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Jerry Apps: Never Curse the Rain is produced as 
a partnership of the Wisconsin Historical  
Society and Wisconsin Public Television. 

Beloved Wisconsin author, historian and storyteller Jerry Apps shares his  
memories of water — from its life-giving power on his family farm during the 
Great Depression to its calming properties that can offer a respite from the  
commotion of modern life. Reflecting on water’s importance throughout his life, 
Apps shares why his father told him, “Jerry, never curse the rain,” and stresses the 
importance of this precious, finite resource.
A companion to Never Curse the Rain, Apps’  book from the Wisconsin  
Historical Society Press, Jerry Apps: Never Curse the Rain follows the popular 
Wisconsin Public Television films Jerry Apps: A Farm Story, A Farm Winter With 
Jerry Apps and The Land With Jerry Apps.

“I grew up seeing water not just as something that helped  
our crops grow – which it did, but something that is to be  
respected. Our very lives depend on water.” - Jerry Apps
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