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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. New this week, Frank Lloyd Wright's vision for America. 

Man:

This is the only model b-1 of the American system homes that was ever built.

Patty Loew:

See how this Milwaukee neighborhood is being transformed back to the way Wright had originally intended. Also, a rare look at the ghosts of the forest. 

Man:

Visually they're so unusual and so startling. 

Patty Loew:

We'll unravel the mystery of the white deer herd in Wisconsin's northwoods. Plus the candidates running for state school superintendent. 

Rose Fernandez:

I come at the post with a different kind of experience. 

Tony Evers:

I've worked in and for the schools for the past 34 years. 

Patty Loew:

See why Tony Evers and Rose Fernandez are described as polar opposites. Those reports here this week on "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web and by the animal dental center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with a vision for Wisconsin's public schools. In less than two weeks voters will elect a new state school superintendent. Both Rose Fernandez and Tony Evers say they want what's best for our students but have very different ideas. Tonight "In Wisconsin" reporter Frederica Freyberg puts both candidates to the test. 

Tony Evers:

I've worked in and for the schools for the past 34 years. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The last eight years of which candidate Tony Evers of Madison has been deputy superintendent of Wisconsin schools. 

Rose Fernandez:

I come at the post with a different kind of experience. I put children first my entire life. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Candidate Rose Fernandez of Mukwonago comes to the race having been a pediatric trauma nurse and virtual schools advocate. They’re described as polar opposites on the issues. On the teachers union. 

Rose Fernandez:

The union has had undo influence on policy at the department of public instruction for years now. We have to remove that influence in order to get at the real answers. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Fernandez says she'd like to make it easier for administrators to fire mediocre teachers. Evers is endorsed by the teacher's union. 

Tony Evers:

Not only do I have 34 years of experience, but I think it's great to have 98,000 teachers that are doing the hard work in school supporting me. 

Frederica Freyberg:

On the matter of teacher salary limits known as the qualified economic offer, or QEO. 

Tony Evers:

It's patently unfair. There is no other group of people that are singled out to ensure that wage controls are in place. Wisconsin has a proud tradition of collective bargaining. 

Rose Fernandez:

I support retention of it. I think we have to have means to support our taxpayers especially during these challenging times but I think we have opportunities to use the funds of the QEO to put things like merit pay in place. 

Woman:

We're going to be focusing on the five Ws. 

Frederica Freyberg:

As for class sides, Tony Evers believes fewer students in a class make for better learning. Fernandez doesn't believe that's always true. And says it might cost too much. Fernandez really comes out swinging on the issue of Milwaukee public schools. 

Rose Fernandez:

It is a deplorable situation that the department of public instruction has tolerated for way too long and the time has come and gone for that problem to be addressed. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Fernandez has a plan that would get rid of the Milwaukee school board in favor of a board appointed by the city, county and DPI. Evers agrees more needs to be done and fast and says he would seek legislative authority to withhold funding for MPS if the district does not meet certain standards. 

Tony Evers:

One of the most important things is to make that instruction is consistent across the district. With the high mobility rate of children we can't have third graders going to three or four different schools in a year and then essentially having to start over every time. It puts them behind forever. 

Jim Doyle:

My budget sees education as our most important function. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Governor Jim Doyle’s state budget calls for stricter rules for Milwaukee's choice schools, private schools in the city paid for by public tax dollars. The governor's recommendations include requiring choice schools to have academic standards, give standardized tests and make sure all teachers have a bachelor's degree. 

Rose Fernandez:

That's an old fight. The opponents of the Milwaukee parental choice program have always wanted to put restrictions on the program and have called for accountability. They use the word “accountability” all the time. My point on that is that parents choose those schools based on the measures that are valuable to them. 

Tony Evers:

Considering it's a $100 million program and it receives a fair amount of public money and there are 20,000 kids in the program almost, I think we should have some expectations about levels of teacher qualifications. Make sure that the operations are fully transparent. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Wisconsin schools and education programs are expected to get some $800 million in federal stimulus money over the next three years. 

Tony Evers:

It is an absolute historic moment in public education in Wisconsin. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Whereas Tony Evers calls the funds a tremendous opportunity to pump more money into smaller class sizes and academics and counseling. His challenger calls the one-time windfall of federal dollars a potential pitfall. 

Rose Fernandez:

They may be a band-aid for this period of time and we may have a couple years of being able to do things that we feared we wouldn't be able to. But when those funds are gone, those tough choices are still going to be there and they will be even tougher then. 

Frederica Freyberg:

For all the tough choices facing Wisconsin schools, Wisconsin voters seemingly have a clear choice. An insider with an eye toward kinder and gentler. 

Tony Evers:

We have left some children behind emotionally and socially and we really do need to kind of reemphasize that. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Or an outsider...

Rose Fernandez:

More money is not always the answer. 

Frederica Freyberg:

...lasered in on fiscal focus. 

Patty Loew:

Wisconsin Public Television and Wisconsin Public Radio are joining forces to bring you comprehensive election coverage. You can learn more at wisconsinvote.org. Each candidate for statewide office is offered free unedited time to talk directly to voters. You can watch those candidate statements at wisconsinvote.org. Another statewide election April 7th is for state supreme court. Friday at 7:00 on Wisconsin Public Television, a live “We the People” Wisconsin candidate debate. Shirley Abramson the is incumbent, her challenger Jefferson County judge Randy Koschnick. Give us your questions by calling 253-1158 or go to the “We the People” website at wt people.com and next week right here on "In Wisconsin" we'll profile both candidates and take a closer look at two cases that may define their legal thinking. There is a debate over tough new environmental rules for international ships doing business in Wisconsin ports. The proposal is aimed at getting rid of invasive species that hitch a ride from overseas and are dumped into the great lakes. One catch, no tested and approved technology currently exists that kills the foreign invaders. Even before the new plan of attack, "In Wisconsin" reporter Andy Soth discovered scientists searching for an answer in Superior Harbor. 

Andy Soth:

It's a foggy day in the Duluth/Superior Harbor. That doesn't bother Don Reid. He's a biologist testing a new research facility. This network of tanks and pipes may help scientists and engineers devise new ways to keep invasive species out of the great lakes. 

Don Reid:

The impacts that any one of these species can have on the ecology of the Great Lakes and the surrounding area can be devastating. 

Andy Soth:

Devastation by invasives like zebra mussels. 

Mary Balcer:

When the zebra mussels came into the system there were no natural predators, a lot of food available, so it began to compete with the native species, crowd them out, change the habitat.

Andy Soth:

They have likely entered the great lakes in the ballast water of ships traveling internationally. Taking on ballast is a necessary way to manage a large ship's water level at sea. 

Mary Balcer:

Whenever ships go back and forth they need to have some system of ballast in them to help when they're not carrying cargo. The big goal is to find some way they can do this process safely. 

Andy Soth:

That's the big goal of the new facility. It is essentially a ship's ballast system put on land. 

Matt Teneyck:

This facility is designed to mimic the plumbing and the piping on seaway-size cargo vessels. The pumps that we have are very similar to the seaway cargo vessels and the distance the water travels is similar to that also. 

Andy Soth:

The idea is to give researchers and companies who are developing methods to eliminate invasives in ballast water a realistic simulation of ships’ conditions. 

Mary Balcer:

Sometimes a test in a laboratory might show a system has potential for being effective but when you take it to the real world we find out that it doesn't work quite as well. 

Andy Soth:

In laboratories a number of approaches have been explored. Methods such as filtering ballast water to get invasives out. Destroying them with ultraviolet light and using chemicals to kill them. The new facility will be a proving ground for researchers to come in and perform large-scale tests to determine if those methods are safe and effective. 

Don Reid:

When a treatment system arrives for installation to be tested this section of pipe that you see here would be removed and the treatment system arriving on a pallet or some kind of structure as a base would be put right in this spot. 

Andy Soth:

Source water for testing potential treatments will be taken right out of Lake Superior. 

Mary Balcer:

In the harbor we have a variety of organisms. Not all the same species you would find in a fault system but organisms of the same types. Relatives or same classification of organisms. And these organisms would behave similarly. So if you find a chemical that will kill one type of them it will have the potential to kill the same type of organism elsewhere. 

Andy Soth:

Before any system is brought in for trial the facility scientists need to establish a baseline of how many living organisms are in untreated water. A successful treatment would kill nearly all of them. 

Mary Balcer:

And so we will be looking for that needle in the hay stack of a live organism. 

Andy Soth:

It is the system is proved effective at the facility, the next step is to try it on an actual ship. The same sort of rigorous testing needs to be done so the laboratory will hit the road, following ships from port to port. 

Man:

Our mobile lab is designed to meet those vessels at their ports of call and we can do the sampling there and work on our samples right on site. 

Andy Soth:

The custom RV is plastered like a race car with sponsor decals. Universities, government groups and shipping interests have come together under the Great Ships Initiative to find a technological solution to invasive species. The work involved will be long and painstaking but the rewards could be great. 

Don Reid:

The sooner we can slow or hopefully even stop that influx of alien organisms, the better off the Great Lakes will be. 

Patty Loew:

Under Wisconsin's new shipping rules, all ocean-going vessels would be required to cleanse ballast water at 100 times higher than the international standard. The state would earn $420,000 a year on permits. Right now it spends $200 million a year to combat the problem of invasive species. The DNR is accepting feedback on the plan through the end of march. In our next report, Frank Lloyd Wright's vision for America gets a face-lift. He designed dream homes for wealthy clients but did you know Wright also created plans for more modest neighborhoods? "In Wisconsin" reporter Liz Koerner shows you one street being transformed back to the way Wright had originally intended in Milwaukee. 

Liz Koerner:

Mike Lilek has his work cut out for him. He's heading up a house restoration project on the south side of Milwaukee. 

Mike Lilek:

How is it going? 

Liz Koerner:

It's not just any house. It was designed by a man he deeply admires. 

Mike Lilek:

Frank Lloyd Wright has been a life long passion going all the way back to high school. 

Mike Lilek:

We're going to redo the foundation wall that supports. 

Liz Koerner:

He's a member of a group called the Frank Lloyd Wright Wisconsin Heritage tourism program. The group bought this house built in 1916 because it's one-of-a-kind. 

Mike Lilek:

This is the only Model B-1 of the American system-built homes that was ever built. 

Liz Koerner:

The American system-built homes was Wright's way of designing houses that were affordable for the working class. 

Mike Lilek:

One of the ways to do that was to go into the factory and cut all of the lumber. You have less waste. You have less on-site skilled labor and ultimately you can build a building a little faster and more efficiently. 

Liz Koerner:

Wright was so committed to creating low-cost housing he made more than 900 drawings available to builders for the American system-built home project. His designs were less costly to build but they didn't scrimp on features that made the houses seem luxurious. 

Jack Holzhueter:

He believed that everybody should have the opportunity to live in a beautiful place that would enhance their lives. 

Liz Koerner:

One example of enhancement in this economical house is the fireplace. 

Jack Holzhueter:

The fireplaces give you a sense of luxury and coziness that you don't otherwise find in most compact spaces. 

Liz Koerner:

Wright also found ways to make these small houses feel larger. One idea, a central atrium with windows at the top of the wall. 

Jack Holzhueter:

It's a very, very clever use of light. 

Liz Koerner:

Before starting the restoration, Lilek and the group did a great deal of research. 

Mike Lilek:

We can tell in this particular room there are eight finishes applied over 90 or so years of the house starting with this color and progressing on. You can kind of see in the 50s we went to a green and a yellow and so on, so forth. This little hole is different. In this case we dug out some plaster itself and sent it to a lab for analysis so when it comes time to fix the cracks we know what materials to use. 

Liz Koerner:

The hands-on work started on the exterior turning back the clock in a number of ways, like removing a porch that wasn't in the original design. Earlier they removed the water-damaged roof. They also removed the asbestos laden stucco exterior which had to be done inside the protection of a plastic shell. The stucco had other problems due to poor design. 

Mike Lilek:

The original stucco was only 1/4 inch thick and stucco moves, breathes, lives, cracks and it just failed. Parts of it fell away. Got worn down. It just didn't work. 

Liz Koerner:

They're planning to reapply stucco but make it more weatherproof. They're also planning to recreate the original look of this exterior. It is called a pebble dash finish. 

Mike Lilek:

Into the stucco that was adhering to the wood lathe you have these pebbles that were pushed in. The pebbles are made out of quartzite and white quartz. 

Liz Koerner:

As you might imagine, the to-do list is quite long and the cost of the project reflects it. 

Mike Lilek:

Well, the original home cost $3,500 to build. And today the restoration project is pegged at $411,000 for the exterior alone. It is pretty pricey. 

Liz Koerner:

Once the exterior is completed, Lilek and his team will tackle the interior and open the house to the public, offering informational tours about Frank Lloyd Wright and his American system-built home. Mike Lilek is looking forward to opening today. 

Mike Lilek:

It's tough because I do have a real job. This is all volunteer work but it's a passion and I think what we can give back to the community and people that come here to visit the home down the road is well worth it. 

Patty Loew:

They hope to complete the restoration by October and open it to the public. Lilek knows of only 13 system-built homes in the entire country. Six are in this Milwaukee neighborhood. The Wisconsin Heritage tourism program has purchased three with hopes their project will be a catalyst to preserve all six buildings. One is a former duplex the owner has lovingly restored and she agreed the take us on her personal tour. 

Jill Arena:

Hello. I'm Jill Arena. Welcome to my home. Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1915-16 here on the south side of Milwaukee. Come in for a tour. 

Patty Loew:

You can see it by going to our website wpt.org/inWisconsin. 2009 marks the 50th anniversary of Wright's death. In his honor, New York's Guggenheim Museum, which he designed, is staging a major Frank Lloyd Wright retrospective this summer. As winter gives way to spring in the northwoods, we track some stunning creatures described as the ghosts of the forest. "In Wisconsin” reporter Jo Garrett gives you a rare look at the elusive white deer herd near Boulder Junction. 

Man:

Visually they're so unusual and so startling. 

Man:

It looks like a ghost at times just kind of drifting through the woods. 

Jo Garrett:

Jeff Richter is a nature photographer based in Mercer. Some ten years ago Richter took his camera and went to track down a mystery. Local stories of a band of white deer near Boulder Junction. He saw a flash of white. 

Jeff Richter:

And so I stopped and got out of the car and had my cameras with me so I eased over there and all of a sudden the deer popped its head up and I looked eye-to-eye with this white deer and was instantly hooked by them. 

Jo Garrett:

So began a decade-long quest that has resulted in Richter's recent book, White Deer. 

Man:

My headlights flash onto a white doe standing by the road. We were going slow anyway but the brakes are on and it's the intake of breath and oh my God, a white deer. 

Jo Garrett:

John Bates of Manitowish is a well-known northwoods naturalist and  the author of the text of Richter's book. It was his job to research the science and history of these deer in Wisconsin. He discovered that they seem to have been here for ages. They are the subject of Native American legends and they're mentioned in the journals of European explorers. 

John Bates:

There is a pocket here in Manitowish Waters area, around Boulder Junction. There have been individuals seen all around the state. But there seems to be an unusual concentration here in north central Wisconsin. Why? I have absolutely no idea. 

Jo Garrett:

Why the white deer came to flourish in these places no one knows but there are at least two reasons why they're thriving now. 

John Bates:

Local people protect these deer and feed these deer. We have laws now that prevent people, at least, cost you dearly if you wish to shoot one in Wisconsin, you'll pay. 

Jo Garrett:

They're protected by state law and cherished by the local communities. And yes, they really are albino. Pink eyes are not required according to Bates' research. 

John Bates:

I was always told that albino deer had to have pink eyes. I contacted a professor of genetic studies at the University of Minnesota who tried his best to educate me. The bottom line, he said there are many forms of albinism and pink eyes are a strong likelihood but not a necessity. 

Jo Garrett:

So what will you see in Wisconsin's white deer? 

John Bates:

Pink ears, they'll have -- their noses will be pink and the eye of an albino deer will be either pink or light blue or light gray. They almost look like eyes of a goat. Very different looking so you would have this brilliant white animal with these pink characteristics, ears, nose and hooves. 

Jo Garrett:

How many of these white deer do we have in Wisconsin? 

John Bates:

Well, if we ran the numbers we have 1.5 million more or less deer, and if we have one in 20,000 chance of having albinos, 20,000  into 1.5 million. Where is my calculator? I don't know. It's not a very big number. 

Jo Garrett:

That rough number, that roll of the genetic dice, doesn't say how many animals will actually survive. Bates, the naturalist, speculates.

John Bates:

Certainly in the summer they'll be far more obvious to a natural predator but in the winter, which five months out of the year up here, they would have the advantage. Five months versus seven months. Maybe it's a tradeoff. 

Jo Garrett:

You can see that roll of the genetic dice played out in individual families. 

Jeff Richter:

I've seen albino does with albino and brown fawns, and brown does with albino and brown fawns as well, so they can have both and they seem to, you know, not be ostracized from the other deer. At times they seem to be the dominant animal and other times they seem to be a more submissive animal. They just seem to be regular deer as far as the deer are concerned. 

Jo Garrett:

Regular in behavior. Remarkable in appearance. 

Jeff Richter:

We actually have had a couple stores where clerks overheard people had picked up the book and looking at it and said boy, this is really neat. If only they were real. 

Jo Garrett:

Oh, they're real all right. 

Jeff Richter:

They just at times look kind of funny out there, honestly, particularly like summertime where they're sort of sneaking around in the woods and cripes, you can see them 100 yards away. They stick out like a sore thumb and they're doing their usual deer sneaking. It is kind of -- you chuckle to yourself. But there is something, just a little different about them and special about them. 

Patty Loew:

Photographer Jeff Richter's pictures and stories are contained in his book White Deer: Ghosts of the Forest. Now here is a look at some of the stories our reporters are working on for the next edition of "In Wisconsin." 

Liz Koerner:

This is Liz Koerner. It may not look like it, but this beehive is a natural pharmacy and what is being dispensed may help millions who suffer crippling side effects caused by diabetes. 

Woman:

I feel very confident in using supermarket honey for patients. 

Liz Koerner:

A new study might prove there are healing powers in honey. 

Jo Garrett:

This is Jo Garrett. It's that time of year ago. It's the call of the wild. And time for the counting of the cranes. 

Man:

Once you hear the call of the sandhill crane it is in your blood. 

Jo Garrett:

This bird nearly disappeared from the Wisconsin landscape back in the 1930s. Now a closer look at how their numbers are soaring. 

Art Hackett:

And I'm Art Hackett. There is a statewide election for Wisconsin supreme court April 7th. 

Man:

I am a judicial conservative. 

Woman:

I apply the law to the facts in each case. 

Art Hackett:

A clash of ideas between two judges who want your vote. 

Patty Loew:

Join us for those reports next thursday at 7:00 on "In Wisconsin." 

Patty Loew:

Finally this week spring rains are washing away winter and summer can't be far behind. So we leave you with this picturesque view of Trout Lake in Vilas County where the ice will give way to the sound of kids splashing in our northern lakes. Have a great week “In Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web and by the animal dental center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

