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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week the largest activation of Wisconsin national guard troops since World War II.  

Tom Doherty:

It was called the hardest worked division on the western front.  

Patty Loew:

Take a closer look at Wisconsin's legendary red arrow division. Plus in our money matters series one fast food giant says hold the cheese, please, as milk producers feel the pinch of plummeting finances on the farm. A Wisconsin high school student who can really tickle the ivories. Meet this sixteen-year-old piano prodigy next on "In Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with the stark realities of how the economic downturn is hitting Wisconsin farm families. If you're lucky enough to still have a job, imagine opening your paycheck and seeing it cut in half. In our continuing money matters series, "In Wisconsin" reporter Frederica Freyberg have hit the skids along with the rest of the economy on "In Wisconsin."  

Frederica Freyberg:

If generations of dairy farmers in the family means the business gets in your blood, then Pat O'Brien has milk running through his veins.  

Pat O’Brien:

This farm was bought in 1898.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Of course, the operation is bigger now. But if he can’t reduce expenses, he could soon be forced the reduce the herd.  

Pat O’Brien:

It's a shock, actually, and I think there is a lot of depression in the Dairyland that it's happened.  

Frederica Freyberg:

What's happened is what's happened everywhere.  

Brian Gould:

Milk prices have done what the overall economy has done. They've really gone into the tank.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Ag economist Brian Gould says milk provides have been cut in half. Farmers' operating costs have not.  

Brian Gould:

We had $20 milk prices and we're talking $10 or $9, within a four or five month period, it’s absolutely incredible.

Pat O’Brien:

I've never seen the milk price plummet like it has recently.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Right now, there is good supply and decreasing demand, highlighted in this graph showing the drop in price for cheese from December to February. 90% of Wisconsin milk goes into cheese.  

Frederica Freyberg:

I would like the McDouble, please.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Take, for example, McDonald's new McDouble cheeseburger from the dollar menu. It's got one slice of cheese instead of two. It reportedly saves the company 6 cents per sandwich and it means mcdonalds is buying 20 million pounds less cheese in a year. A big bite out of demand. At least people are still eating at McDonalds. Sales are strong. But spending at other restaurants is down, as is spending generally.  

Brian Gould:

People are hunkering down, eating out less, maybe going to less expensive types of dairy products, cheeses and things like that trying to save where they can.  

Frederica Freyberg:

And it's not just that. Wisconsin dairy exports have also now taken a hit.  

Brian Gould:

New Zealand and Australia are coming back in terms of their production. In 2007 and 2008 they had a drought. Now they're going gangbusters in terms of increasing their production. So they're getting back their market share that they used to have and it is displacing us.  

Rod Nilsestuen:

We'll get through this.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Agriculture Secretary Rod Nilsestuen says a few years ago California was eating our lunch in dairy production, today because of expansions and investments on Wisconsin farms, we're pulling ahead.  

Rod Nilsestuen:

That isn't going to take away all the pain that is in this recession, certainly, but we're in a lot better position today than we would have been.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Still, Nilsestuen he says in the midst of low prices and overall economic downturn, farm families in increasing numbers are applying for food stamps.  

Rod Nilsestuen:

It's ironic that people producing food can be hungry but that is the reality in some cases.  

Frederica Freyberg:

The secretary says in the farm crisis and recession of the 1980s the state lost an entire generation of farmers and their farms. Pat O'Brien's family held tight.  

Pat O’Brien:

We survived that and I'm hoping that we're going to be able to survive this but it's a challenge.  

Frederica Freyberg:

O'Brien just wishes the domino effect in this economy wasn't so plain.  

Pat O’Brien:

You may buy a double burger but it is not going to be a true double cheeseburger. I'm sorry to see that.  

Patty Loew:

Some economists believe prices are on the rebound and the recent slump is an overcorrection in the market. Low prices have triggered a federal program called the Milk Income Loss Contract. It is expected that Wisconsin dairy producers will be eligible for hundreds of millions of dollars in farm support payments. For more reports in our money matters series go to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin. Leaving jobs and families will be difficult for thousands of Wisconsin National Guard members set to deploy February 17th to Iraq. It's the first time the entire unit has been mobilized since 1961 when the Berlin wall went up. The last time they all participated in a full scale training exercise, 1986- when they returned to West Germany not long before the wall came down. But that doesn't diminish the legendary status of the unit that he merged from the Red Arrow Division in Wisconsin.  

Art Hackett:

As deployment to Iraq approached Wisconsin National Guard members from the 32nd brigade assembled in an armory. The drill floor had the feel of a 1950s era high school gym. The soldiers were surrounded by symbols of their division, a flag, a wooden cutout on the wall, a plaque inscribed with the name the French gave the badger state's guard unit during World War I. The 21 soldiers departing from Madison are members of the headquarter’s 105th Cavalry 3500 other soldiers were boarding buses all across the state. all wear the same shoulder patch with the camouflaged version of the red arrow.  

Scott Van Zeeland:

I know that the red arrow has a rich history in the state of Wisconsin, and to wear the patch and, you know, have a highway named after you it's a big deal. I wear it proudly.  

Art Hackett:

Wisconsin's highway 32 runs from Land o'Lakes to Kenosha. It was named in honor of the division.  

Jeff Hongisto:

32nd brigade has a history in World War I and II.  

Art Hackett:

The lieutenant colonel is the squadron’s executive officer. He and many comrades have already served in iraq.  

Jeff Hongisto:

Our missions over there, people see the red arrow patch and are well aware of the 32nd brigade and what we can do and what we can accomplish.  

Art Hackett:

Why are they famous?  

Jeff Hongisto:

I'd say -- that's a tough question.  

Tom Doherty:

This is what they carried by that time. Standard issue 03 springfield.  

Art Hackett:

Tom Doherty of Madison had the same question, why are they famous? Doherty served in the 32nd from 1978 to 1994. He had heard the legends going all the way back to World War I. The 32nd came into being just before soldiers shipped off to europe.  

Tom Doherty:

18 divisions, I believe, from across the country were called up and they all had to be brought together in an organization and given army designations. They didn't have that stuff. They were simply regiments.  

Army Film:

The 32nd was one of the first National Guard divisions to get into combat. They were the first americans to pierce the Hindenberg line. 

Art Hackett:

Doherty began researching the 32nd division's history and authored numerous article in the Wisconsin Magazine of History.  

Tom Doherty:

It was called the hardest-worked division on the western front. It had the fourth or fifth highest number of dead and wounded, 13,000 total out of the 32nd division.  

Art Hackett:

Doherty says the real fame came from the unit's actions during World War II.  

Army Film:

Buna became three months of jungle hell.  

Art Hackett:

Buna is on the island of New Guinea but Doherty says the accounts of Buna didn't match some of the things he was reading.  

Tom Doherty:

I came across a room full of neat old stuff. Among them were these bound volumes of this magazine I had never heard of before. This is the “Wisconsin National Guard Review”, the periodical that went out to members of the guard throughout the state.  

Art Hackett:

And he began to wonder how the soldiers he saw in the pictures wound up at the tip of the Allies’ spear.  

Army Film:

The Red Arrow Division was to strike the first blow and turn the tide in New Guinea.  

Tom Doherty:

Small, hometown units. Amateurs training amateurs. This is what passed for portable communications in the 1930s.  

Art Hackett:

He says as the invasion of New Guinea loomed, army top brass and the 32nd leadership disagreed on strategy. General Douglas MacArthur felt the Japanese troops were on their last legs and the 32nd could learn on the job.  

Tom Doherty:

It was supposed to be a walk over. The 32nd was sent there not because it was the best equipped and best trained. It was sent there because it wasn't the best trained.  

Art Hackett:

Here is how the 1952 Army file film described the events.  

Army Film:

General MacArthur kept in close touch. He new the costs of taking Buna at all costs.  

Art Hackett:

Buna veteran Claire Ehle served in the 32nd at Buna. He was interviewed in 2002 for Wisconsin World War II stories.  

Claire Ehle:

The only really hard training we had was a 100 mile hike over the Blue Mountains in Queensland.  

Tom Doherty:

They were told by MacArthur and his intelligence lackey that they should only expect a couple hundred Japanese and what, instead, was waiting for them was instead 6,000 Japanese who were veterans of the war in China and Indochina and they were dug into a very complex system of bunkers and trenches. The 32nd didn't have the weapons to reduce defenses like this.  

Claire Ehle:

We didn't have any jungle equipment. We just had regular leather shoes with canvas leggings and heavy canvas fatigues. And we had -- we didn't even have new helmets. We had World War I helmets.  

Art Hackett:

The division's commander, Lieutenant General Edward Harding argued the 32nd needed tanks and howitzers to destroy enemy emplacements.  

Claire Ehle:

We were up against a stone wall and MacArthur did not realize this. He was 140 miles away in Moresby in a hotel.  

Art Hackett:

Told that the 32nd Divison wasn’t fighting, MacArthur replaced Harding. 

Tom Doherty:

He didn't take Buna until he had the material and the manpower that Harding had been asking for all along.  

Art Hackett:

690 members of the 32nd division died at buna. 1700 were wounded. The battle lasted two months.  

Claire Ehle:

MacArthur apologized to the 32nd division. For being so critical, telling them that they couldn't fight. But one officer said the same unit that wouldn't fight at Buna won the victory there.  

Tom Doherty:

Here they are coming to mobilization in Louisiana during the summer of 1941.  

Art Hackett:

The Wisconsin troops deploying for Iraq, all 3500 of them, are known as the 32nd Separate Brigade. They are the successors to the units depicted in a photograph at the Wisconsin Veteran's Museum.  

Tom Doherty:

There was a big maneuver across state Louisiana and Texas.  

Art Hackett:

Today's mission is similar, but today's troops are different.  

Tom Doherty:

The ones who are going for training this Saturday are already much better trained than these guys were because they've all been on active duty. They've all learned their soldier skills and many of them have served in Iraq or Afghanistan already. Likely everyone in that picture was a rookie. Whatever skills he had learned prior to mobilization had been in the local armory from someone kind of like himself.  

Patty Loew:

One of those guys happened to be my grandfather, who was also a member of the Red Arrow Division in a predominantly Native American unit. Next week on "In Wisconsin" continuing coverage on the Wisconsin National Guard deployment as Frederica Freyberg profiles a sergeant and soldier who are father and son as they prepare for their mission together to Iraq. And Wisconsin Public Television is proud to bring you live coverage of the Wisconsin Guard deployment ceremony on Tuesday, February 17th on the Wisconsin channel. You can also watch it streaming live online at wpt.org/wisconsinchannel. And on February 18th we'll re-air the deployment ceremony right here on Wisconsin Public Television's main channel, Wednesday night at 10:00. Our next report is timed to coincide with this weekend’s 12th annual North American great backyard bird count. One bird in particular, the eastern bluebird, has weathered some tough times in Wisconsin, suffering a 90% decline due to habitat loss and competition for resources. For more than a decade Gordon Larson has built bluebird houses and nesting boxes. “In Wisconsin: reporter Jo Garrett spent a summer day with the bluebird man of Blanchardville.  

Gordon Larson:

I build bluebird houses up here. Bluebirds got to be where they were pret' near extinct around here. When I was small when I used to go out and get the cows, you would see bluebirds on every post. That was back in the 40s and early 50s. From then on, they started using steel posts-- years ago they had all wooden posts and they used to make the holes in the wooden post. Anything that was rotted out they would build a nest there, just in a little cavity. They're a very pretty bird. They're really pretty and I love to see them here. I don't know what is in this one here. This is a new house about three weeks ago I put it up here. I've seen bluebirds around here but I don't know if they're nesting here or not. We'll see what we can find out. We'll see what's in there. That's a bluebird nest. Look at there. Three nice eggs. She's still laying. Makes me happy. I have made over 2,700. 2715 this is. Put the right side panel on first. Okay, now we're going to put the left side on. I put them bluebird houses out. The first time I come down here and put one up I had -- I think I had two of them up here and I come down there and there was eight bluebirds trying to fight over the first house. Well, I went and got three more houses and I put like one up there, one there and one up there. The next day they were all filled. Okay, I don't know what's in this one. We'll check it and see. It might be nothing. It's a bluebird. Four eggs, four blue eggs in there. I just redone it and brought it out here a week ago and it's already got bluebirds in it. They like that open area and them beef cows keep it down. They like that. Open area. As much open as you can. They like the open fence line. Something has crushed all the eggs in there. There was five eggs in that one last week. A bluebird can't fight a sparrow off very good. Sparrows are pretty mean. They'll go right in the box and kill the young bluebirds. Many times I went out checking the houses and I found out maybe they'll be fighting over a house or something like that but I just take and stick another one up that they can see and pretty soon the problem is over. They all got a house. That's what really encouraged me to do more. This one could have a sparrow in it because I saw a sparrow fly off the top of the house there. It's a sparrow. I give them away. I don't charge because I want to do something for the community. Now we're ready for the top. It's costly, about $2,000 a year. That is no labor or anything. That's just expense on the truck, material and now they're furnishing the materials. I get calls everyday, some of them want to bring lumber, some of them want to bring screw, and they want me to keep on doing this as long as I can. They'll bring me the supplies if I do it. I'm glad to do it. They'll tell me ever since that I put houses up there, the bluebirds in quantities have just come right back. I think we're in luck. Four nice bluebird eggs in there. Everywhere I go now, they tell me one thing, boy, you sure brought our bluebirds back with all those houses. Just the other day a guy come and got a bunch of houses and he told his buddy up by Dodgeville he put up a bluebird house there. He said, I don't have any bluebirds. He said why don't you take one of these houses that I give him and put it up and two days later he had a bluebird in it. And he was happy. He wanted more. The bluebird man.  

Patty Loew:

More than 4,100 of larson's bird houses now dot the countryside around Blanchardville and he gives them away. The Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin is a non-profit organization dedicated to the bluebird's revival. You can find more information on our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin. We hope you'll join us on Sunday, March 1, for a one-hour "In Wisconsin" special showcasing the great Wisconsin birding and nature trail. Reporter Jo Garrett will premier "On the Trail" Sunday, March 1st at 7:00 on Wisconsin Public Television. Wisconsin Public Television is also working on another special showcasing the talents of four young musicians, one of them is 16-year-old Alice Huang. She’s described as a piano prodigy is a finalist in this year's Bolz Young Artist competition. We introduce you to this energetic Madison West High School student.  

Lori Skelton:

Alice Huang's friends just don't understand.  

Alice Huang:

What are you doing later? I'm busy.  

They always laugh at me when I have to do competitions. They say Alice, you're so busy.  

Lori Skelton:

Alice has been busy with competitions. She has even performed in Overture Hall before, twice. She won Madison Symphony Orchestra's youth concerto competition on piano in seventh grade. The next year she won on violin and is currently a member of the Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra.  

Alice Huang:

Sometimes I'm more tilted toward one, if I have a competition coming up, but I don't have a preference. 

Lori Skelton:

Alice prepared her piano piece for this competition with the help of her aunt.  

Alice Huang:

Just runs and technical passages, that’s mostly where my aunt helps me a lot.  

Lori Skelton:

Alice's aunt, Frances Huang is on the music faculty at a university in Taiwan.  

Alice Huang:

Sometimes I just like I'm not really sure whether it's the right thing to do just because I have my own ideas, but I usually just try her way and it always works.  

Lori Skelton:

It may seem like music is Alice's only interest but she's also an avid athlete. She's played on West High School's tennis team for the last two years. To improve her game, she signed up for a winter training program.  

Alice Huang:

It's a drill session, just where there is a lot of coaches and they teach us different things, different strokes.  

Lori Skelton:

Sports add balance to a schedule that tends to tip toward music.  

Alice Huang:

I like to have a lot of variety. I like to do a lot of other things.  

Lori Skelton:

For Alice, her high school years are about more than music alone.  

Alice Huang:

It's a big part of me but not all of me.

Patty Loew:

What an amazing musician at such a young age. That report on Alice Huang was produced by Liz Koerner and narrated by Lori Skelton. Three other high school students will compete and be featured in a Wisconsin Public Radio and Television broadcast called "Wisconsin Young Artists Compete, the Final Forte." It will air on Wisconsin Public Television February 21st at 7:00. Next Thursday right here on "In Wisconsin" we'll highlight another 16-year-old musical marvel. You'll meet Ansel Norris next week. We leave you this week with a nostalgic winter walk through the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County. Have a great week "in Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
