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[01:10:18;12]
Mik: Went right over there last time.
Jerry: We'll go over there
Other Guy: He takes direction well doesn't he
Jerry: We'll go where the heck we want to take
Mik: Okay are we ready, okay anytime

Jerry: Alright. It is a nice day
Ben: Very nice day
Josh: Pond’s looking good
Jerry: One of the things that interesting is that the pond is up more this year. And I suspect thats something by itself. It really is nice.
Josh: So when do you think everything is going to start blooming.
Jerry: Well it's really late, I bet we're about 2 weeks late because ordinarily we begin to see some budding. You see a little on the maple here see that.
Josh: Yeah
Jerry: That maple tree has some flowers and the maple trees usually flower earlier than the oaks. Whats interesting about the oaks and this is a old thing that my dad told me, when the oak leaf is the size of a squirrels ear, you know the size of a squirrels ear. Then it’s time to plant your corn.
Josh: Ahh, okay

Jerry: Yeah so you check, first off you have to know the size of a squirrels ear, so if you don't know that your lost. But then you check the oak tree and when its about that big around thats the time to plant your corn. And thats really kind of interesting because my dad never paid any attention to the calendar.
Josh: It's always based off that huh
Jerry: Yeah, it’s a natural kind of thing.
Josh: So what do you think, is it time.

[01:12:08;11]
Jerry: Ahh well we're along ways from seeing an oak leaf, see there's a white oak tree right in front of us right there. And you see anything except a odd leaf left over from last fall. There's nothing there but okay you guys, this is a quiz now. 
Josh: Alright
Jerry: Right behind you what is that little tree right there?
Josh: Is that an oak
Jerry: No
Josh: Is it an ash
Jerry: It's a black cherry, yeah you'd know you can just tell by looking at it. Well what about that one over there Josh...............(Hard to Hear)................What do you think that is? 
Josh: You talking about the big one?
Jerry: That one right there
Josh: Is that an oak as well
Jerry: Yeah that’s a white oak, see they're 2 main categories of oak trees. There's the white oaks and the black oaks. They have a black oak family, has pointed leaves. And the (round????) not (round????) white oak family has rounded leaves. So in the white oak family you have white oak and burell....(can't hear). And then the black oak family you have black oak and (??????). Not you know.
Josh: How can you tell without any leaves though. 
Jerry: Well it's tricky, it really is but after you've done it for awhile you can, you pretty much can. And then one of the things that I like to do, we don't a lot of this stuff we don't do anything with. You see that tree right out there it looks like its fallen down big rotten hole in it. Well that's an example of a tree where a raccoon may find itself a home. That's more likely
Josh: Birds maybe, wood peckers
Jerry: Wood peckers love that kind of a tree.

[01:14:04;04]
Jerry: People want to, a lot of people want to clear cut everything keep all the trash down, get all the dead wood, and I don't do that. We do cut wood for fire wood but we leave a lot of it here and it just naturally decays and new stuff comes up and it's kind of interesting to see the progression of it all. I wanted to tell you this story about this very location where we are, right here. 
Mik: You guys want to change angles at all, The (round???) is that what the tables are made from. 
Jerry: That is correct. We had a Round Osk heater, a stove. Yeah, yeah. 
Mik: You guys ready?

Jerry: Umm this farm that we're standing on, this very patch of ground is 10,000 years old. How do I know that? That's when the last glacier retreated and we happen to be standing where the termal marine, the end of the glacier. That's why it's so hilly and there's alot of stones here. And the ponds interestingly enough, were big chunks of ice left over from the glacier, and when the ice melted it dropped down and that formed the ponds. And in the eastern part of the state there called kettle ponds, we just call them ponds. Yeah or water table ponds. And the ponds are an indicator of the water table, because if you want to know what the water table is that's it, up or down

[01:15:52;28]
Jerry: Well the history of this place now, 10,000 years ago there was nothing here. The glacier scraped everything there were no trees, nothing, except ice. When the ice began melting, and formed glacial lake Wisconsin just to the west of here, this land was left behind hilly and stoney, and with these ponds. And slowly the vegetation came back, and then I don't know how many thousands of years ago but some number the Native Americans were came into this country. And why many, many years later 1848 for example this was still Menominee Indian country. And that's when the last treaty with the Menominees was signed. What was interesting this very place where we're standing, the Menominees traveled from there trapping grounds in Adams county through this very land to Burland which is on the Fox river where there is a trading post. And they camped I suspect right up in here. I, we need to do some digging to find some heirlooms.
Josh: How many have you found.

Jerry: I haven't found any, we looked, see arrow heads don't respond to a metal detector because their not metal. But the person who was here before had a whole pail full that they found of arrow heads.

[01:17:24;12]
Now one of the stories that I learned, the person who owned this place ahead of us, the Combs'. Mrs. Combs was in her 80's when I was probably 16, and I would come down here her son worked for us as I remember. I would bring him home and she would tell me stories about how the Menominees would travel through here and would come up to the house and trade, want to trade maple syrup and maple sugar for salt. Because they were always short of salt, and I thought, I thought she was just telling me a story I really did. And then when I did some historical digging on this property, and looked at the first survey record. I found on that first survey map which was drawn in 1851, a squiggly little line and the surveyor had written Indian trail.
Josh: I mean it's unbelievable
Jerry: Yeah I mean it's unbelievable that she was not spoofing me at all. She was telling me exactly.
Josh: Maybe embellishing a little
Jerry: Yeah what she remembered as a little girl. So there are lot's of stories. One of the interesting things is that every piece of land has a story to tell. You just got to know how to look for it. And it's the story is in the trees, the story is in the land, the story is in when we're looking at where these 2 ponds maybe went together. And it's such fun to stand and wonder now what's this land trying to tell me.

[bookmark: _GoBack][01:19:00;09]
And sometimes you come up with exactly the wrong answer but it gives you a starting place. And thats why it's kind of fun to be walking around in the woods and looking at the land and trying to find out, what's it trying to tell me. It has a great story to tell we just have to know, we just have to learn how to listen. We know how to listen to the land, it sounds a little corny but thats what we have to do.

