CRAIG

>> What do you think of Craig?

>> Oh, they're parrots!

>> Regardless of how you feel

about cloning human beings,

we've got to clone him.

We could use

armies of people like him,

who have a passion

for their work.

>> Parrots are really social.

They love to talk

while they're flying around.

>> So enthusiastic about what

they're doing that they build

camaraderie.

>> How about you?

>> In a diverse group of people.

It's infectious.

So I think really, you know,

this work can be depressing.

But if you approach it with

the spirit and fun that he does,

then it's a lot of fun.

And you know, we're going to

lose a lot of battles, before we

win the war, but you might as

well go into it with a good

attitude.

He's got a great attitude.

I think he inspires people.

>> This is a South American

relative of our American Robin.

>> Ooh, nice!

>> This is just really cool

to actually be able to hold

something you normally just get

to look at, and let it go.

It's the ultimate.

It's just a great experience.

CARLOS: I LOVE MY JOB

>> I love my job.

I love nature.

I have a passion for nature.

I love what I do.

I love people, too.

Oh, my shoulder

is so relaxed now.

(laughter)

All is changed, now.

>> Bravo!

>> So it's nice to combine both,

taking people out into nature

and see them happy.

Yes, he's hungry,

just came down, flew down.

When I see you looking

at something and very excited,

that gives me energy.

It gives me energy, and that's

really good to see that,

to share our Panamanian forest

with other people.

We love that.

I really love what I do.

Amazing.

Look at this.

It has an electric blue color.

Oh!

>> Where'd it go?

(all talking excitedly)

Wow, this is nice.

Wow.

I can make you a long list,

I will never finish,

about what I like in nature.

But migration is amazing.

To see how those warblers,

they come from north, all

the way down to South America,

and they pass through Panama.

Some of them stay here.

It is amazing.

And seeing some of them, like

Bay-breasted Warbler, you know,

when they get here, they're not

in the breeding plumage.

When they start heading back,

some of them start changing

their color.

This bird, Chestnut-sided

Warbler, you know,

they change their dress

when they go down to Panama.

They come back to breed,

and they have

all these colorful feathers.

It's amazing.

I love migration.

It's one of the, I think,

fantastic phenomenon of nature.

ZIP LINE THROUGH THE RAINFOREST

§ §

Thank you.

(laughter)

SOBERANIA NATIONAL PARK

>> We are seeing the parts

of the Soberania National Park,

30,000 hectares,

that's about 70,000 acres.

It's one first national parks

that Panama founded.

In 1977, when

the Carter-Torrijos was signed,

the first part

of the old canal zone

administered by the U.S.,

that was transferred to Panama,

was precisely this area.

The government of Panama

declared it a National Park,

and named it Soberania

National Park.

Soberania meaning sovereignty,

that Panama is at last sovereign

over this part of its territory.

It's a great park, one of the

best kept parks in Panama,

because it's very close

to the city.

So the environmental authorities

can supervise it.

And most importantly,

because it is one of the parks

that protects the watershed

of the Panama Canal.

And the canal runs

on fresh water.

It needs the watershed

to be in good condition.

Otherwise, the rain water

will just be washed.

If you don't have a good forest,

in the winter, the rains come

and they just wash

into the ocean, into the sea.

If you have a good forest,

the rain stays in the forest.

The forest acts like a sponge.

It absorbs water

during the rainy season.

Then the dry season,

there is no rain,

but the soil still has water,

and little by little,

it lets it go.

SAVE WHAT YOU LOVE

>> I think a lot of birders

ride free

off the coattails of others.

They haven't gotten as involved

as they could be in habitat

conservation, but they,

you know, rely on that habitat

to go and see the birds

that they like.

Especially when they come

to a foreign country to bird,

they're not paying taxes.

Sure, they're creating some jobs

for people in hotels, and stuff,

but the actual resource that's

generating birds for them,

they need to be involved

in sustaining that resource

as well.

I think it should be just part

of how you see yourself

as a naturalist or birder,

is to be, you know, engaged

at some level, and try

to conserve the system that

generates the things you love.

RECYCLING A RADAR STATION

>> Well, you know, recycle is

one of the most important tenets

of conservation.

Recycling.

This is a recycled problem.

It was a radar site, and

now it's a bird watching lodge.

We have used the idea

of recycling, is to be moderate

in your use of resources.

Here, most of the building

was here already, so I didn't

have to use new resources.

There's also a lesson here of,

you know the biblical saying of

turning swords into plowshares.

This was an instrument of war

in a way, and now,

it's an instrument of peace.

What can be more peaceful

than bird watching?

That's really the ultimate

peaceful experience, going into

a forest quietly, just to look

at birds, look at the forest,

without doing any harm.

NO ROAD COASTLINE

>> It's one of the few places

that you can be

in the settled tropics where

you have primary virgin forest

running right to the ocean.

So that combination is rare,

because most coastlines

are developed, and have been

developed for, you know,

centuries.

>> How come this one isn't?

>> Well, this place didn't have

a road.

And so, it was only really

in the '60s and '70s that people

began to colonize it

on horseback.

Without a road access, it was

really just kind of off the

track, and stayed forested and

undeveloped long into

the last century.

Whereas, most places, the first

place they build a road is to

the coast, and then there's a

coastal road.

This had a big mangrove to the

north, which made it very

difficult to extend a road to

this part of the peninsula,

and then a deep fjord,

and then you're in Panama.

So there really wasn't an

attempt to link this into the

national road network

until late in life.

It's a sort of historical

accident of the geography

of the place.

CARLOS A BIRDING GUIDE

>> Carlos, whom you have met.

>> How's everybody feeling?

Everybody doing all right?

>> When he started working here,

his friends would ask him,

"What do you do?"

"I'm a bird watching guide."

"Oh, a bird watching guide."

They would laugh.

>> That's a White-breasted

Wood Wren,

the one that just called.

>> They would laugh, you know,

that's kind of a sissy job.

That's not a masculine job,

like driving a tractor or being

an engineer, or whatever.

As time went by, Carlos

was able to buy a car, and got

an audio system for his car.

Then he told me this story.

One day he was driving his car

around his neighborhood,

and his friends stopped him.

"Carlos, how are you?"

What is it that you do,

that so quickly you buy

all these things?

He said, well, "You see,

that's bird watching.

I'm a bird watching guide."

"Oh, yes."

>> Owls are very hard to see

in the tropics, so we're really

lucky to see this one.

CANOPY TOWER AND BIRDING

>> I think it has already

played a part in making

Panama a player

in the world of bird watching

at the highest level.

Panama was always well known

for birding, because of

the presence of the Smithsonian

Tropical Research Institute

here in Panama since

the early 1900s, right after

the canal, I think in the 1920s.

Many world famous

ornithologists, like Chapman,

did his very important

research here.

So Panama was well known

for birding among scientists.

But for tourists, it wasn't,

because in the '80s,

we had a terrible government

and a dictatorship.

Then the U.S. invasion

in the late 1980s, 1989,

so all the '80s was terrible

publicity for Panama.

So, we opened in 1999.

And it was a very gradual,

but very solid growth.

Now, Panama is known

all over the world for birding.

ABOUT THE OSA

>> This place

is full of superlatives.

It's the biggest patch

of wet rainforest left on the

Pacific Coast in the Americas.

It's got the biggest

intact mangrove left

on the Pacific Coast.

And it's still got big,

charismatic vertebrates,

like jaguars, woodpeckers,

and even the Harpy Eagles.

So, when you add that up for

the whole of Central America,

this has got to be

at the very top.

And yet, it's intact

but under threat.

It's surrounded

by industrial agriculture.

Costa Rica's coastline is being

really aggressively developed.

And like most countries, it's

national parks are too small.

So, Corcovado is too small

for jaguars and Harpy Eagles.

So, there's an interesting

opportunity here to make

the private landscape work

with the public landscape,

to make the private reserves

and private agreements with

landowners really help the parks

do what they are supposed to do,

which is to maintain

a healthy flora and fauna.

We're interested, really, in

that kind of partnership between

what goes on in the private

landscape with the national

parks, and how can they be

healthy ecologically, as well as

create jobs for local people,

that are good jobs and long-term

jobs, and that aren't

going to go away the way

the gold mining has gone away,

and the way the logging

has gone away, and the way

that fishing may go away.

So, to find sustainable jobs

that are based on living

with the forest, rather than

being against the forest.

