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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week the lives of three Wisconsinites who made a lasting impression. You'll see the inspiring story of Ann Haney. Her legacy brings hope to thousands of women with breast cancer. 

Ann Haney:

It stopped me in my tracks. It made me think. It made me fight for my life. 

Patty Loew:

Plus the socialist mayor of Milwaukee who shaped Wisconsin's largest city after World War II. 

Man:

By a series of what I call flukes I got elected. 

Patty Loew:

And the Hmong leader who energized a community by doing something no one else had ever done. 

Man:

I feel great and honored. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports next on “In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Patty Loew:

This week we showcase three of my favorite reports. They all feature Wisconsin residents who left a mark on our state, even after they're gone. Ann Haney was a long-time women's health advocate. She lost her battle to cancer in 2003 but not before founding the Breast Cancer Recovery Foundation. Her legacy is the hope that organization brings to thousand of women. In her honor, we would like to show you a report that I did back in 2000 when I went with Ann to the foundation's annual retreat. An amazing three days filled with inspiration, bonding and humor on Madeline Island. 

Woman:

You’re called here to this healing island to go on your healing journey. 

Patty Loew:

The journey for nearly all the women in this circle began with a diagnosis of breast cancer. Each is undergoing or has undergone standard treatments, surgery, radiation, chemotherapy to heal their bodies. They've come here to Madeline Island to heal their souls. 

Woman:

I lost something, you know, not just a body part. 

Woman:

It stopped me in my tracks. It made me think. It made me fight for my life. 

Woman:

I tried to feel that there’s an angry God for allowing this to happen but that's never come. 

Woman:

And the idea of feeling like as a mother you've just placed this onus on your daughter. It's the guilt thing again. 

Patty Loew:

For three days on an island treasured by native women for its traditional medicines surrounded by a lake revered by many for its healing qualities, the Breast Cancer Recovery Foundation offers women a safe, peaceful place to reflect and share. 

Ann Haney:

It's a big, dark thing, can be. It is very powerful. 

Patty Loew:

For Ann Haney, Lake Superior is a metaphor for cancer. 

Ann Haney:

All the power is on the inside, as it is with women. And that as you look across that lake, you don't know what is on the other side. 

Ann Haney:

There aren't any real silver bullets in life and here we have found a very peace-giving, a very healing, a very recovering environment by sharing. It is very, very simple but that's really what it comes down to. 

Woman:

There is a medium level of movement...

Patty Loew:

The emphasis is on healing mind and body. Activities, always optional, range from low-impact tai chi to kayaking and embrace an array of cultures, from East Indian to American Indian. Some projects promote conversation and allow women time to connect with each other. 

Jean Scott:

The birchwood basket making. The native beading because we do Native American style beading. It’s something that helps expand us in a cultural way, multi-cultural.

Patty Loew:

For program director Jean Scott, the retreat offers women the opportunity to explore infinite boundaries.

Woman:

See how easy that is? You can push all day this way.

Woman:

You'll find in all indigenous cultures we honor the earth, honor the trees, honor the plants. 

Woman:

You want to go backwards. I'm going to use this blade and come to the back of the boat and push forward.

Patty Loew:

Why kayaking? 

Jean Scott:

A diagnosis of cancer can sort of make people shrink a little bit and feel their world is unsafe. And to do something that is so different that you can actually brag about and say guess what I did this weekend? You're not going to believe it. 

Woman:

One of the things we were thinking about calling this section of the program was “Oh where, oh where did my libido go?” 

Patty Loew:

In the spirit of pushing boundaries the retreat includes a Frank discussion about sexual boundaries and dealing with disfigurement and self-esteem issues. 

Ann Haney:

The point that many people who haven't had breast cancer say my goodness, you're still alive. You should be happy. We are. We're very, very happy. But we would like to return to that part of our lives that gave us great joy as well. And that's our sensuality and sexuality and you have to work at it to get back to it. 

Patty Loew:

Other sessions deal with excruciating issues the women confront on a daily basis. Anger, guilt and fear. 

Woman:

I have the fear that as the pain is taken away, my ability to relate to people probably will be taken away. You know, with morphine and all those things that I won't be in pain but I won't be me, either. 

Woman:

You have that vision of that tiny little lump that you found and it is like I know I'm going to feel it again. And that's really scary. 

Woman:

When this happened, I was so afraid because I was so alone. It was so hard to have family so far away. 







Woman:

You are really digging deeply for your feelings trying to get a handle on your feelings because like most bad feelings, we tend to stuff them. But I think it gave us an opportunity in a very sheltered, protected, okay environment to be able to express those feelings. And to know that we would be supported and loved. 

Ann Haney:

Over the years we've learned that the healing that has gone on this weekend is really sealed with this ceremony. 

Patty Loew:

In this container the weight of cancer measured in fear, anger and sorrow. In this the lightness of being, of beauty and blessings. 

Woman:

I thank God for this opportunity to have shared this weekend with such a wonderful group of women. I'll never forget any of you. 

Patty Loew:

For some breast cancer survivors it takes a lake as deep as Superior to absorb the emotional pain that accompanies the struggle and sharing the burdens somehow lightens it allowing body and soul to heal.




Patty Loew:

The Breast Cancer Recovery Foundation has expanded its official by customizing retreats for single women, young women and those with stage four breast cancer. If you'd like more information about the Madeline Island retreats go to our website wpt.org/inwisconsin. Like Ann, Frank Zeidler left his indelible mark on Wisconsin. After World War II the home front was transformed and Milwaukee elected a new socialist mayor named Frank Zeidler. Today Zeidler is considered to be the man who helped shape Wisconsin's largest city. Before his death in 2006, I had a chance to visit with him to get a sense of where we've been and where we're going "In Wisconsin." 

Patty Loew:

He remembers Milwaukee when it had gas lamps and street cars. Frank Zeidler was born 91 years ago in times like these. Times of political scandal and corporate greed, when people talked of war and flirted with electric cars. 

Frank Zeidler:

I remember the first traffic light in the United States was on 60th and Wisconsin. It was in the middle of the street. Got knocked over enough so they finally put it on the side. 

Patty Loew:

In the 1940s, Zeidler was a unique man during a unique time. Milwaukee struggled with housing shortages, transportation issues and other postwar problems. He believed socialism, not capitalism, could solve them. 

Frank Zeidler:

The common idea that there is a common community good is very hard to follow and governments on the whole generally don't do it, although they seem to operate under that particular pattern. So as a citizen, you can work to see that government doesn't work harshly against the individual. 

Patty Loew:

So in 1948 Zeidler ran for Milwaukee mayor on the socialist party ticket. 

Frank Zeidler:

I was elected in 1948 in an election where there were 15 candidates. And it was by a series of what I call flukes I got elected. The immediate need at the time was housing. And then there was an immediate need to refurbish the entire public works department and there was an immediate need to expand the size of the city and lots that people could build on. 

Patty Loew:

In his 12 years as mayor, Milwaukee grew from 46 square miles to nearly 100. He built 3200 units of low income housing like these at Westlawn. He started the city's expressway system. Landed a major league baseball team and aggressively acquired land for city parks. 

Frank Zeidler:

It was important largely to the socialist movement for persons who worked in the shops in the noise and dirt and all kinds of adverse circumstances got their relief here. If they didn't have a decent yard they'd go to the parks on Sunday. 

Patty Loew:

Today Milwaukee has more than 100 parks, more parkland per capita than any other big city in America. Zeidler successfully advanced his socialist agenda during an era when socialists were viewed with suspension and socialism was confused with something else. 

Frank Zeidler:

That it’s communism. The biggest impression that they have of socialism is the equivalent of Russian communism. Communism is a dictatorship, where the elite say they speak on behalf of the working class. Socialists have been truly democratic. Not in the sense of democratic party but in listening to the voice of the ordinary people. 

Patty Loew:

In 1976 Zeidler listened to the voice of his party and agreed to be the socialist party nominee for president. Later he talked about the experience in an interview with Milwaukee Public Television. 

Frank Zeidler:

I was very pleased we got on the ballot in seven or eight states. Had a fairly good opportunity to express our viewpoints. Got a lot of publicity for our ideas and it was really a rewarding experience. 

Patty Loew:

In his 91 years Zeidler has crossed paths with many of Wisconsin's famous and infamous. 

Patty Loew:

Joe McCarthy.

Frank Zeidler:

I couldn't understand why anybody took Joe seriously. I knew him quite well and didn't understand why anybody gave credence to anything he said. 


Patty Loew:

Golda Meir. 

Frank Zeidler:

A very tough lady.

Patty Loew:

Bob LaFollette. 

Frank Zeidler:

His idea was the open primary would solve all problems. 

Patty Loew:

Did it? 

Frank Zeidler:

No. But it was a good idea. 

Patty Loew:

Frank Lloyd Wright.

Frank Zeidler:

He was the wizard who dressed  in his frock coat and seemed to be a throwback to the Middle Ages. 

Patty Loew:

Douglas MacArthur.

Frank Zeidler:

He was the true son of his father in challenging a president of the United States getting —.

Patty Loew:

Spencer Tracy. 

Frank Zeidler:

Went to the same high school I did and he was born in Merrill Park.

Patty Loew:

Liberace. 

Frank Zeidler:

A great pianist even though he hammed it up. 

Patty Loew:

Tommy Thompson.

Frank Zeidler:

I think he devastated the social security net of Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

Russ Feingold.

Frank Zeidler:

Very courageous senator. 

Patty Loew:

Herb kohl. 

Frank Zeidler:

A thoughtful man. 

Patty Loew:

Anybody else that hails from this state that is memorable that's not on this list that you would form an opinion on? 

Frank Zeidler:

Don't have many written on there. 

Patty Loew:

I don't, do I? 

Patty Loew:

Chastised deservedly by a man for whom equality and justice issues are paramount. A complex man who translates Shakespeare into the modern vernacular for fun. Who redesigned the piano to get rid of those pesky sharps and flats. A man who said his greatest fear is nuclear proliferation and weapons of mass destruction. 

Frank Zeidler:

I saw such a weapon one time, when the atom bomb exploded in Yucca Flat, Nevada and since that time I'm concerned about the cities of the world and the inability of human beings to control the misuse of the technical weapons that they are developing. 

Patty Loew:

It's up to citizens, he says, to stay informed about the activities of their governments, to vote and attend public meetings, and help their governments provide for the common good by contributing to the common good. 

Frank Zeidler:

To continue to keep themselves learning about what the progresses are so they can have a higher set of values at the end than when they start. In other words, the citizen has to often learn that his narrow objective or her narrow objective does not serve the whole public or serve himself or herself. 

Patty Loew:

A political lesson that still applies today. Our final report honors another political leader. Joe Bee Xiong made history by being the first Hmong person elected to city government in the United States. He's also remembered as a man who made a difference in the lives of thousands, particularly Hmong immigrants. In his memory we share with you once again the incredible journey that brought him to Eau Claire. 

Patty Loew:

On the cusp of adolescence when American boys are armed with attitude and sinking fastballs, 12-year-old Joe Bee Xiong was armed with an —16 rifle. In the 1960s and 70s, the CIA recruited Hmong farmers in the mountains of Laos for a secret war in Vietnam. Joe Bee Xiong's father was one of them. Joe Bee reflects on his decision to take his father's place so he could come back to Joe Bee's mother and nine siblings. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

I’m the oldest one. I feel I was old enough to be there to replace him so he can be with my mom and with the rest of the family. I was a child but back then, 12 years old, you have a lot of responsibility. And to be the oldest child of the family you have a lot of responsibility. You’re acting like an adult and parents already for the brother and the sister. 

Patty Loew:

His childhood behind him, Joe Bee became a soldier. In 1978 when the CIA pulled out of Laos, they evacuated high ranking military officials to Thailand. Soldiers like Joe Bee Xiong they simply abandoned. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

We used hand grenades and the ammunition that we had left and in 1978 then we have a very big casualty that the North Vietnam and communist troops fight heavy against us. And then until our village all went out and then I decide to take off from my village. I took about 3000 people. I lead them from the village. I walked from my village to Thailand.

Patty Loew:

That walk from his village to the safety of Thailand was more than 150 miles over mountains, across rivers and into enemy ambushes. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

We got many people die on the way. 

Patty Loew:

At the Mekong River, Joe Bee, now 15, told the refugees to wait while he and others crossed into Thailand to clear the way for the group's arrival. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

Once I got across the Mekong River they would not let me go back and waiting there about a week and they cannot wait any longer so they all separate and find their own way to Thailand and that's why many people got killed and many people went back and many people surrendered to the communists. 

Patty LOew:

Somehow Joe Bee's mother and father along with his sister and brothers made their way to safety and joined him. After spending about eight months in a refugee camp, Joe Bee Xiong arrived in America and eventually settled in Eau Claire. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

When I first came to the United States and first experience on the electric stove, the hot water, the cold water, the drinking fountains and all those... anything is new experience for you. And then the skills that you have that you are farming or you used to machine guns or the guns are not able to find a job here. So it is like your life is totally reborn again. 

Patty Loew:

Like many of the Hmong who settled here, Joe Bee spoke no English but learned and then graduated from high school and earned a bachelor's degree from Mount Scenario College. Even as he embraced his new American community, he clung to the music and culture of his homeland. The geng or bamboo pipes is one of the instrument that he plays. The ja is another. 

Eric Lindquist:

He played a very important role in one sense as a role model for the other Hmong people. 

Patty Loew:

Eric Lindquist a reporter for the Eau Claire Leader Telegram has followed Joe Bee's journey from immigrant, to citizen, to community leader. 

Eric Lindquist:

He is involved in everything. I mean, for years he's been a landlord, I believe, for a lot of Hmong families. He's rented to people that maybe had trouble with other landlords. Had communication issues and he gave them comfort in that way. 

Woman:

Good afternoon. 

Eric Lindquist:

He has been the president of the board of directors at the Hmong association here in Eau Claire and now he's serving, stepped in the gap as their acting director. He owns property that he rents to Hmong gardeners so they can supply food for the farmers market and have an extra income. 

Patty Loew:

In 1996, residents elected Joe Bee Xiong to the first of two terms on the Eau Claire city council making him the first Hmong in Wisconsin elected to public office. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

I felt great and honored but not as much as the second time. In my second term I feel much better and I feel proud and more honored because I believe I can do the job and that's why they elect me again. 

Patty Loew:

For Joe Bee Xiong, who became a citizen in 1986, being an American means serving the public good. He says the events of 9/11 made a powerful impression on him. And brought back memories he would rather forget. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

That's what we've been through and not just one time but many, many times. You have many good times and just one minute or a few seconds you lost all. 

Patty LOew:

Interestingly, in the Hmong language, the word “hmong” means being free. Each year at festivals like this one the Hmong celebrate their survival and their freedom. 

Joe Bee Xiong:

I am glad that we came here at the right time. And that we have the opportunity to go to school. We have the opportunity to do business that you are capable of or you are able to do it. I see that we're jumping 150 years ahead from the people who live in Laos and I feel confident that if they continue the way they do it now, we probably will be successful in the future. 

Patty Loew:

Joe Bee Xiong died of a heart attack while visiting Laos in 2005. He was just 45. Next time on “In Wisconsin,” reporter Liz Koerner joins us to showcase her favorite stories. She takes us to the Wausau area for a grueling 24 hour bike race filled with pedal pounding, heart pump action. 

Woman:

You have this beam of light and you're focused. I saw a nice big deer this afternoon You never know what you'll come on out there. 

Patty LOew:

That's the sound of restoring the land to the way nature had originally intended. Plus Liz introduces us to a Wisconsin immigrant who is keeping her Croatian culture alive through art. Liz Koerner's favorite reports Thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin." 

Patty Loew:

We leave you this week with a look at the state natural area around Rose Lake in Jefferson County. It's a shallow lake surrounded by wetlands, oak openings and steep hills that provide fantastic views of the lake. The exposed mudflats attract numerous birds. Enjoy the view and have a great week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
