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Patty Loew:

It's Memorial Day weekend and we are here at the State Capitol in Madison.  Later in the program, we'll tell you about some of the special services our state has planned for today.  Hello, everyone.  Welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew. This week, find out why the actions of this young marine from the village of Hobart made him one of the many heroes of the Iraq war.  

Man:

He jumped on the first humvee and as they went down the road they came to an intersection similar to the one that's right here. Twenty marines went in. Only eight came out.  

Loew:

One of these Green Bay students speaks English as a first language, the other Spanish.  Find out how they're taught in the same classroom without good grades getting lost in translation.  

Boy:

The best thing you can learn from other students, the language like English or they learn from us in Spanish.  

Loew:

And this man has devoted years in search of an elusive predator.  

Man:

I usually just come down and flip stuff just to see if I find anything.  

Loew:

Get a rare look at the animal called the farmer's friend.  All this plus a look at some beautiful prairie plants "In Wisconsin."   

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is right off Capitol Square in Madison.  And on this Memorial Day weekend we take the time to remember all veterans, especially those who have given their lives for their country.  They're not just names in newspaper stories or memories in museums.  They're our neighbors, our brothers, sisters and friends.  Andy Soth has the story of one of those soldiers.  

Andy Soth:

An intersection is the meeting of two roads, two possibilities.  This one is in northeastern Wisconsin, outside the home of Ryan Jerabek.  

Ken Jerabek:

This is where he grew up.  He played here, kicked the football around, fished in the pond.  

Rita Jerabek:

This was his home.  This is where he lived and played and grew up.  

Soth:

This is the road where he ran mornings before dawn, training his mind and body because he wanted to become a Marine.  

Ken:

Marines who served with him said he was a really special young man and a lot of them questioned what he was doing in the Marine Corps because he was so warm and such a gentle human being.  

Rita:

He believed in serving our country in every aspect and every element that he could muster in himself.  He was willing to give of himself before he would take another path in life.  

Soth:

Jerabek hoped to return to his high school as a history teacher after college.  His love of history came from his love of country, so first he chose a different path.  When that took him to Iraq, to a place called Ramadi, a stronghold of the Iraqi insurgency.  

Ken:

Four men were pinned down in the Euphrates River.  Some of them were Ryan’s friends.  He had just come off.  He had asked the sergeant to go along.  The sergeant told him to stay behind.  He had just come off of the night owl patrol and the sergeant said, no, stay behind.  Ryan says, no, make room, I'm coming.  So Ryan jumped on the first humvee.  As they went down the road, along with two other humvees, they came to an intersection similar to the one that's right here and 20 marines went in and only eight came out.  

Soth:

And now this intersection in northeastern Wisconsin is linked forever to that one thousands of miles away.  This pond is to the Euphrates River, this lawn where he threw a football to that spot where he lost his life.  

Ken:

Ryan was the last marine standing on his gun.  We know that he was hit five times, kept his machine gun going, saved the life of eight other marines until the fatal shot.    

Soth:

Here the Jerabek family built a memorial to Ryan and the other marines that fell that day.    

Man:

Present!  

Soth:

It was dedicated in the fall of 2004.  It was here, a year later, that the Jerabeks received Ryan's posthumously awarded bronze star.  

Ken:

But he wasn't there for the medals.  He was there to do his duty and come home.  We're proud of him.  I hope the state of Wisconsin is proud of him, of what he did.  

Soth:

What he did is an extraordinary act of courage.  But Ken also sees it as an act of kindness.  

Ken:

It's hard.  He was such a warm, special young man, so talented and so loving.  He always had a hug for everybody.  He never had anything bad to say about anybody.  He'd always be out to help somebody.  That was evident on that day.  He could have stayed behind.  He could have stayed behind.  But his brothers were in trouble and he jumped on that humvee without hesitation and went into combat and lost his life.  

Soth:

Ryan Jerabek's life journey was cut tragically short, but the measure of life is not always in its length, but in the way it intersects with others.  

Ken:

How much love he had from other people, how people thought about him, how many lives he touched and is continuing to touch.  

Rita:

He loved what he was doing.  He loved his brother marines and he gave his life to protect his brother marines.  And always in his heart was the thought of protecting us.    

Ken:

As long as I'm alive, I'll keep this alive and keep it growing so the people of Wisconsin and the nation don't forget the sacrifice.    

Loew:

At 18, Ryan Jerabek was the youngest Wisconsin soldier killed in Iraq.  Ryan's memorial is on the Jerabek family property, but they encourage the public to visit.  You can find directions to it on our Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin.  You can also find out about the Memorial Day services taking place here at the Capitol.    

We live in an increasingly global and connected society, a world in which we have almost instant access to events in Iraq and where Wisconsin corporations can do business with foreign companies half a world away.  It's a world where our children will need skills their grandparents never dreamed of.  Here's how one school in Green Bay is helping its students meet that challenge.  

Narrator:

Danz Elementary School in Green Bay looks like most other schools in Wisconsin and for 5th graders Marshall and Diego this history class is pretty much like any other, with one important difference.   What makes this class special is that today all their classes will be taught in Spanish.  Tomorrow they will all be taught in English.  One day in Spanish, the next in English.  It's all part of an innovative language program.  

Kimiko Ott:

The program is called the Two-Way Dual Immersion Program.  The goal of the program is to have the children go through the program entering at kindergarten and by the end of 5th grade be fluent in both English and Spanish.  

That constant exposure all day long really does speed up language acquisition.    

Narrator:

The Dual Immersion Program is designed to teach a second language to both native English speakers like Marshall and native Spanish speakers like Diego.  

Marshall McFarlin:

It's fun because you're not just doing one thing.  It's kind of boring to do the same things.  

Diego Garcia:

The best thing is you can learn from other students the language that like English or like that they learned from us in Spanish and all that and we like are like a whole community together.  

Narrator:

That's not to say the program doesn't present challenges to the students.  

Marshall:

The things like the words are different on the games and it's just-- it's kind of confusing sometimes.  

Diego:

The hardest thing is that sometimes we left off in a lesson that we wanted to finish in that language and then the next day we have to do it in the other-- in the different language.  

Narrator:

The bilingual Dual Immersion Program started at Danz Elementary five years ago.  Teachers who were pulling children out of the classroom for individualized language instruction began searching for a better way to teach.  

Patricia Agee-Aguayu:

Before we had the pull out program and we took the kids out of the classroom.  Add a teacher I was feeling really-- it wasn't a good feeling taking them out.  And self-esteem was very low for those kids.  Other children were making fun of them because they were not “smart” to be in the classroom with them.  And that was one of the reasons why we started talking about integration.  

Narrator:

Many teachers like Eva Olave say they've discovered benefits that go beyond language learning.  

Eva Olave:

People from my culture sometimes it's seen as -- and some other people see Hispanics speaking Spanish as something negative and many times our native Spanish-speaking students feel embarrassed to speak Spanish or ashamed that Spanish is their second language, and what I see happening in this program is that they get to see their native English-speaking peers learning Spanish and they get to feel proud about like their heritage, their culture and the language that they speak.  

Ott:

One of the main benefits to our native English speakers is that they are learning about a different culture.  They're learning about understanding a more global society.  And that understanding bridges relationships.  It expands their friendships.  And it builds confidence.  

Marshall:

It's nice because like because if you know English and the other people need to help them, it kind of makes you feel good about yourself like, oh, I know this, I can help them.  

Narrator:

According to the teachers, the sharing of knowledge and culture has also fostered friendships and understanding.  

Agee-Aguayu:

I see them working together, a lot of friendships and that is great.  That's what we want.  It's the social part that I see is very unique, what I see in this program.  In the academic I see the kids learning tons.  They're not getting behind, which is the concern of parents and teachers.  

Narrator:

Rather than falling behind, teachers believe that students in the bilingual immersion program are doing as well or better than students in a more traditional setting.  

Ott:

The children are scoring at or above their peers on the standardized tests that we take.  And research says that that will happen, and we have proof.  We have evidence of that success.  

Narrator:

The administrators and teachers at Danz School have found that the dual immersion program does require some additional resources.  

Jill Vandenberg:

The extra costs that would be involved in implementing this would be textbooks.  Our students have all their textbooks, social studies, math journals in Spanish and English.  Everything is presented in both languages.  So that is an additional cost, but a beneficial one.  As an English teacher, my partner as a Spanish teacher, she would be working anyways at the school pulling these students out for English support.  Now we are both together in the same classroom.  We're just putting all of our resources together in one room working together.  

Narrator:

As parents and teachers prepare children to succeed and thrive in a more diverse and complex society, innovation like this program at Danz Elementary may provide them with the tools they will need in the future.  

Marshall:

My dad always tells me if you stick with it and get older, you get a job, you can have any job you want because you're bilingual and you can speak to anybody.  

Diego:

Like Marshall was saying my parents said I learned both languages so that when I'm older I can get a good, good job.  

Ott:

Our children are growing up in a much more global society than some of us grew up in and this just prepares them for success in the future.  It's a great way to go.    

Loew:

Thanks to Producer Dean Thomas for that report and Wisconsin Public Radio Reporter Patty Murray for narrating it.    

Graphic:

Spanish is the second most common language (after English) in the U.S., and is the most widely taught non-English language in high schools and colleges.

Loew:

This is the time of year when many of us enjoy the warmer weather by getting out and taking a hike.  While some of us enjoy the scenery, others are looking for exercise.  One man has a totally different aim altogether.  He's in search of an elusive animal that can reach eight feet in length. Reporter Joanne Garrett has more.    

Joanne Garrett:

Josh Kapfer is looking.  

Josh Kapfer:

I usually just come down and flip stuff just to see if I find anything.    

Garrett:

Looking hard.  For snakes.  

Kapfer:

It's so hard to resist.  Turn this over

Garrett:

Kapfer is a Ph.D. candidate and an instructor at the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.  

Kapfer:

Oh, come on.  

Garrett:

And a herpetologist.  

Kapfer:

When you're flipping these pieces of tin, there's such anticipation.  Like will this be the one that there's a snake under.  And then when there's not one, it's like, oh man, skunked.   I'm out here looking for bullsnakes.  

Garrett:

This is the snake in Kapfer's sights, the bullsnake.  It's the subject of his three-year doctoral research project.  

Kapfer:

A bullsnake is a large constrictor found in Wisconsin, the largest snake species in Wisconsin.  It can approach 8 foot.  The largest individual I have seen is nearing six foot, which is an impressive snake.  

Garrett:

Six feet.  Bullsnakes are big.  But elusive.  Kapfer currently has radio transmitters like these.  

Kapfer:

This is what the transmitters look like.  This is the whip antenna.  

Garrett:

Surgically implanted in 14 snakes.  The transmitters help, but the bulk of the snakes in his research are found by eyeballing.  

Kapfer:

I shudder to think how many snakes I've just walked past out here 

Garrett:

Bullsnakes are big and elusive and important, important because of what they eat, lots of rodents, including rats, which is why the snake is often called the farmer's friend.  They can save farmers significant sums in rodent control.  

Kapfer:

A single bullsnake can save the average farmer $400 a year.  You frequently find them in agricultural settings.  Agriculture does attracts rodents, which attracts bullsnakes.  

Garrett:

But its numbers are declining.  It's listed as a protected species in Wisconsin, which means it can't be captured, possessed or killed without a special permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  The bullsnake is seldom seen and little studied.  

Kapfer:

Virtually nothing has been done on this snake in the upper Midwest and it's on the decline.  

Garrett:

Kapfer's research is critical to gaining basic information about the bullsnake.  It's research that requires a lot of leg work.    

Kapfer:

Essentially this is the best way to look for snakes, is to come to an area where you think there might be snakes and just walk around here and there and here and then back there.  

Garrett:

The site of Kapfer's studies is a dry prairie in the southern part of the state, much of it owned and managed by the Nature Conservancy.  

Kapfer:

This looks like a prime spot.  

Garrett:

It's a great place for bullsnakes, not so much for humans looking for an easy hike.  

Kapfer:

This thicket is actually very tame compared to some of the vegetation that I have to push through, raspberries up to your chest.  There could be a timber rattle snake.  There’s deer ticks.  I'm not trying to complain.  How could this not be better than sitting in an office all day?  But at the same time, there are days when you're up to your chest in raspberries and your arms are bleeding and you think what am I doing this for?  But that's how you see cool stuff, is by walking around and finding things.  

Garrett:

Cool stuff.  

Kapfer:

We're getting closer now.  

Garrett:

Here's an example.  

Kapfer:

Oh, look at that.  Look it, look it, look it, look it.  Look at that.  This is a female ornate box turtle.  This is an endangered species in Wisconsin.  Incredibly rare and they’re just cuter than heck.  Look at that.  Look at the face.  This is a huge find.  This is a turtle that has been almost completely extirpated in areas of the state due to poaching.  Habitat destruction is a big deal, but poaching is a real problem.  What a shame to put it in a tank somewhere and not let it live in the wild where it belongs.  

Garrett:

This animal is so rare biologists don't know its actual numbers.  Kapfer believes there are fewer than five places where it can be found in the state.  

Kapfer:

Nice thing about them is they can't get away that quick.  You can sort of do stuff and keep an eye on them.  

Garrett:

He takes down some data on the turtle.  

Kapfer:

They're so cool.  Put her down here where there's some cover.   

Garrett:

And then it's back to looking for bullsnakes.  

Kapfer:

They blend in so well.  It would be so great to just have the ability to lift these rocks and see what's under.  Ninety percent of the time you get skunked.  That's where the thrill is, I guess, when you actually find them.  A little one, not real big.  Ready to shed.  

Garrett:

Success, sort of.  

Kapfer:

This is a racer.  

Garrett:

Wrong snake, but one that might be even rarer than bullsnakes.  There are so few racers in the state that scientists are unsure of the actual number.  

Kapfer:

They're very fast.  They've been clocked at four miles an hour, which is quick for an animal with no arms and legs.  

Garrett:

Always with Kapfer there is that sense of amazement when it comes to snakes.  

Kapfer:

The tongue everts and picks up scent particles that are then deposited in the roof of the mouth called the Jacobson's organ, which detects sun particles just like we do with our nose.  My fascination with reptiles stemmed from being a very young child and loving dinosaurs and the next best thing that was still alive in my young mind were reptiles.  

Garrett:

Kapfer gathers data.  And then he's back on the trail for the big cousin, the bullsnake.  

Kapfer:

They don't ever make it easy, that's for sure.  I'm-- they got me stumped.  

Garrett:

This is pretty typical.  Most days this scientist doesn't see any snakes.  So far today he's found only one, underground.  

Kapfer:

The transmitters are temperature sensitive.  Recording the body temperature is done by timing how long it takes to get a certain number of beats.  Eleven.  So we didn't see the snake, but we got the data, which is good.  This is not far from where he was last week.  

Garrett:

Then less than 45 minutes later– 

Kapfer:

Okay, something different here.  Whee!  

Woman:

What have you got there? 

Kapfer:

Look at that!  This is the bullsnake.  Look at the muscles on that thing.  Look at it.  Oh, man.  Beauty.  

Garrett:

Beauty is, of course, in the eye of the beholder.  Kapfer, the herpetologist, is happily bewitched with the bullsnake.  

Kapfer:

Look at that.  I mean, this is such an impressive-- why could this not be your favorite snake species in the state?  Beautiful.  Look how big it is? 

Garrett:

Big.  Nearly six feet and very muscular.  

Kapfer:

You can see him right there.  Look at that muscle ridge down along the side along here.  They're all muscle.  

Garrett:

Bullsnakes are constrictors, but non-venomous and no threat to us.  

Kapfer:

People tend not to understand snakes and fear them through myth and misinformation.  “My grandfather said this and this and this about snakes.”  A lot of times they just kill them outright, which is a huge, huge shame.  All right, buddy.  Careful now.  Let's go.  There.  Look at that.  Just like that.  Gone.  

Garrett:

In the last hours of the day, Kapfer walks a farm field and what do you know?  It's a two-snake day.  

Kapfer:

They're so large.  They're so impressive and they're so elusive.  Be nice.  Testing that thing out with his tongue.  What the heck is that?  I've never smelled such a thing before.  

Garrett:

Could this not be your favorite snake species in Wisconsin?  The bullsnake.  The farmer's friend.  A protected species that has an ardent champion in herpetologist Josh Kapfer.  

Kapfer:

That’s him.  Look how he holds himself in that position as I'm holding him up.    

Loew:

Josh Kapfer tells us that mortality rates for the radio-tagged snakes, especially the females, were much higher than he expected because it could be telling us something about future bullsnake populations.  That's our program.  Remember you can come down to these Capitol steps on Monday, May 29 at 9:30 for Wisconsin's "Remembering Their Sacrifice" Memorial Service.  If it rains, the service will be held inside the Rotunda.  "In Wisconsin" won't be seen in the Madison viewing area next week because of Wisconsin Public Television's Auction.  The rest of our viewing audience can tune in to see our "In Wisconsin" special "Meth in Wisconsin."  I'll be back in two weeks with the first show of our summer season.  We leave you now to enjoy a walk through Muralt Bluff Prairie in Green County.  For "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew.  See you next time.  

