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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew. This week we showcase the reporting of Art Hackett, including a closer look at urban renewal in Milwaukee. 

Woman:

Like that, so I thought “whoops,” we'll have a problem here but it wasn't, you know, it wasn't a problem. 

Patty Loew:

Whatever happened to the area called Kilbourntown? Plus, shoreline erosion along Lake Michigan. Record high water caused the problem but times have really changed. And a bounty on carp in one Wisconsin town. 

Man:

There you go. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports this week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy offering energy-saving ideas on the web, and by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Patty Loew:

Throughout this summer we have been showcasing the storytelling of our veteran reporters. This week, we feature Art Hackett, who has been with Wisconsin Public Television since 1980. And you join us with a story that actually starts in what, 1968? 

Art Hackett:

That's when the program was produced. When I came to work here, I noticed this Emmy award in the station's trophy case for a program called "Pretty Soon Runs Out."  I didn't know what it was about. I had been to Milwaukee many times and I’d drive past blocks of vacant land on the north side. I knew it was part of urban renewal. What I didn't know was whatever happened to the people who once called this Milwaukee neighborhood home. 

Man:

This film is about one thing alone, what it means to be black and live in Milwaukee's inner city. Because if you are white, you live in a different city. The Negro sees himself trapped in the core. 

Art Hackett:

"Pretty Soon Runs Out" told the stories of three families who lived in an area called K-3. Short for Kilbourntown, it was an area of dilapidated housing that was to be torn down and rebuilt under a federal program called Urban Renewal. As demolition day neared, replacement housing was hard to find, leading to angry, frustrated people. One of those people was Fred Durrah who lived in this house with his 12 children. 

Fred Durrah:

It makes me feel like to explode, because I know other people outside of the area living like kings and queens. And to see the black people have to go through it, with this. It can build up a lot of hate in you. 

Art Hackett:

Fred Durrah had been a welder. New disabled, he had been widowered a year and a half before these pictures were taken. The film crew followed Durrah into real estate offices in search of a new home to replace the one which was about to be torn down with the rest of his neighborhood. City officials were discovering that hundreds of families had nowhere to go. 

Man:

Would you have anything in your files right at the moment that could, that you could use in terms of housing resources to relocate this family right within the near, and immediate future, within the next day or two? 

Larry Harwell:

What happened to the 49 families? 

Man:

Mr. Baldwin has been working here, he's one of the aides here, he's working on it and Mr. Zalecki, in social services is also working on it. 

Larry Harwell:

I remember when we used to go to the office, many people in the office were telling us that they were just hamstrung. 

Art Hackett:

Larry Harwell was a housing activist in 1968. 

Larry Harwell:

So far, you have not found the people here a home. You have not gone to visit them so far, any of them?

Man:

No, the first ones that we are working on right now...

Art Hackett:

Harwell is now an aide to state representative Polly Williams. Today he blames the problems of urban renewal on a combination of racial insensitivity woven with a bureaucratic fiasco. 

Larry Harwell:

Then they had hired some aides that were supposed to go out and help find the house sand the residents. Those aides begin to complain, that all they wanted them to do was talk to the people but not help them. 

Art Hackett:

What the city didn’t realize was, once you designated an area for urban renewal, those who can leave do, immediately. Those who can't, like the Durrahs, are trapped. William Drew became alderman for part of the Kilbourntown area as the demolition phase neared its end. 

William Drew:

Just collapsed almost on itself and the staff could not keep up with the appraisals and the purchases, the demolitions, I mean, it was just, it was a dreadful mess and that's being very kind. It was not well thought out and it was not probably well administered and it just wreaked havoc with the lives of an awful lot of people. 

Art Hackett:

Tracing the lives of those people is difficult when the neighborhood no longer exists. 

Art Hackett:

Fred Durrah and his family lived at 1323 North 15th Street. 30 years later, that address simply does not exist. As far as we can tell, it's what is now an asphalt playground at King Park. 

Art Hackett:

The city eventually found the Durrah family a home at 3541 North 23rd Street. It was all they could ask for. Plenty of room, and a school a block away. But 30 years later, that house is apparently vacant. Its windows are broken out. The property is falling into the same state of disrepair as did the house the family of 13 lived in in Kilbourntown. But the Durrah family, or at least some members of it, still live in the Milwaukee area. We gathered them to watch the record of their family from three decades before. 

Denise Durrah:

I was wondering, where are all the people, where are our friends, where are the people we are used  to, the Jacksons, where are they at now, where did they go? 

Art Hackett:

But what the Durrah family remembers most about the house in K-3 they lived in is that they almost died there. 

Man:

Robert, I wanted to give you a buzz this morning to check with you on one case that we are working on here that I think needs some extra special attention, and that is the Durrah family. 

Art Hackett:

The film made several references to the heating system in the Durrahs' home. 

Man:

As the situation stands at the present time, the heating, particularly, since we don't...

Clifford Durrah:

The furnace was a faulty furnace. You know, I mean, it need work on it, and they never did any work on it. So it just didn’t act right that day, and the house built up with smoke. 

Carlette Tillman:

Everybody started getting real light-headed and dizzy and sick and everyone, it was just like one falling out, one by one, and before we knew it, everybody had mostly fell out, that the firemen and the paramedics didn't take to the house. 

Fred Durrah:

Looked like they were helping everybody but me and my family.

Art Hackett:

The city eventually did find Fred Durrah a home. A home he was very happy with. But at age 71, he still remembers the frustration it took to get there. 

Fred Durrah:

I was pretty angry. 

Art Hackett:

What was the anger about? 

Fred Durrah:

Because I couldn't, they wouldn't do nothing. I would tell them what needed, the people weren't doing nothing for the house, run me around, so I used to be real hot tempered, so I'm glad I got none of that. 

Fred Durrah:

A nice basement to play in, nice back yard. 

Fred Durrah:

Nice house. 

Durrah children:

It was a nice house. 

Clifford Durrah:

I mean, it was nothing flashy or really just different about, it was a house. 

Art Hackett:

Today the Durrah children are scattered around Milwaukee's north side. None live in the neighborhood that used to be called Kilbourntown. 

Clifford Durrah:

We kind of left that behind us. 

Carlette Tillman:

Right. 

Clifford Durrah:

You know, and most of the people that were in the neighborhood have moved out also. 

Art Hackett:

And the family's patriarch? Eight years ago Fred Durrah moved to Waukesha. A place where blacks probably wouldn't have considered moving in 1968. 

Dona Durrah:

We were some of the first blacks to move there. And people, we went down the street and this man looked, you know, like that. So I thought, whoops, we'll have a little problem here, but it wasn't a problem. And now more are coming in. 

Art Hackett:

Studies of the kilbourntown project found the area which was 75% black before urban renewal is even more segregated today. The housing stock is better than it was then. Yet today's city officials speak of the federal urban renewal program with contempt. 

John Norquist:

It was devastating. Whatever the idea behind it was, I'm not sure they really knew what they were trying to do. It was just breathtaking stupidity. 

Patty Loew:

You know, Art, I grew up on Milwaukee's north side and watched some of that urban renewal. Whatever happened to Kilbourntown? 

Art Hackett:

Well, some areas of it has been developed. There's middle class housing that's gone into the area. A small amount of industry. But up on the north end of the urban renewal area, there is still quite a bit of vacant land. And sadly, both Fred Durrah, and his wife, who you met in that report, passed away several years after we aired the program. Most of Fred's children still live, however, on Milwaukee's north side. 

Patty Loew:

That's an excellent program. You also dove into the archives for this next story which takes us back to 1986. 

Art Hackett:

That's right. In the mid 1980s, Wisconsin Public Television chronicled the problem of shoreline erosion along Lake Michigan. That erosion was the result of record high water levels. By 2003, times had changed as lake levels raced toward record lows. Exposing landmarks along Lake Michigan. 

Ron Fasbender:

At the present time on Lake Michigan we have water levels that have not been experienced for this time of the year in the last 125 years. 

Art Hackett:

In 1986, the people who lived along Lake Michigan were warring with the water. The water was winning. At Whitefish Dunes state park, there was no beach. 

Allan Miller:

Before we had some nice flat sandy areas, and it just came up probably a couple of feet and washed out the sand.

Kent Harrison:

The angle of the beach is so slight there, it doesn't have to drop much to make a difference in the beach it exposes. 

Art Hackett:

The water in Lake Michigan has dropped a whole lot over the past 17 years. According to the US army corps of engineers, the lake level is 4 ½ feet below the record high water mark in 1986. 

Kent Harrison:

For our situation here at Whitefish Dunes, it really doesn't hurt us, just gives us more beach and more room for people to move around. 

Art Hackett:

Conditions are better for wildlife, too. Water resource specialists say the fluctuating water levels are actually good for the wildlife habitats along the shore. 

Victoria Harris:

Right now we would be and we are in a period of rejuvenation of the wetlands. Many coastal wetlands along the Great Lakes, particularly here on Green Bay, were lost during years of extreme high water and particularly when the water levels were high for many years. 

Art Hackett:

As the water has receded in recent years, the landscape has changed. Some of the places we visited in 1986 were now hard to recognize. A boat ramp doesn't look like a boat ramp if it's stranded on dry land. Along Green Bay near Suamico, the water used to be nearly even with the road. Today what used to be part of the bay is now a field of cattails. Jack Schmitz’s boat ramp leads nowhere. 

Jack Schmitz:

I can’t use my boat ramp, or whatever. I like it where we got the water, and now we’re starting to get the weeds growing again that the carp took out nicely for us. The beach is nice but it ain't going to be if the water stays down this low. 




Art Hackett:

The water is so low, you can see some springs on the bay's floor. Schmitz has seen the other extreme. This 1973 photo taken from almost exactly the same place we took ours shows about a foot of water across the road. 

Jack Schmitz:

I like the water about two to three feet higher than it is now, that's ideal. 

Art Hackett:

Statistics show if you live next to Lake Michigan, you better learn to live with changing water levels. 

Victoria Harris:

The Great Lakes typically rise and fall by five feet or more on a long-term average, and we are just at the low end of the cycle, which we have not been at for almost 30 years. 

Art Hackett:

While the current conditions annoy homeowners along the lake and cause economic pain for those who operate lake-going freighters, the high water brought pain of its own. In 1986, the village of Cleveland was worried their sewage treatment plant would be inundated by rising water. They moved the plant. But the lake moved back, too. Now, there's just a shallow stream running past the point where the plant used to be. Village officials were also worried about the stretch of county road LS falling off the bluff. Though the waters receded, the road is still at risk Wave action ate away the base of the bluff years ago, but the other problem is water attacking the bluff from within. 

Victor Pappas:

Expresses itself at the base of the bluff and acts like a lubricant and over time, if there's too much weight and not enough support below it, it will slide or slump. 

Art Hackett:

The question is whether it's better to stabilize the bluff or just admit defeat and move the road further back. No one knows whether the lake levels will go back up or go further down. Sea grant researcher Victoria Harris is betting on further down. 

Victoria Harris:

The long-term predictions with global warning are perhaps of more concern because it's predicted we'll possibly have more of the El Nino events to drive the lake levels lower than we have seen in history here on Green Bay. They are just predictions, but it appears we could go lower by two to four feet, perhaps, in the Great Lakes over the next 30 years. 

Art Hackett:

If those predictions come true, the days when men with heavy equipment built walls of rock to protect cottages from crashing waves will fade into memory. When people see the rocks, maybe they'll assume they were put there to control drifting sand dunes instead. 

Art Hackett:

Right now water levels in Lake Michigan are on their way back up. The water level has increased nearly a foot in the past year. The corps of engineers reports Lake Michigan remains about six inches below average. 

Patty Loew:

Wisconsin waters have always been a big draw for fishing. 

Art Hackett:

They sure have, especially when anglers can win a quarter of a million dollars in one bass tournament. It can be a big money sport. But in Wisconsin, some kids can cast for cash every summer as they put a bounty on carp in the village of Marshall. 

Art Hackett:

Drop a line in Lake Maunesha in Marshall and odds are you will catch a carp. The Dane County lake is actually a flowage. It's backed up behind an old mill dam. DNR fishery ecologists say agricultural runoff has crowded the water, which chokes off game fish, but it’s an environment where carp thrive. 

Gary Egan:

We don't see it as a problem, the kids enjoy it. It's a blessing, if you will, for us. 

Gary Egan:

Anthony, keep it straight up above you. There you go. 

Art Hackett:

Anglers don't normally seek out carp. They would just as soon avoid them.  The DNR considers the carp a rough fish; you can take them any time, in any manner, short of dynamite. The usual control is poison. 


Gary Egan:

Well, we did poison it a few times, a couple times that I can think of in the past. And they still came back in flying colors. So that wasn't working at all. 

Art Hackett:

So Marshall's village elders did what their counterparts did in the Old West when they wanted to rid the territory of a desperado. They put a price on the carp's head and turned the kids loose. 

Gary Egan:

It actually got started as a summer school class about ten years ago. 

Art Hackett:

A new group of students comes down the hill each hour from Marshall school. 

Boy 1:

I won to fish today. 

Boy 2:

How many? 

Boy 1:

Four. 

Boy 2:

Lucky. 

Gary Egan:

Every year the VFW gives us a certain amount of money for hooks and different things that we go through because I tie anywhere between 100 and 150 hooks in two weeks from those that are lost or broken off. 

Boy:

Hey Mr. Egan, I think I might need your help unhooking this. 

Art Hackett:

The owner of the local sporting goods store supplies the bounty. 25 cents per carp. 

Boy:

I have two quarters. 

Art Hackett:

What's your total carp count right now? 

Boy:

29 last time I counted. 

Art Hackett:

29. 

Boy:

Yep, 34 fish. 

Art Hackett:

34 fish. So that works out to how much money? 

Boy:

$8.50. 

Art Hackett:

It probably pays better than collecting aluminum cans. 

Gary Egan:

This tells me who caught fish and how many they caught each day so that at the end of the year I can tally it up and know who caught the most fish for the most season. They give prizes for the person that catches the most fish. 

Art Hackett:

11-year-old Jonathan German is last year's overall champ. He earned a tackle set and a savings bond. 

Art Hackett:

How many fish have you caught over the years? 

Jonathan German:

I think around 800 something. 

Art Hackett:

800 carp? 

Jonathan German:

Yeah. 

Art Hackett:

That's a lot of carp. 

Jonathan German:

Yeah. 

Art Hackett:

You ever think about how those carp would all look if they were all stacked up, how high they would be? 

Jonathan German:

No, not really. 

Gary Egan:

Crank it up a little bit. Never mind, that thing is really heavy yet. You’re gonna have to take some time with that one yet. You have to take your time. Bigger they are, the longer it takes sometimes. 

Gary Egan:

The last five years over 10,000 carp right out of this one area, and I don't know if you could ever make a dent in the carp population, but based on the fact that they are getting larger, I think that we do make a difference. There's fewer spawning, at least in this part of the lake. 

Art Hackett:

The kids catch about 2,000 carp over the course of a summer. A DNR ecologist says it's probably not enough to have an effect on the population. But that's not the main reason Gary Egan does this. He wants the kids to learn to fish. 

Girl:

We are way out there. 

Gary Egan:

That's it, now you are doing it right. That's the way. Nice and easy. Don't jerk them too hard or anything. 

Gary Egan:

They learn how to play the fish, they have to do it by themselves and with that I think they gain a lot of confidence in themselves to want to carry it on and do it more. The kids that have come down here fishing and pretty soon their parents are down here fishing with them, and pretty soon the parents tell me they haven't had a fishing license in years, go out and get one so that they can go again and take their kids fishing after they have had the experience of this. 

Art Hackett:

Egan will load the buckets in his pickup at the end of the day and cash in the carp. 

Gary Egan:

And they’re put in pails and I take them to Tom’s Guns, and he's the main man in town that handles all the financial stuff for the kids. 

Art Hackett:

And the carp? 

Gary Egan:

Some end up being fertilizer. In the past, there's been some that have gone for mink food, a farmer came in and got them for a while. 

Art Hackett:

When somebody sees you coming with a, you know, pickup truck full of several hundred carp, do they kind of avoid you? 

Gary Egan:

Even the cars on Main Street swerve because there's a swarm of flies around my truck that they know if I'm coming, they can smell me and see me. 

Gary Egan:

Time to go, you have to go. We are a little bit late. 

Art Hackett:

Thus ends this slice of summertime life in Marshall. Kids, fishing poles and carp on a 92-degree summer day. 

Art Hackett:

Gary Egan's retired from teaching but still runs Marshall's summer carp contest. And despite the kids' efforts, there are still plenty of carp in Lake Maunesha. 

Patty Loew:

I bet those kids are the heroes for sport fisher people everywhere. 

Art Hackett:

They sure are. 

Patty Loew:

In September, watch for an all new special called "National Parks Wisconsin."  This fall, PBS will salute the national park system but did you know Wisconsin is home  to four of those treasured parks? We’ll take you to the shores of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, explore the Ice Age Trail with the man who designed it, plus the Apostle Islands through a Native American perspective, and go hiking to traverse the North Country Trail. Join us this September for "National Parks Wisconsin" on Wisconsin Public Television and Milwaukee Public Television. “In Wisconsin" is on hiatus the next few months. But we return with an all new season in early October. Including reports on an overnight stay at the state's oldest lighthouse, green buildings, and Wisconsin warblers. 

Jo Garrett:

I’m “In Wisconsin” reporter Jo Garrett. We’re following researcher Amber Roth. 

Amber Roth:

You are good at this. 

Jo Garrett:

Trying to find a way to meet the habitat needs of these tiny birds, foster a new fuel source, and new income stream for logging companies. 

Andy Soth:

I’m Andy Soth, and I'll show you how this simple shack has inspired America's greenest buildings. 

Woman:

It's really a showcase piece. We wanted to show what was possible. 

Patty Loew:

It's a beacon in the night guiding ships through the treacherous passage. 

Man:

Rock Island might be one of Wisconsin's best kept secrets. 

Patty Loew:

Journey with us to the state's oldest lighthouse. Those reports when "In Wisconsin" returns this October on Wisconsin Public Television. Finally this week, we invite you to check out our new "In Wisconsin" blog called the “Producers Journal.” It's updated each week day at wpt.org/inwisconsin. It provides a behind the scenes glimpse into our work. We leave you with a look at Sweeney Lake in Oneida County. It's home to a pair of loons and is located in a state forest. Enjoy the view and have a great week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy offering energy-saving ideas on the web, and by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
