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Patty Loew:

Hello, and welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew.  This week meet an Oregon teenager who beat cancer, but still may have significant health challenges ahead of him.  

Woman:

Thirty years ago a child who was diagnosed with cancer often didn't have to worry about long-term late effects, because most children did not do well.  

Loew:

Join these tree trimmers as they show off their skills 30 feet off the ground.  And don't be fooled by what you see.  These kids aren't just fishing, they're actually young bounty hunters.  

Boy:

I got two quarters.  

Loew:

Find out why they're casting for cash.  We'll also re-introduce you to an old recess game that's making a comeback with some adults, "In Wisconsin." 

There's good news when it comes to fighting childhood cancer, 80% of children diagnosed now survive, but this growing number of survivors is also at risk for other health problems caused by the very treatment that saved them.  As Frederica Freyberg reports, having beat his cancer, one Oregon teen is now learning how to advocate for his future good health.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Fourteen-year-old Cody Hasslinger likes to take risks on his inline skates.  For his mom, Cathy, it's a little scary, but she'll take it.  

Cathy Hasslinger:

It's fabulous to see Cody doing something that's so exciting and that he feels so alive.  

Freyberg:

Cody's health and strength as an eighth grader is a sharp contrast to the nearly terminal diagnosis he received 10 years ago.  When Cody was four, his mom said he had an ear infection that wouldn't go away.  Doctors saw something more, and that led to a dread diagnosis, a rare type of fast-growing lymphoma cancer.  

Cathy:

He had tumors in his lungs and liver and kidneys, and his bone marrow was saturated.  

Freyberg:

Cathy Hasslinger said doctors told her that day they were just hours from losing Cody.  They immediately began aggressive chemotherapy, but the anti-cancer drugs were very hard on the little boy.  

Cathy:

When Cody was treated, the chemo took a toll on him, and it took a very, very long time for his body to recover.  

Cody Hasslinger:

I had to take shots so I could grow and like be as tall as everyone and as big as everyone else.  

Freyberg:

For six years Cody had to have daily shots of growth hormone.  Besides that, he was tired and weak.  

Cody:

I used to get hurt easier, like I'd break bones easier and stuff.  

Freyberg:

But 10 years out, he's turned the corner.  He is cancer free and healthy.  

Cathy:

Cody's doing great.  

Cody:

Like I can run, jump, and skate, and like just be normal.  

Freyberg:

But for Cody and hundreds of cancer survivors like him, just being normal means having a heightened awareness of his health.  

Diane Puccetti:

It's thought that about 2/3 of all child cancer survivors are going to have some health-relate t issues, so that's a fair number.  

Freyberg:

These issues are called late effects, problems that can happen after radiation and drug treatment for cancer.  The physical late effects include second cancers, growth problems, heart problems, and fertility issues.  

Peggy Possin:

Thirty years ago a child who was diagnosed with a cancer often didn't have to worry about long-term late effects because most children did not do well.  And so the fact that so many children are surviving their cancers, it's a great problem to have, which is educating them so they can take care of themselves as adults.  

Puccetti:

I was excited to think about you going to high school.  I think you were-- were you in preschool when we met? 

Freyberg:

For young cancer survivors, part of taking care of themselves includes annual checkups and screenings for late effects.  At this clinic, the UW-children's hospital Caring for Life Program, Cody and other young survivors also learn to understand their own health history.  

Possin:

All the different types of chemotherapy that you received.  

Freyberg:


This clinic and a growing number of similar ones across the country are designed to educate young cancer survivors so when they become adults they can ask for certain screening tests.  Dr.  Diane Puccetti is the Caring for Life Medical Director.  She says it's not uncommon for doctors who treat young adults to overlook previous cancer treatment as they did in one young woman she knows.  

Puccetti:

She said never once has any physician asked her about her treatment.  They said, “Oh, you had a brain tumor.  Well that's, you know, wow.” 

Freyberg:

Dr.  Puccetti says caring for cancer survivors needs to go way beyond astonishment that they made it.  

Puccetti:

They need to be empowered so they can say, “Hey, you know, I had this treatment.  Yes, I'm a survivor, but I have some issues related to that, and this is what I need to help me best, have the best and safest life that I can.” 

Freyberg:

Survivor Cody Hasslinger seems to be pushing the limits of safety in his life right now, but already having battled death and won, he's getting ready to take on the world learning all the right moves to make sure the world is ready for him.  

Loew:

According to experts, by the year 2010 it's estimated that about one in 250 young adults will be cancer survivors.  For more information, go to our Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin.  Our next story takes us to new heights, really.  It's about tree trimmers and an amazing skill competition called the Tree Trimmer Jamboree.  Producer Joanne Garrett reports.  

Joanne Garrett:

Tree trimmers sometimes work on ground level.  This is professional tree trimmer Joel Donner and his business partner Justin.  On a cold winter's day, and with their feet planted firmly, they wrap the ropes.  

Joel Donner:

Ready? Tighten it up.  

Garrett:

And engage the hardware.  And not the hitches and turns needed to pull a dead, rotted tree.  

Joel:

Keep going.  

Garrett:

Down to the ground.  But this is Donner's usual elevation.  His office is outside and up.  And up is where you'll find others like Donner, that elite tribe of tree trimmers that makes their living in this aerial workplace.  

Joel:

All right.  Work that tree.  

Garrett:

And up.  

Joel:

Good job.  Very nice.  

Garrett:

In these beautiful big trees in Janesville's rotary gardens is where we found the competitors for Wisconsin's annual Tree Trimmer Jamboree.  

Man:

Come on.  Let's see the big swing.  Nice.  

Garrett:

Every year Wisconsin's tree trimmers gather to scramble.  Knot, shimmy, swing and toss.  

Man:

All clear.  

Man:

That's it.  

Man:

All right.  

Crowd:

Come on.  

Crowd:

Let's go.  

Garrett:

It's a dizzying brew of acrobatics.  Wisconsin's winner will head from here to an International Tree Trimmers Competition.  You may see some unusual sights, hear some odd words of encouragement.  

Man:

Be a squirrel, climber.  

Man:

Be an inchworm, daddy.  

Garrett:

And remember, the perspective is always up.  The jamboree is a joyous place particularly for those never lost that childhood thrill of climbing trees.  Sean, one of the contestants.  

Sean:

I get paid to do what I loved when I was five years old and make a living at it.  Can't beat that.  

Bruce Allison:

It's not just games.  

Garrett:

Bruce Allison is a well known Wisconsin arborist who has worked in the tree business for over 20 years.  He's been a contestant at past jamborees, and a judge.  

Allison:

The competition injects professionalism.  It recognizes the skills and the special abilities that one must have to perform this job correctly.  

Garrett:

Some skills may seem simple.  Toss a weight in a line, but aren't.  Other events, like the work climb are involved and complex.  There are five different stations in one tree with tasks to complete at each station.  There are bells to ring, buckets to hit.  

Woman:

You got it.  

Garrett:

The climbers swing and sprint down branches.  The work climb is just one of five events that test the skills and talents the tree trimmers need.  

Man:

Nice and smooth, Kevin.  

Allison:

You need, number one, a sense of a love of climbing, because in order to get up to your trees, you need to do a lot of acrobatics to be able to arrive up there.  

Garrett:

To arrive there and then to thrive there.  

Allison:

The physical challenge of it, to get that balance just right, and then to understand equipment, how to properly use that rope, which knots to use, and if you are able to understand how to use that equipment, you can almost defy gravity.  

Man:

Make it yours.  

Man:

You got it.  

Garrett:

Gravity, of course, never goes away.  

Man:

Just hang in there, buddy.  We got the EMT ready for you.  

Garrett:

One of the other requirements in the jamboree is the aerial rescue.  

Man:

I'm on my way up.  Just hang tight, buddy.  

Man:

We're going to get you out of here.  

Garrett:

A climber must go through the motions required to rescue a co-worker rendered unconscious by a power line, illness, or a fall.  The climber has five minutes to find, secure, and carry down their comrade, played here by a 150-pound dummy.  

Allison:

The most critical thing is being safe.  

Man:

Nice and smooth.  I don't want to be the second victim.  

Allison:

This is a very unforgiving environment, and one could easily make a mistake that could lead to a very serious injury.  

Garrett:

Speed and agility are important, but safety is paramount.  

Allison:

If you're doing things that are unsafe, you will have points taken away from your score.  

Garrett:

This Tree Trimmers' Jamboree centers around the competition, but it is still at its heart a jamboree.  

Man:

Nice job.  

Garrett:

And the dictionary definition of a jamboree is a noisy celebration.  The jamboree celebrates those hard-working professionals who care for our trees.  The jamboree is held in the glory days of summer, but tree trimmers like Joel Donner are up on the job every day of the year pruning, shaping trees, for aesthetics, for safety.  Sometimes downing a rotted one.  Their workplace is in the trees, the ultimate in an office with a view.  

Man:


Sometimes I'm in there four hours before I hit the ground.  Sometimes I have them send up water, a sandwich, something, just so I can get through the tree.  Everybody should try to get up there and look around.  

Allison:

Once you get up in that tree and you're in a world where there's only birds flying around, you get a view of the earth that you certainly don't see when you're trapped on the ground itself, it's just amazing, absolutely beautiful.  It's peaceful.  You have a great comfort in holding on to very strong wood.  You're tied in, you feel secure after a while.  You feel that you have defied the gods for the moment by defying gravity.  

Loew:


You can check out this year's Tree Trimmer Jamboree competition on July 6 at Regner Park in West Bend.  Fishing can be a big money sport.  Bass anglers can win $250,000 in one tournament.  Kids in the village of Marshall can also cast for cash every summer.  The stakes aren't nearly as high, but we're not talking about bass.  We're talking carp.  Art Hackett reports.  

Art Hackett:

Drop a line into Lake Maunesha in Marshall, and odds are you will catch a carp.  The Dane County lake is actually a flowage.  It's backed up behind an old mill dam.  DNR fishery ecologists say agriculture runoff has clouded the water.  This chokes off game fish, but it's an environment where carp thrive.  

Man:

We don't see it as a problem.  Actually the kids enjoy it.  It's a blessing, if you will, for us.  

Keep it straight up above you.  There you go.  

Hackett:

Anglers don't normally seek out carp.  They'd just as soon avoid them.  The DNR considers the carp a rough fish.  You can take them anytime in any manner short of dynamite.  The usual control is poison.  

Gary Egan:

Well, we did poison it a few times, and a couple of times that I can think of in the past, and they still came back in flying colors.  So that wasn't working at all.  

Hackett:

So Marshall's village elders did what their counter parts in the old west did when they wanted to rid the territory of a desperado, they put a price on the carp's head and turned the kids loose.  

Egan:

It actually got started as a summer school class about 10 years ago.  

Hackett:

A new group of students comes down the hill each hour from Marshall School.  

Boy:

I'm fishing today.  

Boy:

How many? 

Boy:

Four.  

Boy:

Lucky.  

Egan:

And every year the VFW gives us a certain amount of money for hooks and different things that we go through, because I tie anywhere between 100 and 150 hooks in two weeks from those that are lost or broken off.  

Boy:

Hey Mr.  Egan, I think I might need your help unhooking this.  

Hackett:

The owner of the local store provides the bounty, 25 cents per carp.  

Boy:

So far I got two quarters.  

Hackett:

What's your total carp count right now? 

Boy:

I had 29 the last time I counted.  

Hackett:

29.  

Boy:

Yep.  34 fish.  

Hackett:

34 fish.  So that works out to how much money? 

Boy:

$8.50.  

Hackett:

It probably pays better than collecting aluminum cans.  

Egan:

This tells me who caught fish and how many they caught each day so that at the end of the year I can tally it all up and know who caught the most fish for the whole season, because they give prizes for the person that catches the most fish.  

Hackett:

Eleven-year-old Jonathan German is last year's overall champ.  He earned a tackle set and a savings bond.  

How many fish have you caught over the years? 

Jonathon German:

I think around 800 and something.  

Hackett:

800 carp? 

German:

Yeah.  

Hackett:

That's a lot of carp.  

German:

Yeah.  

Hackett:

Do you ever think about how those carp would all look if they were all stacked up, how high they'd be? 

German:

No, not really.  

Egan:

Just crank it up a little bit.  Never mind.  That thing's really heavy yet.  You're going to have to take some time with that one yet.  You've got to take your time.  The bigger they are, the longer it takes sometimes.  The last five years over 10,000 carp right out of this one area, and I don't know if you can ever make a dent in the carp population, but based on the fact that they are getting larger, I think that we do make a difference.  There is fewer spawning at least in this part of the lake.  

Hackett:

The kids catch about 2,000 carp over the course of the summer.  A DNR ecologist said that's probably not enough to have an effect on the population, but that's not the main reason Gary Egan does this.  He wants the kids to learn to fish.  

Egan:

That's it.  Now you're doing it right.  That's the way.  Nice and easy.  Don't jerk on it too hard or anything.  

They learn how to play the fish and how to do it.  They have to do it all by themselves, and with that they gain, I think, a lot of confidence in themselves to be able to want to carry it on and do it more.  The kids that have come down here fishing, and pretty soon their parents are down here fishing with them, and pretty soon the parents, who tell me they haven't had a fishing license in years go out and get one so that they can go again and take their kids fishing after they've had the experience of this.  

Hackett:

Egan will load the buckets in his pickup at the end of the day and cash in the carp.  

Egan:

And they put them in pails and I take them to Tom's Guns, and he's the main man in town that handles all the financial stuff for the kids.  

Hackett:

And the carp? 

Egan:

Some end up being fertilizer.  In the past there's been some that's gone for mink food.  A farmer came in and got them for a while.  

Hackett:

When somebody sees you coming with a, you know, pickup truck full of several hundred carp, do they kind of avoid you? 

Egan:

Even the cars on Main Street swerve because there's a swarm of flies around me.  They know that I'm coming.  They can smell me and see me.  

Time to go.  We've got to go now.  We're a little bit late.  

Hackett:

Thus ends the slice of summertime life in Marshall.  Kids, fishing poles, and carp, on a 92-degree summer day.  

Loew:

Last year's winner was 10-year-old Dustin Moreland who caught 138 carp.  The carp kids will be back in action in a few weeks.  Last season was Gary Egan's last running the program.  He's retired.  But Egan tells us he'll probably be back this year, pole in hand, as a volunteer.  If watching the kids fishing in our last report didn't take you back to your childhood, the subject of our next story may do the trick.  Remember kickball, the big red rubber balls? Well, a group of adults, who participate in a rather unorthodox sports league are doing their best to relive their glory days on the kick ball field.

Man:

Let's get going.  Come on, Michelle.  Let's give it a ride.  

Woman:

What?  Kickball?  Like with the big red ball? 

Man:

You mean kickball, when you're on recess with the big red rubber ball.  

Woman:

I can't believe at your age you're playing kickball.  

Joe Szatmary:

It is kind of put on a shelf, and you know, just left as a childhood thing, and then people dust it off and they see that it's so fun.

I’m the founder and commissioner of American Unconventional Sports Association.  We're located in Milwaukee, St.  Paul, Minneapolis area, Green Bay, Madison, and Port Washington.  

Man:

It's a kids' game.  It's something that kind of reminds you of how you were when you were a kid.  

Chris Camilotto:

You know, you don't have to have a whole lot of talent to play.  That shows sometimes I guess, but– 

Szatmary:

It's all good natured fun, and you know, everyone is really into playing that.  

Courtney Nelson:

It's nice to get together and see each other every week.  You keep in touch that way, and it's a lot of my family, step brothers, step sisters.

Dan Adelman:

It's just usually like a-- it's almost like a big party.  They're out here.  They're drinking the whole time basically.   

Man:

Top of the ninth, you're down 3-2, what are you going to do? What are you going to do? This is what kickball comes down to.  This is where you see if you've got the guts to play or not.  Ain't no pressure.  You guys are down by one.  Ain't never won a game before.  

Man:

Never won yet.  

Man:

This is the last game potentially.   

Nancy Laning:

Oh, we've been waiting for this for a long time, and we needed this wind to keep our momentum going.  

Greg Kirschling:

It feels like we won the Super Bowl.

Loew:

Our thanks to Producer Andy Soth for that story.  The Midwest’s Unconventional Sports Association's Green Bay league which was featured in Andy's story plays its spring championship kickball game on June 2.  In news this week, former Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen was sentenced Tuesday to 15 months in prison for directing campaign work to be done on state time.  Jensen also received a $2,000 fine and will serve 45 months probation after being released from prison.  Jensen's attorneys say they will appeal his convictions.  Jensen is the sixth lawmaker or staffer sentenced for crimes related to the abuse of taxpayer dollars.  We want to know, do those convictions affect what you're thinking about as we enter the 2006 election year? Is campaign or election reform a big issue for you? Or are there other issues that are more important? We're in the process of planning our fall election coverage and would like to know which topics you'd like us to examine.  If you have any suggestions that you'd like to share with us, please give us a call toll free at 1-800-253-1158, or email us here at inwisconsin@wpt.org.  Again, the number to call is 1-800-253-1158, and our email address is inwisconsin@wpt.org.  Join us next time when we'll bring you a Wisconsin soldier story and tell you why he deserves to be called hero.  That's next time.  For now we leave you with a last look at some of the tricky moves from the Tree Trimmer Jamboree.  For "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew.  Have a great weekend.

