two yecars ago,” Haight said.
“ Last vear they bought my 180 acres

©§82.

and when thcy paid off the mort;za;:e‘

all 1 got for my place was $19.
L agreced to the deal 1 was told that
1 would be moved {o a bhetter placoe.
I have been allowed to live here ‘since
I got the $19. but I have heard noth-
ing in a year about being moved to
another farm.”

Henry Becker. a neighbor of Haight.
got net procecds of 11 cents after Lhe
deal for the sale of his farm was all
settied.

L. N. Cumming, a farmer at
Meadow Valley, compblained that he
has heen unable to get his money.

His Plans Are Upset.

When

*On the strength of their assur-
ances that I would get my moncy
quickly.” Cummings said, " [ arranged

'asl year 1o huy a place in California. !

We even went so far as to gsend some
of our furnishinzs 1o California. Mes.

Cummings was postmistress and re-
signed .1at joh. We sold our thirty-
three head of cattle. We have heen
kept sitting . here for more than a
year without any income.

“There has been one delay after
another. T'he reason they don't pay
off because Tugwell’'s department
wanl(s to kcep jobs open. The whole
thing just a tie-in between the
University of Wisconsin, the Progres-
sive party in the state, and the New
Decal. All the good jobs for local
people L0 to political office holders.
The chairmar of the township boards
have the good jobs.”
bt " eve. since he moved to that farm
he has been on relief.,”

is

is

Examples of Waste Told.
Many oexamples of waste of time
and moncy in the development of the

project are related by farmeors.
One farmer said a crew of twenty.

three men spent a whole day har-
vesting  fifteen acres of buckwheat.
“If you figurc up the wages for

twenty laborers at $3.20 a day, ane
timekeeper at $3.60, one foreman at
$4.40, and a truck and driver at $10,”
he said, “you will find that the cost
of harvesting this buckwheat was
Why, one man with a binder
could do it for less than $10.”

One of t jobs of the * birdmen”
and their crews was to take a bhird
census,  ‘T'he ofticials here refused to
civulge  what  the eeonsus  showaed.
However. it was loarned thal the
F -t estlmate that can be made is
about one upland bird to each lifty
or sixty acres. This would mean a
bird population of about 3,000.

Men Scare Each Other. |

The bird count was made by hav-:
ing a long line of men march through

the bhrush and woode counting the
birds they scared up., The farmers
sy that sometime the men got lost

and scared each other,
The bird and deer shelters are the

butt of jokirg and ridicule by the
natives,  "he shellees are bhuilt, by
wiring trees and hranches together.
A fecder, which is a hopper filled
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feeding there last winter.

‘natives. . . :

- Unfair Treatment Denied.

The resettlement officials deny that
they have treated the farmers unfair-
ly. They assert that their methods
are practical, although they admit
that they may appear strange to the

“When we started out to buy:this
land,” Knudsen sald, “a lot of peo-
ple here were just barely making a
living. We worked out a definite ap-
praisal system in purchasing the
land. 1 do not feel that the farmers
have any real complaint over the
prices paid for their farms. In all
cases we paid more than the prices
of better farms in other localities.

Faece Difficulties with Titles.

*“What delays Lherc have been in
paying off some farmers have been
due to difficuities in clearing up titles
on the properties. It is a hard job to
clear these titles in some cases. They
must be perfect, because they must be
finally approved by the department
of justice. We hope to have all the
farmers out of here by April 1. X

‘“ About 8 per cent of our develop-|
ment expenditures have been for ad-
ministration, 16 per cent for mate-
rials, and the balance for labor.

“The August pay 1roll numbered a
little over 1,100. Earlier in the ycar
we had 1,200 at work. These men
work the land, develop the game pre-
serve, do  rescttlement work and
some road building.

“The workers get from $40 a month
upward for a 12'% day month.
Our stenographers get around $60 a
month and our mechanics get from
$45 to $125 a month for full time. We
‘have technical men also, but I will
not disclose what salaries they get.”




