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[01:24:57;18]
Jerry: Well these are side, these are questions beyond.
Ben: I can redo it. Yeah Cosmos
(Chatter)........
Jerry: We were talking about the Canada geese, that nest here and right over that way is where the female goose was on the nest, and the male was in the pond. And he, the reason we knew there was a nest is the male wouldn't fly out. He just stayed there.
Ben: What do they do to build the nest, 
Jerry: They use grass and twigs, you know what we're looking at right now. That's where a beaver was, see that right there, that little pile of brush. A couple years ago, and you think beavers are really smart. Their not so bright after all. Because they were going to build a damn across this pond for whatever reason I have, I have. I'm not no. 
Ben: So multiple beavers or just one. 
Jerry: Well there was whole bunch of them.
Ben: They dammed the whole thing
Jerry: Well they only got that far and then they decided this was a lost hope and they went on to some other pond.
Ben: So what would be the point of damming this pond
Jerry: Well they thought it, they thought it was running water you see and if you dam it they the water would come up higher and all would be well. And I could just hear there discussion that they said you know dad I think you screwed up this is not the place to be. Let's try the other pond, so they went over there and cut down a bunch of my trees and tried to build a dam. And then they left the country I don't know where they went.
Ben: Then they left.

[01:26:31;29]
Jerry: Okay let me ask you a question guys, do you see, you see what looks like a kind of a strange thing in the water, what do you think that is. 
Ben: Log
Jerry: It looks like a log doesn't it, it's not a log. It looks really strange.
Ben: What is it, is it just
Jerry: It's a pond lily. 
Ben: Really
Jerry: Yeah those are the roots of a pond lily. Yeah and it's strange loooking, but it's all kind of scaley, but thats what it is. 
Ben: It looks like a, just a log. So is that extending then into the water. 
Jerry: Oh sure, and by July, August they'll be all kinds of flowers and great big leaves on the pond lily. So what else do we see around here, well you can see where the pond a few years ago, you can see where it was, see, see the limit. 
(Chatter)

[01:27:46;24]
Jerry: Those maples now are in early spring bloom, that's the red that you see, which is kind of interesting. And you asked before why on the top, well that's where it gets more sunlight. And then it works its way down, and the maple, the maple thats where you flower. The maple flower comes out first, and then the leaves will follow and by the, in a normal season they probably will be late this year. By the middle of this month may, usually the leaves are coming out. 
Ben: But the flowers don't absorb any light right that's just the leaves. 
Jerry: Well if you look at them up close, it's a flower. And its where the maple seed
Ben: So do the maples stop right there

Jerry: It looks that way doesn't it, no they go around the corner a little bit but that side hill is not apparently, well there's one over there.  There's 2, 3 over there. But that side has mostly oak. But we have in here such a collection of white oak, cherry, black oak, aspen, birch, many different species. I wish that I knew where the sand hill crane was nesting because they nest on this pond as well. But we are probably talking too loud.
Ben: Do they nest in pairs like the geese.
Jerry: They do, they do, and a question that I have not been able to answer and I think it's true that the pair of sand hills will come back to the same spot that they were the previous year.
Ben: Really, they just know where to come
Jerry: And they winter way down in Texas, how do they know. You must have studied that, you say that.
Ben: I have
Josh: Do they migrate in a group or in pairs.
Jerry: They migrate in groups, the sand hills they in the fall, you can sometimes drive by a field and their will be 100 of them. 
Boys: Geez

[01:29:45;07]
Jerry: And their all getting together, and preparing to migrate. But your earlier question, which, which of those sandhills decides that this is the day that we're going to fly. Nobody knows that, and that is a fascinating question. Because there is a sand hill in charge.
Josh: Really, the alpha male
Jerry: Well I don't know if you'd call it that but it's true, and you don't know who it is. Same thing with the Canadas.
Josh: And they all know how to come back and meet with each other too. 
Jerry: Well they, in fact we were camping one time in the marsh south of wautoma. My son, your uncle Jeff and I. And we spent the night in the marsh in October when the sand hills were migrating. I mean it was like a family reunion we couldn't sleep, they were talking all night. How's your summer Mable, pretty good, how about yours John. That's what I think they were saying I don't know what they were saying. How are the young ones oh they did pretty well. You know and here they all are going through, there just making. They've got to be saying something to each other you know, like I wonder how the trips going to be this year, it wasn't too good last year. And the Canadas are the same way.

Josh: Do they all have a meeting spot together. 
Jerry: Well and then why is it, how do they know, when there’s a pair nesting here and a pair nesting over there, how do they know in October, November it's time to get together and even more form a V and fly south. And one of the things that I still enjoy very much is the geese coming and going. I know everything is right with the world when the geese are flying in the spring and flying south in the fall. When they quit flying, they're like the canary in the mine I think. If we don't see the geese flying north and south then something is wrong with the environment. Something else has changed along the way, almost all of the Canada geese flew over this area into Canada and now there’s a goodly number that nest right here. Way over in Madison, there's a lot of places their pests on golf courses and that sort of thing. 

[01:32:07;04]
Jerry: Out here I tell you I really enjoy them because sometimes if you come down here on this pond and you just sit for an hour. And you'll hear them talking to each other, the pair. I don't know what they're talking about, I suspect they worried about the eggs are going to hatch and all that sort of thing. But they don't and they you hear them honking when they're flying. But when there on the water they're like chickens they just talk to each other. That's all I know right now about this topic. 

