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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. Hollywood came to Wisconsin to film "Public Enemies." But did the state's film tax credit pay off? The state's budget crunch is putting a squeeze on district attorneys around the state and now it could get even worse. Plus an old world tool with a modern edge when we visit Albion Swords in New Glarus. And come for a trip down this newly-designated wild river in Washburn County. 

Woman:

You can go for a long stretch on the river and feel like, wow. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports coming your way next on "In Wisconsin."    

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you.  And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin.  

Patty Loew:

Record layoffs, high unemployment, home foreclosures. 2009 painted a bleak economic picture in Wisconsin. 2010 might not be any better for a state program that's short of funding. "In Wisconsin"'s Frederica Freyberg joins us to explain. 

Frederica Freyberg:

I think it's fair to say that 2010 could be worse for district attorney offices across the state when it comes to budget problems. In fact, the state just sent a notice saying they should expect layoffs, and this comes at a time when prosecutors in DA offices across Wisconsin are already understaffed by nearly 30%, and that's according to the state's own auditors.   

Frederica Freyberg:

Dane County assistant DA Chris Freeman is always on the run. 

Chris Freeman:

Paul, could you check me out? 

Frederica Freyberg:

Freeman is juggling 400 domestic violence cases.

Chris Free:

I got Cover which is gonna be DD. Bradley is going to be a waiver. Can you do that one first? I feel like constantly we're against the gun. I'd be lying if I didn't tell you there are times you worry things are slipping through the cracks. 

Woman:

Right now I'm working on a case of identity theft. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Deputy DA Judy Schwamle worries about the same thing. 

Judy Schwamle:

My nightmare is that a case sitting in one of these piles here that I haven't gotten to yet involves an offender who is going to commit some more serious crime. 

Woman:

October looks like it's the oldest one. Whoops. September. Middle of September. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Incoming police reports stack up waiting for prosecutors to make charges. Clerks who manage the stacks say they are overrun. 

Elizabeth Hall:

What it is, is it's pile maintenance. It's a whole new category that we've had to develop in the intake office to manage the backlog. 

Brian Blanchard:

In Dane County the number of sworn law enforcement has doubled in the last 20 years. We have fewer full-time, permanent assistant district attorney positions than we did 20 years ago. 

Frederica Freyberg:

One of the people sounding the alarm over the shortage of assistant district attorneys in Wisconsin is Dane County DA Brian Blanchard. 

Brian Blanchard:

Since the state took over this program in 1990 it has been pretty much neglected. There have not been new positions added to match population growth. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Population growth means more people to commit crimes. More police means more arrests. It all adds up to more cases, but not more prosecutors to handle them. 

Brian Blanchard:

Victims are competing with each other for our attention. Judges are waiting for us to appear in court because we're in multiple courts at the same time. Police and victims and family victims are waiting for us to charge cases.   

Woman:

All rise. 

Frederica Freyberg:

According to the state department of administration and the legislative audit bureau, about 120 assistant district attorneys are needed statewide to meet caseload demand. 

Suzanne Beaudoin:

I know there's a great presence of law enforcement on the streets, but no one to be able to address the charging decision and the prosecution of the case. It's just causing greater injury. And creating further trauma, so it’s so serious. The crisis is so serious and I can't emphasize it enough. 

Frederica Freyberg:

In fact, the victim witness office told us to speak with Brian and Kristin Bott to hear what court delays feel like for victims. 

Kristin Bott:

Can you just tell me someday this will end? 

Frederica Freyberg:

The Botts’ infant suffered shaken baby syndrome after their daycare provider abused him. It took two years from the time of the babysitter's arrest until she was sentenced to prison. 

Kristin Bott:

It's re-victimizing. Every time you try to prep for one of those hearings, you go right back to that initial feeling of what you've been through. And in the meantime, in between, you don't heal, you can't heal. You don't even start healing. 

Frederica Freyberg:

They said they had no idea there was a staffing shortage in the DA's office. 

Brian Bott:

Never once did we ever feel like our case was not the most important thing to the people that represented us.   

Brian Blanchard:

People do triage. I'm really telling attorneys here, look, you're going to have to look at your 10, 20 most serious cases and really keep track of them in every respect. And you're going to effectively be doing triage on the balance of them. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Blanchard says that means only so many minutes per case file, having prosecutors consider plea deals, dismissals. He calls it “strategies to survive the day” and worries it leads to assembly line justice. 

Melanie Hampton:

It gets very disheartening for so many officers, detectives, investigators, who put many, many hours into this kind of work. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Melanie Hampton is a Madison police investigator and a member of the Dane County board. The documented shortage of prosecutors is out of her hands because for 20 years county prosecutors have been funded by state government. 

Melanie Hampton:

One of the things I hope the state legislature does take into consideration is that government does those things that private citizens can't do for themselves. And private citizens can't prosecute their own cases. 

Frederica Freyberg:

But the governor released a statement to us saying “the state audit showing the need for more prosecutors does not show a compelling or clear need.   In these tough economic times,  the state is not filling 3,500 jobs that are currently open. Staffing increases are particularly difficult.” No staffing increases in district attorneys offices means prosecutors like Chris Freeman... 

Chris Freeman:

It really is a constant juggling act. 

Frederica Freyberg:

...will likely not see caseload relief anytime soon. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Since that report first aired, we've learned a couple of things about the funding of assistant DAs in Wisconsin. The last state budget found the money to pay for the prosecutors by attaching an extra fee on your utility bills. 

Patty Loew:

But even with that fee, there will still be layoffs? 

Frederica Freyberg:

Well, that is because the state DAs offices have a more than $2.5 budget shortfall in the next two years. Later this month the state is expected to provide more details about exactly how many people will be laid off. 

Patty Loew:

What about furloughs? 

Frederica Freyberg:

Well, the assistant DA's union agreed to five furlough days instead of the eight that other state employees are taking and they refused to give up the 2% pay raise that was likewise rescinded for others in the midst of the state's budget crisis. 

Patty Loew:

Interesting. Thank you. Frederica Freyberg reporting. In our “Money Matters” series this week, a closer look at how your tax dollars are being spent. The original Wisconsin film tax credit was designed to attract Hollywood-style video and film productions to our state. The film "Public Enemies" opened last July featuring action shots from towns like Oshkosh, Columbus, and Manitowish Waters. It took advantage of the state's film tax credit. But the incentive program is not without its critics at a time when the state is struggling to make ends meet. Liz Koerner looks at whether the investment is paying off in Wisconsin.  

Liz Koerner:

For fans of Johnny Depp, it was a dream come true, a chance to see him in person working on location in Wisconsin. The Hollywood film "Public Enemies" came here in part because of the state's new film production credit, a rebate program. The program pays back 25% of the cost of production. But after one year, the state says the return on investment is too low. According to the department of commerce, "Public Enemies" provided a $5 million economic benefit to Wisconsin. The rebate came to $4.6 million. 

Zach Brandon:

Some people would say, well, isn't that good? We broke even. But when you're talking about a competitive nature of state government's budgeting, that every program has to be compared to something else. We don't budget in the abstract. 

Liz Koerner:

Advocates of the rebate program disagree with the state's assessment of "Public Enemies" economic impact. Their total is more than $2 million more. 

Scott Robbe:

We have figures coming out of Oshkosh of $3.5 million in economic input. We have $1.5 million quoted in Columbus. This is money that tourists spent as well on hotel rooms, restaurants. But no one's tracking that money. 

Liz Koerner:

The primary goal of a state rebate is to create jobs. Brandon says another state incentive program offered to Sargento Foods cost taxpayers much less per job. 

Zach Brandon:

We gave them $3 million in tax credits. They created 500 new jobs, they retained 1100 new jobs, all family-supporting wages with benefits. They put $50 million into new production facilities. 

Scott Robbe:

To compare jobs at Sargento Cheese and the film industry is like comparing apples to oranges. The jobs in the film industry are high-tech construction jobs. This is highly-skilled blue collar labor that moves from project to project and is paid a substantial amount of money. 

Liz Koerner:

When it comes to the payroll for "Public Enemies," Brandon says even though Universal Studios paid $1.9 million in wages to Wisconsin residents, the majority of money went to out-of-state workers, not including the stars. 

Zach Brandon:

For every dollar we spent on a Wisconsin resident, we spent $7 on out-of-state residents. 

Liz Koerner:

But "Public Enemies" wasn't the only film eligible for the rebate last year. Steve Boettcher and Mike Trinklein own BT Media, a production company in Milwaukee. They produced a smaller budget film. 

Steve Boettcher:

It was shot here in Wisconsin. We had already prepped it in Florida. Locations were scouted in Florida. Crews ready to go in Florida. We switched our plan because the incentive program came to Wisconsin. 

Liz Koerner:

They also applied for a rebate for their four-part PBS series called “Pioneers of Television.” 

Steve Boettcher:

And we're bringing all that work here, the editing, the writing, the music, all the post-production work is all being done here in Wisconsin. 

Liz Koerner:

Boettcher and other advocates of the rebate program would like to change it to focus on creating more jobs in Wisconsin and reward production companies that spend money in the state. 

Steve Boettcher:

I think if we can tighten those loopholes a little bit and make it Wisconsin residents that get jobs out of this, it's a home-run. 

Liz Koerner:

The governor has proposed eliminating the rebates entirely. In its place he's proposed $.5 million in grants. 

Zach Brandon:

We would look  to incent technology, small studios, young or start-up directors and in-state productions.   

Liz Koerner:

Video game development is currently eligible for the rebate program. Brian Raffel is the co-owner of the Middleton video game company called Raven Software. The company employs 185 people. He's not convinced the grant program will create jobs. 

Brian Raffel:

I don't know who's out there, who's going to be trying to get to the till first, so to speak. So it helps, you know, in business to build a plan and to make sure that you have reassurances that you can count on this. So that would -- it's a nice -- it's a nice thought, but, you know, it's not going to really get us where we need to be. 

Liz Koerner:

Raffel says that one year isn't long enough to prove the value of the rebate program. 

Brian Raffel:

Like Microsoft, how many different businesses have sprung up around that, and once you started attracting creative industries such as that, more and more tend to kind of conglomerate together and work together. 

Liz Koerner:

The development of creative industries has already started. RDI Stages near Milwaukee invested $6 million in production facilities, which include a large sound stage. 

Janine Sijan Rozina:

The only reason we actually made the investment was because we knew the incentives in 2006 were projected to begin in 2008. We have two buildings now. We had a third on the horizon but we're holding off on that waiting to see what happens with these incentives.  

Patty Loew:

One year into the film tax credit the governor pared down the program. There's now a cap of $500,000 on credits per fiscal year. Other changes include a requirement that a 25% credit for salary, wages and contract payments be paid only to Wisconsin residents. If a film wants a 25% credit on production expenditures, it must buy Wisconsin products. One other stipulation. In order to qualify, 35% of the overall production budget must be spent in Wisconsin. Since these changes went into effect, only one video game production has applied for a tax credit. Janine from RDI Stages in Milwaukee told us that since film projects in Wisconsin have dried up, their expansion projects are on hold. An independent movie is being produced by the owners of Albion Swords without the help of Wisconsin's film tax credit. The movie is called "2012:  De-evolution." It features their sword manufacturing facility and other locations in southern Wisconsin. More about the movie in a moment. But first reporter Andy Soth shows you this cutting edge business with its trademark swords in New Glarus.   

Andy Soth:

New Glarus, America's Little Switzerland, has long kept European traditions alive. It's a good place then for these medieval enthusiasts to practice an ancient craft. 

Eric McHugh:

We’re not just making any swords, but we’re making medieval swords in a modern context.

Andy Soth:

The modern context is provided by Albion Armorers, a specialist in the manufacture and sale of historic replica swords. 

Amy Waddell:

Who buys swords? They're one of the most unnecessary things you could purchase. 

Andy Soth:

Albion's CEO, Amy Waddell, admits people have an unusual first reaction to her business. 

Amy Waddell:

Then they see them and they hold them and they buy them, because they really are -- they're just fantastic pieces of history. 

Andy Soth:

The pieces come together in a former meat processing plant. It starts with a blank, the basic shape of a sword, cut from a steel plate by a computerized milling machine.   

Eric McHugh:

We do have the benefit of modern equipment. They wouldn't have used that back then. But if they could have, they would have. 

Andy Soth:

A heat-treated blank is sharpened to make a blade. The challenge is to make a weapon that is sharp, but strong. The test for this blade puts the old Ginsu knife to shame. This steel drum is the same gauge as a suit of armor.  

Eric McHugh:

If this was used against an armored opponent, Jason could just take a hone and remove that damage and put it back into service back in the time of medieval times. 

Andy Soth:

This test demonstrates the blade's flexibility. 

Eric McHugh:

So that you get a really strong edge that has the ability to stay sharp, but a blade that will be able to be flexed and take the shock of battle. There he goes. Finally. We would call this a very successful blade.   

Andy Soth:

The sharpened blade gets a cross guard and a pommel that counters the weight of the blade in the user's hand. 

Carl Croushore:

Both the guard and the pommel were design elements. The medieval, the Renaissance, the dark ages, they were a way for the swordsmith or the cutler to express themselves in the sword-making process. 

Amy Waddell:

If you just look at it, it's just such a remarkable piece of engineering, and it's frightening. It's deadly and it's beautiful at the same time. And that's a rare occurrence. 

Andy Soth:

It would be a rare occurrence for anyone to actually need a sword made to such exacting standards given that today people are rarely called upon to slay dragons or join the crusades. Why put so much effort into making what may only be an oversized letter opener?

Eric McHugh:

We want to do the best possible job that we can do to get the best possible performance out of the sword, even though most -- 99% of the people who purchase our swords just buy them and look at them and then put them on a display on their wall. 

Andy Soth:

That authenticity is essential because the customer is not just buying a sword. They're buying a tool to help them travel back in time. 

Amy Waddell:

In today's extremely stressful times, people need an escape. And fantasy and history are an escape. And they want to feel chivalrous, knightly. They want to experience what a knight would have experienced. 

Andy Soth:

That experience can be as powerful as one of these weapons. 

Amy Waddell:

We've had customers write to us and say that when they opened up the box, they broke into tears. They name them, they sleep with them. They hang them on their walls. It's fascinating. It’s very inspiring for all of us.

Patty Loew:

The owners of Albion Swords are writing and producing the movie "2012: De-evolution" shot on location in New Glarus. The movie explores what might happen on December 21, 2012, when the earth's solar system aligns with the core of the galaxy for the first time in 25,000 years. The movie is expected to be released in independent theaters next October and already has international interest. Old world ways are being preserved in northern Wisconsin. Pristine and untamed. That's how the state's newest wild river is described. Sit back and let us take you down the Totagatic River in Washburn County.   

Jo Garrett:

Take a long look at this fall day on the Totagatic River. It's a golden panorama of change.  And in the future, the only change you'll see on this river is this change, the turning of the natural world. The Totagatic will stay wild, undeveloped, protected, forever. As of 2009, four sections of the 70-mile long river, including this section, are now part of the state's wild river system. This makes the Totagatic one of five state wild rivers. To give you a sense of what's being saved, we joined up for a paddle with a group of boaters who have been part of the decade-long effort to preserve this place.   

Jo Garrett:

The group included John Haack, St. Croix basin educator for the University of Wisconsin Extension. The woman in the middle of the canoe is Kathy Bartelson, Wisconsin DNR, St. Croix River watershed supervisor. And energetic Fred Blake is a citizen volunteer for the Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association. 

Fred Blake:

I'm keeping on doing this as long as I can.   

Jo Garrett:

I started my interview sessions about the river with a hardball. How do you pronounce the name? John Haack.

John Haack:

Well, the name is different depending on where you're from and how you pronounce it. Many locals pronounce it TOE-gatech. A lot of us pronounce it ta-TOE-ga-tech. And some people even pronounce it ta-toe-ga-TAT-ech. 

Jo Garrett:

Fred Blake. 

Fred Blake:

I always use ta-TOH-gatek. As a matter of fact, in my notes it's just “Toto.” 

Jo Garrett:

Kathy Bartelson. 

Kathy Bartelson:

If you look at the Washburn County plat books, it's spelled both ways on the same page, Totogatic, and Totagatic.

Jo Garrett:

We're not even going to get near the debate about how to spell the name. But we do wonder what it means. 

Kathy Bartelson:

Supposedly it's an Ojibwa word. I've heard that it means soft, boggy places. 

Jo Garrett:

Yes, this river is that in many places. 

Kathy Bartelson:

And beautiful and flowing is another description I've heard of the translation. 

Jo Garrett:

Let's go with the beautiful and flowing.   

Kathy Bartelson:

Going through the canyon-like areas and then out into these wide floodplain forests, where you feel like you're just in wonderland. 

Fred Blake:

It's as close as you can come to being totally pristine as anything I’ve seen. This is hardly touched. And to me that is a remarkable gift. 

Kathy Bartelson:

Beautiful part about this river is the banks are still intact with native vegetation. You don't see a lot of disturbance. There are homes and a few docks. They're modest and they're few. You can go for a long stretch on the river and feel like, wow.

Jo Garrett:

State wild river status means houses and other structures must be set back at least 300 feet. Piers that exist now can be rebuilt if needed, but no new development is allowed. So the view will stay like this. It's not always an easy ride. A travel on the Totagatic can sometimes include some leg work. That squeaking sound you hear is our rubber boat scraping the shallow river bottom. In low water you're walking your boat. And since it's wild, no one's coming out to remove the river's obstacles. 

John Haack:

There's going to be tree falls, that’s part of being on the wild river, you’re just gonna have to get around that stuff like they’ve been doing for centuries on these rivers.

Fred Blake:

You get out and walk around them or you crawl under them. You do anything you have to do. 

Jo Garrett:

You're on your own here. This place is short on amenities. Big on wild.   

John Haack:

It's going to be unlike a national park. The idea behind the wild river is to keep it wild where we don't have designated campgrounds. It's pretty much going to remain as we see it today. 

Jo Garrett:

It will stay like this. It will stay wild, a golden jewel for Wisconsin.

Patty Loew:

Last week, "In Wisconsin" ventured down the state's other newly designated wild river, the Brunsweiler in Ashland County. Conservationist Martin Hanson helped preserve it from future developments. 

Man:

He felt that it was his life mission to preserve it. 

Patty Loew:

If you'd like to check it out, just go to our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin and then click on In Wisconsin. You'll get to see Jo Garrett's full report. The clean-up of a Wisconsin river is taking on epic proportions. It's just one of the reports we're working on for the next edition of "In Wisconsin."   

Art Hackett:

I'm Art Hackett in De Pere, where the dredging of PCBs from the Fox River has now reached full-scale. 

Andy Soth:

I'm Andy Soth and I'll show you how this simple shack has inspired America's greenest building. 

Woman:

It's really a showcase. We wanted to show what was possible. 

Jo Garrett:

I'm reporter Jo Garrett and I'm here at Tennyson Bay in Peninsula State Park. Behind me is a sculpture called “Woodwind.” Looks pretty nice now, but wait until you see it at night. 

Man:

It's alive out there and things are happening. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports next Thursday at 7:00 on our statewide news magazine program "In Wisconsin." Finally this week, we close out January with a look at the winter snow blanketing the Olson Oak Woods in Dane County. It's owned by the Madison Metropolitan School District and the DNR and designated a state natural area in 1980. Have a great week in Wisconsin.

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, we're on for you.  And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin.  
