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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, the economic downturn down on the farm. 

Woman:

It's probably almost half of what we were making last year. 

Patty Loew:

It's the end of the line for some family-owned Wisconsin dairy farms. Plus we take you to Platteville. 

Man:

The service that we want to get done, you know. 

Patty Loew:

See how a father and son, along with their odd contraption are restocking the state's forest and the insights of Michael Perry are on parade, literally. 

Michael Perry:

This isn't a parade. It's a pilgrimage. 

Patty Loew:

He makes his "In Wisconsin" debut with a humorous new video essay. Next on "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, for bringing safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with a soldier's story. As the United States begins to stand down in Iraq and debates the troop increase in Afghanistan, we thought it would be worth revisiting our report on US army major Andrew Olmsted. He's a soldier with Wisconsin connections and the first US casualty in Iraq last year. We learned there's a new book about this army hero. More on that in a moment. First Art Hackett shows you how Olmsted's writings are having an impact around the world and in Cedarburg. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He's an exceptional writer. He'd been writing for six or seven years and had really gotten into discussing a lot of political issues among other things. He also wrote about the Red Sox which were his team. 

Art Hackett:

Wesley Olmsted of Cedarburg is US army major Andrew Olmsted's father. Major Olmsted, age 37, was the first US soldier to die in Iraq in 2008. He was based at Fort Carson in Colorado. Andrew Olmsted left behind a widow, Amanda Wilson. Andrew Olmsted grew up in Maine and then Massachusetts where his father was a chemical engineer for Polaroid. While in college, Olmsted joined ROTC and then entered the army. 

Wesley Olmsted:

There were a number of different things that influenced his decision. Some of the books that he read. When you read through a book like that and it's all about camaraderie and how you can make a difference in the world by -- and at the same time be a part of something bigger than yourself. 




Art Hackett:

About seven years ago, Andrew Olmsted became a blogger, writing a series of postings on the internet, known formally as a web log, or “blog” for short.

Wesley Olmsted:

He got into blogging because he liked to have a discussion and his blogs were not way-conservative or way-liberal. If you go through and look through some of the earlier blogs, you'll discover he's trying to use the blog as a way to consolidate in his own mind what he thinks about specific issues. 


Art Hackett:

He eventually created a new blog, AndrewOlmsted.com and then joined a group of other bloggers at a site called Obsidian Wings. The group was looking for a conservative voice. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He's more of a libertarian than conservative. It was a small “l,” not a capital “L.” 

Art Hackett:

Andrew Olmsted served in the army for 15 years but wasn't ordered to Iraq until mid 2007. 

Wesley Olmsted:

In general this is what he felt, that because he was a soldier, he had to go. Plus I think he felt he was going to be able to do some good by doing the training and in the ultimate, hopefully we would be able to turn this over to the Iraqis and then walk away. 

Art Hackett:

The Rocky Mountain News in Denver enlisted Olmsted to write a blog for their website. Reporter David Montero was assigned to write the background story. 

David Montero:

It was interesting the first few entries of his blogs that I read. I thought they were technical and he really didn't let himself be, his voice be in the writing, I didn't think, early on in the -- in our blog. It wasn't until later, I think as he got comfortable with the forum, and got reader comments that he started to open up a bit. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He put one up one time asking people to send, not soccer balls, but the needles and pumps so the kids could re-inflate these things. Once the Iraqi kids had beaten them up, they deflate rather rapidly sometimes. 

David Montero:

I think he was more comfortable making observations about things that he was seeing and things he was doing but this is stuff that we had talked about prior to his leaving to -- about his interests in the culture and his trying to understand the culture, making sure that he did the proper things to be the best ambassador as he could be. I think he did seem himself as an ambassador to the Iraqi people. 


Art Hackett:

His last post for the Rocky Mountain News was dated December 26, 2007, describing the Muslim holiday Eid al Adha.

David Montero:

The managing editor came up to me and said there was a report going around the blogosphere that Andrew had been killed. I didn't believe it right away. I was really hoping it wasn't true and so my first reaction was, a lot of things that appear on blogs aren't true, and sometimes it's like a dry tinder fire. Things can spread so fast and I thought maybe somebody inadvertently posted something that wasn't true. 

Art Hackett:

The day after Olmsted was killed, another post appeared on the blog. It begins, “this is an entry I would have preferred not to have published but there are limits to what we can control in life and apparently, I have passed one of those limits.” 

David Montero:

I can visualize Andy trying to go over and talk to people, see if they would put their guns down and unfortunately, they didn't know him and they decided to shoot him. 

Art Hackett:

When he died on January 3, all of a sudden this last post pops up on the blog. Did you know that was coming? 

Wesley Olmsted:

No. No. I had no idea. I'm not surprised. As he said when he opened the blog, he said he always wanted to have the last word and by God, he was going to do it. So he did. 

Art Hackett:

Andrew Olmsted had written a lengthy message to be posted in the event of his passing. It was led with a quote from his favorite science fiction series, Babylon Five and this one from Plato. “Only the dead have seen the end of war.” Here’s some of what Andrew Olmsted had to say.

Olmsted’s blog:

I do ask, not that I’m in a position to enforce this, that no one try to use my death to further their political purposes. I went to Iraq and did what I did for my reasons, not yours. My life isn't a chit to be used to bludgeon people to silence on either side. 

Wesley Olmsted:

If you read in his final post the comment that he said I hope that -- two things. One he said, we went to war too quickly. There were mixed feelings about doing this. He also said, I'm in the army. When the boss says you go, you go. 

Olmsted’s blog:

A decision that for most of us in America was academic, whether or not to go to war in Iraq had very real consequences for hundreds of thousands of people. Yet I was as guilty as anyone of minimizing those very real consequences in lieu of a cold discussion of theoretical merits of war and peace. Now, I'm facing some very real consequences of that decision. Who says life doesn't have a sense of humor? 

David Montero:

It reminds me of that -- I don't know if you saw the movie “Contact” with Jodi Foster but when she's up there looking at all of the stuff and she said “I shouldn't have sent a sign, I should have sent a poet” to describe what you saw. We have essentially a writer able to describe his feelings and what he thought about what was going on over there and how he saw things over there. 

Wesley Olmsted:

I knew the blog was worldwide. I knew there would be a lot of people who would see it. 

Art Hackett:

Accounts of the final post bounced from blog to blog. Andrew Olmsted's final post was reprinted in papers in Australia, South Africa and Germany. Here it is in Hungarian. 

Wesley Olmsted:

It's a broader thing than just a single family. He wanted this seen by as many people as possible and he got his wish in a way. There are over half a million hits on it and that was several months ago. 

Art Hackett:

Wesley Olmsted has collected printouts of the online comments from the blogs. They fill hundreds of pages in a ring binder. More than 4,000 US troops have died in Iraq since the war began in 2003. 

Wesley Olmsted:

There have been a number of comments from a number of soldiers, people who had served with him, some who had just been in Iraq and unilaterally, almost universally what they're saying is, somebody finally said what I've been thinking for a long time. So I mean, in the way that Rupert Brook was the poet for the first world war, Andy has become the spokesman for those who died in Iraq. 

Patty Loew:

Andrew Olmsted's perspective lives on in a new book called A Soldier's Words published Vantage Press. His father said he sent a copy of the book to President Obama, suggesting he read it prior to making a decision on whether to send more troops into Afghanistan. So far he's not heard back from the president. Proceeds from the book will go to a scholarship fund at Olmsted's former high school in Massachusetts. The heartbreak of war and tough economic times are hitting hard on the homefront. Wisconsin dairy farmers keep hearing about an economic recovery and yet their cost for doing business way out paces the prices they get for milk. In our ongoing “Money Matters” series, "In Wisconsin’s” Frederica Freyberg shows you how farmers are still waiting for recovery down on the farm in Plymouth. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The acreage out back of Gene Bohnhoff’s dairy farm will soon be grazing land for his 200 cows. They'll be eating grass to save on the back breaking cost of feed. 

Gene Bohnhoff:

It's pretty tough. 

Kathy Bohnhoff:

I am a little probably afraid of what's coming if milk prices don't improve. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The price farmers have been getting for their milk for the last several months is the lowest in 25 years. 

Kathy Bohnhoff:

It's probably almost half of what we were making last year. 

Frederica Freyberg:

And their costs for things like feed and seed and fertilizer have only gone up, and then there's health care. 

Kathy Bohnhoff:

Gene just had surgery on his shoulder this last February. We had to pay thousands. I'm still paying on his hospital bills. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Sheboygan County dairy agent Tina Kohlman hears it every day. 

Tina Kohlman:

They say to me that they don't know how they're going to make the next milk check last. A lot of times the milk checks are spent before they receive it in their bank account. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Low milk prices for farmers are the result of supply and demand. A cool summer meant cows produced more so supply is high even as some farmers went out of business and demand on the export markets of cheese and nonfat dry milk fell into the basement this year. Government programs like price supports do offer Wisconsin farmers some needed relief. 

Kathy Bohnhoff:

The extra money that we just get monthly from the milk program helps to just kind of take the edge off of some of those bills that we can't pay. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Ag experts say increasingly in this market and in this economy, dairy farmers are turning to another kind of government help many never considered before. Things like food stamps, fuel assistance, health insurance for the poor. 

Tina Kohlman:

These producers take pride in a product they produce and they take pride they are self sufficient and it is breaking their hearts to even have to call and ask, are there programs or opportunities for me that I can tap into just to get me through the next month? 

Frederica Freyberg:

The Bohnhoff’s youngest son Tim works on the farm. His three older siblings have left for college and other professions. 

Tim Bohnhoff:

I'm not really sure about wanting to continue to dairy farm here. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Tim says he's watched how hard his parents have worked and despite their wishes, he may not become the fourth generation to run the farm. 

Tim Bohnhoff:

This isn't really a job. It's a life. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The Wisconsin department of agriculture reports that since about 1950, 100,000 family farms have gone out of business. Many times a retiring farmer becomes the last in a line. 

Tina Kohlman:

Their knees are going out, their backs are going out. They can't do that much longer as they age but they don't have another generation, the sons or daughters coming in. 

Frederica Freyberg:

But there are glimmers of hope among young people interested in farming like in the faces of kids tending to their show animals at the Sheboygan County fair. 

Tina Kohlman:

You guys are ready? 

Frederica Freyberg:

Tina Kohlman calls this a happy time in the midst of all of the toil and trouble. 

Tina Kohlman:

This is the highlight of Sheboygan County. This is the climax of the summer. To see these young kids who have passion and heart, it is a bright spot and it's an opportunity for the farmers to spend time with their families. This brings our families together, gives them a break from the every day things that are going on in the farm. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Things like sending milk off to market for prices that don't allow most farmers to break even, much less profit. Experts say prices that would allow that are not expected for at least a year. 

Patty Loew:

Wisconsin ag experts say prices are starting to edge higher but have a long way to go to reverse the red ink facing farmers. The president this month signed legislation that gives 350 million dollars in emergency financial relief to dairy farmers. The report you just saw is part of a much larger project involving journalists from around the country called “Patchwork Nation.” In collaboration with PBS's Newshour and the Christian Science Monitor, we are examining how economic issues are playing differently across the country. To learn more just go to our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. You'll find information about Patchwork Nation. It's that time of the year when squirrels are busy storing away nuts for another long winter. But they've got some competition. "In Wisconsin" reporter Liz Koerner introduces you to a father and son team with an unusual fall ritual around Platteville. 

Man:

Brandon? If I could get you to start putting the pickers in the trailer and I'll shut the garage door here. 

Liz Koerner:

Roger Lange and his son Brandon would not be insulted if you called them a little nutty. 

Roger Lange:

Do you want one or two pickers? 

Brandon Lange:

Two. 

Roger Lange:

All right. 

Liz Koerner:

In fact, they have an autumn ritual that all but guarantees that the Lange family name and the word nuts are used in the same sentence. 

Roger Lange:

Looks like there's quite a bit of seed here.

Liz Koerner:

Every year the Langes collect nuts like acorns on lawns around town using these funny-looking machines. Pushing past each other with their pickers, at times they appear to be a dancing duet. Brandon says there's a good reason why he helps his dad every year. 

Brandon Lange:

Fun. 

Liz Koerner:

This annual father-son adventure got started 11 years ago when Brandon was only two. At that age, he wasn't much help but things have certainly changed over the years. 

Roger Lange:

I need a helper. He's pretty invaluable. I mean, he's a good, hard worker. 

Liz Koerner:

And hard work is what it's all about. Brandon and his father start the nut picking season in mid August, collecting their first crop under burr oak trees. 

Roger Lange:

This is burr oak. It's an acorn from the bur oak tree. It has the curlies on the end and the cap is attached to the seed. That's how you normally see it. I go back to the same tree every year because that's the first tree that drops. 

Liz Koerner:

After the burr oak harvest, the Langes move on to white oak followed by red oak and gather a little butternut and shagbark hickory along the way. They sell most of the nuts to the DNR's Wilson state tree nursery in Boscobel and earn $25 to $35 a bushel. Roger already has a full time job so the cash for collecting nuts is a bonus. Brandon said he's saving for college and a truck. You can probably guess which comes first. 

Brandon Lange:

Truck. 

Liz Koerner:

But their work isn't done when they pack up and head for home. That's when these pickers get picky. They hand sort the burr oak acorns and pick out the trash. 

Brandon Lange:

The leaves, twigs, sticks, anything that looks like it's junk. 

Roger Lange:

A lot of this stuff will go down through the mesh. That's why I'm swishing it around. 

Liz Koerner:

White oak and red oak acorns are easier to sort than burr oak. They just shovel them into a big bucket of water. 

Roger Lange:

Anything with air in it will actually float. It makes it nice for sorting. Look and see how well it did. It looks like it will still need a little bit of touch-up on it. 

Liz Koerner:

After the Langes deliver the nuts to the DNR, they're planted in the state's tree nursery. When the trees are two to three years old, the DNR sells them to the public. Roger and Brandon see evidence of their hard work in a private plantation just down the road from their Platteville home. The DNR estimates about a million trees are now growing out of the Lange's seed collecting efforts. 

Roger Lange:

There's a lot of work in this, and kind of gives you a warm, fuzzy feeling knowing that, you know, I provided a lot of seeds to the state. 

Roger Lange:

The service that, you know, who else will get it done, you know. 

Patty Loew:

Roger Lange says white oak acorns pay the best. The demand from the state is down this year because they're not selling as many trees. This week we welcome a new contributor to our statewide news magazine program. Michael Perry lives in rural Eau Claire County and is a popular author. His newest book is Coop: a Year of Poultry, Pigs and Parenting. Perry has been all over the country on a national book tour. But Wisconsin Public Television viewers can say they knew Michael Perry first. His humorous video essays have appeared on our sister program, "Here and Now," for the past six years. This week we debut Perry's first video essay for "In Wisconsin." A recovering farm boy, he has a fondness for trucks and tractors and as you're about to see, Perry reached the epicenter of that intrigue last summer in Madison. 

Michael Perry:

How are you doing? I woke up at 6:00 a.m. this morning, 3 ½ hours south of my chicken coop and I looked out my hotel room window and there on the horizon, I saw a beautiful sight. This is my favorite version of the International Harvester logo. I don't know if I want to touch it. We got little peanut tractors and great big, ol' honking tractors. We're in Madison, Wisconsin for the International Harvester Red Power Roundup. This is the biggest collection of red paint you're going to find in the entire United States of America. It's a long haul from a horse drawn reaper in 1831 to this in 2009. This is a farm boy's dream come true here. You know what would be really terrific is if someone would take the beautiful old tractors, find a bunch of old International pickup trucks and have themselves a parade. 

Man:

Did anybody bring a tow strap with them? Good, that means nobody will break down. 

Michael Perry:

When you're offered the opportunity to be the marshal of the International Red Harvester parade, there's really only one answer. Away we go. Follow that tractor. This isn't just a parade. This is a pilgrimage. We have folks from all over the US that come to this event. If you like red paint, this is your day of worship. Sometimes you're in the parade and sometimes you're in the parade. I think we ran out of gas. If you like red paint, today is your day. Listen to that exhaust cap rattle. Sometimes a fella needs a little help, a little crank. All red all the time. I should mention that I do have friends who have a fondness for agricultural equipment of another color. But today is our day, and we'll still be friends tomorrow. There's a self help group for people who are obsessed with Internationals and it's called the International Harvester Collector's Club and you are looking at member number 429. It is a gorgeous IH logo in 3D. That's a beauty. I would like that for a tie clip. This is not a tractor show, it’s not a truck show. This is an art show. Here come a bunch of gorgeous old trucks. Ok. B model there, a woody coming through, three KD models in a row. Anybody who says an International isn't beautiful hasn't seen that truck. I'm not much of a gear head but I'm here today because I love International trucks. I love them so much, I wrote a book about one called Truck: a Love Story. And people ask me sometimes, they'll say is that a love story about a truck or a woman? I always ask, is there not room enough in a man's heart for both? I mean, look at her. For a farm boy, this is like going to the Louvre. 

Patty Loew:

In a big way, Michael Perry's book Truck: a Love Story was devoted in equal parts to his then fiancé and all things International Harvester and after this week's report, you can understand why. "In Wisconsin" will feature more of Michael Perry's video essays in the coming weeks. Now here's a look at some of the reports we're working on for the next edition of "In Wisconsin." 

Jo Garrett:

This is Jo Garrett. It's that time of year again as millions of migratory song birds stream through our state. 

Man:

This bird that weighs 10 grams has flown from Costa Rica or Panama to Wisconsin, across so many hazards. 

Jo Garrett:

Why did these birds die here in Wisconsin? We'll investigate what's killing these songbirds. 

Andy Soth:

I'm Andy Soth. This year Wisconsin celebrates 100 years of flight. 

Man:

There are plenty of military heros, plenty of extraordinary pilots, extraordinary inventions. 

Patty Loew:

And we'll explore a unique section of the Ice Age national scenic trail where you can go bowling, hiking, to church and get a tattoo in the same day. Those reports next Thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin." We leave you this week with a look at the amazing creatures that call Necedah wildlife refuge their home. It's located in Juneau County. The savanna, sedge meadows and upland hardwood timber habitats attract a wide range of wildlife. Have a great week in Wisconsin.

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, for bringing safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web. And the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

