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[01:00:03;02]

Blank, then Jerry and boys come riding in on tractor.

[01:00:54;01]

Josh: How long has that brush been there for, did you guys cut that down recently?

Jerry: How long has ?

Josh: It's been there for awhile?

Jerry: Yeah. See here's this hump of dirt isn't that something?

Josh: There used to be a path through didn'tyou?

Jerry: Yeah right there, there;s only so much trail I can.

Mik: He'll tell you when he's ready. Okay.

[01:02:03;20]

Jerry: Now as we look off to the west, at one time in the 1930's this entire area was plowed and planted to crops mostly corn and oats. And in the 1930's during the midst of the depression and during the time of the dust bowl in states like Oklahoma and Kansas, people don't realize that we also had a very sever dust bowl here in central Wisconsin. And just to the west of here is a whole vast flat area of very sandy soil it'sold glacial lake Wisconsin. And all of that had been planted to crops as well, and I remember as a kid the clouds of dust just boiling up out of the west, and our home farm was only a couple miles from here. And the dust was so thick that when the sun went down in the afternoon the whole sky was a purple, purple reddish color. And my mother couldn't hang clothes out on the line. We didn't have a dryer or anything like that, because of the dust. And the dust was so fine it was like talcom powder. It would sift under the windows and it would cover everything, there was a fine coat of dust on everything in the house. Well this particular farm, the dust roared out of the west and it accumlated right where we're standing.

[01:03:53;13]

On this big hump, and why did it stop here. Because at the very beginning of that dry period, John Combs who owned this land at the time planted this row of big white pine, you can see them right there now, those big white pine trees. He planted a whole row of these and that stopped the wind, and thus the blowing dirt all accumulated in this big hump. Well there was several interesting things happening not only did it stop the wind and the blowing and this hump that accumulated. But of course, this field then was spared from alot of the blowing and it when we bought this plave in 19 66, that was a corn field just to my left. And those trees that we see now those are all self seeded white pine from these big 85 year old whites that are here. Self seeded white pine, an interesting story I had this, I did some thinning of my pines a few years ago I had a logger come in here a few years ago I had a logger come in here a young guy, one of these big machines that cut trees and he said to me he took one look and he said I don't see any rows. I said there aren't any rows, he says I can't cut trees that aren't in rows. I tell you, trees don't grow in rows. What we had to do is to clear cut, we should walk in here a ways we have a 12 foot swath that was clear cut so he could run his machine in there and cut the trees then on either side. So this is a very interesting piece of history for this farm, this hump of dirt and it fits in with this whole idea of every piece of land has a story to tell you'vejust got to figure out, you've got to be able to listen to it.

[01:05:48;03]

And by listening to to it, people say why's that hump, well if you ask a couple of questions somebody usually knows and so that's the story of the dust bowl in central Wisconsin.

Mik: Do you guys have any questions.

Jerry: There overwhelmed.

Josh: I was overwhelmed.

Ben: Kind of already answered all of them that we asked earlier.

Josh: So when there's a big dust storm,when your out in the field, would it just accumlate all over you.

Jerry: You can't breathe, I mean Iwas just a little shaver I was probably 3 years old, 4, but the people would come in from working and really it would be all covered, you don't, it was dust you don't want to be out in it you can't hardly breathe it was terrible. Even a few years ago when they first began puttin irrigation into this area to the west of us, they cut down all of the wind breaks because the big irrigation sweeps could not move around with the wind breaks and they had some dust storms again until they came upon some shorter growing wind breaks so that the irrigation winds could cross over the top.

[01:06:59;11]

Josh: So how does that effect the plants then? Do you have a bunch of sandy fields?

Jerry: Well lets say you had corn planted in that field right over there. And the dust storm came up, it literally tore the plants right up out of the ground, tore them right out of the ground and burried them. And so your land not only did you lose the crop but you lost as much as 3,4,5 inches of top soil. And of course it's the top soil in which you want that to be rich so that you can grow crops.  So it literally transformed this whole area and it moved it from west to east, the farms all moved from west to east, on the wind.

Josh: So far did you have to dig to get out of the sand or is this.

Jerry: Well it's naturally sandy if you dig far enough down you'll run into gravel subsoil bump this hump is probably 4 feet. It's amazing to think that there would be that much sand accumulated from a dust storm.

Ben: How do the trees over there actually develop then if all of that used to be.

Jerry: See all of those trees came after, came after the dust storm.There all, that big row that you see there we planted those in 66,67 your mother helped plant those as a matter of fact. And then that side hill that we will probably see a little bit later, that side hill right straight ahead was never plowed so that was spared. And there we find some plants that have been here for very long time because they were never plowed it is very native.

[01:08:39;17]

Josh: Were you ever trapped inside because of all the dust.

Jerry: What?

Josh: Were you ever trapped inside because of all the dust.

Jerry: Not really it was more, it was more of an inconvience than it was just totally dangerous.Although and I suspect there was some people that suffered from if they had asthma or some kind of breathing problem they would have suffered because you are breathing a mouthful of dust all the time and it's dangerous. But I don't remember anyone around here being sick from it I suppose somebody probably was.

Mik:Talking..............

Josh: So how do those trees over there develop then?

Jerry: Well that big, those big pine trees that you see over there that are probably 40 feet tall, those we planted when we first came here. 66 and 67 each of those  years we planted 1,000 trees and that's one of the plantation in fact your mother helped plant those. And now what are they 40 feet tall, there doing really well. But they don't compare to that white pine that we see right there for example it's 85 years old. Look how big it is, I mean it's a huge tree geez. Beautiful tree, whole row of those that stopped the soil erosion.

Mik: What are these?

Jerry: Those are red pine that I planted.

[01:10:07;11]

Jerry: So that the white pine right behind you that was planted earlier.

Mik: Oh right down there.

Jerry: Yup, yup.

Ben: Would they only plant one row of trees or would they thicken them with a couple rows.

Jerry: Well I, they planted one row. And I suspect they, I don't know this for a fact but I don't believe that there were any tree nursuries operated by the government at that time as there were later. And my guess is that they found these white pine seedlings probably east of wild rose. See this is a natural area for white pine and I'm sure they, he found little seedlings they were probably like this tall and just set them out. It was a desperate time, people didn't know what to do. How do  you stop the wind from blowing, how do you do that it's not an easy  question to answer. 

[01:11:07;06]

(New Scene) (B Roll of trees)

[01:13:25;22]

(B Roll of still camera nature shots)

(Random chatter in background)

[01:17:14;01]

(Jerry and boys on 6wheeler.)

[01:18:27;00]

Josh: What's the red flower?

Jerry: Ahh there we are, there we are. Butterfly weed. Got to have my walking stick. 

Josh: Butterfly weed where are the butterflies?

Jerry: I don't see any today usually there are several. This is a type of milk weed as a matter of fact, and milk weeds of course are very butterflies are attracted to common milkweed.

Josh: Will other butterflies then.

Jerry Yeah all kinds of different kinds of butterflies will visit this thing. It's really, one of the things about it that attracts the butterflies is the color. It's a really bright color you can spot it without any difficulty at all. And one of the characteristics of a milkweed and I'll see if I can do that. Is that there's a juice in the and I guess it's not in this leaf, that comes out and that attracts butterflies as well.

Josh: Is this one whole plant or?

Jerry: Yeah you can see it's sticky, you can see that yeah this is one plant. It's a little sticky and they like that for some reason.

Josh: Why aren't there more plants like it around?

Jerry: I have several more, I wish I had more. There are 2,3 over in that area. Let's walk down and look at this plant too, this is kind of an interesting one.

[01:20:07;01]

Jerry: Which is a native to this area, as the butterfly,This has several names, it's called a lead plant, sometimes some people call it a iron, it has several names. But it's really pretty attractive and it's, just take a look at it it's just different. It looks like a cross between a wild flower and a shrub and a fern. Now this is a veche that's climbing around in here that's not a part of it, that grows by south. But isn't that kind of interesting?

Josh : Yeah

Jerry: And it has it's flowers just beginning to open. It looks almost like a pine doesn't it.
 
Josh: I was going to say it looks like a little tree.

Jerry: But so it's really interesting and here's some wild grass growing right through the middle of it. So that's what that is. I have several patches of that around.

Josh: I think I like the butterfly weed better i like the colors.

Jerry: This isn't open yet it's nice and blue when it opens.

Josh: Really.

Jerry: Yeah. That's what that is. No idea, well really I shouldn't say that it has kind of a metallic look to it doesn't it. Yeah.

Josh: Well it sticks out compared 

Jerry: Well yeah there's really nothing like it.

Mik: Can you talk about the iron weed, we'll get a shot of it on the way back.  I saw it as I walked up here.

Jerry: All of this stuff by the end of summer though this whole field is just spectac.....( Voice clipping and out)

[01:22:00;28]

(Jerry and boys riding down path on 6 wheeler)

Josh: There's a monarch.

Jerry: Yeah. It's a kind of a nice day day it's cool. 

Josh: Yeah it's great temperature, I was worried it was going to be like 90 degrees out here.

Jerry: Yeah.

(Mik talking to Jerry)

Jerry: Well here you guys are all kinds of stories to tell, the trees that we see looking straight ahead, those smaller ones we planted about 4 years ago. And one of the ways to tell the age.

(Mik talking, scene cuts out)

Jerry: On the edge of our red pine tree plantation which we, the smaller trees we planted about 4 years ago. And one of the ways to tell the age of a tree is that each year they send out a new growth and they create a whirl so you just count the whirls and that tells you how old the tree is. So that one right there you go 1,2,3,4,5 and it's been a year or two since we've got them so that's how you tell the age. And then right here where you see the plowing, the year that we planted the trees was a drought year we didn't have enough rain in the spring and so a lot of the trees died especially on the hillside. 

[01:24:13;14]

Jerry: And that furrow is, I plowed that this spring and we planted, replanted so you can see the little trees growing in there. Which reminds me of when I was 11 years old I belonged to a 4H club, and one of my projects was of all things forestry. And the forestry project required that we create a nursery of little trees. And I received from the County agent's office 100 trees I tell you they weren't even taller than that.

Josh: What kind of trees?

Jerry: They were white pine and red pine. Just a little bitty buggers and they looked so fragile. The idea was we got them free of course and the idea was, we got them free of course and the idea was that I should plant them in a little nursury. And there were instructions on how to plant them. And you made a planting board, which was 6 inches wide, about I don't know 3 feet long. And then you cut notches in it a inch apart so you had little grooves like that. And you put a tree in each one of those things. So that they were an inch apart and then the board was 6 inches wide so the little rows were 6 inches apart. And I planted these. I talked to my guy where should I plant these trees, he says why don't you put them back in the hen house, chicken house. Because its,there's always a little moisture there. I don't know why but there was, so I planted this, I planted my 100 little trees and it was a good place. He was right, however one day I came out to look at my little nursury and the chickens had scratched out half of my trees. There they were roots pointed up I said, oh my gosh I want to kill those chickens. I said to my dad those chickens have scratched out my trees what do we do now. And he doesn't get too excited about things especially not trees being scratched out by the chickens. He said why don't you go put a little fence around and we did. We built a little fence, put a little fence around. I replanted them all, most of them grew. Those trees today I can show you them on the home farm, there 40 feet tall and more.

[01:26:22;15]

Josh: How did you, did they spread out or where they, did you grow them?

Jerry: Oh we yeah we left them in the nursury I think 2 years. So by the time I transplanted them they were about this tall.

Ben: Where'd you replant them?

Jerry: On the home farm on the edge of the woods. And we can drive by there and you'll see there really 40, 50  feet tall. You know there like about that big around. So it's pretty amazing you start a little tree, just a tiny little thing looked like the thing couldn't make it ever and I was so willing to do the chickens in because they messed up my nursury. So the trees were about the size that you see in that furrow, that's how large they were when we, when I took them out of the nusury and planted them. And you might ask why did you plow a furrow before you planted the trees. Do you know why. 

Josh: I don't know why

Jerry: Do you know Ben?

Ben: I have no clue.

Jerry: Oh come on now, look at all the grass around here. It's all competition for a tree and for a tree to grow, for any plant to grow it needs light. And by plowing a furrow I have given the tree a chance because I have taken away the competition that's right around it and lights the biggest problem. The second thing the furrow does it allows moisture to accumulate. 

Josh: Yeah I was going to say you've dug it deeper.

Jerry: Yeah so whenever it rains it will gather in there. Once that little tree thats now about this big, once they get past the first year that's the critical year, then they'll do well. And just look at those now, those are 4 years old and look how big they get. So that first year is the critical one. Second year less so and after that they go like game busters.

[01:28:11;05]

Ben: Did you make a furrow for each line.

Jerry: For each what?

Ben: For each row of trees did you make a furrow? 

Jerry: Yeah, so there's a row there and there's a row there. Originally when we planted this I hired a commercial guy with a fancy diesel powered catepillar pulling the thing. I, we did this by hand in fact your mother helped plant these.

Josh: Is there a certain time of the year that your supposed to plant these trees? 

Jerry: That is such a good question if you don't get the trees planted by the end of April forget it. Your coming into dry weather and they're not going to make it. We have planted, we start planting usually by the middle of April and I don't think we've missed a year that I didn't plant some trees here. Sometimes only 100, sometimes 4 years ago we planted 7,000. So and in the early days we planted 1,000 every year so we've planted a lot of trees over the years. But if you don't get them planted in April it's not going to work. And we have planted I'll bet you a fourth of the time we planted in a snow storm and you say isn't that a miserable time, isn't it going to kill the trees. The trees love it. As long as, really as long as you can keep the roots moist the mistake that people make planting trees is they allow the roots to dry. You know they carry them around, you've got to have them in a pail.

Josh: So where'd you plant all those trees?

Jerry: There all over, they're everywhere. See, they've got acres of tree but you guys. I also wanted to keep some of it open.

Josh: Yeah why did you leave this area open to prairie and not all forest.

Jerry: And see I had, in the early days.................

