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Patty Loew:

Welcome to “In Wisconsin.” I'm patty loew. This week, one year after devastating floods drained Lake Delton, what does summer hold for this tourism hot spot? 

Man:

No matter what you told people that the lake was going to be here, seeing is believing. 

Patty Loew:

The flood waters have receded in Gays Mills but the pain and controversy does not. 

Woman:

You tear it out and start over. 

Patty Loew:

An underwater archeology excursion. 

Man:

Maritime history is important to Wisconsin. 

Patty Loew:

See what's discovered in the depths of Lake Michigan. Those reports next on “In Wisconsin.”

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliably friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Patty Loew:

One year ago, torrential rains ripped through one of Wisconsin's favorite tourism destinations. Since the 1920s, visitors have been boating on Lake Delton. Last year the main attraction, the lake itself, left town leaving the boats behind. "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett was there the day the northern wall collapsed, draining the manmade lake. Now Art returns to that community as it begins the first tourism season after they put the lake back in Lake Delton.

Art Hackett:

Matt Oefter has been driving ducks down the Wisconsin river for 15 years. The legends, the lessons and possibly some of the jokes he tells are as old as the Dells themselves. 

Matt Oefter:

This point is also well-known for wedding ceremonies. I personally would never want to get married of sunset point because I would always remember my marriage starting out on the rocks. 

Art Hackett:

As the ducks take to the water in 2009, Oefter has a new story to tell. The tale of the torrent of 2008. 

Matt Oefter:

It did rise about a foot above normal. It found a low spot in the lakeshore line. It did fine its way to the river. It eroded the soil taking everything with it. Trees, houses and a 264 acre lake known as Lake Delton, all washed down into the Wisconsin river. 

Art Hackett:

This is where Lake Delton gave way in June of 2008. The houses that people all across America saw dropping into the water used to be right back there. The land is now part of a new stretch of Sauk County highway A. The old embankment was so wide few realized it was a levy. The new embankment, reinforced with a deep wall of clay, clearly looks the part. Nearby the dam, which created Lake Delton, has been rebuilt. New spillways will rapidly drain away any future downpour. All this work took less than a year. 

Wally Bochenczak:

Remarkable from my standpoint. I was here -- I left for a couple of days and the water was basically at the end of that pier and 48 hours later, a little longer, it's up to the wheels. I would anticipate in another three, four, five days we'll be up to normal lake level. 

Art Hackett:

We first met Wally a week after the lake drained. 

Wally Bochenczak:

We have lost probably 75% of our business. We've got free water park passes, amusement passes. It is not what my guests look for. They're coming to be on the lake, period. 

Wally Bochenczak:

Every call we've had this spring, first thing they ask, is the lake back? Now we tell them it's back. 

Tom Diehl:

Starting out when Tommy first opened the show in 1953 it was water, water, water, skiers, skiers, skiers, every ad. Looking back I guess I understand why they didn't attend. 

Art Hackett:

Tom Diehl who runs the Tommy Bartlett water show has also been waiting for the water to return. He tried to keep the show going without water and without much success. 

Tom Diehl:

No matter what you told people that the lake was going to be here, seeing is believing. Just around this community when they started on Highway 12 looking down and seeing water there it was just a tremendous morale booster. 

Art Hackett:

As opening day approached skiers started practicing routines, Diehl says this year's show will be more of a production than in years past. Fitting the stunts into a story line. 



Tom Diehl:

We hired a very talented individual from Florida that do a lot of consulting work for major theme parks to write a new script for us because we wanted to open up 2009 with something we had never done before. 


Art Hackett:

It's a fitting follow-up to a natural catastrophe of the sort that likely never happened before, an entire lake draining away in a matter of hours. A year later, people are trying to put Lake Delton back together. Room by room, show by show, fish by fish. The DNR and local sportsmen's groups aided by a Wisconsin brewery are teaming up to restore the lake's fishery. They begin with minnows, full size fish from upstream will be added later this summer. Village trustee and former DNR fish manager Gordy Priegel says creation of rock spawning beds will allow the lake to eventually grow its own. 

Gordy Priegel:

There has been no reproduction in the lake, so hopefully this is going to change things. 

Art Hackett:

Things may change faster than you would suspect. 

Scot Stewart:

When I've worked on other restorations, normally walleye would be 7 or 8 inches in the first fall after being hatched in the spring. I've seen them grow as 12, 13 inches in that first summer where you don't have a fish population. There is so much food in the water that they've got an unlimited food supply. 

Art Hackett:

One year later Lake Delton is back, no longer will visitors be asked to watch the return of a tourist attraction. They'll be able to see the attraction itself, Lake Delton. 

Patty Loew:

Restocking Lake Delton will take time. There is an international fundraising effort called the Lake Delton Fisheries Restoration Project. To find out more go to our website wpt.org/inWisconsin. This is the scenic overlook to Gays Mills in Crawford County today. An idyllic village nestled in the valley. This is the same view last June after the Kickapoo River spilled over its banks and annexed 90% of the village. The flood water is gone but as Frederica Freyberg shows you, the fight goes on in Gays Mills. 

Frederica Freyberg:

As a life long resident of Gays Mills Lorraine Fortney has been fighting floods since Harry Truman was president. 

Lorraine Fortney:

I've lived here 62 years and I've seen many floods. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Then came the flash floods of 2007. 

Lorraine Fortney:

We had to sit on the doorstep and ease ourselves into the water because all the steps were gone. It was four feet deep out here. 

Frederica Freyberg:

As in the wake of previous floods, they forged on and started again. 

Lorraine Fortney:

I think it was two months before we could shut the doors all the way. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Less than a year later, a second wave of flooding, worse than the first. 

Lorraine Fortney:

The water was right up here coming out the windows. I mean, you just thought, why am I going through this? There has to be a better way. Somebody bigger is trying to tell me something and I haven't been listening. So I got to do it right this time. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Getting it right this time starts with the three Cs of flood recovery. 

Ritch Stevenson:

A lot of cooperation, collaboration, continued commitment from the village board. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Ritch Stevenson was raised on the river. He is a local business owner and a member of Gays Mills’ long range planning team. When he takes a look down main street...

Ritch Stevenson:

I see a quaint little community struggling to survive and every time that river floods it takes a little piece of it with us down the river. 




Frederica Freyberg:

Nearly 100 homes had flood damage and dozens of people had their hopes washed right out of town. 

Ritch Stevenson:

I also see opportunity. I see a lot of businesses that are tough, you know, they're flood hardened and know how to survive. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Stevenson thinks survival means a new vision for the village. Settled around 1848 in the Kickapoo River valley. It is a far cry from this picture taken of main street in 1892. More than 100 years later, the plan is more like this, for parks and bike trails, plus a buyout for homes and businesses. Today the river is tame but there is an undercurrent from some townsfolk. They're paddling against the tide to move Gays Mills up and out of the flood plain. 

Ritch Stevenson:

There is definitely some differences. Some of the old timers that have lived here and slugged it out with the river are more flood-hardened and okay with cleaning up and doing it again. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Main street puts on a good face. Waterlogged but still boasting the quaint shops that make this village a destination. The owner of this greenhouse says he has no intention of moving. 

Joe Brandt:

I'm up higher here. I was required by law when I built this place 25 years ago to build it three feet above the flood plain. I'm so glad I did. I didn't have water in my store. 

Frederica Freyberg:

No water but plenty of empathy. Brandt sees why some want to move the town to higher ground to this piece of land north of town. 






Joe Brandt:

I totally understand, if I lived down by the river and had three or four feet of water in my house twice I would be scratching my head wondering what I'm doing, too. 

Frederica Freyberg:

A year later Lorraine and her husband, Ron are still scratching their heads and this is why. 

Lorraine Fortney:

Be careful on these steps. Steps, pallets. So much of this we just left. So I got a mess in here. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The water is gone but they are still drowning in its aftermath. 

Lorraine Fortney:

There is just no excuse to go on that way. We cleaned it with bleach. We washed it out, but yet my allergies were so bad I just couldn't deal with it. Terrible headaches all the time. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The headache of losing your home, the headache of not knowing what's next. And the headache of watching a community crumble. 

Lorraine Fortney:

Then I finally, after going to meetings, I thought the Lord don't intend us to live this way. There is a better way. He gave us common sense. Let's deal with it. Let's figure it out. And that's what we're doing. 




Frederica Freyberg:

Then there are the other figures to figure out. 

Lorraine Fortney:

If we have to move back because the funding isn't there, we'll do the best we can but it is not what I want to do. But this we owned free and clear. And at our age it's hard to start paying payments when you're supposedly retired. But until we know the figures, we don't know what we'll do. 



Frederica Freyberg:

Lorraine has figured out one thing about this waterlogged house built in 1895. She is too water weary to clean it up again. 

Lorraine Fortney:

I'm not willing to live my whole life doing this. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Because the flood waters will return, sure as clockwork. 

Lorraine Fortney:

When the floods hit, you knew what was in Viola we would have probably in 24 hours. When it was in Soldier's Grove you knew you would have it in 12 hours. 

Frederica Freyberg:

That clock is ticking. Forecasting future floods. 

Lorraine Fortney:

It will happen again. You know, that's the whole thing. It is never an if, it's when. 

Frederica Freyberg:

It's time. It's really all about time. 

Lorraine Fortney:

It's just time to go, that's all there is to it. 

Patty Loew:

Next week on "In Wisconsin"'s continuing coverage on the flood recovery efforts, we travel to the town of Spring Green. 

Woman:

Life for us was awful. I was pregnant and expecting our daughter. 

Patty Loew:

Many families here are still waiting for assistance money so they can move on. Their stories next week. 

Patty Loew:

In Wisconsin there is water everywhere you look. But sometimes you need to look beneath the surface to uncover a true treasure. That's what reporter Andy Soth discovered when he took a dive with the Wisconsin historical society on Lake Michigan near Kenosha. 

Man:

Diving is a very solitary sport. You realize how alone you are. And then when you're going on a new shipwreck, all other things fade away and you realize now you're going to go back in time and see something very few people see. 

Woman:

These are time capsules on the bottom. They went down with everything they had on them. Everything the passengers and crew would have had with them. 

Andy Soth:

This time capsule is the SS Wisconsin, sunk in 1929. It's being explored today by an underwater archeological team put together by the Wisconsin historical society. 

Keith Meverden:

We don't know a lot about the maritime culture of early Wisconsin so we're out here trying to document that culture and learn as much as we can about it. 

Andy Soth:

The Good rich steamship line commissioned the Wisconsin in 1881. It was a technological marvel, one of the first iron-hulled ships on the lakes. One of the first with a double hulled ballast system. It entered service in an era when the Great Lakes were vital for transporting products and people. 

Tamara Thomsen

The lakes were like highways are today. I remember my grandfather, he grew up in Milwaukee and he'd tell me about all the ships and all the ships in port and it just really makes you think wow, you know, there were that many ships that were out on the lake at one time. 

Andy Soth:

It is an era now remembered in photographs. And in the more than two dozen shipwreck sites documented by the historical society. Off the coast of Kenosha the SS Wisconsin sank in a storm, claiming nine. 

Paul Bently:

Over the history of the Great Lakes, most people don't know this but 30,000 sailors lost their lives out there. 

Andy Soth:

Lives lost on ships like the Wisconsin that sunk while they were doing the work that helped build the state. 

Keith Meverden:

Maritime history is very important to Wisconsin. If we look to the Wisconsin state flag you can see there is a picture of a sailor, an anchor and a arm with a hammer which is a caulking mallet used in early wooden ship construction. 

Andy Soth:

These remains help tell the story of Wisconsin's maritime past and being carefully documented with a team of volunteer divers. 

Tamara Thomsen:

Our program wouldn't run without help of the volunteers that come out. We have people that come out from not only across the state but all over the world. 

Andy Soth:

The team has its base of operations in a couple of UW Parkside dorms. Here they carefully plan each day's activity to make the most of limited time in the water. 

Keith Meverden:

We do quite a bit of work before we come on site and diving the shipwreck researching the historical record so when we come out here we have a list of questions we're looking to answer. 

Andy Soth:

The team wants to see if modifications to the hull may have been a factor in the ship's sinking. But the primary mission is a full measuring and documenting of the site as a resource for future historians and divers. Unlike most archeological digs on land, the artifacts here will be left undisturbed. 

Keith Meverden:

We get a lot of people from across the country coming to Wisconsin shipwrecks to dive them. The more artifacts that are on the site and the more intact the shipwreck sites are the better experience it is for the divers diving and the more valuable they are. 

Andy Soth:

The site is also valuable as a silent memorial to those Wisconsinites who made the lake their livelihood and gave up their lives it to. 

Paul Bently:

When you’re into this, people say, “It’s a great shipwreck.” No, it's a very tragic thing. These are places where people played all their cards, you know, and lost. 

Patty Loew:

Reporter Andy Soth was joined by underwater videographers Bruce Johnson and Will Salzmann who made the trip down to the bottom of Lake Michigan. Wisconsin's logging routes are some of the oldest traditions in the state. "In Wisconsin" reporter Jo Garrett introduces you to one logging family that's been working the woods for three generations but facing new challenges in the 21st century in Florence County. 

Jo Garrett:

We're in a workplace. No kidding. Some work in the office, some work on a farm, some work in the woods. These woods are part of the Wild Rivers legacy forest. I sat down here with some loggers to talk with them about their work. The pressures and changes in the business of logging. 

Man:

The young generation, there ain’t too many of them going into logging. 

Jo Garrett:

These four part of a family business. This is Andrew Kubikowski, his brother Anthony. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

We'd go up and pile the firewood and carry sticks. 

Jo Garrett:

Their dad, Tom. 

Tom Kubikowski:

I remember when I was a young tyke they had the horse and they did it with horses. 

Jo Garrett:

And his dad, Ed. 

Ed Kubikowski:

We logged with the horses in my days. 

Jo Garrett:

Ed's dad was a logger. The Kubikowski Logging Company is now owned by Tom. Four generations of this family have made their living working in the woods. The decades have seen vast changes in the methods of harvesting timber. Horses and chainsaws are now a thing of the past.  A past that in Wisconsin has been shaped by logging. Many of the cities in this state grew up around saw mills and to this day, tens of thousands of jobs are dependent on the trees in our forests. But the business of logging faces pressures. 

Tom Kubikowski:

Is there going to be money in it anymore? I don't know. That's a big ticket. Insurance, workman's comp insurance is through the roof. You can't offer your guys health insurance anymore because you have to cut. What do you do? Fuel keeps going up. It is a big impact. We used to buy oil for the saws. $1.25 a gallon. In the last four years I'm paying $4.25 a gallon now. And no more money to show for it. There is no one subsidizing us. Farmers get subsidies. We can’t get that. I have to borrow at 8.5 or 9%. We average about 70 hours a week.

Anthony Kubikowski:

 I was going to say 40 on the first two days. 

Andrew Kubikowski:

Out of my graduating class I think I was the only one that went into logging. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

All the kids that graduated from my high school, 60 kids. I can count three that went into the logging industry. 



Jo Garrett:

There is another issue these loggers face. An issue based on perceptions. 

Tom Kubikowski:

People in the cities, Chicago and that, they come up here, you know, logger, oh, you're a butcher. They don't understand. 

Jo Garrett:

Loggers in Wisconsin's past indiscriminately clear-cut the northern hardwoods forest. It was called the Big Cut-over and extreme clear cuts continue around the globe today. But that picture doesn't ring true here. In fact, this forest was the first sustainably harvested forest in all of Wisconsin. No clear cuts in these hardwoods. Only selected trees are harvested. It has been that way here since 1927. That kind of care, that standard of sustainable harvest is now the rule on much of the state's public and private lands. But that's not the picture people see. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

You can't help but go on these websites and see how you are viewed. You think you're going out making a living for your family but you go home and see just pop up on youtube and you can start and you end up watching a logging video where they show us like we're killing everything and robbing the forest of it and taking. We're not clear-cutting forests. We're going in, selecting certain trees to be harvested so the overall growth can keep going and we can come back in here. It's not something that people are going and butchering. It's not what they see in 

South America and not what they're seeing in Africa where they are going in and just taking, taking, taking. 

Jo Garrett:

Because they log sustainably, is this family business in Wisconsin's northwoods at a competitive disadvantage in a global market? In a market flooded with cheaper clear-cut timber. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

There are docks off loading Chinese or South American wood. People want that cheap stuff so it will keep flowing in. Until people stop and say hey, we're not doing this. This is not good for our economy. 

Jo Garrett:

And all of us use wood products. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

They hate logging but everything they have. Their wood floors come from the companies up here. They don't think about anything that they're walking on. Their chairs, sofas, recliner. They're made of wood wrapped with fabric. Their paper, everything they write on when they go to work. Their folders, everything that they use, paper cups. 

Jo Garrett:

We use what these woods provide and managed well, these woods can continue to provide. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

If we were to just go in there haphazardly and start cutting we wouldn't have anything to come back to. 

Tom Kubikowski:

I’m hoping it will be here in 50 years, 100 years from now. If they manage it right it will be here. 

Andrew Kubikowski:

I’d love to work in the woods the rest of my life. 

Anthony Kubikowski:

I see myself retiring and my kids going into it and so on and so forth. 

Patty Loew:

Tom Kubikowski says his family's business has been able to maintain but high fuel prices have been, in his words, a killer. Now here is a look at some of the reports we're working on for the next edition of "In Wisconsin." 

Man:

What drives this retired Wausau area teacher to clear unexploded bombs in Laos? 

Man:

These are pretty effective killers at 30 yards. And they can kill you if you’re up to 100 yards away.

Man:

See how former students inspired this mission of mercy. 

Man:

All aboard. 

Man:

Hop on a train that takes the fast track, or not so fast track, straight into the heart of the Wisconsin bird lovers paradise plus meet this Spring Green actor knee deep in drama on and off the stage. 

Woman:

There was a huge storm and the water went up about 2 ½ feet into my house. 

Man:

See how despite last year's floods the show must go on. 

Patty Loew:

Join us for those reports Thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin" here on Wisconsin Public Television. Finally this week we take you to far western Wisconsin along the Chippewa River in Pepin County. The river is 183 miles long and begins in Bayfield before emptying into the Mississippi River near Pepin. It formed when the glacial lake, the predecessor of Lake Superior, drained. Enjoy the view and have a great week "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliably friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
