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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." Happy Thanksgiving. I'm Patty Loew. This week Waukesha wants water but where will it come from? 

Man:

We're not saying that Great Lakes is the for sure option at this point. 

Patty Loew:

See why Lake Michigan might not be the only option. We also travel to Devil's Lake state park near Baraboo for an amazing areal display as swarms of turkey vultures gather for migration. Plus football pride runs deep at this perennial power house. It's the little church school that could in Cross Plains. Those reports coming your way next on "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small, companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

Early next month the city of Waukesha will file a formal request to divert water from Lake Michigan to replace its current water supply from wells contaminated with cancer causing radium. Because Waukesha is just outside of the Great Lakes basin, the diversion of lake water was very difficult until leaders of states and provinces surrounding the lakes signed the Great Lakes Compact. It sets up rules which, if Waukesha follows, allows them to divert water if it has no other reasonable alternative. But what constitutes a reasonable alternative? “In Wisconsin's” Art Hackett discovered information showing the best alternative might not be Lake Michigan. 

Art Hackett:

This is the water Waukesha wants, Lake Michigan and the other Great Lakes contain 20% of all of the fresh water in the world. 

Dan Duchniak:

We're not saying that Great Lakes is the for sure option at this point. What we're saying is that it's our preferred option, it's the best environmental because we can recycle and reuse the water. 

Art Hackett:

Waukesha wants to buy water from Milwaukee or some other lakeshore city, and return the treated water to a Lake Michigan tributary such as Wauwatosa’s Underwood Creek. But just past Waukesha's westernmost subdivisions, along the Fox River, a team of researchers from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is studying a different option. 

Man:

There's water in there already. 

Douglas Cherkauer:

City of Waukesha has put wells along the Fox River and we're trying to determine today whether those wells are having any effect on flow in the Fox. 

Art Hackett:

The nearby wells hyrdrogeologist Doug Cherkauer is talking about are shallow and thus, radium free. The city argues if they were pumped too hard, they would reduce the flows in the Fox River and possibly affect springs and wetlands along the river. Or perhaps, not. 

Doug Cherkauer:

Waukesha currently takes its waste water, treats it, puts it into the Fox River upstream from these wells. And if they're inducing some of the water out of the river into those wells, then they are recycling that part of the water. 

Art Hackett:

If soil conditions are right, Doug Cherkauer says there may be an option which would provide a perpetual, radium free water source without harming the surrounding environment. 

Doug Cherkauer:

It's a process known as riverbank filtration. It's fairly widely used in Europe, fairly widely used in western communities. Put a well down next to a river, pump the well hard, draw the water, filter it through aquifer material and if the water quality is pretty good to begin with, you're probably ok. 

Dan Duchniak:

Some of the options that were screened out, including the Fox River 

Art Hackett:

When the water utility previewed the application to divert Lake Michigan water, general manager Dan Duchniak told city council members that the concept the UWM group is studying had already been studied and ruled out. 

Dan Duchniak:

Shallow wells south and west of the city and the Lake Michigan option and we believe Lake Michigan is the best environmental option and is the lowest cost alternative for us. 

Art Hackett:

But others disagree. 

Peter McAvoy:

We don't think that the information that has been collected so far has been adequately assembled and analyzed in a way that you can make that determination. 

Art Hackett:

Peter McAvoy is with the coalition of groups who have long expressed concerns with Waukesha's diversion dreams. 

Peter McAvoy:

What we've been asking the Waukesha water utility is, let's see all of the options that you've actually considered and let's do this side by side analysis. They have never provided a side by side analysis from an environmental or economic perspective. 

Art Hackett:

The coalition McAvoy is part of helped obtain the grant paying for the current study on the Fox. 

Art Hackett:

Even though the study comes near the end of the diversion debate, the concept is not new. Documents obtained by Wisconsin Public Television show the same concept was studied and given favorable reviews by a consultant hired by the city of Waukesha nearly 10 years ago. 

Art Hackett:

The study ranked the Fox wells as having the highest overall benefits. Lake Michigan water was a close second. It was the most reliable option but was lowest in terms of potential political headaches. In 2005, another study for the Wisconsin department of natural resources also promoted riverbank filtration. Water utility general manager Dan Duchniak says followup studies found the concept environmentally undesirable. 

Dan Duchniak:

There would be a draw down in the aquifers if we started using them for our water supply and that would have a negative impact on the streams, wetlands, rivers in the county. 

Art Hackett:

The tests are intended to show if the wells are diminishing the river's flows. Or whether new wells could be drilled to take advantage of filtration through sand layers along the stream. 

Art Hackett:

You're convinced that the geological conditions to allow to you drill a whole bunch more shallow wells, it will draw from the Fox River, that doesn't exist? 

Dan Duchniak:

We believe that does not exist. In fact, when we had our meeting with Dr. Cherkauer and Dan Feinstein and others, who were here meeting with us, they all pretty much agreed with us that those features did not exist near the city of Waukesha. 

Art Hackett:

Does that sand connection exist as far as you know? 

Doug Cherkauer:

That's what we're trying to find out. And we don't know at the present time. 

Art Hackett:

Under a consent decree with the Environmental Protection Agency, the city of Waukesha has to provide radium free water year round by 2018. 

Dan Duchniak:

We need to move forward because it's going to take five years to design, build, construct and place into service and acquire the land necessary to actually construct any project that we do. 

Art Hackett:

And Waukesha has only started to negotiate with cities to purchase water. Milwaukee, Racine and Oak Creek are all possibilities. But McAvoy thinks returning the water to Underwood Creek instead of the Fox as they do now, poses more problems than the city realizes. 

Peter McAvoy:

The stream that they're going to dump their waste water in is a totally different body of water. You can't...

Art Hackett:

Than the Fox River? 

Peter McAvoy:

Than the Fox River. It's a lot smaller. It has serious environmental problems if it's Underwood Creek. But all of their options may well have problems. So we would like to see what they are and then be able to make a determination. 

Art Hackett:

And city figures show that if the water has to be pumped all the way back to the lakefront, the cost nearly triples. 

Patty Loew:

Waukesha hopes to unveil its formal water diversion application in a few weeks. There will be hearings on the plan and final approval is required by other states in the Great Lakes region. Home for the holidays has special meaning for 100 members of Wisconsin's 951st engineering company out of Rhinelander. For the past year their families have been counting the days until their return. Like Chet Millard's wife and four kids who live in Sparta. Millard landed on the cover of "Time" magazine after suffering a brain injury in a roadside blast. Weeks earlier, another member of his team, Ryan Adams, was killed. Seven others injured. Their mission, disarming bomb along one of Afghanistan's deadliest highways. This Thanksgiving they are back in the arms of loved ones. 

Patty Loew:

This week we're also talking turkey but not the traditional kind you think of around Thanksgiving. "In Wisconsin" reporter Jo Garrett shows you where to find the largest gatherings of turkey vultures in the Midwest at Devil's Lake state park. 

Jo Garrett:

Devil's Lake state park is always a stunning place. And on an 80 degree day in October, it's bustling with visitors. It's a bit of a climb up past those boulder fields to the top of of the ridge. But the view is worth the walk. But look again. There's something more, many more. 

Child:

Look at all of them. 

Man:

This morning we saw 250 at once. 

Man:

Wow! 

Jo Garrett:

You're watching an annual October event, turkey vultures amassing in Devil's Lake state park before their fall migration. 

Woman:

300 or 400 birds congregate there. 

Jo Garrett:

Mike Mossman organized this field trip along with his wife, Lisa Hartman. Mossman works as a wildlife researcher for Wisconsin's department of natural resources. Yet it's on their own time that this couple has spent decades researching this bird. 

Lisa Hartman:

I met mike in 1981 and I guess in 1983 is when I started going out to do turkey vulture work with him. So I've been doing it for 25 years. I just love watching them fly in. 

Mike Mossman:

It was just absolutely magical and still like that for me. it doesn't change at all. They're just so beautiful to watch in the air. They seem to be so adept and they can fly literally for hours and hours and hours without flapping their wings. They're very adept at just soaring. I'm sure when they're soaring, they're as relaxed they would be as if standing except they would have to pay attention and follow where the currents are and their wings are held, instead of a V above the body, that's a characteristic of the bird in flight. 

Jo Garrett:

Flight is one thing. Do they still compel close up? For this couple, they do. 

Lisa Hartman:

I can't stop looking at them. I just am so taken with them. I could spend all my days just staring at that bird. Watching them coming into roost, watching them flying, watching them socialize with one another in the trees in the morning. There's nothing that I don't -- I'm not interested in knowing about them or watching them. 

Jo Garrett:

It's this passion that has fueled their decades of research. We prevailed upon their years of knowledge when we asked the two turkey vulture experts to look close, analyze some roosting and flying footing we had shot. For example, we knew that the turkey vultures are stars at soaring. They can float for hours. But how do they change directions if they don't flap their wings? 

Lisa Hartman:

Their wing tips, they had emarginated primaries so the finger-like space between the tips of the primaries so they maneuver those. Each feather is the shape of a wing in itself. And so they use just the wing tips to maneuver around the current. 

Jo Garrett:

They talked about feathers. And behaviors. The preening of feathers. 

Mike Mossman:

The same things he's doing now. 

Jo Garrett:

That he, with his head buried in his feathers, sitting on a perch overlooking their kitchen table is their turkey vulture. 

Lisa Hartman:

Ok. So this is our captive turkey vulture, Uncle Butsie. I named him Uncle Butsie after a favorite uncle of mine who loved birds and who encouraged my interest. His left wing is broken, we took him on as an education bird.

Jo Garrett:

Uncle Butsie provides the up close portion of their education program. 

Lisa Hartman:

We have learned that our birds go down to South and Central America for the winter. I would do slide shows, educational slide shows for people and people still say they are ugly and stink. I started taking a live bird with me. It was amazing the difference, to convince people how beautiful they were. Then the bird could do it by itself. 

Lisa Hartman:

It's so beautiful, you have to look at them close up. They have this iridescence in their feathers and I think it's so anemically described in the literature and field guides. 

Jo Garrett:

Both feel that the turkey vulture doesn't get its due. And it's unduly dissed for chewing on dead things. Consider another bird. An American icon that often shares the same diet but has much better PR.

Mike Mossman:

In the winter I know bald eagles are feeding primarily on dead things the same way that the -- the same fields, same type of carcasses that turkey vultures would be in on in the summer, bald eagles are in the winter. 

Jo Garrett:

Death is ever present and vultures play a crucial role, due in part to their biology. 

Mike Mossman:

They have a very good sense of smell which is strange for a bird to have. 

Jo Garrett:

Maybe it helps to watch them for a while, to gain an appreciation of their place. Jan Oslickson, one of the trip participants. 

Jan Oslickson:

Being on a farm and seeing them, you know, and something dies in the field or the woods and you see the turkey vultures cleaning it up, they do a good job. Nature's cleanup tool. 

Mike Mossman:

For me they're beautiful because they're part of creation. They have a place in nature. We look up and there's a whole bunch of vultures flying around. We feel like, you know, the world is okay. Everything is working. Everything is beautiful. Nothing could express that more than that bird. 

Jo Garrett:

Hartman has been writing a memoir about her time as a turkey vulture researcher. Here is a little bit to leave you with. 

Lisa Hartman:

It's just that sort of day where the only thing that makes sense to do is to stand on the highest point possible, to greet migrant vultures coming in from the south. To search and wait like the fairy young maidens in the ancient ballads for their lovers to return over the distant and rolling seas. The only difference is that I know my love, the vultures, will actually return. Whereas for the young maidens in the ballads, this was not always the case. 

Jo Garrett:

There is beneath our busy lives an old call, painted stroke after stroke on the sky. It's the call of migration, that ancient coming and going, reminding us of our own rise and fall. 

Patty Loew:

Here's an interesting side note. The turkey vulture has the largest breeding range of any bird in North America. It stretches all the way from Central Canada to the tip of South America. For more information on reports, go to our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. That story was part of our larger series Jo Garrett produced on the Great Wisconsin Nature and Birding Trail. And you can watch the “On the Trail” special and "In Wisconsin" this Sunday at 12:00 right here at Wisconsin Public Television. It wouldn't be Thanksgiving without a little football. Former Packers football coach Vince Lombardi once said, “A school without football is in danger of deteriorating into a medieval study hall.” This week, the story of the little church school that embraced that idea in a big way in Cross Plains. 

Patty Loew:

At the end of Church Street in the quiet village of Cross Plains, you'll find a house of prayer. Where on certain days in Autumn, the spirit emerges. Hail Mary takes on new meaning. Where the whole point is to trespass against others. This is St. Francis Oriole football. Proof that big things do come in small packages. The school has fewer than 200 students and an equal number of football players. There are just five boys in one fifth grade class but 34 football players. So many, in fact, the school has two fifth grade teams. 

Tom Young:

We have kids from outside of the Middleton/Cross Plains area that want to play football for St. Francis. They come from Madison, Mt. Horeb. Nothing against any other programs but because of buddies they have, possibly playing on other teams but also knowing that St. Francis Xavier, not because of the cool new field we have but because of the program we have, people want to be a part of it. 

Patty Loew:

What's the most fun thing about football? 

Jack Stormer:

Hit people. You don't get to hit people at home. 

Tom Murphy:

The highest total we have, we had about 240 kids one season and that was a real challenge for all of us to find practice space, game times, all of that was a real challenge. Since then it's leveled off to 160 to 190 kids per year. 

Patty Loew:

The program began in 1968. Since then it has become one of the state's premier youth sports organizations, among its alums, numerous all state high school players, Badger recruits, even one who made it to the big time. 

Jay Wilson:

There have been some great players. One guy made it all the way to the NFL out of St. Francis, Casey Cramer, and he's certainly been a name and a person that a lot of these kids still look up to, even though they may not know who he is. They know that somebody can be in the football field in Cross Plains and make their way to the NFL. That's cool. 

Patty Loew:

The St. Francis summer football camp looks like an NFL combine. More than 250 boys and girls spent two weeks high stepping, shuffling and blocking their way to the season. 

Stephanie Ballweg:

I think they've got it down to a science now. They have their stations set up and horn blowing and they have an eighth grader in every group that shows the younger kids want to do and it's organized. 

Patty Loew:

The Orioles are powered by parents. Dads as coaches, and even a mom or two. 15 minutes learning to catch a pass. Then it's off to the ropes and leg strengthening. 15 minutes later, it's three-point stance land. The goal here, learn to do unto others before they do unto you. 

Man:

Come up like this, just like this and you're hitting the guy right in the number. 

Patty Loew:

With apologies to Vince Lombardi who once said “winning is the only thing,” success in the St. Francis program is not measured in wins and losses. It's about building character as well as muscles. It's about gaining confidence along with yardage. In this program, nobody sits. Everybody plays. 

Cole Connolly:

You get to play a lot and you can do what you like. 

Brett Wipfli:

They have a lot of good coaches and I just -- I played this last year so I thought -- I wanted to do it again. 

Randy Lowenberg:

Nobody sits. Nope. They all will play. Our philosophy is to be safe also. They will play in a safe position but they always play. They'll always play somewhere. 

Patty Loew:

And as the Oriole black team goes to work on the Vikings from Mt. Horeb, their parents also go to work. 

Terra Hollfelder:

There's jobs for parent to do and it's all volunteer work. We come to the game and usually a parent will pick up the scoreboard, pick up the markers and chain gang. 

Steve Schunk:

Doing the time clock and store and chain gang, all that stuff. I wouldn't call it roped in, those are some of the best spots, and that's the best way to keep plugged into the organization. 

Patty Loew:

Many of these 10-year-olds will go on to play for Middleton High School. The wings they test as Orioles will help them fly as Middleton Cardinals, a perennial football power house. 

Jay Wilson:

It's certainly one of the premier high school football teams in the state. They made it to the semi finals last year. They're always in the playoffs and they're always contending, if not winning at the big a conference championship and you know, it all starts here. 

Tom Young:

Why would this program in this small community thrive as it does in football, is because of relationships, good coaches, good men and women teaching these kids and the fundamentals of football that they learn, but the fundamentals of being good teammates and being a sportsman-like athletes, good work discipline that pays off in the classroom and life. Employers say, you played football as a youth? You know what it means to work hard. 

Patty Loew:

As for this game, well, St. Francis needed a miracle and it never materialized. But if you ask the folks here, football in the biggest little program in southern Wisconsin, win or lose, is still a blessing. 

Patty Loew:

St. Francis Xavier in Cross Plains has a lot of community support. It has a new football field and it's looking to add bleachers and lights for night games. "In Wisconsin" will be on hiatus the next few weeks. Watch for these reports when we return in early January. 

Andy Soth:

I'm Andy Soth and I'll show you how this simple shack has inspired America's greenest buildings. 

Woman:

It's really a showcase. We wanted to show what was possible. 

Patty Loew:

It's a beacon in the night, guides ships through the treacherous death-door passage. 

Man:

Wisconsin really does have a rich maritime history and this is part of it. 

Patty Loew:

Now select few get to live the life of a lighthouse keeper. 

Man:

Rock Island might be one of Wisconsin's best kept secrets. 

Art Hackett

I'm Art Hackett in De Pere where the dredging of PCVs from the Fox River has now reached full scale. 

Liz Koerner:

This is Liz Koerner. Hmong refugees first arrived in Wisconsin in the mid 1970s. Since then the generational gap within families has grown wider. A Wisconsin woman is bridging that gap with food. 

Jo Garrett:

I'm Jo Garrett and I'm here at Tennyson Bay in Peninsula State Park. And behind me is a sculpture called Woodwind. Looks nice now but wait until you see it at night. 

Man:

It's alive out there and things are happening. 

Jo Garrett:

We talk to artist Dan Engelke of Sister Bay about the how and why of his sculpture, Woodwind. 

Patty Loew:

Plus it's a tune with a special place in the heart of Wisconsin. But it could have been a Minnesota fan favorite. A closer look at the UW fight song as it celebrates 100 years. Join us for those "In Wisconsin" reports beginning in January right here on Wisconsin Public Television. This time of year deer are on the move across Wisconsin. Trying to stay one step ahead of hunters. We captured these bucks on videotape at the Necedah national wildlife refuge in Juneau County. Happy Thanksgiving and have a great week, in Wisconsin. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small, companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

