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Patty Loew:

Hello everyone, welcome to our summer season of “In Wisconsin.”  I’m Patty Loew.  Over the next three months, we’re traveling to some of our favorite state parks to bring you some of our favorite stories from through out the year.  Today we’re at Whitefish Dunes State Park in Door County.  We’ll show you more of this park later on in the program.  But first, find out why doctors say this teen shouldn’t have to take a leap of faith when it comes to his health.

Woman:

They need to be empowered so they can say, "Hey, this is what I need to help me have the best and safest life I can."
Loew:

Meet a leader of the Lac Du Flambeau Tribe who lived through some of Northern Wisconsin's most turbulent times.
Man:

Some of those landings sort of felt like some of those war chiefs.
Loew:

And discover how this machine is making life sweeter for cranberry farmers.
Man:

I think that within three to five years the vast majority of crops will be harvested with this machine.
Loew:

All that plus we'll introduce you to two strangers who became friends through a popular summer pastime, "In Wisconsin."

Loew:

There's good news when it comes to fighting childhood cancer, 80% of children diagnosed now survive. But this growing number of survivors is now at risk for other health problems caused by the very treatment that saved them. In this next report, we introduce you to an Oregon teen who is learning to advocate for his own future good health.

Frederica Freyberg:
Fourteen-year-old Cody Hasslinger likes to take risks on his inline skates. For his mom, Cathy, it's a little scary, but she'll take it. 

Cathy Hasslinger:
It's fabulous to see Cody doing something that's so exciting and that he feels so alive. 

Freyberg:
Cody's health and strength as an eighth grader is a sharp contrast to the nearly terminal diagnosis he received 10 years ago. When Cody was four, his mom said he had an ear infection that wouldn't go away. Doctors saw something more, and that led to a dread diagnosis, a rare type of fast-growing lymphoma cancer. 

Cathy:
He had tumors in his lungs and liver and kidneys, and his bone marrow was saturated. 

Freyberg:
Cathy Hasslinger said doctors told her that day they were just hours from losing Cody. They immediately began aggressive chemotherapy, but the anti-cancer drugs were very hard on the little boy. 

Cathy:
When Cody was treated, the chemo took a toll on him, and it took a very, very long time for his body to recover. 

Cody Hasslinger:
I had to take shots so I could grow and like be as tall as everyone and as big as everyone else. 

Freyberg:
For six years Cody had to have daily shots of growth hormone. Besides that, he was tired and weak. 

Cody:
I used to get hurt easier, like I'd break bones easier and stuff. 

Freyberg:
But 10 years out, he's turned the corner. He is cancer free and healthy. 

Cathy:
Cody's doing great. 

Cody:
Like I can run, jump, and skate, and like just be normal. 

Freyberg:
But for Cody and hundreds of cancer survivors like him, just being normal means having a heightened awareness of his health. 

Diane Puccetti:
It's thought that about 2/3 of all child cancer survivors are going to have some health-relate t issues, so that's a fair number. 

Freyberg:
These issues are called late effects, problems that can happen after radiation and drug treatment for cancer. The physical late effects include second cancers, growth problems, heart problems, and fertility issues. 

Peggy Possin:
Thirty years ago a child who was diagnosed with a cancer often didn't have to worry about long-term late effects because most children did not do well. And so the fact that so many children are surviving their cancers, it's a great problem to have, which is educating them so they can take care of themselves as adults. 

Puccetti:
I was excited to think about you going to high school. I think you were-- were you in preschool when we met? 

Freyberg:
For young cancer survivors, part of taking care of themselves includes annual checkups and screenings for late effects. At this clinic, the UW-children's hospital Caring for Life Program, Cody and other young survivors also learn to understand their own health history. 

Possin:
All the different types of chemotherapy that you received. 

Freyberg: 
This clinic and a growing number of similar ones across the country are designed to educate young cancer survivors so when they become adults they can ask for certain screening tests. Dr. Diane Puccetti is the Caring for Life Medical Director. She says it's not uncommon for doctors who treat young adults to overlook previous cancer treatment as they did in one young woman she knows. 

Puccetti:
She said never once has any physician asked her about her treatment. They said, “Oh, you had a brain tumor. Well that's, you know, wow.” 

Freyberg:
Dr. Puccetti says caring for cancer survivors needs to go way beyond astonishment that they made it. 

Puccetti:
They need to be empowered so they can say, “Hey, you know, I had this treatment. Yes, I'm a survivor, but I have some issues related to that, and this is what I need to help me best, have the best and safest life that I can.” 

Freyberg:
Survivor Cody Hasslinger seems to be pushing the limits of safety in his life right now, but already having battled death and won, he's getting ready to take on the world learning all the right moves to make sure the world is ready for him. 

Loew:

A new Independent Lens Film called "A Lion in the House" follows the intimate and personal journeys of five young cancer patients and their families over a six-year period. It airs in two parts. You can watch it here on Wisconsin Public Television at 8pm on June 21 and 22. 

Everyone knows Wisconsin is a leading producer of cheese, but did you know Wisconsin leads the nation in the production of cranberries. That's right. In 2005, Wisconsin produced 3.66 million barrels of the tart red fruit. That's all good news to cranberry grower Dan Brockman. Brockman last fall showed us an invention that he thinks may help him reap the benefits of Wisconsin's successful cranberry industry.

Andy Soth:
If you've never seen cranberries harvested before, you may not know that that's what Dan Brockman is doing. But even veteran cranberry growers would wonder how exactly he's harvesting the berries. 

Dan Brockman:
I always figured that there's a better way to do just about any job, just you have to figure it out, you know. 

Soth:
What Brockman has figured out may revolutionize the cranberry industry. 

Brockman:
I think that within three to five years the vast majority of the crops will be harvested with this machine. 

Soth:
Brockman's machine is called the Ruby Slipper, named for the way it slips the ruby red fruit off the vine. 

Brockman:
Cranberry vine with the berries on is hit by this bar and the berries get stripped off and the vine just slides through underneath. 

Soth:
The fruit that's picked off the vine floats in a flooded bog. It's rounded up, cleaned, and sent for processing into juice or into cranberry sauce, where the berries can be dried and sweetened. Long ago, cranberries were picked by hand, and then growers developed hand rakes to strip the fruit from the vine. After World War II growers like Carl Getzinger and Bob Case developed the first mechanical pickers that still bear their names. It's been the cranberry tradition that growers develop their own equipment. 

Brockman:
In the whole scheme of agriculture, cranberries are a pretty small business. It's probably maybe less than a thousand, maybe 1,000 cranberry growers in the whole United States. So a company, like John Deere, probably isn't going to manufacture specific dedicated cranberry equipment. 

Soth:
But Brockman's business partner, a small family business in Wisconsin Rapids called BDT does specialize in cranberry equipment. 

Dave Dix:
We're centrally located in Wisconsin, so we get a lot of the growers that are just in this regional area that are coming to us for different applications, and throughout the years of working with these people, we've developed different products for them. 

Soth:
Dix says the Ruby Slipper can do the job about five times faster than this machine called the water wheel, or a beater. The beater has been standard equipment for about the last quarter century. 

Brockman:
The nice thing with this machine, too, is its simplicity. There's a lot less moving parts, a lot less things that could potentially break, and it's also a lot easier on the cranberry plants themselves and on the fruit. 

Soth:
Brockman says the individual spring-mounted feet on the Slipper mean it can better handle uneven terrain getting berries the beater misses and produce a higher yield. Unlike the old beater, the Ruby Slipper is an implement that attaches to a conventional farm tractor. 

Brockman:
I didn't want a dedicated piece of equipment that sat in the shed 11 or 11 and a half months only to be used during harvest. 

Soth:
While the Ruby Slipper is a new technology, it is part of a long tradition of cranberry growers inventing their own tools. But unlike Getzinger and Case, Brockman won't name it for himself. 

Brockman:
I don't name things after me. I want a name people will remember. Everyone remembers Ruby Slipper. 

Graphic:

Cranberries are one of only three fruits native to North America. Can you guess the other two? Blueberries and Concord Grapes

Source: Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers Association

Loew:

The man in our next story is also something of an entrepreneur. Tom Maulson is a Lac Du Flambeau businessman who led the so-called Walleye Warriors in the 1980s. He was a vocal advocate for Chippewa Spear fishing and went on to become an even more outspoken tribal president. I had the opportunity to sit down and talk with him awhile back.
Loew:
Tom Maulson looms large in Indian country, a towering physical presence matches the high profile he attained in the 1980s as leader of the Walleye Warriors, an activist Native American group that asserted Ojibwa treaty rights.

Tom Maulson:
They talked about not hating Indians, still violating our civil rights, violating our movement. Fear for our lives.

Loew:
His active IV during spear fishing is just one entry on his native rights resume. Others include eight years as president of Lac Du Flambeau. He's been a police officer, game warden, grant writer, and independent businessman. A lifelong resident of Lac Du Flambeau, he has quite literally seen it all.

Maulson:
I remember when they brought Lac Du Flambeau the commodity truck where they had corn meal and used to call cans of monkey meat. When they did give away U.S. government blankets, the Army blankets that they gave away and the hob nail shoes from the Korean War, or whatever, at that particular time and us kids didn't have shoes at that time. Lived in the old paper shacks.

Loew:
His mother was Ojibwa, his father was white, a businessman who inspired young Tom to entrepreneurship at a young age.

Maulson:
It rained; we made sure we were the first ones early in the morning picking all the worms.
We'd take the worms sell them to the stores uptown. I guess that's what started my entrepreneurship.

Loew: 
You were a worm wrangler. What else have you done? Owned a bar?

Maulson:
Owned a bar. First of all worked for my dad for quite a few years.

Loew:
Doing what?

Maulson:
Roofing. I ran the camp ground for almost seven years. We got ourselves into a restaurant business uptown. We had that for 12 years. We got ourselves into the storage facility business, propane business. We got some log cabin units that we built here about five years ago and got out of the food business and went into a studio apartments right on the lake here.

Loew:
Maulson's business instincts, his ability to organize and negotiate, served him well during the spear fishing controversy. But he says the experience transformed him. In 1989, the height of the violence, the pipe carriers, the Ojibwa people began to meet him.

Maulson:
I had people come and smoke at my house and we'd talk about stories and I heard many of the stories that were, they probably brought me up to way back, you know, when those treaties were signed. And that was an education that I was getting. And at some of those landings, sort of felt like some of those war chiefs that had that shirt on that you couldn't, you know, bullets couldn't penetrate, you know. And when I was there, I never really felt scared.

Man:
Why should you be more equal than us under the law?

Maulson:
We would smoke the pipe, we'd smudge. We'd do the things that we're told by those old people to do. And that would sort of give you sort of just like a cloud around them. And sort of protect it.

Loew:
Maulson says treaty rights reintroduced him to his culture. He learned things and began to pass on that knowledge.

Maulson:
That's some of the role that I took as an Indian person, because I really wasn't an Indian person up until that time. I never really took the initiative to understand, you know, my Anshaba name, my background, what Flambeau is about.

Loew:
What is your name?

Maulson:
Madawash. That means “cloud coming.”

Loew:
Sometimes you bring much needed rain and sometimes you just, you know, scare the life out of people.

Maulson:
Scare the living hell out of some people.

Loew:
In 1991, the Lac Du Flambeau tribal membership voted Maulson president of the tribe, but after eight years, just as Maulson was finding his national voice, tribal members voted him out.

Maulson:
Hatfield and McCoy stuff, you know. That happens here on reservations too. I guess that's all right. I didn't want to die in office. I never wanted to plan that. But I think I felt good about the things that I did do in office.

Loew:
His most significant accomplishment, he says, is helping to make the state aware of treaty rights and native sovereignty. The right of Indian nations to self-determination. A right compromised, he believed, in the latest gaming compacts.

Maulson:
I think we shouldn't have to pay the state of Wisconsin one iota dime, to do business here, because we were here before them.

Loew:
What about opening up the books to show the state auditors?

Maulson:
Why should we have to show them anything? You know? That's just like you asking to see my books. I'll tell you go to hell. And tribal leaders should tell them to go to hell. They're a sovereign nation.

Loew:
That sovereignty, he says, is the key to a successful future.

Maulson:
We are a sovereign people that we are different and by saying different, I mean is that we have to continue to speak our language that Ojibwa moment to understand our duty, our Indian names, to listen to them drums. Bring, you know, people more closer to the earth.

Loew:
Twenty years from now, along with the scenic beauty, he'd like to see Indian-owned businesses, Indian managers in all facets of tribal government, a native-owned radio station, a tech school.

Maulson:
Number one, I see a whole bunch of young educated people making efforts to prepare for, I would probably say for the next generations. Because I guess as long as I have a breath, that will probably be the direction that I will continue to talk, that we need to have that preparation for tomorrow.

Loew:
When asked to show us his favorite place on the reservation, he took us here, to the fishing dock he built for his grandson Gigu, which appropriately enough means ¿fish¿ in the Ojibwa language. It's the place he comes to say Megwich, “thank you” to the fish that gave the tribe its name. Lac Du Flambeau, French for “lake of torches,” referring to early observations of this Ojibwa band spearing fish at night in Ojibwa it translates to Waswagne.

Maulson:
I see us as parents to have a better life for our kids. And if we're going to have a better life then we have to protect what's here. We have to say megwich to those birds that are chirping, those trees that continuously grow, the grass and I guess just a lot of down right respect for us taking that good deep breath of fresh air and hopefully one day that there can be a purifying system that's going to help the continuance of our yugus, our fish to live in Waswagne.

Loew:

Tom Maulson ended up being reelected to the Lac Du Flambeau Tribal Council last October. It’s time now for our Wisconsin Retro report. This one dates back to 1999 and features two men who, like Tom Maulson, share a deep love of fishing.

Jesse Re:

I think it's going to be a good day.

Mike Nelson:

We should be able to get into some fish.

Joanne Garrett:

Fishing adventures abound in this state. Far from the Northwoods, 30 minutes, in fact from Milwaukee is Lake Nemahbin .

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Nelson:

I love fishing during the week.

Garrett:

Another place of connection and escape and at the heart of it is fishing.

Man:

There we go. They're feeing themselves on minnows down here.

Garrett:

Two friends, Jessie Re of Wauwatosa of Mike Nelson of Delavan.  It was fishing that brought them together.

Re:

We met out here.  Mike loves fishing.  I love fishing.  That's how we met.

Garrett:

They met on this lake 10 years ago.  They fish.  They talk about fish.

Nelson:

I don't care to depend on my drag.  Just for the hook set.  Then I always hit my back reel.  That way I just give them line back.

Re:

I like playing that fish.

Garrett:

They talk about fishing and the rest of life.

Re:

I mean, those blue gills, man, they fight -- you know when a baby gets all upset.  Those blue gills fight like that.

Nelson:

I like to forget those days.

Garrett:

But most importantly, they spend time together.  That's not to say there isn't a little fishing rivalry between the two.

Re:

That's a nice little bass.  

Nelson:

Sure.

Garrett:

Nelson starts the day with a bass.

Nelson:

The kids love catching them.  It's fun.

Garrett:

Within 10 minutes, ray counters with a blue gill.

Re:

That's the kind you make nice potato chips out of.

Nelson:

Wait.  Whoa.

Re:

Oh, no.

Nelson:

There it is.  Nice bass.

Garrett:

Re ups the ante.

Nelson:

You kiss him first.  You kiss him first.  We have a great time.  Every time we get together, we have fun.  We catch fish.  He shares his knowledge with me.  I share mine with him.  We always get fish.  That's what it's all about.

Re:

That's right.  That is what it's all about.

Garrett:

These two end the day with a tally pretty even up.  Re keeps the blue gills.  It’s catch and release on the bass.

Re:

Relax.  I don't want to hurt you.  Relax.  Relax.  I won't hurt you.  Put you back.  Get big.

Garrett:

Re has a tradition.  When he's done with his fishing day, he takes his blue gills and heads to Milwaukee's Washington Park.

Re:

I give the fish to people fishing in these ponds because a lot of times the fish in these ponds aren't very big at all.  And these people are out here really fishing for something.  I mean they want to take these fish home and eat.  They want a fish fry.

Re:

How you all doing?  Good.  Good.  Say, listen.  I got some blue gills.  I got my share.  You all want some of these?  Hey, young man.  You been fishing today?  Yeah?  All right.  Hey, listen.  I got a lot of fish.  You want some of these.  I got a few you can have.  Look at this.  Look at this.  Come here.  See that?  Some nice blue gills, huh?  You grab it.  You grab that blue gill and you want to grab it from the front and they all want to fall down.

Garrett:

It's a chance to make connections, to share his knowledge about fishing with a much younger fishing friend.

Re:

This will get you a blue gill.  See these here?  You know what?  You go and cock that blue gill.

Garrett:

Passing it on.  It's an important part of what fishing is all about.  But it's just one part.

Re:

If I don't catch anything, it's not going to matter today, because as long as I'm not in the city, I'm out here, this wind's catching me, it's fresh air, good company, good company, Cut it out, Michael, and I can just be out here.  Hey.  I'm having a good time.  There's nothing better.  Nothing better.  

Loew:

Fishing remains a hot summer pastime. So far this year, nearly half a million fishing licenses have been sold in Wisconsin.  You can visit our Web site and we’ll tell you more about how to get a license and about fishing in general “In Wisconsin.” That’s our program for this week. Join us next time when we’ll tell you what this man’s grandson was doing on the computer that cost his grandpa to be sued for more than half a million dollars.  

Man:

I told them, I said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about. I wouldn’t even know how to go about that. I’m not a real computer literate person. 

Loew:

That’s next time.  We leave you tonight with more scenery from Whitefish Dunes State Park.  For “In Wisconsin,” I’m Patty Loew.  Thanks for joining us.

