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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, eco-friendly destinations. 

Man:

Just a an incentive to keep us thinking about the environment. 

Patty Loew:

See how Wisconsin tourists can go green. Plus, a scenic journey down one of Wisconsin’s newly-designated wild rivers in Ashland County. And that's really odd. Wisconsin's version of Ripley's Believe It or Not. Next on "In Wisconsin."   

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy. We're on for you. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin.   

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with a look at Wisconsin's Going Green initiative, as a way to keep the state green and attract tourists. Ecotourism is becoming big business. Andy Soth shows you how on a summer day near Bayfield. 

Andy Soth:

You could spend a luxurious weekend at Bayfield's Pinehurst Inn and not even realize that your choice may be doing a little bit to help the environment. 

Nancy Sandstrom:

The majority of people who come to this type of bed and breakfast don't want to give it up, give up the luxuries. They want the luxuries.

Andy Soth:

But you may notice the solar collector in the yard or happen by chance on the high-efficiency heater. Or see the Energy Star appliances. Or you can just talk to the owners. 

Steve Sandstrom:

You don't have to be way out there on the edge as far as building design in order to be green. You can still have a building that looks very much normal and still conserve a significant amount of energy. 

Andy Soth:

This normal-looking building is the inn’s garden house. Its insulated walls, solar water heater, energy-efficient windows, as well as its rain garden demonstrate the commitment to conservation that's made the Pinehurst Inn one of the state's premiere ecotourism destinations. 

Julie Stuart:

I live an environmentally-friendly lifestyle at home. So when I travel, I like to spend my dollars in the same way that I make my decisions at home. 

Andy Soth:

That makes Julie Stuart an ecotourist. It's growing segment of the tourist industry. Many see Wisconsin with its great natural resources as fertile ground for ecotourism.

Kelli Trumble:

To think Wisconsin it's really important that we look at our philosophies and we look at our brand and does our brand express ecotourism. At the department of tourism we're clearly looking at that right now and wanting to elevate the brand. 

Andy Soth:

To elevate the brand and make ecotourism more visible, the tourism department created the Travel Green program, which has been piloted in Bayfield.   

John Thiel:

You want to do things to help the environment, you want to, you recycle and you do all these things. Travel Green was a little bit of an incentive to bring it all together. 

Andy Soth:

Travel Green certification is based on a point system, where tourist businesses get credit for ecofriendly practices and then are allowed to market themselves as certified ecotourism businesses. A sailboat may have less environmental impact than a motorboat, but captain John Thiel found he could still do more. 

John Thiel:

We used to do box lunches ‘cause that was a simple thing, that’s what a lot of people do on a full-day trip. That produces a lot of waste. So we took the sandwiches from a local organic deli and we cut up the sandwiches and they put them in a tupperware food box. We have no waste because we don't have any packaging materials we have to throw away at the end.   

Andy Soth:

Other changes have been more profound.   

John Thiel:

I found out that if I improve my sailing skills, we can sail the boat almost as fast as we used to motor it when the wind is light. It was a good incentive to learn how to sail better. 

John Thiel:

That's good right there. 

Andy Soth:

Before Travel Green, it might have meant an hour of motoring to reach one of the far-out Apostle Islands. Now the trip involves more of what people want to do on a sailboat: sailing.  

John Thiel:

Overall, we're making more money and we're using less fuel. Part of that was the Travel Green, just an incentive to get us thinking again about the environment.   

Steve Sandstrom:

It's a win/win for the environment and economically.   

Andy Soth:

But it's not only sail adventurers and innkeepers thinking about the environment. More than two dozen businesses from orchards to souvenir shops to fishmongers have become Travel Green certified. 

Mary Gardner:

I saw a study once that said shopping is the number one reason people travel. Now, that might not be the number one reason they come to Bayfield, but I believe it's an important part of their visit, seeing the local shops and the local culture. So I think it is a fit. 

Andy Soth:

What they see at Water Music Jewelry are one of a kind pieces, sparkling in glass display cases. 

Mary Gardner:

In the jewelry business you want your gems to sparkle. That drives sales. 

Andy Soth:

But an energy audit revealed there was perhaps too much sparkling. Gardner kept the bright halogen lights in the display cases, but made changes elsewhere. 

Mary Gardner:

We investigated compact florescent and we switched most of our lighting to compact fluorescent. Realized about a 13% energy savings last year, which affects your bottom line. 

Andy Soth:

Because many environmentally friendly practices reduce resource use, Travel Green members find they save money. The question is, can they also increase profit by appealing to travelers who think of themselves as ecotourists? 

Kelli Trumble:

Consumers are consciously making decisions that they themselves want to make a difference in limiting the impact on the environment, so they join in partnership with those businesses that do. 

Nancy Sandstrom:

We've seen about 20% of the guests coming in mentioning that they were very attracted to our sustainability focus.   

Andy Soth:

But these ecotourist business owners say increased profit is not their only motivating factor. 

Mary Gardner:

Why not step it up. If you came to live in this kind of pristine environment, it's important to support it and sustain it, I think.   

John Thiel:

At least within my little world I want to do everything I can to lessen that impact. 

Nancy Sandstrom:

One feel that we feel very strongly about here is the ability to make these decisions with a sense of honor for the history of this place.   

Patty Loew:

Nancy Sandstrom tells us the website Independent Traveler recently named the Pinehurst Inn to its top ten list of environmentally friendly accommodations. That list includes a Kenyan safari camp and a Bolivian eco-lodge, along with the Bayfield bed and breakfast. Wisconsin has thousands of tourist attractions, but only five wild rivers. The Brunsweiler and Totagatic join an elite group including the Pine, the Popple and the Pike, which were designated “wild rivers” when the law was first enacted in 1965. So it's been a while. This week Jo Garrett takes you for a scenic fall journey down river in Ashland County.   

Jo Garrett:

This is the Brunsweiler River in Ashland County.   This 10-mile stretch recently garnered a second name, the Martin Hanson Wild River. Hanson was an important conservationist in Wisconsin. He passed away in 2008. For decades, this river and surrounding territory was Hanson's home. This part of the Brunsweiler is now protected as part of Wisconsin's Wild Rivers system. It's a rare honor. Wisconsin has just five designated state wild rivers. 

Tom Rossberger:

This is named after Martin Hanson, who was my great uncle. 

Jo Garrett:

Hanson’s grand-nephew, Tom Rossberger, spent his summers here and now lives on the Brunsweiler. 

Jo Garrett:

With his children, Tommy and Elizabeth, in tow, Rossberger got us all shipshape and took us downstream to show us why Hanson was so determined to keep this river wild, protected from development. 

Tom Rossberger:

He felt that it was his life mission to preserve it. Martin was working on it really hard. He was getting up in age and he was worried that if it didn't get that designation, there wouldn't be anything left to prevent anything from happening.   

Jo Garrett:

It's a stunning place. In big ways. And small.   

Tom Rossberger:

It's so unique. It's so special. You'll never see another place quite like this place. 

Jo Garrett:

That this man will be remembered by a wild river seems fitting. Hanson was like a current in the Wisconsin conservation movement, unseen, yet constant and strong. 

Tom Rossberger:

Over his years, he helped to do so many things. He actually helped with Gaylord Nelson to get the St. Croix designated. 

Jo Garrett:

He was a force behind the naming of the St. Croix as a national scenic river and the Apostle Islands as a national lakeshore. And now this river bears his name and stays as it is.   

Tom Rossberger:

There's no more development that can happen to it. Whatever's here can remain, but there can be no further development for the entire length that's been designated. It shows folks what this land can look like if you take care of it and you don't develop every chunk that you can. I very much appreciate what my family has done to preserve it, and I really look forward to seeing it for my lifetime and my children's lifetime. For as long as it can remain. 

Patty Loew:

We mentioned the other new wild river in Wisconsin, the Totagatic. Next week the journey continues as we paddle down this wild gem.   

Man:

It's as close as you can come, I think, to being totally pristine as anything I've seen. This is hardly touched. And to me that is a remarkable gift.   

Patty Loew:

Nature flows as far as the eye can see, through Bayfield, Sawyer, Washburn, Douglas and Burnett Counties. Come along for the ride on the Totagatic next Thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin." Scenic rivers, cheese and the Packers are a few things that bring Wisconsin fame. But there are many more historical facts that make our state unique. Liz Koerner shows you a popular exhibit where odd Wisconsin is on display for all to see. 

Liz Koerner:

In the basement of the Wisconsin Historical Society there are hundreds of thousands of pieces of state history, items that are normally hidden from view. Recently, a hand-picked selection of these intriguing items have been put on display at the Wisconsin Historical Museum. The exhibit is called “Odd Wisconsin.” Joe Kaplar, exhibit curator, took us on a tour starting with an item that is odd and dangerous. 

Joe Kaplar:

What we have in front of us here is something that maybe older visitors are going to remember. Maybe when they went to get their new shoes they stepped up and put their feet into a shoe X-ray machine. And through these portals at the top you can see where the salesman would look in and perhaps mom or a spouse and look down in and get a realtime X-ray view of their foot. The idea was that through careful viewing of the foot, you could get a better-fitting shoe. 

Liz Koerner:

What the clerks and customers didn't know was that the scope was spitting out dangerous levels of radiation. By 1960, 34 states, including Wisconsin, had banned their use. But by that time nearly 10,000 fluoroscopes had been sold in the United States alone. Another odd but helpful device was found in beauty parlors starting in the 1920s. This Medusa-like contraption is a Permawave machine. 

Joe Kaplar:

Each of those ends of those electrical cords, there’s about a dozen or so, little mini curling irons. A rod and a clamp would be heated up and the hair would be wrapped around that. A little bit of chemicals and quite a bit of time, hours, those clamped to your head, you could get those curly hairs you desired.   

Liz Koerner:

Another item that attracted female consumers was the paper dress. 

Joe Kaplar:

And in the late '60s, that had become an international craze of paper dresses. Even some of the major high-end dress manufacturers started making some paper dresses. But that idea came from a Wisconsin paper company. 

Liz Koerner:

The dresses were made by Scott Paper Company and cost $1.25. It started out as a marketing gimmick to promote Scott toilet paper, napkins and paper towels. Within six months, orders for a half a million dresses flooded the company, making it impossible to produce their primary products. They chose to end their paper dress promotion.   

Liz Koerner:

Even though the exhibit is called “Odd Wisconsin,” not every item is off the wall. 

Joe Kaplar:

Some things you're going to laugh because they're whimsical. Other things are more serious. Hm? What? Eww. 

Liz Koerner:

One of the most spectacular pieces is a tuxedo jacket worn by Wisconsin’s own piano impresario Liberace. It weighs in at 6.5 pounds. 

Joe Kaplar:

We regularly peruse auction catalogs. There are treasures that belong back in Wisconsin. We were able to purchase this with an endowment fund, although most of the items come through donation. 

Liz Koerner:

One of the artifacts was donated by artist Marge Engleman.   

Marge Engleman:

The piece is entitled the “Land of the Freed-Up Woman.” 

Liz Koerner:

She made it in 1971 in the early days of the feminist movement. 

Marge Engleman:

I was inspired by at the time we thought the women, the feminists, had burned their bras. They really never did. But it was inspired by them. And then about that same time the pill came out and the pill came in the format that you see in the field of blue. It seemed like they were symbols of women having more freedom. I was in Green Bay at the time, and there were a lot of positive reactions, but then, of course, there were people who thought that I was desecrating the flag.   

Liz Koerner:

This walleye, made out of concrete, also represents a period of time in Wisconsin history when emotions ran high.   

Liz Koerner:

During the late 1980s, protestors in northern Wisconsin confronted Native Americans at boat landings. The Indians were exercising their treaty rights to fish for walleye with spears. Greg Guthrie is a Native American who lives in Lac du Flambeau. He donated this artifact. 

Greg Guthrie:

The idea was that these concrete walleyes would be planted in the lakes and Indian spearers would mistake that for a real walleye and spear the concrete walleye and break their spears. The problem with the concrete walleyes is they didn't move like the real walleyes moved, so they weren't very much of a real decoy.   

Liz Koerner:

The Odd Wisconsin exhibit has many more intriguing items on display, each with its own remarkable story. Kaplar is counting on curiosity to help connect visitors with their past. 

Joe Kaplar:

It shapes the world we live in today. If you can get that in these stories, I think that's a great way to be accessible to history.   

Patty Loew:

Seems like there are plenty of Wisconsin oddities to go around. Since the exhibit first opened last year, 40% of the items have been switched out. For more information, just go to wpt.org, then click on "In Wisconsin" for a closer look. So far nearly 100,000 people have toured the Odd Wisconsin display. It will remain open through this summer. For the past two weeks, "In Wisconsin" has profiled some of the outstanding competitors in this year's Bolz Young Artist Competition. This year's teen musicians included Greg Riss on the marimba, Leah Latoracca on violin, pianist Joel Weng, and Alice Huang on violin performing with the Madison Symphony Orchestra. And here is your winner.   

Patty Loew:

Greg, a 17-year-old marimba player from Oregon High School, took home top honors. Congratulations to all this year's finalists. Our next report features another winner, a young storyteller. Wisconsin Public Television has aired Reading Rainbow since 1983. Last August, the series left the air, but not before inspiring lots of kids to read books and some to write. That's how "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett found an award-winning author from Portage. 

Woman:

And this is one of our studios and these people are all here for you.

Art Hackett:

8-year-old Abigail Helser of Portage has been a fan of Reading Rainbow for years. 

Dawn Helser:

Abby has two older siblings that are in their 20s and they watched Reading Rainbow and when Abby got to be old enough to start getting interested, my older kids encouraged me to make sure Abby watched it. So it was a regular event in the afternoon. 

Theme song:

Take a look, it's in a book, a reading rainbow!

Art Hackett:

Reading Rainbow began as a summertime series to encourage children to read during their vacation. Later on, the show suggests kids try their hand at creating their own storybooks. 

Lavar Burton:

It's a chance for everyone in kindergarten through 3rd grade to create your very own story and win some great prizes. 

Art Hackett:

When Abigail was in 1st grade, that's what she did. 

Abigail Helser:

I only entered one other story and that is called “The Polka Dotted Umbrella.” That was two years ago and last year I didn't enter. 

Art Hackett:

Abby's first effort won an “outstanding story” certificate.   

Abigail Helser:

It pretty much started right about here, a fictional story about a girl and she uses her umbrella for everything. After a big rain, she floats across a pond in it and she sleeps with it. She does pretty much everything with it.   

Art Hackett:

As Abby said, it was fictional. 

Abigail Helser:

I actually had a dream, and that was the dream. 

Art Hackett:

Two years later, as a 3rd grader, Abigail tried again, this time with a true story, a story that reads like a script for another PBS series, that would be “History Detectives.” “Finding Grandpa” is the story of her father's search for details of his father's experience during World War II. 

Abigail Helser:

There's Grandpa Bernie. 

Art Hackett:

Bernie Helser grew up on a dairy farm in Shawano County. Abby never knew her grandfather. Her father never had a chance to hear his father's stories. 

Abigail Helser:

Dad never really knew his dad. 

Art Hackett:

Bernie Helser suffered a stroke while Chris was still young. 

Chris Helser:

I had always had the crew photograph of my father's. 

Art Hackett:

Chris Helser said his memory of his father was kept alive by this photograph. 

Chris Helser:

And in fact it's up in my office. It's hanging up there. 

Abigail Helser:

Dad was trying to track down someone who knew Grandpa during the war. So he found something in an old letter that one of the crew members had sent to my grandma. Here is a copy of the letter that Dad found. 

Art Hackett:

The book is the story of how that letter led Chris Helser to another crew member, Marvin King, who lives in Pennsylvania. 

Abigail Helser:

Then later we flew out and we met him. When we were about to leave, he said, “Would you please allow me to adopt you as my granddaughter?” I said yes. And we're still very close to Grandpa Marvin. 

Abigail Helser:

This was Grandpa Marvin and Grandpa Bernie right there.   

Art Hackett:

Her visit to Grandpa Marvin happened just as she was trying to decide on a story to enter in the contest.   

Art Hackett:

Did he know you were working on this?   

Abigail Helser:

Well, we asked his permission to use his name in the book, and he said that he would be honored just to have his name mentioned. But he thought that it was all about Grandpa Bernie and Dad. But he didn't quite realize that it was all about him. And so he knew a little bit that he was going to be in it. 

Art Hackett:

So now Abby has two grandpas. This summer, she got a phone call saying her book was the national 3rd grade 1st place award winner from among more than 35,000 entries from across the country. 

Art Hackett:

Do you remember what happened when you heard you won 1st place? 

Abigail Helser:

I said, oh, wow, because I was pretty much speechless. 

Dawn Helser:

We're just very pleased to see that the book has gotten such wonderful national attention because our hope and expectation is that as other people read it, they will think about those people in their lives that maybe they could make contact with, touch a little more deeply, develop a relationship with.   

Art Hackett:

Abby and her mom got to come to our studios, hear the staff sing the Reading Rainbow theme song, collect some prizes and see her book's cover enshrined in icing on a cake. But there is more to the story. About the time Abby won the award, she found out she would be moving. Her father got a job at a NASA research center in Maryland. She's leaving her home in Portage, but her new home will put her closer to Grandpa Marvin.   

Patty Loew:

And that's a fitting end to Abigail's story. Now here's a look at some of the reports we're working on for the next edition of "In Wisconsin."   

Liz Koerner:

This is Liz Koerner. In 2008 Hollywood came to Wisconsin to film “Public Enemies.” The state lured the filmmakers with incentives. Did it pay off? See how new rules are playing in Wisconsin. 

Man:

What started as a small incentive has sort of turned into a competitive, what we call race to the bottom. 

Frederica Freyberg:

This is "In Wisconsin’s” Frederica Freyberg. The state's budget crisis could increase problems in overloaded courts. 

Man:

I feel like constantly we're against the gun. 

Frederica Freyberg:

In our ongoing “Money Matters” series we examine the district attorney shortage across Wisconsin. 

Man:

We would call this a very successful blade.

Andy Soth:

This is "In Wisconsin" reporter Andy Soth. Come with me back to the dark ages. 

Woman:

It's just such a remarkable piece of engineering. 

Andy Soth:

An old world tool with a modern edge when we visit New Glarus.   

Jo Garrett:

I'm reporter Jo Garrett. Join us for a trip down the Totagatic. 

Woman:

You can go for a long stretch on the river and feel like, wow. 

Jo Garrett:

This river was recently designated a state wild river. Hop on board and you'll find out why. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports next Thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin." A quick programming note. “Here & Now” will not be seen this week. Instead, PBS will take part in “Hope for Haiti Now,” a nationwide telethon airing Friday night at 7:00. After George Clooney hosts the telethon, donations go to aid organizations working in Haiti. Finally this week, a closer look at Toft Point. It's located on a one-mile wide peninsula along Door County's rugged Lake Michigan coast. This site near Bailey’s Harbor was designated a state natural area in 1967. Have a great week in Wisconsin.
