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History

[01:00:22;00]

Jerry and the boys in the distance walking dressed in orange.

Jerry: When have you guys known it to be this quiet around here? There's usually the wind is blowing, and the birds are chirping, and something is happening. But today it's nothing it's just dead quiet. I don't know what that means, well I do know what that means, there's a big storm coming.

Ben: You think so.

Jerry: Yeah really. Yeah. Well the migrating birds. I kind of picked my way this is tough going.

(Josh asking questions)

Jerry: Well those are black locusts which is an invasive. Yeah in fact this entire field would be black locust if we didn't try to control them which is what we're trying to do. It's a, it's an interesting story because they originally planted black locust to stop soil erosion, and then it escaped of course and went everywhere. 

Josh: Does it grow really fast?

Jerry: Oh yeah this is one year's growth. Yeah really. It'll grow four foot in a year nothing to it. And it's well it's a troublesome pest. I prefer these oaks you see we have oaks growing around here, trying to encourage the oaks, and we're going we want to keep this field open too. It just.

Josh: Yeah I always remember it when we were little coming down here it's just like prairie when the pond was up to like there.

[01:02:04;02]

Jerry: Well that's right in fact you remember we used to have the canoe down here all the time.

Josh: Yeah.

Jerry: And this whole valley was water. And it was twenty feet deep, now it's three, four feet deep if its that. It's more marsh land than anything.

Ben: Yeah how high has the pond been looking recently? 

Jerry: Well you can see it's frozen. Well sure I'd say it was below zero on friday morning. So. If fact it's really kind of interesting right now because not only is it frozen but snow covered and all of the snow is pretty much melted but the ice is still there, so it's kind of different. Just look at the size of some of these big oaks. You can tell they like moisture too because the closer they are to the water the more moisture they get. But they don't want too much either.

Josh: The pond used to come up to about basically these right here.

Jerry: Almost yeah, it almost did you can see the line where it was. And that little where you see those pine trees across the way that at one time was an island you could canoe around the back of it. Really. And now it's sort of a shadow of what it once was. Geez that's a big tree look at that. Yeah really, yup. And of course that, that's the beginning of the new property right there that I bought a couple three years ago. But the see the pond went way over that way, way down that way, yeah. So why do you suppose that tree has such a bend in it? You should go down there Ben and look at that, tell me why that's got such a bend in it. I haven't noticed that before either.

[01:04:10;02]

Jerry: Yeah. Looks like something crashed into it, it bent over and then it started growing straight up again. 

Ben: It's like growing down too.

Jerry: Isn't that. Is that part of it?

Ben: Yeah.

Jerry: Well it looked like it was, it looked like it was bent over entirely now it's growing back straight again isn't that unusual? 

Ben: You ever seen something like that before?

Jerry: There's another big one out in the other woods, it's this big around which must of blown over twenty years ago and then it didn't die, and it shot up another new growth. Look how tall the new growth is, it's very strange. Now what do you think if that, when that new growth gets to be this big around, is it going to be so heavy that that is not going to be able to support it and the whole thing is going to go crashing down? Haha you guys should keep track of that. That exactly right that tree was hit by lightning. These trees around this pond are just really susceptible to lightning. 

Josh: Look at where it hit though.

Jerry: Well it probably hit way up on top and this part really as it came down it split this part open. Now that's....

[01:05:57;11]

Jerry: Back in.

Camera Man: Can we start again Jerry, sorry.

Jerry: Back in the summer of 1992, my dad was not feeling well, he had some heart problems. I had taken him fishing a couple of times and I noticed he had trouble catching his breathe. We didn't talk about it much. My mother at the time was in a nursing home in Wautoma. And I know that was troubling him, he was living alone in Wild Rose at the time. And one day in late summer I picked him up as I often did and we went to see my mother at the nursing home and then came out here to the farm, he always liked to come out here to the farm. And we drove my truck, ordinarily we would have walked but he said can we take the truck? So I drove my truck right where we are right now and he looked out the window and he didn't say anything for awhile and we looked at the pond. And he said, that pond brings back all kinds of memories. He said I remember when I was a kid and my brother, that'd be my uncle Fred, and I in October when the mallard ducks were migrating we went down to this little pond, not this one but one near where they lived at the time. And they, uncle fred had a ten gauge shotgun, I mean that's a cannon, double barrel ten gauge shotgun. And my dad and uncle Fred decided to go down to this little pond to see if any of the mallards had come in and they had. And they were sneaking through the brush and they saw mallard ducks everywhere. And ducks in the when they're migrating and when they're feeding on a pond sound like a flock of chickens, they're just clucking away my dad would say. And Uncle Fred has the, this big double barrel blunder bus of a shotgun and they sneak down to the pond.

[01:08:11;13]

Jerry: And just as they get to the pond all these ducks fly up and my dad says shoot, shoot. And Uncle Fred shoots both barrels of this ten gauge shotgun I mean a terrific explosion. It hits him in the shoulder, pushes him back he almost falls down the thing kicks like a horse. And my dad says, did you get any, did you get any ducks? Six ducks they shot with one shot, ducks were falling out of the sky. My dad was remembering this story, as we were sitting down here in my truck looking out over this pond. And then I said pa are you planning on going deer hunting this year? And he didn't say anything for a minute, he said yeah I got to go down to Wautoma and get my license I don't got my license yet. This was in October, deer season started in November. So back, now I know he's going to go deer hunting. I also at that time was doing his book work and I knew he wasn't feeling well when I asked him the Wisconsin Agricultural is up do you want two years or one year? He said you better make it one year. That was a clue and so on the day of deer season, the opening day of deer season I stopped by his house in Wild Rose to pick him up, 5:30 in the morning pitch dark. I come in the house and there he sits on the chair he has his, he has a 30-30 savage lever action deer rifle that he bought in the 40's. He's got it across his lap.

[01:09:59;19]

Jerry: He's got his orange coat ready to go. I mean he's ready to go deer hunting. And so we get in the truck and I say where do you want to stand, he says well I really don't want to stand I've got a chair here you got to bring this chair along. And he said I want to sit down by the pond. And so he sits down, I put him, drive him down to the pond set him in his chair. I go off to my stand, and it was a quiet day like it is today, just very quiet not much was going on. It was a lot colder it was probably in the twenties. And he said, he told me , well this is what happened. He got cold and so he started walking around a little bit. And he walked up on top of the hill and there he ran into Steve my son, his grandson. And Steve had with him his friend, his friend Rick was a deputy sheriff, he knew firearms. They both had I think at the time 30-30 Winchesters with scopes, the whole schmere. And they're up on the hill. And my dad comes up and stands with him and they talk a little bit and then they see three deer way off two hundred and some yards away we measured it later, and they're running, and one of them's a buck. And Rick and Steve they come in shooting at these deer, I mean each one of them shot three or four times and they never touched them. And my dad said which one is the buck, he had open sights no fancy anything just this open sight 30-30 lever action savage. And Steve says the second one, and my dad pulls up bang, lever action bang. The buck deer falls.

[01:11:53;12]

Jerry: We walk over to the deer. He shot it twice in the neck at two hundred plus yards. He's  ninety-two years old. We're all standing there like what is going on, he's got a big smirt on his face. He doesn't say anything. And this year at the beginning of deer season which was yesterday, I sat in a chair at the very spot where he sat on the opening day of deer season. But I was not fortunate to have a chance to shoot at a buck at 50 yards, 100 yards, 200 yards, at any yards I never saw one. But I could hear him, almost hear him in the wind. You could feel his presence because he knew how to hunt deer and he knew how to shoot and at age 92 his hand was as steady as my hand is now. And Rick and Steve couldn't believe it that he had shot a buck deer on a dead run at more than 200 yards with an open sight. Why'd you shoot him in the neck? Well I didn't want to waste any meat. The neck on a deer is only about that big around, it's just that. I don't know if he was just plain lucky, or if somebody, something knew that this was his last hunt and they would give him a chance. I don't know what was going on but it's a story that will remain in the family forever, it's a powerful story. The END. 

[01:13:41;24]

Camera Man: It was a great story.

Jerry: It is a good story.

Mik: Any questions?

Ben: How many times did you go hunting with him before that?

Jerry: I started hunting in 1946 at age 12. So how many years was it from 1946 to 1992.

Ben: Every single year?

Jerry: Yeah I have hunted now 69 consecutive years without missin a deer season, 69 consecutive years. And for the family for my dad deer hunting was much much more than shooting a deer. It was a chance for the family to get together and tell stories oh we had the stories to tell every deer season has a story to tell. This year Steve's big story is seeing a bear. I mean he's hunted for 40 years now. In 40 years of deer hunting this is the first time any of us had seen a bear for heavens sake. Well that's a story that's going to stay in the family. Ever year there's another story and when we gather together to eat, the night before the deer season we always have a chili supper at the St.Pauls Luthern Church in Wild Rose which has been going on now for 42 years and we have not missed one of those either. And that's where we all sit around, eat chili in the church basement and I was going to say lie to eachother, tell stories about deer hunting because it's just like fishing every year the story gets a little bit better. The distance gets a little further although in the story of my dad, we measured that happened to be actually the truth. But the truth sometimes flys on the wind when who knows what you saw out in the bushes when you're all by yourself. I mean who can verify it you don't have to have a footnote you just tell the story.

[01:15:47;02]

Mik: Keep rolling.

Josh: So how many deer have you shot with your dad before? 

Jerry: Ah, I used to.

Josh: Whats the biggest buck? 

Jerry: My biggest buck is probably a 8 point. People who don't know about deer hunting, you talk about deer in terms of how many points they have on their horns. When you say 8 point, 6 point, 10 point that means how many points on their horns. And that's generally a reflection of the size of the deer, not always but a 10 point buck is usually considerably larger than say a 4 point buck or 2 buck point 4 corn. So that's how we talk about the size of deer but I when I was in graduate school and we were hungry, I didn't have any income, and I shot a deer every year. We lived on venison. Your mother proabably doesn't know that but we had a lot of venison in those days and so I got at least one deer every year. And I could have, I could of gotten this year I had does, deer standing right in front of me but I'm not that interested in shooting a doe deer anymore I don't need the meat necessarily. But if a big buck had come by that would have been different. I didn't have that chance. 

Josh: How big was the buck that your dad shot?

Jerry: That must of been 8 points, something like that. It was a good sized deer. His eyesight had failed some, that's why he asked which one was the buck but he could see the deer. And well the fact that he had open sights on his deer rifle and Rick and Steve had these big, I have such a thing on my rifle now, a big scope you know you can see everything. And he never wanted that, he said that stuffs a bunch of foolishness, he was an open sight, open sight shooter.

[01:17:45;23]

Josh: It makes the story even better that it was a big 8 point buck. 

Jerry: It was what?

Josh: I said that makes the story even better that it was a big.

Jerry: Oh it was a good big buck it was and it's a story that's been in the family ever since that happened yeah. 

Mik: So do you guys feel like you missed anything by not being deer hunters? And how did it happen that you weren't part of that tradition? Tell him.

Josh: I guess since we've grown up in the city we've kind of missed the deer hunting traditions and stuff but I still feel like I've been able to get the stories and all of your traditions kind of from that, without deer hunting, although maybe I should come up here and start deer hunting.

Jerry: Well as I tried to say earlier there's a lot more to deer hunting that shooting at a deer. There's a just, it's a tradition, it's a family gathering, it's a storytelling event, it's something that's much much more than getting some meat for the table. Tha's fine, venison is just fine, I like it. Last year we had a deer, venison sausage, venison burger, all that stuff it's very good. But there's so much more to it than that. People don't understand that deer hunting is not just going out there and shooting a deer. For me at least, having done it all these 60 plus years, almost 70, it's much more than that so much more than that. I wouldn't, otherwise I wouldn't do it. Why wake up at 5:30 in the morning, it's 20 degrees, freeze your tail off, stumble through the dark to try and find where you're supposed to sit. I mean why in god's creation would anybody do that, stupid, not really.

[01:19:37;26]

Jerry: The benefit is the tradition, the expectation. My father's voice saying, hey I was 92 you're only 80 what's wrong with you get going, just a youngster.

Josh: How'd you Steve to come up deer hunting since he's from, he grew up in Madison.

Jerry: Yes he did and for whatever reason Steve took to hunting as I did. He started hunting when he was 12 and he's been here every year. I don't know why, you'll have to ask him why he keeps doing that. He has a cannon he has a 7 millimeter gun that takes two people to carry. But and Steve is, he's a good hunter, and I think all of us are. There's none of this flash shooting and there's a deer running through the bushes and your shoot unless you can make a clean kill, this is my dad talking too, unless you can make a clean kill you do not shoot. And wherever you point that weapon you better know what's behind what it is your pointing at or don't shoot. Some building, some distant hunter, thats my dad talking too. And knock on wood, all these years we've not had an accident nobody has come close to shooting somebody else, shooting a building, shooting oh a deer that you shouldn't shoot. Some people don't pay attention to that, we did, my dad was a stickler for that. 

Josh: So what's the best way to get the clean kill, where do you want to shoot the deer. 

Jerry: Well you can't be shooting it in the neck but you better know what you're doing, it takes a dead shot to shoot a deer in the neck. Just behind the front shoulder and a little bit down that's where the heart is located, that's usually a good clean kill. 

Ben: Did your father also go with his father deer hunting every year?

Jerry: Did he what?

Ben: Did your grandpa go with your father every year? 

Jerry: His dad you're talking about? 

Ben: So your grandpa.

Jerry: Yeah well see I didn't know my grandpa very well he died when I was 7 years old so I don't know that he was a deer hunter. He was a camp cook and a logging camp in the north. I wish I had been old enough to know that so that I could have interviewed him. And he was a terrible farmer oh my gosh, he tried to farm and they about starved to death. But I don't think he hunted.

[01:21:59;26]

Mik: Hey Jerry tell them, finish your thought but then tell them about hunting as a kid, going out in the winter with your 22.

Jerry: Yeah I was about to say I think where my grandfather would have hunted was of nececesity. Because just as when I was growing up we I started hunting with a 22 when I was 10 years old. Why? Because squirrels and rabbits were part of our diet. It was not the sport of it, it was the necessity of having some extra meat on the table. We fished the same way in the winter time. We fished because we needed the meat. So my dad taught me how to use a 22, that's how we I started with a air gun shooting the tail of the windmill which was kinda fun because it'd go bing. You knew when you hit it. But the when I was old enough at 10 to have a 22, then we hunted for squirrels and rabbits. Squirrels particular and we had a farm dog, Fanny, and we'd go out in the woods with Fanny who was a really good squirrel hunter. And we'd just sit down, be very quiet, part of hunting be quiet. Shut up my dad would say, shut up sit there. And after a half an hour or so of being quiet which is pretty hard to do these days, everyone wants to be connected. Half hour of sitting quietly you'll hear or see a squirrel going through the bushes. Fanny the dog sitting with us quiet sees a squirrel. Squirrels up in a tree, Fanny runs to the tree and she runs around the back of the tree. The squirrel runs around the other side to get away from the dog and of course it's facing us and we'd shoot it in the head. We did that many, many times. And without Fanny, and my dad said never shoot a squirrel unless you hit it in the head, want a clean kill same with a rabbit. Never shoot a rabbit on the run with a 22, it's got to be sitting shoot it in the head. So hunting, hunting was not, it was fun I suppose for a kid but it also was we needed to do it, it was a part of our diet.

[01:24:24;00]

Josh: Was there a certain season for deer hunting when you were a kid?

Jerry: Oh sure yeah. In fact when I was, when I was 12 years old there were essentially no deer here in this part of Waushara county in 1946, 45-46. So we went to Adams county which is a county to the west where my dad and Bill Miller the neighbor had hunted for many years prior. And Adams county was where my dad was born so he knew that country it was wild country in those days. A lot of the farms had been abandoned during the depression years, so there were, the 30's, and so there were just these vast acres of flat scrub oak and jack pine, and that's where we hunted deer and there were quite a few of them. And I remember my very first hunt was there and I had a double barrel 12 gauge, my dad's, it kicked like a horse, not as much as a 10 gauge 10 is a little bigger but it kicked like a horse. And so we are in Adams county and my dad says now, here's the Raushacree river it's a really pretty river, he said now you walk along this river. I'm worried sick I'm going to get lost, I'm 12 years old and this country has no, the roads are a couple miles apart, the haul is a big area. So I'm sitting, I'm dumps me by the river. And I'm walking along the river and all of a sudden I see something in the river. It's a day like this kind of cloudy and it's a beaver, I've never seen a beaver before. And I'm a poor I was a poor hunter in those days, a deer hunter I guess because I wanted to watch this beaver. I didn't tell my dad I was going to, I sat and watched this beaver. They were working on a dam and I mean I bet I watched them for a half an hour. It was really interesting. Then I walk a little further and wouldn't you believe it, I spot two deer lying down, a buck and a doe.

[01:26:21;07]

Jerry: I mean what, it, my dad had never said what you do when deer are lying down. What do you shoot at, do you shoot at the head or the neck or what do you do? I didn't know what to do. So I'm raising up this great big old, the thing was heavy I mean I'm just a little kid. I got this big old, ka-boom. The deers jumped up run away and that was the end of it. I, smartest thing I ever did I saw my dad a little while later he was waiting along side the river. He said what'd you see, pa I didn't see anything. Well who shot, oh I heard that shot too I don't know where that come from. That's one of the things you learn in deer hunting you've got to be careful how you answer questions to protect yourself because otherwise that would have been a story aho Jerry shot at a deer right in front of him resting and he missed him. I mean that's a terrible indictment you wouldn't want that to hang over your head.

Mik: Hey Jerry before we get rained out, we've been through 3 seasons. Tell them what you enjoy about winter.

Jerry: A lot of people absolutely dispise winter but for me winter was several things. Number one we could slow down. Summer, spring, and summer, and fall too were just frantic we were in a hurry to get the crops in, plant the crops take care of the crops get the crops in. Winter meant we could slow down a little bit, winter meant ice fishing, great fun a lot of storytelling. Winter meant Christmas program at the country schoo, I loved that stuff. Once I got over stage fright because I was kind of a frightened little kid for along time so I kind of I liked all of that. And then winter was a time for celebrations. We would get together and play cards, we would do at the neighbors, everybody walked everywhere because the cars didn't run very well in those days.

[01:28:31;10]

Jerry: So it was just a very different time as we, we did not I don't remember anybody, this sounds really strange of all these farm folks that I knew, anybody really complaining about winter. People, it seems to be the popular thing these days to complain about winter. I mean every, the weather forecasters do it, people do it all the time, and we didn't do that winter was a very special time and I still believe that because it's just a different time. And snow covered fields and woods add a dimension of beauty that is as spectacular as what one see's in the spring and summer. So there's this esthetic quality that's connected to winter as well and winter often is a time just like today of great silence. It's a quiet season, title of one of my books. It's a time when maybe on a cold morning the only sound you hear is a lone crow because crows are tough and they don't migrate, and they're here. Winter is a special time and I still look forward to it eventhough I don't much care about shoveling. I get other people to do that now. 

Mik: Okay.

Jerry: So what do you guys think about winter? Ben what?

Mik: Not you Jerry you talk normal. I'm talking like I usually do, three words to describe winter for you.

Ben: Three words, it's very cold.

[01:30:17;21]

Jerry: That's only two. Very cold.

Ben: What you said about people complaining about winter, it's incredibly true. Especially like around campus because everybody has to walk everywhere. So all people do is complain about the cold.

Jerry: But not the snow, they don't complain about the snow.

Ben: Well we haven't really had much snow yet.

Jerry: Well I'm talking about last winter.

Ben: I'm sure people will start complaining about more things once that comes around but I don't know it's kind of nice, the cold because you get to bundle up and you just get to.

Jerry: Okay Josh four words. Winter.

Josh: Well I think winter offers different activity. I mean I always remember.

Jerry: You're taking after your grandfather you lost the four words already. Keep going.

Josh: When I was a kid and you saw the first snowfall it was always really exciting as a kid because you knew you got to go out and your snowpants on, your boots on and you can go play in the snow. And I think now that people are older and stuff they don't go out and use the snow or for I like to go play pond hockey. And I don't think people go out enough and do all the activities that winter has to offer anymore so then they start complaining about it.

Jerry: What I didn't mention before is. 


