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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week continuing coverage on the Wisconsin National Guard deployment as this sergeant and soldier, father and son, prepare for a mission to Iraq.  

Victor Wozniak:

I'm not going to say I'm nervous. I'm a little anxious.  

Patty Loew:

And Wisconsin's premier cross country ski race, the American Birkebeiner in Sawyer County. It's where some Olympic hopefuls are training to get an edge. Plus a 16-year-old musical marvel from Madison. You'll meet Ansel Norris this week "in Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion annuals.  

Patty Loew:

We begin with the largest deployment of Wisconsin National Guard troops since World War II.  

Patty Loew:

This is Tuesday's sendoff ceremony in Madison for the 32nd brigade combat team. It includes 3200 soldiers from across the state. The brigade made a real name for itself in two world wars as part of Wisconsin's famed Red Arrow Division. This time, it's headed to Texas for training and then Iraq for active duty as a security force.  

Don Dunbar:

These soldiers volunteered, they put on a uniform, they endured the rigor of hard training. And they stand up and they say, I'll go. And that burden has always been disproportionate. But I'll tell you, as long as we have men and women like these, this nation need not fear anything.

Patty Loew:

This historic nature of this deployment is not lost on members of the 32nd. In Wisconsin reporter Frederica Freyberg introduces you to two soldiers from New Richmond who volunteered to go so they could experience the 12 month mission together.  

Bruce Wozniak:

Very good group of guys, very close.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Sergeant Bruce Wozniak shares photos of his mission to Iraq with his son Victor. But very soon they'll be sharing the real thing.  

Victor Wozniak:

I'd rather be going with my dad than somebody else.  

Frederica Freyberg:

What young soldier wouldn't? Dad, otherwise known as Sergeant Wozniak, already has one Iraq mission under his belt. Earlier in his career he was also in the army's special forces. This is Sergeant Wozniak training the platoon in Florida in January.  

Victor Wozniak:

He helps push me harder because he wants me to be the best I can and doesn't like me to slack off. I hear about it a lot later.  

Frederica Freyberg:

For such a tough guy, Bruce busts a big smile when considering his 21-year-old.  

Bruce Wozniak:

I'm very proud of him. He did not have to go. He's in college. He did not have to go.  

Frederica Freyberg:

At home, Victor is a junior at UW-River Falls but is on leave from school to deploy with the 32nd. He could have waited but wanted to go with this storied brigade.  

Army Film:

32nd has more combat hours in World War II than any other american position.  

Frederica Freyberg:

And his father who also volunteered to return because of his son's desire to serve. For his part, even at home, Bruce doesn't spend much time out of uniform because Sergeant Wozniak is State Trooper Wozniak. Trooper Wozniak says in some ways he feels like it's more dangerous driving Wisconsin interstates as a trooper than driving convoys in Iraq as a soldier.  

Bruce Wozniak:

I got so used to having somebody in here all the time that to get in alone with nobody in the car was quite a shock to be alone after being with someone after eight months, having a driver and a gunner. A few years back I got hit on I-94 and it hurt a lot more than getting hit by an IED.  

Frederica Freyberg:

His run-in with the improvised explosive device in Iraq caused minor injuries. He has the greatest confidence in the mission and its commanders.  

Bruce Wozniak:

I think we know what we're doing. I think we got good equipment, good leadership. I've been very impressed.  

Frederica Freyberg:

And so, father and son, sergeant and soldier, will soon deploy to Iraq together. The younger, not knowing just what to expect.  

Victor Wozniak:

I'm not going to say I'm nervous. I'm a little anxious.  

Frederica Freyberg:

The elder primed by experience and the last mission.  

Bruce Wozniak:

Everybody we took over, we brought back, so it we want very, very well. And we expect the same this time.  

Frederica Freyberg:

And of course, father and son will most especially have each other's back. 

Patty Loew:

The Red Arrow Division is a predecessor to the 32nd brigade combat team. It is legendary in Wisconsin after winning decisive battles in World War I and World War II.  

Scott Van Zeeland:

Red Arrow has a rich history in the state of Wisconsin and so we have a highway named after it.  

Patty Loew:

For a closer look at the history of the Red Arrow Division, go to our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin. You'll find a report by Art Hackett explaining how the division came to be and why this group of Wisconsin soldiers caught the attention of General Douglas Macarthur. Just go to wpt.org/inWisconsin. 

Our next report has ties to this weekend's 36th running of the American Birkebeiner cross country ski race. 9500 skiers from around the world will descend on Sawyer County in northern Wisconsin. For some competitors, the race is only a warmup. Their ambitions are for Olympic glory. "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett shows you why America's next generation of Olympic hopefuls are training full time in Hayward.  

Art Hackett:

For athletes in most Wisconsin schools, winter means basketball. Not in Hayward.  

Diane Tremblay:

There was not one of you who did not put your all into yesterday and I just want you guys to know that.  

Art Hackett:

In Hayward, home of the Birkebeiner, the middle school coach Diane Tremblay congratulates her team's performance in a cross country ski race. Nearly 50 middle and high school students have gathered for practice at a Sawyer County park. Hayward is where skiers start young.  

Diane Tremblay:

Probably as young as three.  

Art Hackett:

They're called Nordic kids.  

Suzanne Vortanz:

It's fun. It’s fun to do with your friends.

Art Hackett:

Cross country skiiing is growing at the high school level. Hayward's high school coach, Bill Pierce, says more than 20 Wisconsin schools have teams. Around 400 students competed in the 2006 state championships. Matt and Suzanne ski well past dusk on the lighted trails but they’ve already will logged many kilometers this day as members of a junior development team set up in 2000 to create a pipeline of higher levels of the sport.  

Bill Pierce:

The kids especially when they get in at Nordic kids level and into middle school, high school, they have the idea, they know that they can stay in that pipeline and have progression through it every year and know that there's, you know, a goal at the end and then they have to step off the ladder somewhere.  

Bill Pierce:

Two things I want you to think about. Hang on right here like you're making a phone call, up high. And then you crunch on it.  

Art Hackett:

The junior development program is intended for students like Suzanne Vortanz and Pierce's son Matt who have goals beyond high school. The junior program is run by the Central Cross Country Ski Association.  

Bill Pierce:

In the junior program and at some level of high school, the idea is to prepare them for the next step in racing and for them, mostly, it's NCA level.  

Art Hackett:

One of the ski associations cofounders says other winter sports have long had programs such as this.  

Scott Wilson:

The better organized that they are, the more of that pyramid or pipeline of development that they have. We've been a little weak on that in the United States for cross country skiing.  

Art Hackett:

In 2006 the association stretched the pipeline a little farther. They created an elite team for skiers who have graduated from college level programs. Kristina Owen and Andre Watt are among its newer members. Andre Watt, who is from Duluth, says dreaming of the Olympics runs in the family. His father skied at Grenoble in 1968.  

Andre Watt:

For me it was always there because my dad was in the Olympics for ski jumping, so I grew up with it around the house and, you know, kind of had those ambitions but probably wasn't until later in high school where I really started training and focusing on those kind of things.  

Art Hackett:

Washington state native Kristina Owen on the other hand, went to Michigan Tech expecting to come out as a mechanical engineer.  

Kristina Owen:

I started to think, you know, this is really fun and I don't think I really want to have like a desk job. I might as well see how far I can take this.  

Brian Fish:

This is one thing you've done like between Yellowstone and Soldier Hollow, just a huge, huge improvement on and that's true weight transferring.  

Art Hackett:

Brian Fish is the former coach at UW-Green Bay. He now is full time coach for the Hayward-based elite team.  

Brian Fish:

Instead of thinking about keeping your body centered and having your skis do the transferring, think about giving your hips.  

Art Hackett:

The elite team was founded to fill a gap.  

Scott Wilson:

The gap was that skiers would go through high school, they would -- the better skiers who continue to ski in college and then when they graduated from college, there was not a support network that allowed them to be full time skiers. Some of them have part time jobs, they're able to make enough money for their personal expenses but we cover all of their racing expenses and training expenses.  

Kristina Owen:

It's everything. I would have to have an engineering job and sit at a desk all day and then try to train after work if it wasn't for CXC.  

Brian Fish:

It's really a full-time commitment. As far as training hours they're doing between 550 to 800 hours of training.  

Art Hackett:

That would be in a year.  

Brian Fish:

But that just means beyond time. There's also the recovery restoration and all of the travel that is entailed so what we do with our athletes is we have every two weeks of every month in the off season we actually have camps together.  

Andre Watt:

In the summer there's a lot of running, a lot of strength, similar to the weight room. Also stuff outside. A lot of roller skiing.  

Andre Watt:

We probably roller ski more than we ski on snow almost, you know. Six months, seven months of the summer and a lot of days on the roller skis.  

Scott Wilson:

We expect to have athletes on the US ski team. Our goal isn’t just to place them on that team. We want to create podium opportunities for the athletes.  

Art Hackett:

He means medaling at the Olympics.  

Scott Wilson:

2010 was the first target. And then 2014 after that.  

Art Hackett:

What are your target dates for making the Olympic team?  

Andre Watt:

Hoping this weekend would be pretty fast racing as long as there's consistent development. You know, we’ve still got 20 years to go.  

Kristina Owen:

Typically, when you're 28, 30, you're at peak performance.  

Andre Watt:

It's really across the board. You've got guys winning world cups at 20 and you've got guys at 35. So you definitely have a long career.  

Art Hackett:

For those further back in the pipeline like Matt and Suzanne, they can take solace in knowing that even if they don't become Olympians, they're really getting in shape.  

Bill Pierce:

Left side, get your nose on top of your skis. There you go. Make them glide.  

Patty Loew:

We have updates now on some of the skiers featured in that report. In the last year, Suzanne Vortanz has taken a break from training with the junior development team but she still races for Hayward high school. 27-year-old Andre Watt and 24-year-old Kristina Owen are still training with the elite cross country ski team. Two of their teammates, Garrott Kuzzy and Caitlin Compton of Minneapolis are with the US ski team in Italy right now, training for the upcoming world championships in the Czech Republic. The 2010 winter Olympic games will be in Vancouver, British Columbia. This year's American Birkebeiner race will have at least one Olympian, Bjorn Daehlie of Norway. He'll be ambassador for multiple sclerosis research. It's also a fundraiser in the fight to cure MS. The man responsible for bringing Bjorn Daehlie to Wisconsin is Fr. Ian Duncan. Frederica Freyberg shows you Duncan's promising stem cell research at the university of Wisconsin. And it brings hope to those who have multiple sclerosis, like the woman you're about to meet from Waunakee. Laura Sowinski fills the school hallways with her high octane energy. To her students she is Ms. Sowinski. Associate principal at Waunakee middle school.  

Laura Sowinski:

I am here doing the job at 7:30 in the morning and head out at 5:00 when the day is done.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Not that the day is done then. Laura Sowinski also has three young children at home. So when doctors diagnosed this super-mom with multiple sclerosis in 2001, it threw her for a loop.  

Laura Sowinski:

My initial reaction was devastation. I thought how can this possibly be me?  

Frederica Freyberg:

It soon became clear this was the new her.  

Laura Sowinski:

Numbness in my legs and tingling, and then difficulties with my vision.  

Frederica Freyberg:

It is the relapsing and remitting type. Unpredictable. This past summer it flared. She had difficulty walking, speaking.  

Laura Sowinski:

It was very scary and it put me in tears. Sometimes it would make me feel as though there was not a whole lot that I could do to help myself.  

Colleen Kalt:

It is a disease where the immune system actually attacks itself and that's when the scars appear on your central nervous system. And when you have scarring on that central nervous system it's like having a break in a wire. The messages from your brain throughout your body get distorted or redirected.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Colleen Kalt of the MS Society says its mission is to end the devastating effects of the disease. Toward that, the society has pumped 15 ½ million dollars into new research, including at the UW- Madison. UW scientists are among four teams across the world working with this grant money to restore function in MS patients. Working to find ways to repair nerve fibers that are damaged by MS. This is of urgent interest everywhere, but especially in this state where there is heightened incident dense of MS. 

Colleen Kalt:

We have, in Wisconsin, one in 500 people in the state have the disease compared to one in 10,000 in Texas.  

Frederica Freyberg:

It's theorized that the genetic predisposition to MS and the lack of vitamin D in sunlight make people in northern climates more susceptible to the disease.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Given the high incidence of MS  in Wisconsin and the corresponding number families hoping and waiting for a cure, it is fitting perhaps that UW is at the forefront of such science. The important parts of that research involve using embryonic stem cells and embryonic stem cell use is controversial. How does the MS Society reconcile this controversy with its members?  

Colleen Kalt:

Those people who want to find research but not this particular type of research have every option to fund the type of research that we want. So less than 3% of our current research budget is used for stem cell research.  

Ian Duncan:

We’re trying to make embryonic stem cells into the type of cell we need for brain repair.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Dr. Ian Duncan and scientists in his lab are developing techniques for cell transplants that could repair and protect the nervous systems of people with MS, nervous systems damaged by the disease.  

Ian Duncan:

My hope, my fervent hope is that the work we're doing right now will translate into clinical therapy and help improve the function of people with MS, that we’ll be able to take the fruits of our labors over the years into creating functional improvement and I think we're close -- of course, the ideas are there. We've done this experimentally in animals. The results are good from our lab and elsewhere. So there's lots of promise.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Duncan says the first phase of human trials could begin in about two years.  

Ian Duncan:

I don't want to offer false hope but I do want to offer some hope and say that we are making progress at a sufficiently great rate.  

Frederica Freyberg:

What kind of promise does his research hold?  

Colleen Kalt:

Hope.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Hope and new pharmaceutical treatments are about all that people with MS have to hold onto for now. 

Laura Sowinski:

If the course of this disease continues to affect me the way it has these last 10 years, it's  hard for me to know how effective I will be as a mother and professional and spouse in the goals that I have in life.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Looking forward to an uncertain future, people like Laura Sowinski hold out for the elusive cure.  

Laura Sowinski:

I do hope there will be a cure for this. I just want to make the best of life and its opportunities.  

Frederica Freyberg:

This educator says while she watches and waits for today's research to bring nuances, she's also pinning her hopes on the next generation of scientists and doctors who she says she passes in the halls every day.  

Laura Sowinski:

Come tell me about your game tonight.  

Patty Loew:

Dr. Ian Duncan was among the panelists at last summer's world stem cell summit here in Madison. Wisconsin is at the epicenter of stem cell research due to UW-Madison's discovery 10 year ago. Just this week, president Barack Obama indicated he would issue an executive order lifting the 8-year-old ban on embryonic stem cell research. Those cells are extracted from human embryos. The Obama administration also supports giving Americans more time to make the move to digital television. Some viewers may have been lost in transition this week as the TV landscape changes forever. For some stations in Wisconsin and across the country, the switch to digital broadcast arrived on February 17. Two weeks ago, congress gave broadcasters an option to delay the mandatory switch-over until June 12. The primary reason, it said millions of Americans aren't ready. If it all seems a bit confusing, it is. To get more information or have your questions answered, just go to our website at wpt.org. Wisconsin public television also offers assistance in English, Spanish and Hmong. Call 1-800-422-9707 to get your digital tv questions answered. Again, the number to call is 1-800-422-9707. These phone numbers can also be found on our website. In our final report, we profile an outstanding young trumpet player who dares to be great. Ansel Norris is a finalist in this year's Bolz Young Artist competition. It features four outstanding Wisconsin high school students. This week, you will meet the 16-year-old trumpet player from Madison.  

Lori Skelton:

Ansel Norris didn't always do what he was told like practice the violin.  

Ansel Norris:

The violin and I, we weren't best friends, I guess you could say.  

Lori Skelton:

And his older brother Alex kept taking lessons but their mom stopped sending Ansel.  

Mrs. Norris:

He didn't want to practice. It wasn't something he enjoyed particularly and didn't want to be bossed around by his mother.  

Lori Skelton:

Then Ansel discovered the trumpet.  

Ansel Norris:

My grandfather was in the navy. It's from I believe 1937. He played trumpet on a navy ship and my dad had this king trumpet and he gave it to me.  

Lori Skelton:

Now Ansel practices a lot and jams with his brother.  

Mrs. Norris:

It's kind of hard to jam when you're -- one of them is on violin ask one is on trumpet but they find ways to do it.  

Ansel Norris:

It's been great to have him around. He's a good friend and he's a great violinist.  

Lori Skelton:

It may have been hard to tell Ansel what to do, but try telling him there's something he can't. Like when he talked to a fellow trumpeter about the piece he's playing in the competition.  

Ansel Norris:

We were talking about this piece, and he was like, look. You can't play it. It's impossible. There's no way. So because he said that, I was like, I'll show you.  

Lori Skelton:

It may be an attitude Ansel got from his mother.  

Mrs. Norris:

I think it's good for people to have passion for something. We happen to have passion for music.  

Lori Skelton:

They've taken that passion and become strong supporters of music in schools, wanting to make sure the opportunities that were there for Ansel will be there for others.  

Mrs. Norris:

When Ansel started at East and started to thrive, it just made me excited. So I really feel it's important to give back.  

Ansel Norris:

She's done an incredible job keeping up with it all. I could not possibly do it.  

Lori Skelton:

Maybe. But never underestimate what Ansel Norris can do.  

Patty Loew:

Good luck, Ansel. That report was produced by Andy Soth and narrated by Wisconsin Public Radio's Lori Skelton. As we mentioned he's competing against three other talented high school students and you can watch them play during the Wisconsin Public Television broadcast called Wisconsin young artists compete, the final forte. The competition will air this Saturday, February 21, at 7:00 and this Sunday night at 9:30. We'll also update you on the winner next Thursday on "In Wisconsin." here's a look at other stories we're working on. A downshift in the economy drives Wisconsin auto dealers out of business.  

Man:

Henry ford's philosophy was having a Ford dealer in every small town in America.  

Patty Loew:

In our continuing "Money Matters" series how that dream disappeared. February is Black History Month but for African-Americans tracing their roots is difficult at best.  

Woman:

The thing that's been really troubling for me is that I cannot get past the 1870 census.  

Patty Loew:

See how Wisconsin's historical society is lending a helping hand. An update on Will Allen, the Milwaukee urban farmer on a mission to provide homegrown food to those on a budget. Those stories next week "in Wisconsin." Gardening season is just around the corner and so is the return of Wisconsin's migrating birds. Our state plays a vital role along the migration route. So on Sunday, March 1, "In Wisconsin" will showcase the great Wisconsin birding and nature trail, to show you the pristine places where birds will thrive. Reporter Jo Garrett premiers on the trail Sunday, March 1, at 7:00. Right here on Wisconsin Public Television. We leave you this week with winter scenes from one of the stops on the great Wisconsin birding and nature trail. This is the University of Wisconsin arboretum. An oasis of more than 1200 acres nestled in the heart of Madison. Have a great week, "in Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
