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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week the state's budget crisis could cause

problems in already overcrowded courts.    

Man:

I feel like constantly we're against the gun.   

Patty Loew:

A closer look in our "Money Matters" series. Plus it's a plague for Lake Michigan's fishing

communities.   

Man:

After a day or two, when the maggots show up, you're really having fun. 

Patty Loew:

But the fun came when they turned these fish into an eco-friendly fortune for Algoma. And he's revolutionizing the sport of fishing.

Man:

When the lures fall off, they will end up on the bottom of the lake or river. They will not biodegrade. 

Patty Loew:

It's a whopper of an environmental fish tale, and it's catching the attention of Popular Science magazine. Those reports next on “In Wisconsin.”

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web. And the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.     

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with an ongoing promise from Wisconsin's governor to do whatever it takes to balance the state's budget. Fixing a projected $5.4 billion shortfall will not come easy. In our ongoing "Money Matters" series, we take a closer look at one state program that is already short of funding. Prosecutors in the district attorney’s offices across Wisconsin are under-staffed by nearly 30%. And as “In Wisconsin”s Frederica Freyberg reports, that’s according to the state’s own auditors.

Frederica Freyberg:

Dan County assistant DA Chris Freeman is always on the run. Freeman is juggling 400 domestic violence cases.

Chris Freeman:

I got Covert, which is DD, Bradley’s gonna be a waiver, so we could do that one first.

Chris Freeman:

I feel like constantly we’re under the gun. I’d be lying if I didn’t tell you I think there are times that things are slipping through the cracks.

Frederica Freyberg:

Deputy DA Judy Schwamle worries about the same thing.

Judy Schwamle:

My nightmare is that a case is sitting in one of those piles here that I haven't gotten to yet, it involves an offender who is going to commit some more serious crime.

Woman:

Middle of October looks like the oldest one. Oh, September.

Frederica Freyberg:

Incoming police reports stack up, waiting for prosecutors to make charges. Clerks who manage the stacks say they are overrun. 

Woman:

 It's pile maintenance now, in addition to file maintenance. It's a whole new category that we've had to develop in the intake office to manage the backlog.   

Brian Blanchard:

In Dane County, the numbers for law enforcement has doubled in the last 20 years.  We have fewer full-time DA positions than we did 20 years ago.  

Frederica Freyberg:

One of the people sounding the alarm over the shortage of assistant district attorneys in Wisconsin is Dane County DA, Brian Blanchard.  

Brian Blanchard:

Really, since the state took over this program in 1990, it's been pretty much neglected.  No positions have been added to match the population growth. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Population growth means more people to commit crimes. More police means more arrests. It all adds up to more cases but not more prosecutors to handle them.   

Brian Blanchard:

Victims are competing with each other for our attention. Judges are waiting for us to appear in

court, because we're in multiple courts at the same time. Police and victims and family victims

are waiting for us to charge cases.

Frederica Freyberg:

Right now, there are 430 county prosecutors in Wisconsin, but nearly every county in the state

is hungry for more.  Because according to the State Department of Administration and the

Legislative Audit Bureau, about 120 additional assistant district attorneys are needed statewide to

meet case-load demand. Wood County shows the greatest crunch Needing more than twice the four prosecutors it currently has. The same holds true in places like Monroe County. Brown County is down seven assistant DAs. And Dane County needs the most. An additional 11 prosecutors are needed to handle its caseload; Dane currently has 28 assistant DAs, but they're scrambling. 

Suzanne Beaudoin:

There is a great presence of law enforcement on the streets, but no one able to address the charging decision and the prosecution of the case. It’s just causing further injury, creating further trauma. It’s so serious and I can't emphasize it enough. 

Frederica Freyberg:

In fact the victim witness office told us to speak with Brian and Kristin Bott to hear what court delays feel like for victims.  

Kristin Bott:

Can you just tell me that someday this will end?

Frederica Freyberg:

The Bott's infant suffered shaken baby syndrome after their day care provider abused him. It took two years from the time of the baby-sitter's arrest until she was sentenced to prison.    

Kristin Bott:

It’s re-victimizing. Every time you try to prep for one of those hearing, you go right back to that initial feeling of what you've been through. And in the meantime, in between, you don't heal; you can't heal. You don't even try to start healing.  

Frederica Freyberg:

The Botts say they had no idea there was a staffing shortage in the DA's office.   

Brian Bott:

Never once did we ever feel like our case was not the most important thing to the people that

represented us.  

Brian Blanchard:

People do triage. I'm really telling attorneys here, look, you're going to have to look at your ten or 20 most serious cases and really keep track of them in every respect and you're going to effectively be doing triage on the balance of them. Blanchard says that means only so many

minutes for case files, having prosecutors consider plea deals, dismissals. He calls it "strategies to survive the day" And worries it leads to assembly-line justice.   

Melanie Hampton:

It gets very disheartening for so many street officer, detectives and investigators who put many,

many hours into this kind of work.   

Frederica Freyberg:

Melanie Hampton is a Madison police investigator and a member of the Dane County board. 

The documented shortage of prosecutors is out of her hands because for nearly 20 years, county

prosecutors have been funded by state government.    

Melanie Hampton:

One of the things I hope the state government does take into account is, the government does those things that private citizens can't do for themselves. And private citizens can't prosecutor their own cases.   

Frederica Freyberg:

The governor released a statement to us, saying, "the state audit showing the need for more

prosecutors does not show a compelling or clear need. In these tough times, the state is not filling

3500 jobs that are currently open. Staffing increases are particularly difficult.”

No staffing increases in district attorney's offices means prosecutors like Chris Freeman...  

Chris Freeman:

It really is a constant juggling.

Frederica Freyberg:

...will likely not see caseload relief any time soon.    

Patty Loew:

The Wisconsin District Attorneys Association wants to raise the state's beer and liquor taxes to

pay for more prosecutors.  The state tavern league opposes that idea.  In June, music fans will

gather in Sturgeon Bay for the steel bridge songfest. Residents organized the music festival in

2006 to save the Michigan Street Bridge from demolition. Within the past week the state

department of transportation decided to green-light a project to rehab the 80-year-old bridge.  

The $18 million bid is $4 million more than estimates. But the DOT says other projects are

coming in under budget, and they will use that excess money to offset the difference. Work on

the Michigan Street bridge should be completed and reopened to traffic sometime next year.  The

Wisconsin inland lakes fishing opener is this weekend. So this week we bring you two eco-friendly fishing reports.  First, the fishing fortunes of Lake Michigan's ports: the big catch for the billion-dollar fishing industry has always been how to dispose of the stinky waste, once the fish are cleaned. "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett shows you how they're putting a positive spin on that problem in Algoma.  

Art Hackett:

This is the story of a symbiotic solution to a problem challenging many communities along

the Great Lakes. Call it a win, win, win situation.    

Ken Taylor:

Fishing is very important to the economy of Algoma. This morning the boats started leaving

about 2:00, between 2:00 and 5:00. We launched approximately 65 to 70 boats.

Man:

Not a big catch.

Art Hackett:

Fishermen can, on occasion, actually be modest. Overall, these boats come back with lots and

lots of fish.  

Ken Taylor:

Fishermen come in, clean their fish, put them in the grinders; it went down to the waste sewer

plant that was creating problems.  

Art Hackett:

The fish waste overloaded Algoma's sewage plant, risking fines from the DNR.  

Ken Taylor:

Algoma's a town of roughly 3,400. With all the waste going down, we were told we have enough

waste for a town of close to 30,000. And it was the fish guts, yeah, yeah. And fish waste costs

about 15 times more than human waste to process.  And Algoma was shelling out overtime to

sewage workers to clean out chunks of fish.  

Man:

It's not a pretty sight.  

Art Hackett:

Doesn't sound like this is a job you enjoy?  

Pat Zastrow:

Well, it had its moments. And this is pretty good. After a day or two when the maggots show

up, then you really have some fun. Before we had the fish cleaning station, we'd have to empty

this every day and we’d have leftovers, and now we're back down to once or twice a week in the summer. 

Art Hackett:

Enter the new fish cleaning station, the legacy of Art Dettman, known as Algoma's fishing mayor.

Ken Taylor:

And in his will, left money to the marina to make it better.    

Art Hackett:

Which needed an improvement over the grinders, once used to dispose of fish entrails.  

Ken Taylors:

The grinders themselves cost about $10,000 and they broke down about every other day. The

big salmon heads are very hard; the grinders wouldn't take it. They would break down, they

would get plugged; it was a mess and it smelled terrible. If you want to see what those grinders

look like, go to Sturgeon Bay. They still got them. So does Kewaunee, and just about every other

fishing community along the lake.  

Ken Taylor:

I’ll give you a little illustration of what it’s like with the grinders. The guys like it, the grinders are so noisy, and you can't hear anything when they're running. They like to shove the grinders full, then turn 'em on and you have heads, scales and blood and guts and everything

else flying all over the place.

Ken Taylor:

So we started to dream a dream last fall, and we went to Dramm Corporation in Manitowoc, and they make fish fertilizer. And we asked them the question, would you like our fish?

Art Hackett:

Manitowoc-based Dramm Corporation operates a plant on the edge of Algoma, which makes fish fertilizer. Demand for fish fertilizer, which comes out of these industrial strength grinders is skyrocketing due to interest in organic gardening. The fertilizer is made from fish processing waste.  

Man:

Right now we're getting fish from all five Great Lakes.  

Ken Taylor:

And they're getting fish from Canada, Chicago, California, anywhere they could get it, because their line of fertilizer is growing, but they couldn't get the product, which seems ironic, with the

product right here. Why not send it to them? We got engineers involved. We had meetings

beyond meetings to plan everything and get it together. And if you wouldn't mind following me,

I'd love to show you this new setup that we have.  

Art Hackett:

The new cleaning station is an improvement over the cramped space around the screaming grinder. There are two long tables capable of serving ten people on each side.  

Eric Pieschek:

This one, they really went all out for the fishermen, with extra hoses and sinks to wash your hands and knives.

Ken Taylor:

We have 30 feet of cleaning space on both sides of the table, the sprayers that they can wash and clean up themselves. Of course, there's the board in the middle so they’re not giving each other a bath on the other side. A conveyor of the type used to move feed around a barn goes down the middle and carries the carcasses into a walk-in cooler.  The fish come through the conveyor, then on to the elevator. They come in these totes that are four by four by four, that will hold roughly between 300 and 350 carcasses.    

Art Hackett:

When the totes are full, Dramm's truck picks up the waste and hauls it to the plant.    

Man:

Overall, it's not going to be a huge part of what we make. But the Algoma plant is a pilot

plant. Hopefully, if everything goes well with that, some other cities along the lakeshore will build them all up and down the coast and we'll get fish from all over.   

Art Hackett:

Algoma's fish cleaning station is the product of local ingenuity ... a memorial to Mayor

Dettman.    

Ken Taylor:

We made this building debt-free in his honor, of his dream for the fishing here in Algoma.    

Art Hackett:

The dream was for a better place to clean fish. The reality is the city got a break from sewage

treatment headaches and a local factory got a new source of raw materials, all in the same catch.   

Patty Loew:

Several other Lake Michigan communities, as well as the Wisconsin DNR, have inquired about

the fish cleaning station. But so far, the Algoma station is still one of a kind.    

Patty Loew:

They say a musky is a fish of 1,000 casts, because that's how many it will take to catch one.

And in some cases there may be just as many lost lures.  This week we feature a Wisconsin man

who designed these lures and his invention is revolutionizing the fishing industry.  It's

environmentally safe and has just been voted one as the Year's top ten inventions by "Popular

Science Magazine" and is featured in the June issue. Ironclads Lake Resources of Wisconsin also

earned the 2008 "Best in Show Award" at the Chicagoland Outdoors Show. "In Wisconsin"

reporter Jo Garrett shows you how the inventor is angling for success and how his discovery got

started in Dane County.    

Ben Hobbins:

Well, I grew up here, just about a block from here, up on the hill.    

Jo Garrett:

Ben Hobbins grew up fishing in Madison's Lake Mendota.  

Ben Hobbins:

Used to come down here after the paper route, about 5:30 and fish for an hour or two before swim practice in the summer.

Jo Garrett:

He loves to fish and he's passing on that love of fishing to his daughters. Hobbins has also cast a business into motion, that may prove a boon to Wisconsin's waters. If all goes according to plan, it could help solve a huge environmental problem, revolutionize an industry, and reel in mega dollars and jobs.  Stop right there ... you're looking at it. This is called a soft lure or a soft bait. They have been around for about 50 years and they work.. Some soft lures look like minnows; some look like worms. 

Ben Hobbins:

They love these. They have that real-life look and the fish can't resist them. I've used them my whole life.   

Jo Garrett:

Hobbins has been in business in marketing and high-tech both here and abroad. But now from

his current home in Waunakee, he has become a backyard inventor. So we went to his backyard

to hear how, in the process of solving a fishing problem he had, he solved another problem we

all have.  The winter ice-fishing season was coming up and I was kind of daydreaming slightly

about that. And then I was thinking about how cold my hands would be when I would be putting

on these little soft bait “tippers,” we call them.  

Jo Garrett:

This is a tipper. And this was Hobbins’ problem.   

Ben Hobbins:

So typically, you hook on like this, on the end of the hook. And the fish will come in and you

can go ahead and pull on that if you'd like, and you'll see how easy they come right off and it's

gone.  So you'll go through hundreds of these, while you're fishing.  

Jo Garrett:

Misery was the mother of invention.    

Ben Hobbins:

I mean, literally it feels like your hands freeze off, just because they get ripped off every other

strike pretty much or every other fish. So I thought, how can I solve this?  And I thought for a few minutes and a little light went off, and I said I think I've got the idea.   

Jo Garrett:

Through his knowledge of high-tech manufacturing, Hobbins came up with a way to strengthen

soft lures, so the tougher lure stays on the hook.  So I am the fisherman.... 

Ben Hobbins:

I'm like the fish and the hook is biting.  

Jo Garrett:

Oh, man! Yeah.

Jo Garrett::

Okay, here's the part where all the non-fishing people are thinking ... new soft lure? Big deal. Well, it is. That's because this new technology has a potential payoff for all of us, because of where all those many old soft lures ended up.  

Ben Hobbins:

You know, they lost the net going to the bottom of the lakes or floating around and that's it.

Now, this is another swim, same thing, boom, doesn't take much pressure. There's a tube, a very

popular bait, boom! See? Now that's how fast these lures are lost in the environment. These are

all in our lakes and streams. So it's significant. And when you see how easy you lose these, then

you realize five decades of that, in five decades of 25 million pounds or so of plastic, each year ...

realize, there's billions and billions of pounds there today in there. And it's not breaking down.   

Jo Garrett:

Plastic. This manufactured material was a critical part to Hobbin's quest. As was this, the Polymer Engineering Center at UW Madison. Hobbins came here and met  with the center's co-director, Tim Osswald. Osswald saw the problem from the perspective of a plastics professional, with concerns about plastic and the environment.    

Tim Osswald:

When the lures fall off, they will end up in the bottom of a lake or a river. They will not

biodegrade. It will take thousand of years before this breaks down, if at all.  

Jo Garrett:

Thousands?   

Tim Osswald:

Thousands of years, sure, because it's a polymer. There's nothing in the bottom of the lake that

even will cause it to biodegrade, because the ultra violet rays that could biodegrade the polymer

won't reach that deep down. 

Jo Garrett:

Plastics last and plastics can leach.   

Tim Osswald:

The plasticizer that is inside will start leaching out.  So now you have, for a pound of these

lures, you could have up to a half a pound of plasticizer that is going seep into the lakes.  

Jo Garrett:

And these plasticizers that make the lures wiggly include chemicals called salates, and they are,

according to as Osswald, a cause for concern.  

Tim Osswald:

So of these salates can be quite dangerous to children. They could emulate estrogen, which can hinder the sexual growth of little boys, for instance. So there are a lot of ugly things -- and they're also carcinogens.  

Jo Garrett:

Osswald sees Hobbins’ product to a solution to the plastics problem and a potential boon to the industry. He's a vigorous proponent of this material, which is so much a part of our modern life.  The polymer lab often works with businesses in the state to try out new ideas and test new methods of manufacturing.    

Tim Osswald:

There are companies that, when they try something out, they come and try it out on our

machines. But it is a great resource for the companies in the state.    

Jo Garrett:

And in this case, Osswald's students created these molds for Hobbins.

Tim Osswald:

They don't look very high-tech and they aren't, but it's very clever, how they are made.  

Jo Garrett:

The molds are sealed with a new epoxy. The result? A huge cut in the time needed to come up with a prototype. 

Tim Osswald:

Otherwise, it would take months, if not a year, to actually come up with prototypes. We

shortened the time to I think 30 days or so, we had the parts. 

Jo Garrett:

Score another one for the polymer lab.    

Tim Osswald:

Even on his kitchen table, he could cast one of those lures and make it.    

Jo Garrett:

Which he did. And Hobbins used the models created by the polymer lab to make his prototypes, which he then brought to the fishing industry’s annual show in Las Vegas in July of 2007. His soft lures scored second place in new product development, a huge boost for a new product with a big market and the potential for a great payout in businesses and jobs.    

Ben Hobbins:

The soft bait market has been estimated by the WIS Group, a Wisconsin company that does new

product assessments, at a $250 million market.    

Jo Garrett:

Hobbins is thrilled about the potential for himself, for the lakes, and for the state.    

Ben Hobbins:

I've been an avid outdoorsman my whole life; and to be able to contribute on the conservation

side makes me feel good. You know, not for me, but for the environment and for fishermen. It

just helps everybody.    

Patty Loew:

Ben Hobbins has also started an international fund-raising effort called the Lake Dalton

Fisheries Restoration Project. The lake and all of its fish literally washed away last June during

heavy rains. For more information, go to our website, wpt.org/inwisconsin.    

Patty Loew:

Now here's a look at some of the reports we are working on for next week "In Wisconsin" 

Frederica Freyberg:

I'm "In Wisconsin" reporter Frederica Freyberg. It's a must to be able to use chop-sticks while dining in china. We will navigate the Chinese business banquet. 

Woman:

It's a little bit complicated,  sometimes frustrating for foreigners. 

Art Hackett:

This is "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett. It's a voyage of discovery off Sheboygan.  

Man:

I've been looking for that one for 30 years.  

Art Hackett:

As shipwreck hunters find a surprise in Lake Michigan. We'll show you the high-definition

video. 

Andy Soth:

This is Andy Soth. Did you know the first black-owned brewery in the country was right

here in Wisconsin?  

Man:

It was largely a forgotten part of local history.

Andy Soth:

The story of people's brewery in Oshkosh is about changing times and a city that wasn't quite ready for that change.  

Man:

Beer, history and beer. What could be better?  

Patty Loew:

Join us for those reports next Thursday at seven on "In Wisconsin." We leave you this week

with a look at historic Round Lake logging dam. It's located in Price County, in North Central

Wisconsin. This logging dam is one of the last remnants of Wisconsin's lumber boom, originally

constructed in 1878. The wood dam was completely rebuilt in 1995, using the historic timbering

and original iron hardware. It's listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is part of a

13-mile loop on one of Wisconsin's rustic roads. Enjoy the rush of spring waters, and have a

great week "In Wisconsin.”
