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Patty Loew:

Welcome to “In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week an award-winning story about a controversy down on the farm. 

Man:

They are just looking to make a better life for themselves, for the families back in Mexico. 

Patty Loew:

But that foreign labor comes with a question. How can Wisconsin farmers be sure their workers are legal? 

Patty Loew:

Go behind the lens and into the woods with award-winning "In Wisconsin" videographer Frank Boll. He'll take you on a quest to videotape Wisconsin wolves. And the Menominee nation's annual powwow in Keshena. Those stories this week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep home, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Patty Loew:

This week we bring you two award-winning reports. We begin with a controversy down on the farm in a report that first aired in April 2008. More than a year later even with soaring unemployment numbers many dairy farmers say they still can't find enough local help. How can these farmers make sure their immigrant workers are legal? In our “Money Matters” series Frederica Freyberg found one farmer confronting the problem head on in Buffalo County. 

Frederica Freyberg:

European immigrants who settled these hills and valleys would rise with the sun to work their fledgling farms. 150 years later, the part about rising with the sun hasn't changed, but today the great, great grandchildren of those early settlers are not the immigrant farmers. They employ them. On the Rosenow Wolf dairy farm they employ eight workers from Mexico. John Rosenow said the farm would not survive without them. 

John Rosenow:

It’s clear as can be. There has always been a shortage of labor. Even when I was a kid there was a shortage of labor. 

Frederica Freyberg:

He milks about 500 cows, a larger operation than his family's original dairy farm. Because of the trend toward larger farms in Wisconsin, hiring Mexican labor is a growing trend. State figures show nearly 1/3 of the workers on Wisconsin dairy farms, about 4,200, are Latino. The state secretary of agriculture acknowledges the need. 

Rod Nilsestuen:

It isn't that one morning they woke up and suddenly decided it would be better to have Mexican labor. They went there because that was the only choice left in most cases. 

Frederica Freyberg:

A recent academic survey found that 40% of Wisconsin dairy farms would go out of business without hires from south of the border. 

Loren Wolfe:

We had the Mexicans employed because we need the labor. We milk around the clock. We couldn't find enough local labor to do the job for us. 

Translator:

Because here the shifts are good. You have a whole day off every week. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Starting wages here for workers like this man are $6.75 an hour. According to the department of labor that's a little shy of the average starting pay statewide. But the farm provides fully paid health insurance and housing, including utilities. 

John Rosenow:

What better way to spend money than invest in your employees. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The investment doesn't stop with the pay and benefit package. This farm provides training for the Mexican workers in dairy technology and classes in English language. Plus the eight local American workers take Spanish classes right on the farm. 

Shaun Duvall:

A new paradigm, a new model of what an employer can be. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Talk about change in America's dairy land. Shaun Duvall has made a business out of these on-site bilingual classes and works closely with farmers like Rosenow. 

Shaun Duvall:

Word of mouth. More farms asking me to come. I'm on 30-some farms. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Duvall originated the idea of not just bringing the Spanish language to the Wisconsin farm but bringing the Wisconsin farm to the Mexican culture, literally. She started Puentes/Bridges, a program of cultural  immersion trips. This photo shows farmer John Rosenow in Mexico, in the hometown of one of his employees, meeting the children and wife and parents his worker left behind for a good job at his Wisconsin farm. 

Shaun Duvall:

It works. All of a sudden we're just people doing the same thing. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Certainly not everyone embraces this growing influx of Mexican labor. Here in nearby Arcadia, the mayor recently proposed making English the official language. He proposed having people alert the feds to undocumented workers and to making American flags required anywhere a foreign flag flies. The mayor of Arcadia, however, refused to talk with us on this issue. The mayor's tough stand apparently brought on by the change in and around his town. Two major employers in Arcadia, Ashley Furniture and Gold N Plump employ Mexican workers. The local schools reflect that. The dairy co-owner Loren Wolfe happens to be the school board president in Arcadia. 

Loren Wolfe:

In 2008 we have 180 Hispanic students in our school system out of 1,000. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Wolfe says the children are here because the parents are working here. 

Loren Wolfe:

They are just looking to make a better life for themselves, for their families back in Mexico. 

David Gorak:

These are the jobs that americans did 25, 30 years ago but for wages that allowed them to support their families. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Job competition is just one reason David Gorak leads a group headquartered in his home called the Midwest Coalition to Reduce Immigration. His true aim is to send every illegal immigrant packing. 

David Gorak:

One of my favorite five letter words is legal. That's all we're saying. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Gorak blames the government for failing to impose law and order. 

David Gorak:

You have to enforce the laws. If you don't enforce the laws all you do is breed contempt for all law. 

Frederica Freyberg:

For his part, John Rosenow in no way considers himself exempt from immigration laws. He stays awakes night worrying his employees are not legal and that the INS will show up. 

John Rosenow:

The biggest fear is that the documents that I'm receiving may not be real. If they're not real, that I will be checked by immigration, naturalization service and I lose my employees. 

Frederica Freyberg:

He says by law he's not expected to be a document expert and all his Mexican employees have provided true-looking green cards, social security numbers or driver's licenses. He's not allowed to deny employment based by color of skin or assumptions that if the applicant is Mexican he must be illegal. 

John Rosenow:

We have to walk a fine line. This constant barrage that we get of people like Lou Dobbs or whoever saying that basically if you're a Mexican you must be illegal and you're bad, that's horrible. I don't think we need to be a racist society. 

David Gorak:

This has got nothing to do with racism. It's about the rule of law. The rule of law has no color on it. It applies equally to everybody. 

Frederica Freyberg:

There are no hard figures on how many of the 4,200 Latinos currently working Wisconsin dairy farms are legal or illegal. 

Frederica Freyberg:

If that is your biggest fear why are you not a target by talking openly about it? 

John Rosenow:

I am a target by talking openly about it but in this society, which I've grown up in, all my family has grown up and been here since my great great grandparents were immigrants 150 years ago, in this society the way you get change is somebody has to speak up when something isn't right. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Speaking up for change in federal immigration policy, change that would provide special visa programs or amnesty for Mexican workers so dairy farmers could be certain they are legal. It truly is a new day in Wisconsin agriculture when a farmer's biggest fear is not the market or the weather or the price of fuel, but whether immigration agents will come knocking. 

Patty Loew:

According to immigration experts, only seasonal workers or highly trained workers like doctors are eligible for the current work visa program. Even then, the visas granted are fewer than the number of jobs available. Frederica Freyberg’s reporting on this issue earned a second place award from the Milwaukee Press Club for a public affairs report. In May 2007 we took you behind the scenes of "In Wisconsin" to show you what it takes to capture footage of elusive timber wolves commonly called the gray wolf. The task is next to impossible. Videographer Frank Boll worked on this project for four years. This week we offer you the award-winning report that features the amazingly tenacious and sometimes humorous efforts to capture these rare images at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County. 

Jo Garrett:

We were working on another story when we saw this. This rather large hole. Molly Mell of the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge explained what we were looking at. 

Molly Mell:

We're looking at a wolf den. It's a couple years old. It wasn't used this past year but it was used in previous years. It probably had been a badger hole or some such thing before and the wolves came in and enlarged it. 

Jo Garrett:

The wolves, wow. A wolf den. Okay, a former den, but still, cool. Hey, we thought, let's do a story on wolves in Wisconsin. And so began a great adventure. A quest four years in duration by our videographer Frank Boll to capture footage of Wisconsin's wolves. Necedah became a second home. He spent days of his off time in this blind or up a tree. 

Frank Boll:

I'm going to try to put the camera on here again and see if it will now clear the tree so I can pan it back and forth. 

Jo Garrett:

This is a wildlife sanctuary. This is where most photographers get their footage of wolves. Boll didn't want that. 

Frank Boll:

It would be picturesque if a wolf came out of there. 

Jo Garrett:

He wanted to capture the wolves in their natural habitat which required a lot of tree time. 

Frank Boll:

Every time I come up here I spend eight to ten hours a day doing this. This is the sensor that is the heart of the system. It's basically a little computer that sits on the tree and it shoots out an infrared beam. 

Jo Garrett:

He had to rig up this complex system of remote camera, light and infrared sensing apparatus that discerns an animal's presence by motion and temperature. 

Frank Boll:

It records it as an event and there are two outputs to the sensor. One goes to the light, this cord right here turns the light on and the other cord goes to the camera and turns the camera on at the same time. 

Jo Garrett:

Just lights, camera, throw in a dead deer, cue the wolves and action. Well, not exactly. Just so you understand, Boll is no novice to nature photography. He's been looking through a lens at animals for decades from moose in Alaska to lions in Africa. He's followed crane hunters in Pakistan and shimmied into a rain forest canopy to capture an avian wonderland in Costa Rica. But nothing, not bull snakes, not bears, not bats, nothing has been as hard to capture as wolves. Adrian Wydevan, a wolf specialist for Wisconsin's department of natural resources. 

Adrian Wydevan:

They're such shy, secretive animals. Your chance of seeing them would be remote. They travel at night. 

Jo Garrett:

This is the understatement of the century. The project began with much promise with Boll testing his camera equipment in his backyard. 

Frank Boll:

You have to do a lot of tests. I got two outside cats and they live in a lawn shed. I set it up at their entrance. Watched what they were doing and I would see what the camera was doing at different temperatures. 

Jo Garrett:

First cats, then wild critters, easy, right? No. 

Frank Boll:

That was all eagles. They came in during the day and used up all the tape. 

Jo Garrett:

Time for plan B. 

Frank Boll:

That's when we changed to night only. The eagles aren't active and the wolves are mostly nocturnal. 

Jo Garrett:

Oh, the night life. So began an accumulation of animal footage from this wolf project that we came to call “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?” Lots of animals. But no wolves. Boll would eventually employ a total of three of his own remote cameras around the state. Day and night and baited, checked and monitored by animal fans. A wildlife technician for the Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission. From the Necedah national wildlife refuge. And Ron Schultz for the DNR. This combo of cameras captured just a few wonderful but short wolf moments. And some amazing shots of other animals. Here is a black bear family. Two turkey vultures strut, wings outstretched. Three turkeys, all toms, saunter. Here is a bobcat burying food morsels. A gray fox, seldom seen. It looks more feline than canine. This coyote had a tough time of it. Boll and others tried a variety of ways to entice in wolves from dead deer, scented lures, a rotting beaver and in this case a buried turkey carcass. Buried and to the coyote's dismay, chained down. But the animals gave as good as they got. This is what a black bear weighing in at around 200 pounds can do to a camera. It's not pretty. It wasn't just the big guys. This flying squirrel weighing between four and seven ounces developed an interest in plastic cords and with one bite shut down production. Boll used his remote camera system very successfully on other stories that evolved out of his wolf quest. Like this report we produced on the pine marten. Though he tried the remote cameras on different sites, on a blind, in the air, on the ground, the wolves seldom showed and never stayed for long. Their senses were too sharp. This one hears the camera even though it's muffled by casing. This one looks up and sees not the infrared light, but a slight glow of the light fixture itself and he's gone. Until one snowy Saturday this January, after four years of effort, a visitor. For four minutes the wolf trotted across a frozen lake and then away from the camera. Amazingly, this visual cornucopia continued the next day. 

Frank Boll:

I was sitting in the blind looking out the north window. I looked back to the west over here and I see two wolves come across the frozen lake and they actually started to come towards me. they came within 200 yards, I would suspect and the lead wolf stopped and looked at the blind. All of a sudden he took off running straight to the north and he looked over his shoulder as he's running. That's a giveaway they've seen you and they won't get any closer. 

Jo Garrett:

Once again, the wolves’ keen senses prevailed and their intelligence. 

Frank Boll:

Sometimes I think they even notice that the blind is there because I'm sitting on top of a hill. Not a lot of cover around. They know the country so well, their territory, that I believe they know when there is something different there. It would be sort of akin to coming home and finding another sofa in your living room. 

Jo Garrett:

Four years and finally a total of more than 14 minutes of footage. The wolves turn tail and the wolf quest came to a close. 

Patty Loew:

That report won first place in the video journalism category from the Milwaukee Press Club. You can watch Frank and Joann's entire five-part wolf series on our website. The address is wpt.org/inwisconsin. The wolf, bear, eagle, moose and crane are important symbols to the five clans of the Menominee nation. They’ve been handing down their traditions from one generation to the next for 10,000 years. Each summer clans from across the US and Canada gather for the Menominee nation powwow. As contributing producer Inga Foley discovered, it's held in the woodland bowl, a natural amphitheater set among the pines in Keshena. 

Lisa Waukau:

On behalf of the Menominee Indian tribe of Wisconsin I would like to extend a warm welcome to all.

Lisa Waukau:

The dancers. Singers, drummers. All of our relatives and all of our visitors to the 42nd annual Menominee nation powwow. 

Man:

We would like all of our contestants and the girls traditional to please come on up. 

Lisa Waukau:

Let us all give thanks to the creator for bringing us together on this beautiful day. You can't beat the weather in Keshena. 

Man:

The trophy dance in the teen girls category, first place, Mickey --, HoChunk, big round of applause for our three placers. 

Lisa Waukau:

This is also a time to renew thoughts of the old ways and to preserve our rich heritage that was given to us by our ancestors. 

Lisa Waukau:

Let us not forget about our brothers and sisters in the midst of combat giving unselfishly so that those of us back home here can celebrate days like today. 

Lisa Waukau:

We pray for them, we pray for their families and we pray for their safe return home.

Lisa Waukau:

All of our visitors, our thoughts and prayers are with you and we hope that you have safe travel back to your homes. Thank you and may you enjoy the beauty of the songs and each other's company. 

Patty Loew:

The Menominee are an Algonquin speaking tribe. The name means “people of the wild rice.” The powwow is held on the first weekend in August. For more information go to our website wpt.org/inwisconsin. The event attracts some of the best Native American dancers and drummers in the nation. We have an update this week on the emerald ash borer invasion threatening Wisconsin forests. State agriculture officials have placed Vernon and Crawford counties under a quarantine. You cannot move firewood and other products out of those areas. The quarantine already exists for other counties in an effort to slow the spread of the ash killing beetle. We'll showcase the work of our reporters in the next few weeks. Each program dedicated to some of our best work. Here is a preview of some of my favorite stories. We'll see the inspiring story of Ann Haney, her legacy brings hope to thousands of women with breast cancer. 

Ann Haney:

It stopped me in my tracks. It made me think, it made me fight for my life. 

Patty Loew:

The socialist mayor of Milwaukee who shaped Wisconsin's largest city after World War II. 

Man:

By a series of what I call flukes I got elected. 

Patty Loew:

The life of Frank Zeidler. And the Hmong leader who energized a community. 

Man:

I feel great and honored. 

Patty Loew:

I'll bring you the amazing journey of Joe Bee Xiong. We'll focus on the lives of three Wisconsinites who made a lasting impression. Join us Thursday at 7:00 right here on Wisconsin Public Television. We leave you this week with a scenic view of the Arkansas Creek in Pepin County named after the Arkansas River and runs through Arkansas Creek Park. We hope to see you next Thursday at 7:00 for "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep home, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

