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Patty Loew:

Hello, and welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew.  This week, find out why some suburbs of Green Bay chose to pass up a nearby drinking water supply for one more than 35 miles away.  

Man:

I don't think that was ever a real issue as to a mayor or village president saying, “Dammit, we're going to do whatever it takes to avoid Green Bay.”  

Loew:

Discover the ancient secret this man uses to help homeowners find well water.  

Woman:

They told me stories about how they couldn't find water at their houses, and they had Toby come out and he found water for them.  

Loew:

And meet two women from Janesville who helped shape our country's history.  

Woman:

They marched, literally marched on city hall down the streets of Janesville.  Women didn't do this sort of thing.  

Loew:

Plus, take you to a car rally, where it’s not what's under the hood, but what's painted on top of it.  It's all on "In Wisconsin." 

Mark Twain is supposed to have once said whiskey is for drinking, and water is for fighting about.  There are no specific places where he made that statement, but he could have been talking about Brown County.  That's where Green Bay and the suburbs have been arguing about the best way to replace radium contaminated well water with water from Lake Michigan.  

Man:

I don't mind drinking this water, I do drink this water all the time.  Pretty tasty, too.  I don’t mind drinking.

Art Hackett:

Bob and Katie Van den Heuvel were among the first people to move into their subdivision in Bellevue.  

Katie Van den Heuvel:

We built our home 20, almost 20 years ago.  This was all field.  All field.  

Hackett:

Water for the Van den Heuvels' home and all the new ones in Bellevue is bumped from wells.  But Bob, a realtor who also serves on the plan commission, says it's no longer a viable option.  

Bob Ven den Heuvel:

The hardness is there, and also the EPA has indicated that we have too much radium in our water.  

Hackett:

It's an element in hard water.  It’s linked to immune problems, anemia, and some forms of cancer.  

Katie:

I'm not that fussy of the taste.  My contention is that you don't know what the long-term ramifications of.  

Bob:

Bellevue has the most severe case of water problems, but some of the surrounding communities have the same problem.  

Hackett:

This is the solution to those problems.  A pipeline which will run southeast all the way to Manitowoc.  That city draws its water directly from Lake Michigan.  

This is the pipe.  Each section is four feet around, and 50 feet long.  Each one costs between 6 and $7,000.  The section of the pipeline that's this big around is about 35 miles long.  

With installation, debt service and other costs, it works out to about $110 million, plus another $25 million to expand Manitowoc's water treatment plant.  The project should be complete and in service by the end of 2006.  What may be debated beyond that point is whether this represents the best in cooperation between local governments or the worst of infighting among them.  

John Brogan:

In my opinion, it's a combination of urban-suburban fear and loathing.  

Hackett:

John Brogan is the paper industry executive who served more than 25 years on the Green Bay Water Commission.  That city is divided by a river and is on a bay.  But the local surface water is not fit to drink.  When the city of Green Bay and the suburbs built water systems, they relied on wells.  Until the mid 1950s.  

Brogan:

Green Bay and the few suburbs were drawing 13 million gallons a day off the aquifer, and it was dropping like a rock.  

Hackett:

The solution then, as now, was a pipeline.  In 1957, Brogan's father helped build the link to the clean Lake Michigan water off Kewaunee.  He says when Green Bay stopped pumping water, the suburbs' wells started to recover.  

Brogan:

Bingo, they had flowing wells all over.  Then it started to drop in the 1960s, and drop in the 1980s, and then they had this water quality problem.  As it dropped, it got more and more heavy metals in it.  

Ron Umentum:

Some of the local communities are finding out that the water levels were dropping, and we were basically mining water, chasing water.  As you go down in the wells the water quality is not as good as on the top.  So you are drawing off the bottom of the barrel.  

Hackett:

Public Works director Ron Umentum is the president of the Central Brown County Water Authority, it’s an association of six suburbs that banded together to build the pipeline.  But before they decided to do that, the suburbs approached the city of Green Bay about a combined water system.  

Paul Jadin:

Central Brown County water authority brought the proposals that would have had them serving them in a conventional way.  Using our pipe.  

Hackett:

After all, Green Bay had invested in the pipeline to Kewaunee and the treatment plant to process lake water.  

Brogan:

Some of the biggest suburbs are adjacent to Green Bay's water.  

Hackett:

It turned out Green Bay was in the alone in wanting to sell Lake Michigan water.  

Nilaksh Kothari:

Potentially I had picked up the phone and called them, and said, “If you are looking at different options, you might want to consider Manitowoc as one of the options.”  

Hackett:

Nilaksh says Manitowoc had just updated its water treatment plant in the late1990s.  To avoid a repeat of Milwaukee’s crypto sporidium outbreak, the plan included a state-of-the-art process called microfiltration.  

Kothari:

The way the plan was laid out, we had provision for additional capacity to be added without adding new buildings.  And at the same time, when they built the microfiltration plant, we had retired our old sand filtration plant.  And there was a lot of additional level in the filtration facility as part of that project.  

Kevin Crawford:

And we created the plant to be a regional water supplier.  We did not know who our customers would be, but wanted to have a very easily expandable plant and decided on this technology.  

Hackett:

Crawford predicts we will be entering an era where a lot of cities will want to import lake water.  If you live in one of those cities, he says it would be worth while to pay attention to the struggles between Green Bay and its suburbs.  Crawford says people are used to the economics of water with local water supplying local users.  

Crawford:

Green Bay wanted the people in the suburbs to pay for the deteriorating underground infrastructure.  We did not have any such needs.  Ours is in great shape, comparatively speaking, but we had the desire to sell water.  We didn't have any of the relationships that had been established over the course of years.  

Hackett:

Green Bay in turn had to make sure its rates would be fair to existing customers, which included the areas' paper mills.  

Brogan:

What the suburbs wanted was for us to sell them wholesale water at 42% below the cost that we were selling it to the mills at.  

Jadin:

I think it was July of 2004, we opened up those bids, and it came out that Manitowoc could offer us a better up-front rate.  Unfortunately, we still had to build this pipeline.  

Hackett:

Brogan, meanwhile, says the economics of the deal will shift against the suburbs as the pipeline to Manitowoc ages and needs maintenance.  

Brogan:

And when asked at some meetings how they intend to provide for that, their answer was we're not going to provide for it.  Whenever anything wears out, we'll borrow more money.  

Hackett:

As the pipeline crews work their way towards the lake, the trench is open for less than a couple hours.  They quickly bury the pipe and grade the surface smooth.  Local officials are trying to bury the dispute.  

Man:

I don't think that was ever a real issue as to a mayor or village president saying, “Dammit, you know, we're going to do whatever it takes to avoid Green Bay.”  

Jardin:

Well, I always hate to say it's a result of a feud.  I guess it was a result of a break in the negotiations.  Because I always think that maybe not today, but in the future, we have two pipelines, two systems, we can still probably enhance each system by an interconnect.  

Hackett:

Who knows?  Some day maybe the city and the suburbs that once turned their backs on each other may be able to back each other up.  

Bob:

We all want water, we all want good water.  So they think the cost factor wasn't as much of an issue.  

Hackett:

And Bob Van den Heuvel says politicians may not realize people worry about other things besides cost when thinking about water.  A safe and secure supply, and that all-important matter of taste.  

Bob:

Sometimes if I drink Green Bay water it has more, more of a taste to it than this.  This is, it tastes pretty good.  

Loew:

As in Brown County, many other cities face water supply and quality problems.  An official with the Wisconsin DNR's Bureau of Drinking and Ground Water says there are 42 municipal water systems in the state under orders to reduce radium levels in their water.  It's uncertain how many can or will use lake water as an alternative.  Our next report deals with people searching for water.  These folks are taking a different route to locating it.  As reporter Frederica Freyberg found, they are turning to a man who uses an ancient art that's a bit hard to explain, and even tougher for some to believe.  

Toby Marcovich:

Call the meeting to order.  I'll ask the secretary call the roll.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Recently retired, but long time UW Board of Regents president Toby Marcovich has presided over many important meetings, deciding urgent university policy.  

Marcovich:

At the end of the day, make decisions based 100% for the best interests of the University of Wisconsin system.  I have never -- 

Freyberg:

Superior trial attorney has friends in high places.  Tommy Thompson appointed Marcovich to the Board of Regents in 1997.  

Most of the fancy people you hang around with have any idea you come out with coat hangers and find water 

Marcovich:

I don't think so.  I've had enough trouble with those people as it is.  

Freyberg:

He does what again?  At locations across the north land, like on the Paul and Ginnie Walker Sheep Farm outside Superior, Toby Marcovich, man of letters, witches for water.  He finds water under the ground using devining rods, with suit coat flapping, his big farm boots trudge slowly toward the spot.  

Marcovich:

Here we go.  Right here.  This is a pretty good, strong pole.  As you can see, the rods just crossed.  

Freyberg:

Do that again.  

Marcovich:

Using when he calls the cheap and easy method, Marcovich cuts a coat hanger into two L-shaped pieces to serve as his devining rod.  These flower pots cover the working well head, where Ginnie Walker dug for water at Marcovich's devine direction.  

Ginnie Walker:

I talked to enough reputable people, and about how Toby witches the wells.  They told me stories how they could not find water at their houses and Toby came out and found water for them.  

Freyberg:

Skeptics abound of course.  

Marcovich:

A little slower-- 

Freyberg:

I gave it a shot.  It didn't work.  

Marcovich:

Some people got it and some people don't.  You probably don't believe in Santa Claus either, I bet.  

Freyberg:

What do you attribute that to, your ability? I tried it, I don't have it.  What is it? 

Marcovich:

Oh, my good looks and intelligence, probably.  I don't have a clue.  I have no idea.  

Freyberg:

But theories about what it is abound, too.  

Marcovich:

Some people think that under ground water that flows may create an electrical charge, positive or negative that would, by magnetism, move the rods.  I don't know that that's a fact.  

Keith Lind:

I could drill anywhere on the property and get a well.  

Freyberg:

For most professional well drillers, it's open and shut.  

Lind:

I would rather rely on what I know.  I know in what formations the water comes out of.  and I know how to find it.  All us drillers in the area know how to find it that way.  

Freyberg:

In fact, the unknown surrounding water witching, or dowsing, creates an aura of mysticism that makes many drillers just plain nervous.  

Freyberg:

Have you ever tried it? 

Lind:

No.  

Freyberg:

Why? 

Lind:

Scared of them.  

Freyberg:

It's thought to be as old as biblical days.  The term water witching reportedly derived from a douser’s use of sticks pulled off witch hazel trees, but some believe it's more sinister.  

Lind:

A lot of people get really concerned about the witch part of witching, as a witchcraft, as a witchcraft.  

Marcovich:

Do you expect me to come in on a broom or something, and land on the spot? 

Freyberg:

Do you have any other powers? 

Marcovich:

Yeah, but I don't want to get on camera with those.  

Freyberg:

Fourth generation well driller Keith Lind, this is a serious and sensitive matter.  Still, he's ready to extend a branch, if not a stick, to reputable dowsers and work with them.  

Lind:

I have heard of a lot of cases where they will come in where drillers could not get water.  Those stories are out there, too.  It hasn't happened to me.  

Freyberg:

In fact, Toby Marcovich is batting 1,000.  He has successfully devined the spot to dig the well all 75 times he's been called on to witch for water over the past 35 years.  

Marcovich:

Water.  

Lind:

To each his own.  

Freyberg:

Indeed.  

Loew:

Wisconsin Public Television takes us back in time next week with the debut of a new series called "Hometown Stories."  The series aims to tell the history of Wisconsin one town at a time.  And as produced in partnership with the Wisconsin Historical Society.  The first installment of the series takes place in Janesville, and in this excerpt, you'll meet two trail blazing Janesville women who left their marks on our nation's history.  

Narrator:

After the civil war, many of Janesville's women, who had kept businesses and households afloat, and worked tirelessly to support the troops, now worked to continue a women's rights movement that began in the 1850s.  

Man:



The rights of women, the right to vote was very popular among ladies in the area.  

Narrator:

Most of the activists in Janesville were also part of the temperance movement to control the growing problem of post-civil war alcoholism.  

Man:

Temperance was a very, very big issue.  White Anglo Saxon Protestant emphasis of the New Englanders was countered by the Catholic wets, as they were called, who valued their alcoholic beverages.  A great many illegal saloons were operating on Sunday.  That was a cause of great consternation.  

Genieve McBride:

Interestingly, in Janesville, I think we see the beginning of what is a nationwide movement.  There is a Janesville group of women in 1873 who are furious.  And they marched, literally march on city hall, down the streets of Janesville.  Women didn't do this sort of thing.  And demand that the aldermen, who had been elected promising to limit the number of tavern licenses would live up to that promise.  Instead, they got into office, and women can't vote, can't hurt the aldermen, start granting licenses right and left.  This is the first women's temperance that I know.  

Narrator:

Godivida Godell, wisconsin's first woman lawyer, organized the demonstration and wrote about it in local and national women's newspapers.  

McBride:

I think that's how it gets picked up nationwide.  Women are becoming aware of what the Janesville women did, why they did it, and more importantly, how they did it.  This is how you do a petition, this is how you call a meeting, these are things that women are not conversant with at the time, they are not supposed to know these things.  In late 1873, and most of 1874, in every state, in every territory, more than 150,000 women nationwide are marching down streets with petitions, they had gotten women to sign.  They are singing hymns outside tavern, doing all the things the group did in Janesville.  The women's temperance crusade sweeps the country, affects a lot of change, empowers a lot of women.  In 1874 they have a convention, the crusade is winding down, say we have to continue this work and join together and found the Women's Christian Temperance Union, the WCTU.  

Narrator:

Within five years, the WCTU elected Frances Willard, a former Janesville resident, to head the national organization.  

McBride:

Under frances willard, first of all the organization rose phenomenally.  It becomes international, the largest women's organization in the world.  She was born in upstate New York in the area that was called the “burned over district.”  When she was 6 or 7, in 1846, her family took up a farm about four miles from Janesville.  

Narrator:

As a strong-willed young girl, Frances Willard complained she was not allowed to do the same things as her older brother.  

Joan Woolton:

And she and her sister wanted to go to school just like he did.  And so she really begged to go to school.  The father finally broke down and built a little schoolhouse.  

Narrator:

The Willard Schoolhouse is now preserved on the Rock County Fairgrounds.  Where hundreds of school children can take a trip back in time.  

Woolton:

The teachers who had been interested in the history of the little school, and Frances Willard, got together and they decided that they would invite the third graders at the end of their unit on local history, come in and spend half a day, and go through the lessons the way the children did 150 years ago.  

Narrator:

Frances Willard went on with her schooling, eventually becoming Dean of Women at Northwestern University.  It was there she made the crucial decision to devote the rest of her life to the temperance movement.  

McBride:

And it changes the temperance movement forever.  It changes the course of women's history, and therefore this nation's history forever, because of her incredible skills, as a speaker, as a writer, as a thinker, as a philosopher.  

Narrator:

Over the years, Willard expanded the temperance movement to include the larger issues of women's rights.  

McBride:

Frances Willard brings them together.  And shows the linkage, shows the causal relationship between alcohol, violence against women, violence against children, destitution of a family.  If you became part of the WCTU, you got information from them, you find women were not able to change laws until they had a voice in the legal structure of this country, until they could vote.  

Loew:

You can watch the entire program, "Hometown Stories: Janesville" on Wisconsin Public Television, when it airs Monday, May 8, at 8:00 p.m. It repeats Friday, May 12th, and Sunday May 14th at noon.  That's our program for this week.  Join us next time when we examine some research that's trying to pinpoint the cause of pollution off the shores of Door County.  

Woman:

Door County is known for all the water front.  We have over 300 miles of shore front.  Beaches are not just important to the business community, but the quality of life in Door County.  

Loew:

That’s next time. We leave you now with something a little different.  Back in 1980, Janesville was described as a car town, fretting over troubles in the U.S. auto industry and rising gas prices.  Some things never change.  But on the other hand, some things do.  In 1980, Janesville was trying to discourage drivers from cruising its downtown circuit.  Now Art Hackett reports, they are celebrating it.  We leave you with Art's look at Janesville's Chevys on the circuit, past and present.  

Hackett:

In 1980, for a certain kind of person, cruising downtown Janesville was the thing to do.  

In some cities it's called the strip.  Here in Janesville, it's called the circuit.  

Twenty-six years later, there are 39 miniature cruisers along the circuit.  Themed public artworks installed by Janesville’s design and development center, Chicago had bulls, Milwaukee had cows.  Janesville has 1957 Chevys.  

Woman:

We wanted to do a car that would show a journey or a voyage.  No place like home.  

Man:

Wanted to do a mirror car.  

Hackett:

Some cars were decorated by men who actually worked at Janesville's GM assembly plant.  The factory built 1957 Chevys.  

Steve Robertson:

They love them, great cruise car.  

Hackett:

Before the cars were placed along the circuit, they were put on display at Janesville's Performing Arts Center.  Inside folks danced to do-wop.  Outside, a real full-sized 1957.  

Jack Keating:

I lived during those years.  And at the time, being 22 years old, I would give my left leg for one of those.  At the time, I don't think any of us thought the 1957 was that big a deal.  It is now.  

Hackett:

The Chevys will be on the Janesville circuit until the end of September.  

