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[02:00:00;24]

(Blank screen and beep sound)

[02:00:21;22]

Jerry: We started planting trees on this property way back, the first year that we got it 1966. And you can see the first trees we planted, 4 rows of red pine all around the, all around the property. We did that in 66,67,68,69 we planted 1,000 trees a year. Four rows all the way around. And we planted some side hill so you can see that side hill of trees that we planted at that time as well. And they have done remarkably well, there 40 feet tall and taller. So that was the first thing we did and they we planted little patches.There'd be 100 trees here and 100 tree's there. I'd scatter them around the edge of the woods, we did all kinds of things. 

Josh: How come you put them in patches?

Jerry: Well the patch over here, it's such a steep side hill. I talked earlier about wind erosion and how it was during the great depression and the wind raised havoc with it. Well heavy rains raise havoc with it as well. It's very subject to water erosion, meaning gullies form when it rains hard. And so the steep side hills I planted the trees to stop water erosion that was the main reason.

Josh : So how come you left all of this open then?

Jerry: Well this whole area, I left open because my idea is and well it's just my idea I suppose others would agree with me some not. That if you solid plant, and that's was the advice I early got. I should plant this whole farm to trees,and when you do that, what you have is a desert a tree desert. Because underneath red pine that are planted like this thick, once they get to be 15, 20 feet tall and they spread out there's absolutely nothing, almost nothing that grows underneath them. And literally you do have a desert, you have a monoculture, all you have is trees. And to balance that off I suggested that we're going to keep some areas open so here's a open area, over that way is another open area, back over here is another open area, I've got little open areas all over the place. And besides that I get a big kick out of prairie restoration. This land was first plowed can you believe this now, it was plowed in 1867 with oxen. 

[02:02:58;11]

Jerry: And it was all big tall grass at the time. And from 1867 to 1966, it had been farmed. Plowed, planted with corn, planted oats, planted the hay, it is a poor farm it's sandy and subject to wind erosion, water erosion. And so one of the reasons I've done this is that I wanted to see what would happen if you just left it alone, just left it be. And I tell you it's a marvelous thing when you do that. I agreed to do a couple things to keep the trees out because grasses and wild flowers need lots of sunlight so we cut the trees out, and there's some now that need to be cut out and then I allowed the wild grasses and the wild flowers to emerge by themselves. And people said to me after it had been a corn field, well we bought it what are you going to do about all the weeds. This is interesting, you don't have to worry about the weeds in 2 or 3 years the weeds will disappear and the native grasses and wild flowers will start coming all by themselves the seeds are in the ground.

Josh: How does that happen without?

Jerry: I don't know how it happens that the mystery of it. And that's the fun of it because almost every year I discover a wild flower I have not known. A wild grass, I've not seen before. All of that is here.

Josh: So you made the right decision.

Jerry: I don't know if I made the right decision, one of the you can be very proactive in prairie restoration.  And the way you do that is you just plow this whole thing up or you spray it with round up and kill everything and plow it up. And then you buy some native wild seeds and you plant them and probably I'm not too critical of that and you'll have something fairly soon.What i have done takes time, takes a lot of time. I started doing this in 1967, 40 sum plus years later this is what you see.You need to be very patient and you need to allow it to happen, and then be amazed when you see it. 

[02:05:08;28]

Ben: How long does it take to see any natural prairie?

Jerry:Well I would say that it's pretty much a natural prairie now although, Ben it would have, it would have more big blue stem than it has now because I think originally much of this was big blue stem. Big blue stem is a grass that grows 6,7 feet tall. It's a prairie grass, we're right on the edge of where it would grow, which reminds me to tell you guys about how this area is in the midst of what is called the biological tension zone. Which means as a strip of land 20-25 miles wide that stretches from LaCrosse, somewhere south of Green Bay, it varies a little bit. And within that biological tension zone, is where there is a overlap of the southern Wisconsin plant species, and animals, and birds, and northern Wisconsin plant species, and birds. We here in the biological tension zone have native white pine, that's to the north. We in the biological tension zone have native burr oak, that's southern Wisconsin. So I think it's just great fun, we have bear, bear here more than we need here. And they tended to be more north so there going south. So to me that also makes this area special. Add to that, that we are on the terminal morrain, which goes this way and that's where the glacier stopped.

Josh: And we're right on the edge?

Jerry: Yeah this is it, we're right on the terminal morraine. A mile and a half from here is no more glacier. It's glacieral lake Wisconsin, so you put together the idea of a biological tension zone and the terminal morraine and imagine what amazing things might occur with.

Josh: Is that part of the reason why you left it all prairie though.

Jerry: Really there's no other place in Wisconsin like this, this is absolutely special, because it's the intersection of the biological tension zone and the terminal morraine. 

[02:07:26;18]

Jerry: Who knows we might find diamonds and gold and I've found a lot of stones.

Josh: Good luck getting rich off it.

Jerry: Yeah really. But it's possible because the glacier brought all kinds of things and here's where it stopped and where the glacier melted. That's why we have these steep hills, that's why we have the ponds they're there because big chunks of ice were burried and then they melt in the bottom so this is a very special place. And I'm trying to emphasize this specialness, by allowing mother nature to do with this prairie whatever it would like. And every year it's different, every year it's different.

Mik: Okay. (Cuts to different scene). So tell them you have something else to show them and take them down to the jack pond. 

Jerry: Okay well just down the trail a little bit is the most unattractive tree you ever could imagine. That's true and if your interested in aesthetics and beauty, and a wonderful symmetrical tree that is appealing to all this ain't it, so here we go.

Josh: This is all the red pine?

Jerry: Yeah.

[02:09:23;00]
(Camera pointed at ground entire time)(B-Roll)
Jerry: I mean its just, just come and look now. See here's, your asking about the pine cones before see there's the last few pine cones. See here's a cluster.

Josh: So this is the start of the pine cones right here right. 

Jerry: You know I don't know what.

(Chatter)

Jerry: Anyways that tree, that tree is just. It must have a terrific root system. 

Josh: There's a branch that's not attached.

Jerry: Isn't that the homliest tree in the world.

Mik: I think it's beautiful.

Jerry: I do too, because it's tough. It's a symbol of this area, history of this area.

(Chatting)(B-Roll continues plains then follows a bird in the sky)

[02:11:18;14]

(B-Roll)
(Various nature scenes)
(Some background chatter)

[02:13:23;21]

Jerry: Well we are looking at a native jack pine tree, I have no idea how old it is.

Mik: Okay let's.... You've just gotten out of the gator and your introducing them to jack pine. 

Jerry: Okay, well this scragely looking specimen is a jack pine. And I don't know, I have no idea how old it is. It could be 75 years old, it grows in every direction it is certainly nothing to look at.

Josh: How'd it get it's name?

Jerry: I have no idea.

Josh: Who's Jack.

Jerry: I have no idea who Jack was in relation to this pine tree, but it was tough as nails. It withstands dry weather, a branch may break off in the wind but it doesn't seem to mind and it just keeps on growing and I have several of them here on the farm.

Mik: Okay. Why's it called Jack?

Jerry: I wish I knew why that tree was called Jack that's a very good question. I suppose it'd be in the same category as why's a norway pine called a red pine and where did those names come from. And why is a white pine a white pine, maybe it's because the bark is more white but jack pine I don't know why it's a jack pine it could be scragely old pine. It in many ways, I make fun of it but in it's own way it's an absolutely beautifyl specimen of what it's like to live on poor droughty soil and survive. It's a symbol of survival in the sand country and I think that's very special. And in my estimation it can grow any which way it wants and it hasn't asked me so it's going to do that anyway. So that's a little bit of the jack pine story.

[02:15:32;01]

Jerry: And you might ask why don't I plant them? I could I suppose but they really have little if any commercial value. For me they have historic value and in aesthetic kind of way it has it's own beauty, it really does. We tend to think about pine trees as being very nicely shaped and all of that, and there not, especially jack pine it's not.

Josh: So it's like a big bush almost.

Jerry: Well it is like a big bush, and if you look at it carefully my guess is the root system as expansive as the branches. It has to go deep to gather moisture during dry time so it's got to have a very extensive root system. And I tell you the truth and I'm sure it's happened, well I've never seen one blown over either there just tough as nails.

Ben: Are there  many others like it on the farm?

Jerry: There are I suspect 2 or 3 dozen scattered around the farm.They are something like the old crimudgens that lived on this land. They don't want a lot of company. you notice it really stands alone it doesn't want to be with other trees. It doesn't care that there's not another jack pine nearby it's just happy standing there all by itself. And there's some folks I knew as a kid who lived out here in this country that's what they were like they didn't want to be bothered they wanted to be alone. This old jack pines like that.

[02:17:11;21]

Jerry: That old jack pine wants to be respected too. It really does it wants you to know that look I'm still here, people come and go but I'm going to be here awhile. I don't know how long they live 150 probably, a long time.

Mik: (Talking in background) (Scene changes)

Jerry: Okay black cherry, we're going to start with this little one. And right here so I don't fall down in the process is a it looks like a little bush but it's a black cherry tree. And black cherry are also native to this area and they grow all over the place. Now we're going to go from this black cherry which is a could feet tall to that one right there which is probably 30 feet tall. And they are just a very interesting tree as well and we'll see if we can get over there. And along the way I want to point out a black eye'd susan in full bloom. See that right there isn't that a beautiful little flower, black-eye'd susan. 

Josh: So is this a loner flower like the tree?

Jerry: No, well here and there will be one but they do not grow in clumps you see them separate. And Josh, Ben's mother's name is Susan and my daughter and she always called these black-eye'd susies which is kind of a cute flower. Alright on to the black cherry. And there's another little one right there that's growing . And this is kind of a scragely looking thing as well it has bark that kind of flakes off.

Ben: It looked kind of battered too with the branches gone.

Jerry: Yeah well it's caught the wind but you see how. But this black cherry commercially is a very important kind of wood. Because fancy furniture is made out of black cherry. So here it grows all over the place, it's native, it's wild, I've never planted one. 

Josh: Do they have fruit on them at some point?

Jerry: Yeah it has a little cherry.

[02:19:44;28]

Jerry: If you look up in there you can see where there forming. 

Ben: There's some little seeds right there.

 Jerry: Yeah there just forming now, and by this fall there'll be little berries about that big around, little cherries, there sour than anything. Pucker you up like you can't imagine.

Josh: There edible though?

Jerry: Sure, oh yeah birds like them, love them. So that's another one of our trees that I sort of like.

Josh: Is this a loner tree too?

Jerry: Ahh mostly although I've got some very nice specimens deep in the woods. So here's a tree that will grow in the open without much competition. It will also grow with a lot of competetion the oaks and the maples all around it and still you'll see a black cherry growing. 

Mik: Is that a maple or an oak?

Jerry: Ah that's an oak, there's a box elder that's kind of a weed tree we've got those all over the place.
