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[01:54:06;24]
I'm Ben Horman, I go to James Madison Memorial High School in Madison. I'm currently a senior and I'm going to attend the University of Madison Wisconsin next year. 
Mik: And who's Jerry Apps
Ben: Jerry Apps is my grandfather
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mik: What’s your earliest memory of walking around with him
Ben: My earliest memories up here are actually playing in the garden, and taking gator rides, and walking around up here, learning about stuff that I didn't really notice before back at my own house. About different trees, about the way nature works outside of all human interaction.
Mik: What do you find interesting about that.
Ben: Basically it's just my curiosity about how nature works in general without like any human connection basically. Just the fact that all this exists outside our, outside anybody’s contact with it I guess.  

[01:55:56;08]
Mik: Think about the fact that when your dad was a little kid, half the people in this country lived on farms, in direct contact with nature. Now it's what, 2 percent or something, 5 percent, 2 percent yeah
Ben: Mmhmm, it's a total flip. So it's just the idea that how far we've come from back when my grandfather was young everybody was on farms and now essentially like less than 5 percent, 2 percent are now living on farms. It's kind of disappointing honestly that not as many people are intertwined with nature as were, as they were back then.

Mik: And do you find when you talk to people, you know your classmates, and neighborhood kids, and so on. How many of them have any contact with nature in that sense. 
Ben: Honestly probably not many at all. Whenever they think about going out to nature, they think about going to a resort or something honestly. Something just like a vacation, because when I say I'm going up to a farm they don't really know what that means in generally. So like I say I'm going up north, I'm going to like outdoors, they just think I'm going to go camping at some like camp site that's still regulated and everything but no I'm just walking around out here just learning about the outdoors and it's really nice. 

[01:57:39;07]
Mik: You think that you find yourself just walking around by yourself and looking at stuff and trying to figure things out.
Ben: Yeah just even walking around the cabin in general, just seeing a frog or seeing a caterpillar, wondering what it's doing wondering where it's going, how it is related to everything else around it. 
Mik: You think he's always telling you the truth or he's making it up. 
Ben: Oh he always has stories to tell, he always talks about how different animals are communicating in different ways, how they have their own little conversations going on. How their always thinking about what they’re going to do and how they home life is, between like geese and such. 
Mik: Have you noticed that the ??? Have you noticed that?
Ben: Yeah that always seems to be a common theme throughout all the stories. Similar names but different species.
Mik: So did I hear your going into engineering
Ben: Yeah I'm thinking about either specifically biomedical engineering, so I'm just really curious about biology in general and about how the biology of life works so. And that even corresponds to everything that's going on around us right now, how the trees are growing, how they're blooming right now since it's spring. Down to like how the tops of the trees bloom first before the bottoms, it's all very interesting to me, it goes back to the curiosity of how when my grandfather was talking about with his dad. About how like learning about how nature works. I'm also really curious about how biology works and solving unknown mysteries and the mysteries that that nature has into itself. 

[01:59:32;06]
Mik: There are lessons everywhere
Ben: Exactly, there's it’s almost an infinite amount of knowledge that you can actually get from nature just by walking around out here. More than you can learn in a classroom by far. 
Mik: More than you can learn by walking around down here its , it just keeps going, learning more and more and seeing more. So you think you'll be doing more walks with him. 
Ben: Oh definitely as long as I'm try to get out here probably 2 or 3 times a year throughout all the seasons. Seeing how things change in the winter you can walk out on the ponds, walk out on the ice. Try to see where beavers have their damn and there's a little wood sticking out of the ice. Down to the thaw when you can see the remnants of that. You can see life sprout, and then you have leaves on the ground in autumn. 
Mik: What’s your favorite season?
Ben: Probably spring but not exactly right now because it's a little bit early, the first bloom is definitely the best that's when you get to see all the colors, you get to see even more animals come out. All the birds and all the different noises you hear. 
Mik: What's going to happen here, what kind of flowers and do you know what kind of flowers in these woods.
Ben: Ahh not really, like my brother said I don't really, I'm not great with naming trees and naming flowers.

[02:00:59;02]
Mik: Do flowers grow up in this grove here
Ben: I don't know for sure, I know in the prairies that's definitely where there more prominent. Right around us is mostly woods and that but down right by the pond, between the pond and the woods is probably where there'll be a good amount of flowers.
Mik: So why are there no berry bushes around here, why is there so little undergrowth. Do you have any idea. 
Ben: It's probably because when the trees actually get their leaves they get all the sunlight, it doesn't really leave much room for bushes and undergrowth to grow underneath and get that sunlight. It's kind of survival of the fittest out here.
