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Patty Loew: 

Welcome to our summer season of "In Wisconsin." We're at Whitefish Dunes State Park in Door County. Hello everyone, I'm Patty Loew. This week, find out what this man's grandson was doing on the computer that caused his grandpa to be sued for more than a half million dollars.
Man: 

I told him, I said, "I don't know what you're talking about. I wouldn't even know how to go about that. I'm not a really computer literate person."
Loew: 

Discover the way two Bayfield County sheep farmers are learning to live with predators.
Woman: 

This is wolf territory that we've come into and chosen to be in. We need to learn to live within that system.
Loew: 

Rev up your engines for a trip back to a time when cars were king.
Man: 

Yeah, I've done everything you can see to it. It was nothing like the original at all. I painted it, side pipes, the white stripe and the whole works.
Loew: 

All that plus more of the scenery from Whitefish Dunes State Park, "In Wisconsin." For many of us, Internet technology can be dizzying. As fast as you learn the latest, it changes. That's what happened to a Racine grandfather. He found himself in a world of trouble without really understanding how it happened.
Fred Lawrence:
I said, “I don't know what you're talking about. I wouldn't even know how to go about that.” 

Freyberg:
Retiree Fred Lawrence was in the dark when Hollywood lawyers contacted him about pirating first-run films off the Internet. But it turned out Lawrence's 12-year-old grandson, Ben, had downloaded four movies on the family's home computer. 


Ben:
I downloaded four movies. I-Robot, The Grudge, The Forgotten, and The Incredibles. 

Freyberg:
The boy quickly fessed up but says he believed it when the Internet site where he found the films declared them 100% legal. 

Why did you download them? 

Ben:
They were out and I wanted to see them. 

Freyberg:
Big mistake. The film industry first asked his grandfather to pay $4,000 to avoid a copyright infringement suit. When he said he couldn't afford it, the stakes got higher. Three movie studios slapped him with a $600,000 lawsuit, $150,000 for each title. 

Lawrence:
I was just dumbfounded. I said if I couldn't pay $4,000 it's highly unlikely I could pay $600,000. 

Freyberg:
That's where it stood, until a Milwaukee copyright lawyer came to the family's rescue. She negotiated a settlement that threw out the lawsuit in return for Ben speaking to others his age about the dangers of downloads. 

Ben:
I downloaded the four movies and sooner or later my grandpa got in a lot of trouble. 

Jill Welytok:
Ben was not the only child downloading and not the only family involved in litigation for video downloading. 

Freyberg:
Because the movie industry is dead serious when it comes to illegal down loads or Internet piracy. 

Cara Duckworth:
The industry has lost billions of dollars. These are huge numbers. 

Freyberg:
When do you know when something is an illegal download? It's not always easy to tell. The Motion Picture Association has these tips. They say watch for titles that are too new to be true. Like movies that are still in the theaters and you get what you pay for. Low prices for movies are another indication of pirated titles. The Motion Picture Association says there are legitimate online services including Movielink, Cinemanow, I-Film, Moviefix and Vongo. To stem its losses, the industry is pushing hard to get the word out about Internet piracy. 

Woman:
You find it on the Internet and download it when nobody is looking. Is that legal? Nobody is looking, who cares? 

Freyberg:
This safety expert works with the movie industry to clue kids in to Internet piracy. She got middle school students in suburban Milwaukee talking about what she calls the high price of free movies.

Woman:
Somebody may show up, knock on your door and sue you for a lot of money. 

Freyberg:
She traveled to Wisconsin in connection with the settlement agreement and the film industry's lawsuit against Fred Lawrence. 

Woman:
I want you to meet Ben. Come up here.

Ben:
I'm here today because I want you to know it's not worth getting movies free online. No matter how cool it is. You can get in big trouble and get other people in a lot of trouble also. 

Freyberg:
Most of the kids listening to Ben's warning could relate. 

You guys have experience with downloading movies? 

Girl:
Yes. 

Freyberg:
These teenagers were not aware of the consequences. 

Boy:
I didn't know the punishment was so bad, either. So much money you could get sued for. 

Duckworth:
We don't want to take money out of people's pockets. We want to educate and empower and let people know about the dangers of certain file sharing networks and the consequences of piracy, which is why we're so fortunate that the Lawrences have agreed to help us out on this and educate people. 

Freyberg:
Yes, the Lawrences agreed to help the movie industry in return for the lawsuit being dropped. The educate instead of litigate route is a new direction for the film industry. It was tried out for one of the first times here in Wisconsin. The move is directed at young teenagers, the group largely responsible for illegal downloading and this case of a 12-year-old and his grandfather was right out of central casting. 

Welytok:
In this case we were dealing with a child. Someone 12 years old at the time. I think this child did not understand what he was doing was wrong. But through programs like this other children in this age group will. 

Lawrence:
I know that this is going to be helpful, if the word gets out that hey, you know, this could happen to you, too. 

Freyberg:
Besides, Fred Lawrence says, even full-priced store-bought movies don't pinch the pocketbook like the one-two punch he managed to dodge. 

Lawrence:
Even if you pay $20 for a film, it is a lot cheaper than $600,000. 

Loew: 

The attorney for the Lawrences says she has clients in six new cases involving the music industry. These involve people who've downloaded music onto their computer. The music industry is threatening large lawsuits if smaller settlements aren't paid.
Graphic: 

Can you guess how much in domestic sales the music and movie industries made in 2005?
The music industry generated about $12 billion...

The motion picture industry made $8.8 billion in box office sales.

Source: PIC Research Foundation of Franklin Pierce & Box Office Mojo
Loew: 

Our next report takes us to Bayfield County to the heart of wolf territory. Some think it's a good idea that wolves are making a comeback, but others see a larger wolf population as a threat. We met a pair of sheep farmers, who found a solution to their wolf problem by turning to a trio of cunning canines.
Joanne Garrett:
Just off County A in Bayfield County in the heart of the far north is the Morning View Farm owned by Larry Fickbohm and Gayle Gonsior and their family. It's 300 acres. The family has horses, peacocks, chickens, and sheep, lots of sheep. 

Larry Fickbohm:
We have approximately 250 ewes. Right now we're looking at around 400 lambs.  We raise some cattle with them. 

Garrett:
And amid all those sheep is another animal that looks like a sheep. 

Fickbohm:
Kind ever blends right in, doesn't he? Yeah. 


Garrett:
This sheep-like dog is called a Maremma. They stand about two and a half feet tall and weigh in at 70 to 100 pounds. There are three of them, Jose, Moses, and Lola, and they play an important role on this farm. They're not pets. They're protection for the sheep flock. 

Fickbohm:
We're in the heart of predator territory. It's probably the most predators in the state right here. The other day I saw a bear right up the road. I saw a coyote when I was cutting hay the other day, and I often hear wolves. 

Garrett:
The heart of predator territory. 

Fickbohm:
We saw where a fawn had been killed by a wolf, and that's only a half-mile away from here, and you can tell because a coyote will eat around the bones and the wolf will eat right through the bones. The backbone is cut right in half. 

Garrett:
And sheep like these are easy prey. Three years ago, the family had firsthand experience with what predators can do to a flock. 

Fickbohm:
We went out one morning and I think we found about 15 lambs that were chewed up, dead, killed. 

Gayle Gonsior
One year there were 28 carcasses that were found. 

Garrett:
This is not a hobby farm. Fickbohm makes his living as a farmer and losses like those were unacceptable. 

Gayle Gonsior
It's not a very pretty thing to see. It was very distressing, you know, and we think, what could we have done differently? And we felt somewhat to blame that we didn't protect them better. 

Garrett:
At the time of the wolf strike they had only two Maremmas, Jose and Moses. For years two dogs had been enough for predator control, but Wisconsin's wolf population has multiplied in recent years, so after the wolf strike three years ago they added a third dog, Lola. The math is now three Maremmas for 650 sheep, patrolling a 300-acre farm. Despite the increase in wolves, three Maremmas has been enough to keep wolves and other predators away. 

Fickbohm:
So far it's been successful. It's been three years since we've had a wolf strike, and I guess they're all over the place. I can hear them all the time. 

Garrett:
Maremmas are described as livestock protection dogs, or flock guarding dogs. Their origin is Italy, where they've been guarding sheep for 2,000 years. Different breeds of flock guarding dogs have been used by shepherds around the world, but it wasn't until the 1970s that Maremmas were brought to the U.S. to work on sheep farms like these. It's common to see a border collie herding sheep. 

Fickbohm:
Come on. Bring 'em up. Bring 'em up. Bring et up. Hut, hut, hut, hut. 

Garrett:
But you'll never see a Maremma herding sheep. Maremmas have no herding instinct. Instead you'll see Maremmas within a herd patrolling, protecting, or sometimes even leading the herd. 

Fickbohm:
Actually, I've seen one dog hold the sheep at the gate while the other dog goes around the boundaries and then he comes back and like, Okay, let them in. 

Garrett:
They check out the territory, make sure it's safe. 

Fickbohm:
They're bred to protect, to protect the animals that they're with. 

Garrett:
And they're with this flock 24/7, winter and summer on their own patrolling, protecting. 

Fickbohm:
They mark a lot of their territory by urinating and defecating. We've gone out in the wintertime and have seen packed snow where the trail just keeps going around and around. They kind of have a perimeter that they keep checking over and over and over again. They can be 3/4 of a mile around. 

Garrett:
So how do you get this dedication? How do you train a Maremma to do this? Answer, you don't. 

Gayle Gonsior
We don't train the Maremmas. 

Fickbohm:
You let the instinct work, and you let the instinct work by not training these dogs. They know no commands whatsoever. They don't know their name. Everything is instinct, and that's the goal. It's not to socialize these dogs. If you socialize them, they'll be in your driveway, and that's not what they're here for. They're here to protect the animals. 

Garrett:
The bonding is best begun when the dogs are puppies. 

Fickbohm:


They were born in November. It was cold, and we had some wool around from the last time we sheered, and I took a fleece and put it right there in the northwest with them, and then I made a pen right in the middle of the sheep pasture. They were engulfed by the sheep. That's the kind of thing you have to do when they're a pup to get them to bond. 

Gayle Gonsior
Come on, Moses. He'll come as far as where I can touch his chin and that's about all. To give him a shot we've got to trick him and tackle him. It's really hard. 

Garrett:
Maremmas know their humans, but they're not bonded to them. This is their pack, and this passive looking dog can be very aggressive in protecting it. 

Fickbohm:
I came around the corner with the border collie and we chased up a coyote that was really close to the sheep, and you went around the corner and he went smack dab where the guard dogs was. And it was an awesome sight. It was an ugly sight. The coyote was like a dishrag. It lasted for a second. 

Gayle Gonsior:
It went after him. 

Fickbohm:
He went from one extreme, this mild-mannered dog to a vicious fighter in a matter of seconds. And I've seen him chase bear right out of the pasture also, right on the bear's tail. 

Garrett:
Wolves, the Maremmas traditional foe, require a bit more. 

Fickbohm:
A dog is not going to be able to fight with a wolf and come out alive. I don't care what kind of a dog you have. That's not going to happen. 

Garrett:
But a pack of dogs, big imposing dogs like these Maremma, deter the wolves by barking and charging, holding their ground. 

Fickbohm:
Before we got the guard dogs, I used to hear the sheep all the time. Wake up in the middle of the night. Geez, what's going on out there or whatever? And now I sleep through the night because I know I've got protection out there. 

Garrett:
The protection team. 

Fickbohm:
It's a communication system. They work as a team. 

Garrett:
We saw some of that teamwork in action. The Maremmas were friendly enough toward us while we were filming, and the family was around. Jose settled down for a nap. Moses hopped the fence to go off and patrol the farm. But when Jose woke up and found us in the field with the sheep and without the family, he sounded the alarm.

And Moses came running. They joined forces, formed a barrier between us and the sheep, and kept watch until we left the field. 

Gayle Gonsior
They almost have the pack mentality themselves like wolves do. They have a wolf pack thing, where they work together. Wolves are extremely social and they work within that pack for everything, raising their young and kills and everything else. And I think these dogs do some of that same thing. They're communicating, they're wandering, trading back and forth, the type of guarding they do. 

Garrett:
Maremmas can cost around $500. At a time when the pressures between people and predators, particularly wolves, are growing ever stronger, these dogs offer a relatively low cost, no-kill solution for coexistence. Gonsior and Fickbohm feel very strongly that the wildlife, particularly wolves, is an essential part of the Northwoods. Wildlife is part of the reason why they live there. 

Gayle Gonsior
I firmly believe that this is wolf territory. This is bear territory that we've come into and chosen to be in. We need to learn to live within that system as best we can, and the dogs help us do that and still farm without negatively impacting our business. 

Fickbohm:
I honestly don't think that we could be in business here without these guard dogs. 

Loew: 

Since we first produced that report, one of the dogs, Lola, has been sold to another farm, but her pup Lena, is now part of the team with Jose and Moses.
Graphic: 

How many pounds of food does a Maremma eat in one day?

A. 1/2 lb.

B. 1 lb.

*C. 2 lb. 

D. 5 lb.

Source: Maremma Sheepdog Club of America
Loew: 

Time now for a Wisconsin Retro report. Art Hackett produced this cruise back in time to 1980. 

Sgt. Pete Peloquin: 

By estimation on a weekend night you might find as many as 100 or 150 driving around, looking for friends, something to do. Meet in the parking lot.
Art Hackett: 

Is the high cost of gasoline made any difference as far as you can tell?
Peloquin: 

We find that they tend to park more often than they previously did.
Hackett: 

But they're still out there?
Peloquin: 

They're still out there and they're still driving.
Hackett: 

In some cities it's called the strip. Here in Janesville it's called the circuit. A pair of one-way streets that run back and forth across the Rock River in the middle of downtown.
A few years ago Don might have been polishing his car in preparation for cruising the circuit, but now he says he's just going out on a date.
Don: 

It's not as packed as it used to be. It's probably because of the gas prices.
Hackett: 

That's what we expected. Rising fuel prices, cars too expensive for teens to afford, an American Institution coasting to an out of gas halt. >> Woman: We just don't do that.
Hackett: 

Why not?
Woman: 

Gas is too precious to us.
Hackett: 

But, as Sergeant Peloquin hinted, some people are still driving.
Man: 

Back when I first started cruising, people used to kind of cruise nonstop all night long. We'd pull in the plaza here and we'd talk. Once in awhile we'd play Frisbee. After they closed down the plaza to us, then people started cruising around a little more. Then, gas got a little expensive so now we try to find a parking lot where we can.
Hackett: 

What's the meaning in all of this?
Man: 

Well a person can't sit home on Friday and Saturday nights. And most of the bars around town are pretty worthless. If you don't want to sit and get drunk all night, you come down town for a little excitement. Actually, I think it's good clean fun.
Hackett: 

If gas were a little cheaper, do you think you might be out cruising tonight?
Woman: 

Not the circuit.
Hackett: 

What's dangerous about it?
Woman: 

You just don't know who you're going to meet down there. Rough crowd down there.
Man: 

A lot of the girls I went to high school with, wouldn't be caught dead on the circuit. It was considered a low class thing to do. It was for all those gear heads to come down town and see if his machine was fast enough.
Hackett: 

Whatever the appeal, an appeal is still there. The circuit draws cruisers from as far away as Rockford, Illinios.
Man: 

A lot more people around on the streets. You've gotta watch out for them, you can't be just driving along. You've got to watch out for them. They're always watching out for you.

Hackett: 

You think there are more kids on the streets?
Man: 

Yeah.
Hackett: 

How do you explain that with the higher cost of operating a car?
Man: 

You can't.  I come up about once ever two weeks.
Hackett: 

How much time do you think you'll spend out here tonight?
Man: 

Half a tank's worth.
Man: 

Mainly it's to see everyone else's car. Then you get ideas for your own.
Hackett: 

This is basically a four-door Ambassador Sudan, a pretty sedate car.
Man: 

Yeah, I've done everything you can see to it because it was nothing like the original at all. I painted it, side pipes, the white stripe, the whole works. There's a lot more kids doing it. There's a lot of them doing it.
Hackett: 

I would think, with the cost of gas going up, that would slow it down.
Man: 

Yeah, I haven't been coming up as much as I generally do, but I do about every two or three weeks, just to see the new cars.
Woman: 

I just come down to see my friends.
I'm not one of those that's impressed by a fast car. 

Hackett: 

What type of car does impress you?
Woman: 

One that runs.
Hackett: 

Do you think there are a lot of girls that are still impressed by fast cars?
Woman: 

Yeah, I think it's mostly the younger set. You know, the ones that have just gotten their license and are still in high school.
Woman: 

Excitement. Can't afford movies or bowling right now.
Hackett: 

Were we never impressed by big cars?
Woman: 

Last summer I was, not this summer.
Hackett: 

What kind of cars impress you?
Woman: 

Cameros.
Hackett: 

We thought about building this story around that theme, but the thrills aren't gone, at least not all of them. Why else would people drive from miles around to drive around some more? One circuit rider we talked to asked us to say something nice about the circuit. We dubbed the whole affair, American Institution, what more could he ask for. But that institution is suffering a little and those that are just starting out with it are hoping that it will survive.
Woman: 

If everybody does it, even the old people.
Loew: 

Two years after Art filed that report back in 1980, the Janesville City Council passed an anti cruising ordinance effectively stalling out the young car enthusiasts. But in recent years, Janesville seems to be looking back a little more fondly on its motor past. The city organized an event called Chevys on the circuit, celebrating the tradition of classic cars riding the circuit. Events that included inviting artists to paint small Chevy replicas. There's also a car show, featuring what else, Chevys, planned for June 24th. That's our program. Tune in next time when we'll join these tree trimmers as they show off their skills 30 feet off the ground

Man: 

Find the inner squirrel. 

Loew:

That's next time. We leave you tonight with some more scenes from beautiful Whitefish Dunes State Park, but in the wintertime, still beautiful, but a bit colder than it is right now. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time.
