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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, a surprise for Lake Michigan shipwreck hunters. 

Man:

I've been looking for that one for 30 years. 

Patty Loew:

Art Hackett reveals this diving discovery. Andy Soth reports on the first black-owned brewery in the nation. 

Man:

History and beer? What could be better? 

Patty Loew:

Plus East meets West in an etiquette lesson for Wisconsin corporations doing business in China. 

Patty Loew:

Frederica Freyberg has that report next on "In Wisconsin."    

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  


Patty Loew:

Most Lake Michigan shipwrecks date back more than 100 years. It's a time when wooden boats traveled the Great Lakes, vulnerable to storms, hidden rocks and floating debris. This week, "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett brings you one man's quest to locate a particular boat off the shores of Sheboygan.   

Art Hackett:

For 30 years, Steve Radovan was a man with an obsession. He's been searching for the Pringle. That's not a potato that's been chipped. It's a ship that's been wrecked. 

Steve Radovan:

I saw the pictures of it as an excursion boat for the Pabst company down in Milwaukee and I knew that this would be a really neat shipwreck to explore, that it was going to be very ornate. 

Art Hackett:

In 1905 she was sold to Milwaukee's Pabst Brewery. 

Brendan Baillod:

Pringle is really significant. 

Art Hackett:

Brendan Baillod is president of the Wisconsin Underwater Archaeological Association. 

Brendan Baillod:

She became a Milwaukee icon. In a short period of time she carried over 75,000 people from the food of Grand Avenue out to the Whitefish Bay resort which had just been built and was one of the major social points of Milwaukee. 

Art Hackett:

When Radovan started looking for the Pringle in the late 1970s, he had just started to dive. Divers need shipwrecks to explore almost as much as they need a tank of air to breathe. 

Steve Radovan:

There are very shipwreck hunters on the Great Lakes. There's a number of divers on the Great Lakes, but most of them don't want to take the time that it takes to look for shipwrecks. 

Art Hackett:

As Radovan got older, he dove less and spent more time finding wrecks for other divers to explore. 

Steve Radovan:

For me, I like the solitude in that. I would go out on my boat and spend all night long just sitting there looking at the sonar and driving back and forth, back and forth. 

Art Hackett:

But all those nights on the water yielded no results. The Pringle would remain the holy grail of Lake Michigan shipwrecks. The night the Pringle went to the bottom of Lake Michigan in June of 1922, she had been stripped of her finery. She was a steam-driven tugboat. The Pringle sank while towing a freighter back to Ohio. 

Steve Radovan:

I started looking where the Pringle was supposedly to be, where the newspaper account said it was, and in the meantime I found two other ships in that area, but not the Robert Pringle. So I started thinking that the Robert Pringle was going to be out in the shipping lanes, which puts it deeper than 230 feet. That's not great for us divers because we're diving on air and that's at the maximum limits of air diving. I was thinking to myself, well, this thing, it's probably not going to be found by me. 

Art Hackett:

In May of 2008, Radovan took a team of divers to a site six miles offshore from Sheboygan. 

Steve Radovan:

I knew there was something out there because one of the commercial trawlers snagged a wreck in deep water out there and told me about this back in the late '70s. 

Art Hackett:

He had spotted something with his own sonar in the area 15 years before. He thought it was probably a long-lost schooner. When the divers surfaced, he was in for a shock. 

Man:

Expansion engine. Does that mean anything to you? 

Man:

Huge. Huge. 

Steve Radovan:

The John Pringle. It's the Pringle. 

Man:

Yep. 

Steven Radovan:

I've been looking for that one for 30 years. 

Steve Radovan:

This is the first view of the wreck that anybody has ever seen since the 1920s. They came down right by that winch. 

Art Hackett:

The pictures are murky, but they're proof of what lay on the bottom. 

Steve Radovan:

Right here we knew that it was the Robert Pringle. 

Art Hackett:

Try and explain what you were thinking at that time, what you felt.   

Steve Radovan:

Actually, I wasn't all that excited. I've been in on these finds all of my life. It's hard to explain the emotions, but I didn't get all that emotional of it. Brendan probably gets a lot more emotionally attached to this stuff than I do. 


Brendan Baillod:

When they said it had a triple expansion steam engine, we were floored. We knew what it was. Steamers are a fairly rare find in the Great Lakes. For every ten schooner hulls, you find one steamer. This is a real nautical time capsule. 

Art Hackett:

Divers have visited only a handful of times. It's 300 feet below the surface. They have to use special breathing equipment. The 38 degree water requires heated, insulated suits. To gather these pictures, Scoles, Xelowski and Janzen present an hour and a half below the surface. They could only spend 20 minutes exploring and recording video. 

Brendan Baillod:

As people who look at shipwrecks a lot, we see a lot of broken wrecks. There were still lightbulbs hanging over the side. The bell was still cradled on top of the pilot house. The ornate brass work on the wheel and engine was overwhelming to us. 

Art Hackett:

In the wheelhouse, a file cabinet hangs open. 

John Scoles:

I looked in the drawers, one of the top drawers, the bottom was out, and the bottom drawer was open and there was a little, tiny box in there. I'm not sure what it was. 

Art Hackett:

As he looks at the videotape, Radovan is most puzzled by the fact that there's anything this big sitting so long intact in 300 feet of water. 

Steve Radovan:

Totally amazing for as heavy a boat as this is to have been in this good of shape when it sank because normally what happens is the air pockets, air tends to blow these cabins and that off as they submerge. But for some odd reason, it didn't happen with this one. 

Art Hackett:

How the Pringle's hull survived to be intact is just one of the mysteries he can still obsess over. There's also the mystery of why it sank nearly 90 years ago. 

Steve Radovan:

I would rely on their original reports that they just hit some floating timbers. They make big rafts of logs and take them up and down the lakes. Every once in a while, the rafts broke apart and the logs were left floating in the lake. I'm pretty sure that the Pringle is sitting on its damage. And there's probably no way we're ever going to be able to get down in the bilges here and look for that. Maybe a diver in the future will be able to do that, but this is sitting in pretty deep water. I don't think that's going to happen for quite a few years.   

Patty Loew:

Perseverance pays off. We'll keep you posted on any new developments regarding the Pringle. An update now on our recent report about Wisconsin's film rebates. That rebate helped lure the Johnny Depp movie "Public Enemies" to Wisconsin. A legislative committee just voted to save the credit for film, video and television production. The governor cut it from his budget proposal, calling it too costly. The proposed changes include a $3 million cap and encourages job creation in economically challenged areas. It must still pass the full legislature and get the governor's signature. To see Liz Koerner's full report, go to our website, wpt.org/inwisconsin. Our next report looks to the far east for a lesson in Chinese etiquette. It's a critical part of any business deal. For example, giving a Green Bay Packers hat would actually be considered extremely rude. We'll explain why in just a few minutes. First, Frederica Freyberg takes you to a dinner where they're serving up Chinese etiquette in Madison. 

Woman:

People are tiny, especially women, so do not be too strong to squeeze. Then we go. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The big, beefy handshake doesn't cut it in china.  

Frederica Freyberg:

And it's highly insulting to Chinese hosts if visitors stay sober. Heavy drinking is apparently a must at dinner.  

Woman:

With this one, if you put it too close, it's difficult to open it. 

Frederica Freyberg:

There's so much for Americans to learn. 

Woman:

I tried to use chop sticks and I just can't use them. 

Frederica Freyberg:

About doing business in China, especially at the all-important business banquette. 

Paula Romeo:

There are a lot of differences so there's a lot to learn. 

Xiaojun Wang:

Sometimes it's frustrating for foreigners. I want to eat, five minutes and I want to go back to work. But in China, you eat two or three hours.  

Frederica Freyberg:

She is a professor at a large university in China and came to UW Platteville for a year as part of its Confucius Institute. She staged a training session at a Madison area Asian restaurant on navigating the Chinese business banquette. 

Xiaojun Wang:

We have fun together. We eat food together. We shared everything together. It's much more important than just a conference meeting room. 

Frederica Freyberg:

And so the diners learn that this type of business meeting in China could last all day or all night. 

Xiaojun Wang:

Thank you for coming. Yes. 

Frederica Freyberg:

There are seemingly endless rounds of toasts and endless platters of food. 

Xiaojun Wang:

You would never think china is a developing country. That is our hospitality. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Because building personal relationships comes before any business relationships can be forged. 

Xiaojun Wang:

You get to know each other, have a relation with each other. We need to be close and know each other and I trust you so we can think about the business. I'm a host here. My honorable guests sit here. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The seating arrangement is very precise and preordained. The American way of just grabbing a chair would be taboo. 

Lance Ehrke:

Essentially watching the countries change, I think it's very important to understand the different cultures. 



Frederica Freyberg:

At this program, dinner guests soak up the cultural training, while also trying to get a bite in. Chinese dinner tables do include spoons. 



Lance Ehrke:

And I'm still wiping off the hot peppers from the hot sour soup. 

Xiaojun Wang:

To say hello in Chinese and use chop sticks and enjoy their food, drink with them, they will treat you as their honorable and closest friend. 

Frederica Freyberg:

And this relationship is key for Wisconsin, according to trade experts in attendance at the training. 



Ken Wasylik:

China for Wisconsin is extremely important. Our third-largest market is China.

Frederica Freyberg:

China is third only to Canada and Mexico for Wisconsin exports and accounts for a billion dollars in sales for the state. 

Beng Yeap:

We are very strong industrial machinery and also medical equipment. 

Frederica Freyberg:

And so when Wisconsin salespeople travel to China to broker a deal, it's good for them to be equipped to navigate the business banquette, the precursor to any deal. 

Xiaojun Wang:

We are eager to help the people understand us or accept us or become friends with us. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Just be sure to master the use of chopsticks before the Chinese business dinner is served. 

Patty Loew:

As for the gift of a Packers hat being an insult, here's why. In China, a green hat signifies a man who's cheated on his wife. Even mentioning a green hat, much less giving one as a gift, is cause for great humiliation and almost certainly the end of any business deal. Who knew? A Wisconsin beer might be a better gift for the Chinese. Wisconsin enjoys a great beer-making heritage due to the German immigrants who settled here. But Germans aren't the only ethnic group with a story to tell. The nation's first African American-owned brewery was here in Wisconsin. Reporter Andy Soth has the story of People's Brewery in Oshkosh.   

Andy Soth:

He's known as the real beer man, or at least that's the name of his column. Devoted exclusively to beer and brewing. 

Jim Lundstrom:

Yes. Beer is a common element running through my life. I can't help that. 

Andy Soth:

His name is Jim Lundstrom and he's also the editor of the Scene newspaper, an alternative monthly in central and northeast Wisconsin. It's run out of a Menasha storefront, though he’ll tell you his real office is a few doors down. The Club Tavern seemed like the perfect place to sit down and hear one of his favorite beer stories. 

Jim Lundstrom:

Bigger than beer, but certainly beer led me to it. 

Andy Soth:

It's a story of changing times and of a city that wasn't quite ready. 

Jim Lundstrom:

It was largely a forgotten part of local history. 

Andy Soth:

It's the story of People's Brewery in Oshkosh.   

Jim Lundstrom:

What could be a better name? For the first black-owned brewery in the country, People's Brewery. 

Andy Soth:

They didn't come up with the name. People's Brewery had been operating since 1911. But a group of African-Americans from Milwaukee did buy People’s in 1970, making it the nation's first black-owned brewery. People's was popular in Oshkosh, but the new owners thought they could also find new markets. 

Jim Lundstrom:

Ted Mack came in and thought, well, I want to keep that core base, but I want to expand to Milwaukee with the black population there, Gary, Indiana and the US military. 

Andy Soth:

Mack thought he could sell People's on US military bases with a contract government for minority-owned businesses. But as he tried to develop that market, the core Oshkosh customer base wasn't taking well to the ownership change. 

Stephen Kercher:

With a product that is held with such reverence here, beer, which comes from this German-American tradition, the idea of black owners struck many as an anathema. 

Andy Soth:

UW Oshkosh historian Stephen Kercher curated this exhibit on campus. It paints a picture of what Oshkosh was like around the time the brewery changed hands. It's about Black Thursday, in 1968, when African-Americans students, tired of discrimination on campus and in the community, took over the university president's office. 

Stephen Kercher:

In 1968, like many other community throughout the United States, Oshkosh was beginning to resist the massive social changes that were taking place in the united states. 

Andy Soth:

That year segregationist presidential candidate George Wallace drew large crowds in Oshkosh. It was only two years later that Ted Mack brought People's Brewery and moved to town. 

Jim Lundstrom:

Here's a black man from Milwaukee coming to live in their lily white community with his kids, sending them to the local school and trying to make a difference and trying to make a business work as the first black-owned brewery in the nation. 

Andy Soth:

But the resistance was immediate. 

Jim Lundstrom:

Public perception, that was the 21 workers were going to lose their jobs and the revolution was coming to downtown Oshkosh. Look out. 

Andy Soth:

Allen Repp grew up in his father's bar and runs it today. He remembers when People's just stopped selling. 

Allen Repp:

I think they were the third largest distributor of the tap beer. After so long, just had to take it off. Like anything else that doesn't move, you have to take it off. 

Andy Soth:

Nasty rumors spread that People's beer was being watered down or otherwise tampered with. The new owners went to great lengths to demonstrate that the beer had not changed. 

Allen Repp:

Independent taste tests out of town and even out of state, it won as far as taste, eye appeal, everything, so there’s nothing wrong with the product.

Andy Soth:

Sales were declining in Oshkosh. There were distribution problems in Milwaukee and Gary. And the hope for military contracts weren't working out. But even without all these problems, the deck was stacked against them. 

Jim Lundstrom:

It was a time when the big breweries were merging and buying up other places and consolidating. All of that killed the regionals. The '70s, worst time ever. They were gone. 

Andy Soth:

In 1972 People's Brewery ceased operations and so did two other Wisconsin breweries, Potosi and Lithia. Something was lost when each stopped making beer. But People's had also made history and that's a story worth remembering. 

Jim Lundstrom:

History and beer? What could be better? I don't know.   

Patty Loew:

The exhibit on the Black Thursday protests at UW-Oshkosh just opened at the Wisconsin black historical society museum in Milwaukee. You can see images and hear the voices of those involved by going to our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. The exhibit runs through this summer. Summer means the return of the Karner Blue butterfly. They're a federally endangered species and are rare except in Wisconsin. Now the DNR is getting a $1.5 million grant to buy land vital to their survival. Jo Garrett first brought you this report in 2004 and we thought it was worth another look at the world's largest Karner Blue butterfly population near Necedah. 

Jo Garrett:

They are here. But they require a little searching because they're so small.   

Man:

Karner Blue butterflies are postage stamp size, roughly speaking. As the name indicates, blue, baby blue.   

Jo Garrett:

Rich King is the staff biologist at ground zero of Karner Blue butterflies, the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. 

Rich King:

The refuge hosts the world's largest population. You can find more here than you can anywhere. 

Jo Garrett:

This is the mother lode, which is pretty amazing, since these beauties are almost gone, pretty much everywhere else.   

Rich King:

Federally it's an endangered species, which means it has protections under the endangered species act. States like New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, the province of Ontario, the butterflies are almost entirely gone. 

Jo Garrett:

Yet here, these creatures are common. Why? What explains this winged mystery? The answer is in our flowers.   

Jo Garrett:

Our flowers, the food source for Karner Blues, particularly for their picky children. 

Rich King:

Adult butterflies will feed on over 100 different flowering plants, so they don't really care. But their larval food source is very specific. It is one species, wild lupine, and if you don't have it, you're not going to have butterflies. There's a patch right here. 

Jo Garrett:

The larval form needs this lupine. Here's how it works. 

Rich King:

The female then will lay about 80 eggs on this lupine stem or down in the grass around the base of the lupine stem. And basically the idea is when the larvae came out for the first brood, which would be next May or June, they'll have their food source right there. They don't have to go far to find it. 

Jo Garrett:

And they can't make it without it.   

Rich King:

You have to have wild lupine to have Karner Blue butterflies. 

Jo Garrett:

And fewer and fewer places have wild lupine, fewer and fewer places have the habitat, the landscape that lupine need, wide, open, oak savannah, shaped by fire.   

Jo Garrett:

Places like Necedah. 

Rich King:

In the eastern part of the butterfly's range, there's a lot of development. Changing these upland sites into subdivisions, industrial parks, what have you.   

Jo Garrett:

They need places like these and they're rapidly disappearing.   

Jo Garrett:

Such an ephemeral thing, like so many sweet parts of summer, they come and go. 

Rich King:

The adults only live for a week, two at the most. 

Jo Garrett:

They come and go. They have just two hatchlings, two times of flight, one in late May, one in late July. But the presence this tiny animal tells a larger story about the landscape and legacy of Wisconsin.   

Rich King:

Karner blue butterflies in their own right are beautiful little butterflies. But it's really a symbol for not only the habitat and the fact that here in Wisconsin we have more of that habitat than anywhere else, because of the care we've taken with the land, but also it's really a symbol of Wisconsin's environmental ethic and there's a reason we have more of this habitat and more butterflies here in this state than anywhere else. 

Jo Garrett:

They're here for a reason that can be seen all year round, in Necedah and across Wisconsin.   

Patty Loew:

The DNR will use the grant money to purchase land in the Quincy Bluffs and Wetlands state natural area in southern Adams County not far from Necedah. Experts say the new habitat is perfect for the butterflies. Here are some of the reports we're working on for next time. 

Liz Koerner:

Hi. I'm Liz Koerner. These students at UW Steven’s Point are fighting an uphill battle, trying to raise enough money for tuition, not for themselves, but for two women from thailand. 

Man:

Described them as either a force to be reckoned with or a juggernaut. 

Andy Soth:

I'm Andy Soth. This year Wisconsin celebrates 100 years of flight. 

Man:

There are plenty of military heroes, pilots, inventions.   

Jo Garrett:

This is "In Wisconsin" reporter Jo Garrett. It only happens once every five years and it's about to happen again. I'll show you the Lake Superior bird count. 

Patty Loew:

Those reports on "In Wisconsin" Thursday, at 7:00.   

Patty Loew:

A quick update now on reintroduction efforts for the endangered whooping crane. Attempts to have the cranes hatch eggs in the wild have taken a major setback. All 12 nests in central Wisconsin have been abandoned. Experts say there’s still time for the birds to re-nest. Biologists retrieved two eggs and will try to hatch them in an incubator. The only successful birth in the wild happened in 2006 when two cranes hatched, but only one survived. Finally this Saturday is international migratory bird day. The DNR will also mark the completion of the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail. One of the trails includes the Apostle Islands and that's where we leave you this week on Stockton Island. Enjoy the view and have a great week in Wisconsin.
