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Patty Loew: 

Hello everyone, welcome to our summer season of "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. Each week we're visiting our state's natural areas. This week we're at Toft Point in Door County. This was established as a natural area in 1967 and it features a limestone cobble beach and many rare plants. We'll bring you more scenery from Toft Point in our video postcard later on in the program. But first, dig deep to root out toxic chemicals in the Fox River.
Man: 

This project will be the largest environmental dredging project in North America when it's completed.
Loew: 

Find your inner squirrel and join these tree trimmers 30 feet off the ground.
Man: 

All right climber, work that tree.
Loew: 

And discover how artisans could create these beautiful, but fragile works of art.
Man: 

Every project is different, so it's really interesting.
Loew: 

It's all ahead, "In Wisconsin."

About 50 years ago, paper mills along the Fox River began using PCBs to make carbonless copy paper. For years, they dumped PCB laden waste into the Fox. Now we know PCBs negatively affect the environment and are linked to health problems. So the cleanup begins.

Art Hackett:
The cleanup started in July of 2005 in Little Lake Butte Des Morts. The waters between Neenah and Menasha contain one of the largest concentrations of PCBs in the Fox River. Bill Hartman is overseeing the cleanup on behalf of two paper companies that are paying for the first phase of the project. 

Bill Hartman:
This project for OU 1, which is the first segment of the Fox River cleanup, will be the largest environmental dredging process in North America when it's completed. 

Hackett:
The Fox's PCB problem began back as far back as 1954. Rebecca Katers of the Clean Water Council has been advocating for the cleanup since the 1980's. 

Rebecca Katers:
We know that the PCB's in the river primarily came from the pulp and paper industry, in particular paper recyclers, who recycled carbonless paper that was manufactured just downriver from here. 

Hackett 
The plan was to start near Neenah and work towards Green Bay. 

Greg Hill:
This deposit is we call it Little Lake Butte des Morts, or OU 1, is about five miles long. It represents the top end of the 39-mile stretch, and it contains about 700,000 cubic yards of sediment. 

Hackett:
While the first phase of the dredging began, the DNR did testing and design work for cleaning up the rest of the river. 

Hill: 
We hope that the design will be done by the end of 2006, and that dredging and remediation activities can begin in 2007. We expect it will be at least 10 years after that before it's completed. 

Hackett:
But that schedule is in flux because of the surprise the DNR found just below the De Pere Dam. 

When the DMR took their samples on the shallows, they found a large deposit with PCB concentrations as high as 3,000 parts per million. That is 60 times the level in which the sediment becomes classified as toxic waste. 

Dennis Hultgren
They found upwards of 3,000 parts per million, which was four to five times higher than what was ever discovered before. 

Hackett:
Dennis Hultgren is an environmental consultant to the paper industry. The discovery in De Pere is just one more complication in a project his clients want to put behind them. 

Hultgren:
You know, the law is on the government's side, and the decision has been made, and I think the companies are having to move forward and try to get this thing behind them as quickly as possible so they can start making paper and that, do something like this that keeps them bogged down. 

Hackett:
The DNR is now trying to move the stretch of river near De Pere up on the schedule to as soon as 2006. Bruce Baker is the DNR's represent active in the negotiations with the paper mills. 

Bruce Baker:
It's relatively close to the surface, which raises concerns about if we had a storm or had some high water, that that stuff could be moved and distributed downstream or into Green Bay. 

Hackett:
The accelerated schedule may not be possible. 

Baker:
At that level, it requires special removal, special handling, and special disposals. 

Hackett:
Even the current phase of the cleanup project is neither simple nor quick. The consent decree with the state and federal governments, which committed seven paper companies to pay for the cleanup, was signed in December of 2001. 

Katers:
It feels pretty good to finally be underway with the cleanup. We're very glad to see a good demonstration of this process working. 

Hill:
It's about 20 years now that I've been involved in it. 

Hackett:
Greg Hill is overseeing the on-site work for the DNR. Three dredges, one of which was built specifically for this project, are involved. They use cutting heads about two feet across that scrape away sediment from the river floor. The sediment is then sucked up into pipelines. 

Of the actual pounds of PCB's in the river, what percentage of them are in this deposit? 

Hill:
It's about 10%, 15% of the total mass of PCB's that needs to be removed. 

Hackett:
A pontoon boat scurries between the dredges taking core samples. The samples reveal the outline of the next deposit of contaminated sediment the dredge will target. That information is fed into a positioning system, which the dredge operator uses to guide the cutter. Dredging the sediment out of the river is just the first step. The dredges pump the toxic material into a two-mile long pipeline, which goes towards the Highway 441 bridge. The pipeline is so long it requires a booster pump along the way. Just below the bridge there are 20 or so huge fabric bags, each one 200 feet by 80 feet. The dredged material is pumped into the bags, slowly inflating them like balloons. 

Man:
Right prior to the material entering the bags, we have a polymer that helps the sediment stick together and release the waters. The PCB's are all tied up to the sediments. They're a hydrophobic compound. We analyze the free water as it comes out of the bags and again as it goes into the river after the process, and we've detected no PCB's. 

Hackett:
The water runs off in sheets. It's filtered through a treatment plant and sent back into the river. Men walk across the tops of the bags with gasoline-powered vibrators to keep the fabric from clogging up. By the fall of 2005, the first material pumped into the bags is dried out. One by one they were ripped open, the sediment was loaded into trucks, and hauled to a landfill in Calumet County. It will take 2,500 truckloads to move the material from the riverbank to the landfill. And some of the dredged soil will be sent out of state, material with higher concentrations too toxic for Wisconsin landfills to handle. The DNR's Greg Hill said negotiations are underway to dispose of that sediment in adequately equipped landfills in Illinois or Michigan. The dredging of the first section of the river will take five or six years. The price tag for just that one segment is over $60 million. And Greg Hill says the first stretch of the river is actually the easy part. 

Hill:
Well, it will be harder downstream because a lot of the deposits are deeper than we find in OU 1. We look down there, and there is sediment deposits that are five to 10 feet thick as opposed to in OU 1, which is anywhere between a half a foot and two and a half feet. 

Hackett: 
It's going to be difficult to find a landfill big enough for that much sediment. Rebecca Katers is concerned the paper mills will push for an alternative solution. One option would be to encapsulate the polluted sediment with a layer of sand and gravel. The PCBs would be buried where they now lay. The process is called capping. 

Katers: 
The final record of decision does include some option for capping in certain places. So we expect some kind of capping to be proposed downstream. We're not happy about it, though. 

Baker:
Early on the companies were looking at capping the entire river. 

Hackett:
DNR Project Director Bruce Baker said capping will not be the primary method for cleaning the river, but at some parts of the Fox it may be allowed as an alternative. 

Baker:
Some places it would be very difficult to dredge. You would take out a lot of clean stuff, and so you can probably do a better job with the capping. We've learned that dredging cannot remove all the PCBs. I mean, you can do a good dredging project and you still leave some PCBs behind and you'll probably want to do some kind of capping. Whatever happens, these kids strolling past the dredging site will be adults by the time the project is done. 

Man:
The process really entails remediating the river and then monitoring it for a period of 40 years after you get done so that the cost keeps on going as much as 60 years from now. 

Hackett:
What is important, says the DNR's Greg Hill, is that the work is finally in progress. 

Hill:
I couldn't be happier to finally get the mud moving out of the bottom of this river. 

Loew: 

The DNR tells us that two paper companies have agreed to pay for clean up of a PCB hot spot below the DePere Dam. The design work will be done this summer and dredging of the hot spot is scheduled to begin next May.
Graphic: 

What birth defects can be a result of pregnant women eating PCB contaminated food. 

A. Short-term memory loss

B. Decreased motor skills

C. Weak immune systems

D. Intersex organs

Answer: All of the above

Source: Wikipedia.org
Loew: 

Our next report features professionals who go to new heights to do their jobs. Strap on a safety harness and come along for the climb.
Joanne Garrett:
Tree trimmers sometimes work on ground level. This is professional tree trimmer Joel Donner and his business partner Justin. On a cold winter's day, and with their feet planted firmly, they wrap the ropes. 

Joel Donner:
Ready? Tighten it up. 

Garrett:
And engage the hardware. And not the hitches and turns needed to pull a dead, rotted tree. 

Joel:
Keep going. 

Garrett:
Down to the ground. But this is Donner's usual elevation. His office is outside and up. And up is where you'll find others like Donner, that elite tribe of tree trimmers that makes their living in this aerial workplace. 

Joel:
All right. Work that tree. 

Garrett:
And up. 

Joel:
Good job. Very nice. 

Garrett:
In these beautiful big trees in Janesville's rotary gardens is where we found the competitors for Wisconsin's annual Tree Trimmer Jamboree. 

Man:
Come on. Let's see the big swing. Nice. 

Garrett:
Every year Wisconsin's tree trimmers gather to scramble. Knot, shimmy, swing and toss. 

Man:
All clear. 

Man:
That's it. 

Man:
All right. 

Crowd:
Come on. 

Crowd:
Let's go. 

Garrett:
It's a dizzying brew of acrobatics. Wisconsin's winner will head from here to an International Tree Trimmers Competition. You may see some unusual sights; hear some odd words of encouragement. 

Man:
Be a squirrel, climber. 

Man:
Be an inchworm, daddy. 

Garrett:
And remember, the perspective is always up. The jamboree is a joyous place particularly for those never lost that childhood thrill of climbing trees. Sean, one of the contestants. 

Sean:
I get paid to do what I loved when I was five years old and make a living at it. Can't beat that. 

Bruce Allison:
It's not just games. 

Garrett:
Bruce Allison is a well known Wisconsin arborist who has worked in the tree business for over 20 years. He's been a contestant at past jamborees, and a judge. 

Allison:
The competition injects professionalism. It recognizes the skills and the special abilities that one must have to perform this job correctly. 

Garrett:
Some skills may seem simple. Toss a weight in a line, but aren't. Other events, like the work climb are involved and complex. There are five different stations in one tree with tasks to complete at each station. There are bells to ring, buckets to hit. 

Woman:
You got it. 

Garrett:
The climbers swing and sprint down branches. The work climb is just one of five events that test the skills and talents the tree trimmers need. 

Man:
Nice and smooth, Kevin. 

Allison:
You need, number one, a sense of a love of climbing, because in order to get up to your trees, you need to do a lot of acrobatics to be able to arrive up there. 

Garrett:
To arrive there and then to thrive there. 

Allison:
The physical challenge of it, to get that balance just right, and then to understand equipment, how to properly use that rope, which knots to use, and if you are able to understand how to use that equipment, you can almost defy gravity. 

Man:
Make it yours. 

Man:
You got it. 

Garrett:
Gravity, of course, never goes away. 

Man:
Just hang in there, buddy. We got the EMT ready for you. 

Garrett:
One of the other requirements in the jamboree is the aerial rescue. 

Man:
I'm on my way up. Just hang tight, buddy. 

Man:
We're going to get you out of here. 

Garrett:
A climber must go through the motions required to rescue a co-worker rendered unconscious by a power line, illness, or a fall. The climber has five minutes to find, secure, and carry down their comrade, played here by a 150-pound dummy. 

Allison:
The most critical thing is being safe. 

Man:
Nice and smooth. I don't want to be the second victim. 

Allison:
This is a very unforgiving environment, and one could easily make a mistake that could lead to a very serious injury. 

Garrett:
Speed and agility are important, but safety is paramount. 

Allison:
If you're doing things that are unsafe, you will have points taken away from your score. 

Garrett:
This Tree Trimmers' Jamboree centers around the competition, but it is still at its heart a jamboree. 

Man:
Nice job. 

Garrett:
And the dictionary definition of a jamboree is a noisy celebration. The jamboree celebrates those hard-working professionals who care for our trees. The jamboree is held in the glory days of summer, but tree trimmers like Joel Donner are up on the job every day of the year pruning, shaping trees, for aesthetics, for safety. Sometimes downing a rotted one. Their workplace is in the trees, the ultimate in an office with a view. 

Man: 
Sometimes I'm in there four hours before I hit the ground. Sometimes I have them send up water, a sandwich, something, just so I can get through the tree. Everybody should try to get up there and look around. 

Allison:
Once you get up in that tree and you're in a world where there's only birds flying around, you get a view of the earth that you certainly don't see when you're trapped on the ground itself, it's just amazing, absolutely beautiful. It's peaceful. You have a great comfort in holding on to very strong wood. You're tied in, you feel secure after a while. You feel that you have defied the gods for the moment by defying gravity. 

Loew: 

If you're not squeamish about heights, check out the Tree Trimmer Jamboree yourself on July 6th at Regner Park in West Bend.
Graphic: Arborists are also known as "tree surgeons."

Source: Wisconsin Arborists Association.
Loew: 

Time for this week's selection from the Wisconsin Public Television video vault. Our Wisconsin Retro report takes us back to 1985 to shape molten glass into delicate works of art.
John Abler: 

My name is John Atwood. My wife Bonnie and I produce stain-glassed windows, etchings. We operate on glass and Kiel. I would say we've been doing this glass from about 1978. So five or six years we've been doing glasswork.
Every project is different so it's really interesting. You're not stuck doing the same thing over and over. The physical things, cutting and all that are the same, but the projects and the colors and the way they're put together are all a little different all the time. It keeps on changing.
It's being able to take a sheet of glass, I guess, and take a particular piece out of that and transform it into a sea or an element that you can see and it doesn't look like it was when it originally was made, the glass itself. You can take those little pieces and put them all together and make something completely different.
Bonnie Abler: 

My interest in glass, I have to agree with John with his statement, is the beauty of it, taking a large chunk of glass and making little pieces and putting the puzzle together and making a big unique beautiful piece to look at in your window.  People come in with an idea and it's a custom order.
John: 

We take a person's idea and we transfer that into glass.
Bonnie: 

My part in it is mostly the artistic part. I don't do any of the assembly work myself. I do the artwork and pass it on to John. He does the assembly work. When I have that drawing completed and colored in choosing of the glass, I have a feeling of-- I've pleased them. I've pleased myself. I've pleased them. I know this is going to turn out to be a nice piece.
John: 

First of all, I start out with the initial drawing, which I get from Bonnie. The cutting, I use the templates. With my cutter, I go around my template, tap it to break it, using a pliers to break any other unwanted glass, lay it back on my padding. Once that is completed, I go up and set up my initial drawing for the assembly of the window. Each of the pieces of glass that I cut, I know what it's going to look like in my mind before it's done. There are certain pieces that are always really nice. You just want to almost keep them for yourself. Those are definitely signed pieces. Our better pieces always have some sort of signature on them, so that 100 years down the road someone will know that someone named Abler did it.
Loew:

The Ablers tell us they now create everything from the custom stained glass you saw in that report to metal designs and wooden pottery. They specialize in creating and restoring church windows. That's our program for this week. Join us next time, when we'll introduce you to an internationally respected spiritual leader who found sanctuary here in Wisconsin. Learn why people travel from around the world to visit him.

Woman: 

He's a spiritual master. I think anybody from any religious background could learn something that would help them in their own practice.
Loew: 

That's next time. For now, we'll leave you with a look at Toft Point during the wintertime. For "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew. See you next time.
