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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, a creature rarely seen hidden in the wilds of Wisconsin. 

Man:

These are not baby owls. These are full grown. 

Patty Loew:

It's a sight you can catch once a year at a place called Woodland Dunes. Plus an uphill battle to raise money for two college women from Thailand who are giving hope to the next generation. And the DNR tries to preserve this parcel of land in Jefferson County. 

Man:

The property has a very beautiful topography. Great views and things like that. It really sets a concept of a park property. 

Patty Loew:

See why this unique preservation project is described as pearls on a string. This week on "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

Wisconsin is home to an amazing array of animals and some we rarely see. So we begin this week with a close-up look at one raptor that can easily hide in the wild. "In Wisconsin" reporter Jo Garrett shows you this elusive night owl at a place called Woodland Dunes in Manitowoc County. 

Jo Garrett:

There is an animal that is so secretive, so hidden, you're lucky if you hear its call in these woods. To say nothing of actually seeing them. These mysterious creatures only emerge at night, which is why Jim Dufek arrived in the waning hours here at the Woodland Dunes nature center in Manitowoc County. Dufek volunteers here as a member of a group called the Night Gang. 

Jim Dufek:

The night gang is a group of volunteers who come out to check the nets at different times during the night. Right now we have 10:00 p.m., midnight, 2:00 a.m.  People come out. 

Jo Garrett:

They show up at these time slots nearly every night for nearly six weeks. Every night these nets go up. 

Jim Dufek:

We've actually had as many as 70 in a night when you get a northwest wind. 

Man:

You don't want to stick your finger in there, oh man. There is something in here. Now remember, these are full grown. 

Jo Garrett:

Bernie Brouchous reveals the animal the Night Gang netted squinting in the sunlight. 

Bernie Brouchous:

These are not babies, they're full grown. 

Jo Garrett:

This is a saw-whet owl. They're the stars of the Woodland Dunes annual Owl Fest. The name is saw-whet. Wisconsin's smallest owl. 

Bernie Brouchous:

They may be 8 inches, wing spread maybe 14, 16 inches. They're very light. A couple ounces. 

Jo Garrett:

Owl Fest provides a chance to see that petite predator up close and to gain an appreciation of how it survives in the world of night. 

Woman:

Where do you see the ears? Do you see them? See that disc there? Disc shaped feathers here? They direct the sound to behind that disc and that's where the ear is. If you look, there it is, see? 

Woman:

Oh my gosh. 

Child:

Looks weird. 

Woman:

Oh my goodness. 

Woman:

These feathers direct that to the back of the disc where the ears are. One is higher, one is lower. 

Jo Garrett:

This bird is a hook. A way in through an interesting animal, to an interest in the natural world. Jim Nickelbaum, the executive director of Woodland Dunes. 

Jim Nickelbaum:

I hear references to “gateway species.”Along the Wisconsin River or you may have bald eagles congregating. For us it's saw-whet owls. They're very appealing to people. They're a calm bird. They're amenable to being shown and released. Being able to get people in close proximity like that forms a connection. So for us they're a gateway. 

Jo Garrett:

Bernie Brouchous has been absolutely critical to making that connection. He's not a researcher. For most of his life he worked in local grocery stores. 

Bernie Brouchous:

Usually we'll catch between 200 and 400 saw-whet owls each fall. 

Jo Garrett:

For all of his life Brouchous has been passionately in love with birds. Bird watching and banding. Every year the saw whets migrate through the woods and wetlands of Woodland Dunes as they migrate south along Lake Michigan. 

Bernie Brouchous:

It lays with its talons up waiting for me. He's snapping his beak. He wants to scare us. I band in the right leg. 

Jo Garrett:

Information about these little birds is recorded. Secrets spill out of their wings. 

Bernie Brouchous:

You see there are two different colors of these. These are lighter than these. So that means this is an adult. It was not hatched this year. We want to find out where they go. How long it takes them to get there. Do they come back to the same spot?

Bernie Brouchous:

How many have bird books? All right. You look in there and it tells you where the bird nests and where it goes in wintertime. That's all through the banding program. 

Jo Garrett:

There was no Woodland Dunes nature center when Brouchous started banding here. In fact, it was the success of his banding efforts that put this place on the map as a migratory hot spot. Because of that, Brouchous pushed to get this place preserved. 1200 acres and 30 years later, it is. This is a bird haven. But it is the saw-whets that steal the show. 

Man:

I've been fascinated by owls and I learned of this event going on and thought wow, I have to go down and be part of that. 

Bernie Brouchous:

You decide who is going to adopt this owl. We need someone to raise it. We've got one, okay. 

Jo Garrett:

Brouchous has spearheaded a program to adopt an owl at Owl Fest. It will help the center buy new nets. 

Bernie Brouchous:

Let him go. There he goes. 

Bernie Brouchous:

He went to the mulberry tree instead of the lilacs. Let's see if we can see him now. We should be able to walk up to him. 

Man:

It is something to makes me feel good to know that I helped and did something that is out there in the wild. 

Jo Garrett:

To be out there in the wild. Brouchous now serves as the center's environmental education director. He'd love to pass on his love of birds. 

Bernie Brouchous:

We want to teach kids to love the out of doors. That's diminishing and that's a disaster. It's a piece of wilderness. These kids have never seen an owl like this before. They don't know these things exist. 



Woman:

Put him on your hand on that finger and you close your hand. 

Jo Garrett:

It's a touch of wildness that hopefully will help a love of nature take wing. 

Woman:

Open your hand and you'll be fine. 

Man:

I'll take a picture of you. Don't pull your hand away. 

Patty Loew:

This Saturday morning is Owl Fest at Woodland Dunes. Where they'll once again show off the saw-whet owls. For more information go to our website at wpt.org and click on “In Wisconsin.” The swale habitat was recently designated a site of global ecological significance from the Wisconsin DNR. There are only a few similar habitats in the world. Watch our web-only clips about the Woodland Dunes and the benefits they provide to the nearby cities of 

Two Rivers and Manitowoc. In just a few minutes we'll take a closer look at another swath of land important to preserving a piece of Wisconsin nature. But first a follow up to a report that "In Wisconsin" first brought you last may. It is about two college students who believe they can change the world. Joseph Quinnell and Susan Perri are on a quest to help two women from a far away land get a college education. As Liz Koerner shows you, success comes with a price in Stevens Point. 

Liz Koerner:

The scent of ingredients like lemon grass and hot peppers fill the air at this campus gathering. Fongtip and Aor have prepared food from their home, Thailand. They're attending UW Stevens Point because two undergrads fought a battle that most said was impossible to win. 

Jeff Morin:

I would describe them as a force to be reckoned with or a juggernaut. Something on some level unstoppable. 

Liz Koerner:

Joseph Quinnell and Susan Perri took on impossible odds to bring these two women to Wisconsin to get them a college education. Even though they were born in Thailand the Thai government wouldn't grant them citizenship. Their parents immigrated from Myanmar. 

Srinuan Saokumnuan Aor:

My mom came to Thailand and I was born in Thailand but I can't be a Thai citizen. 

Liz Koerner:

Without citizenship they have very few rights. A college education and a good job are out of the question and travel is extremely limited. They're considered stateless. 

Joseph Quinnell:

In Thailand, statelessness is the highest risk to being trafficked. Human trafficking is a nice word for what it is, you know, it's modern-day slavery. For academic growth, new program, things like that. 

Liz Koerner:

Quinnell and Perri are both art students. Quinnell is studying photography. In 2005 he decided to shed the light on the problem of human trafficking by putting his photography skills to work in Thailand. 

Joseph Quinnell:

My first week in Thailand I was offered a 12-year-old girl and you can read about that all you want or watch documentaries and do the research, but you can't understand how awful it is until you are looking into the eyes of a 12-year-old girl, you know, who is smiling up at you, a genuine child smile, as her price is being quoted. 

Liz Koerner:

Quinnell’s quest is personal. 

Joseph Quinnell:

I'm really open about my past. My childhood. I was physically abused for over ten years. And I started to, I started to use art to actually talk about some of these stories. 

Liz Koerner:

Quinnell's past made him want to help other kids at risk for abuse. He met hundreds of them at a school for stateless children in northern Thailand. The school is run by Sompop Jantraka who has been nominated twice for the Nobel Peace Prize. Fongtip and Aor are graduates of this school, but because they didn’t have citizenship they couldn't go to college. Quinnell came up with what most considered an impossible dream. 

Joseph Quinnell:

The one person who believed from the get-go was Sompop. 

Liz Koerner:

When he got home, Quinnell convinced Perri to work with him to do what has never been done before. They petitioned the Thai government to allow these young women to travel to Wisconsin to attend the university. It took three years and the assistance of the state department and many other people in the US and Thailand but Quinnell and Perri's persistence made this impossible dream come true. 

Joseph Quinnell:

The day that we had that travel document in hand, the day that the Thai government allowed a stateless person to travel to that extent, I took it and I went off by myself for a little while. It was so emotional to hold this thing in my hand. Something that we had worked for for more than three years. 

Liz Koerner:

It is called the Thailand project. 

Fongtip Boonsri:

And Thailand Project make me have a good dream and I can do it. Yes. 

Liz Koerner:

Even before securing the travel documents, Perri and Quinnell took on another seemingly impossible task. They began to raise money for the students' first year of classes and living expenses. To raise awareness Quinnell put up a campus-wide photography exhibit. Images of the red light district in Thailand. 

Joseph Quinnell:

I really believe that a photograph, you know, can change things. 

Liz Koerner:

Perri designed a fundraising campaign urging students to “see red.” They raised more than $14,000 in one week. With additional funds from a local church, dental office and other individuals, they met their first year goal. 

Susan Perri:

And I've loved, you know, working on different problem solving through different issues like the fundraising issue. 



Liz Koerner:

The battle to fund the rest of Fongtip and Aor's education needs more. 

Joseph Quinnell:

We’ve come so far. If it ends now, that would be tragic.

Patty Loew:

That did not happen, we’re happy to report. Fongtip, one of the women featured in our report, has been granted Thai citizenship, work is underway to achieve the same status for Aor. Quinnell and Perri traveled back to Thailand with the women last summer and successfully renewed Aor's travel document. Another first in Thai history and both got new US student visas. These photos show the women's outreach sharing their experiences with stateless children. They challenged the children to see education as the answer. Both are now in their second year at UW Stevens Point and they've raised enough money for this year's tuition. Efforts are still underway to raise money for years three and four. UW Stevens Point officials say the Thai Project is funded entirely by private donations. If you'd like to learn more, just go to our website wpt.org and click on “In Wisconsin.” Next Wednesday the Wisconsin natural resources board is expected to approve a first of its kind project. The price tag, $125 million. It is described as pearls on a string and could bring recreational opportunities to a part of the state where there are no large areas of land left to preserve. "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett shows you why this property between Milwaukee and Madison is so valuable to Jefferson County. 

Man:

I'm told it's the third highest hill in Jefferson County and I can't-- 

Art Hackett:

Dalhart Holzheuter is talking about a 170 acre parcel of land southeast of Waterloo. 

Dalhart Holzheuter:

My birthplace was right behind the hill here. My folks moved down to the Crawfish River. My grandfather's owned land in the area since 1916. 

Art Hackett:

He rents out part of the land and maintains a grass course on the property for Lakeside Lutheran High School's cross-country team. 

Dalhart Holzheuter:

I purchased it probably about 20 years ago and this was my retirement fund. 

Art Hackett:

Holzheuter decided to tap that fund when his strawberry crops were flooded along the Crawfish River. 

Dalhart Holzheuter:

I had an offer on the property up here from a developer for a million dollars. And I thought it would be much nicer if more people could have the view that is seen from up here than just a couple people. 

Art Hackett:

And so the Wisconsin DNR is buying the property. 

Steve Miller:

The property has a very beautiful topography. Great views and things like that. It really fits a concept of a park property. 

Art Hackett:

But the purchase of Holzheuter's land in Jefferson County may be the beginning of an effort which began more than a year ago and which could continue over 30 years into the future. 

Joe Nehmer:

The state legislature said to the DNR, “you're not going to own the entire state.” You need to have a plan and you need to identify the highest priority areas in Wisconsin for conservation, preservation and recreation. 

Art Hackett:

The result was the land legacy report. 

Steve Miller:

It really is a green print for looking ahead in Wisconsin to what ought to be protected. 

Art Hackett:

Jefferson County began the first major effort to build from that green print. The result is the glacial heritage area. 

Joe Nehmer:

We said we think we have some unique opportunities here in the Jefferson County area to meet the needs of Wisconsin residents. We are basically the last green space between Milwaukee and Madison. So as I like to say, it's not that we're necessarily that good, but it's where we're at. 

Art Hackett:

The glacial heritage area defies description. It is not a county or state facility or a bike trail. It's actually all of the above. Working in conjunction with each other. 

Art Hackett:

The project actually begins in southern Dodge County where the DNR already owns the Mud Lake and Waterloo wildlife areas. There are nearly a dozen other public conservation areas extending down into Rock County. The plan identifies half a dozen more properties to be considered for acquisition in the future. All would be tied together with a network of bike and pedestrian trails. The cluster is described as pearls on a string. 

Joe Nehmer:

The pearls are valuable natural resource areas in Jefferson, Dodge, Dane and Rock counties. The string is the connection with the trail and connect one natural resource area to another and connect our communities with our natural resources area. 

Art Hackett:

Jefferson County already has the Glacial Drumlin trail. The Wild Goose trail comes down from Fond du Lac but ends in southern Dodge County. The plan is to extend it to Fort Atkinson. 

Phyllis Hanke:

County wide we would have a big system of trails great for off the road for many people who don't want to ride on the road. 

Art Hackett:

Paddle sports enthusiasts like John McKenzie of Fort Atkinson hope the plan will help organize a waterway that runs from Mud Lake all the way to Lake Koshkonong. 

John McKenzie:

We’ve got some great paddling here, and some great put-in, take-outs, but nobody knows where they are. And they don’t know how long it takes to get from on to the other. They don't know what the amenities are. That's what this is going to do. 

Art Hackett:

The Jefferson County board endorsed the glacial heritage area by a lopsided 20-6 vote. Supervisor Jim Mode of Fort Atkinson was among the dissenters. He says his constituents, especially farmers, are concerned it would drive up the price of land. 

Jim Mode:

I think appraisers appraise it and come up with a fair value. But when they're paying up to $4,000 for some land that really isn't prime farmland, that tends to run the price of the prime land up even higher. 

Art Hackett:

DNR director of lands Steve Miller disputes this. 

Steve Miller:

It's not a result of buying land for conservation and recreation purposes, it is the urban/suburban rural development. 

Art Hackett:

Mode says it's also a problem of timing. 

Jim Mode:

I think the state might be spending money on something like this rather than taking care of obligations that are with us at the present time. 

Art Hackett:

The project would be funded from the $60 million a year the legislature has earmarked for the stewardship program. Glacial heritage project is estimated to cost $125 million but it is something that will happen over many years. 

Steve Miller:

All the department can do is lay a vision for the future. If the money is there, we can move ahead. If for some reason the funding to implement this dries up because of some other decisions are made about stewardship in future legislatures, we can't control that. 

Art Hackett:

The designation of the area makes it possible to buy properties like Holzheuter's hilltop when they're available to make them available to all. 

Steve Miller:

It will be fairly easy to move when it moves into public ownership, to put up a parking lot and sign, here is how to use it, and people can get out there almost overnight. Mr. Holzheuter wants us to buy the gas to keep mowing the trails. We need the help. 

Patty Loew:

Money for the project will come from the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Fund named for two former Wisconsin governors and has been around since 1989. The fund currently provides $60 million a year to purchase and preserve land for parks, wildlife areas and watersheds. One of the largest preservation projects to date, the Turtle Flambeau flowage in Iron County. An update now on flood ravaged Gays Mills. The Kickapoo River stormed the community in 2007 and 2008 and flooded out homeowners. Last November village leaders voted to purchase 30 acres to essentially move Gays Mills up and out of the floodplain. They recently broke ground for 35 new homes with plans to move the community center, library and government offices. The cost, about $13 million in state and federal grants along with private investments. On the next edition of "In Wisconsin," an update on Afghanistan. Healthcare for farmers, and Wisconsin wineries. Here is a preview of those reports. 

Frederica Freyberg:

This is Frederica Freyberg. Wisconsin troops on the front lines in Afghanistan and the front of "Time" magazine. 

Woman:

To see him like that, he's such a strong person and he just looks so vulnerable. 

Frederica Freyberg:

An update from the home front. 

Andy Soth:

Plus Wisconsin's great vineyards could become a bounty for tourism. 

Man:

When you get several wineries in the region you become a destination. 

Andy Soth:

I'm Andy Soth. I'll take you to Wisconsin's new wine country. 

Man:

That's a nice cluster of grapes there. 

Art Hackett:

We'll update you on an insurance cooperative that is making life easier for a company developing new products from cranberries. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports Thursday at 7:00 on our statewide news magazine program "In Wisconsin." Right here on Wisconsin Public Television. Now a quick note about our interactive blog called the "Producer's Journal". It's updated each week day by the people who work in front of and behind the scenes on "In Wisconsin" and our news and public affairs program "Here and Now." We hope you'll check out the "Producer's Journal" at wpt.org. Then click on “In Wisconsin.” You'll find out in advance about reports we're working on, the people we've met and the places we've been. We leave you this week with an interesting formation on the Wisconsin landscape. It took nature millions of years to form this sandstone arch. It spans 78 feet and stands 65 feet high. Directly beneath the arch, a rock shelter once used by paleo-Indians. Wisconsin's Natural Bridge state park is a 530 acre site that features the largest natural arch in the state and is located southwest of Baraboo in Sauk County. Have a great week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dentistry and Oral Surgery Specialists of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary team working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. With additional funding provided by Bike Wisconsin. 

