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Patty Loew:

Welcome to "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew.  This week, a big-stakes battle down on the farm.  

Melissa Williams:

8500 cows?  That's to me an industry, not farming.  

Patty Loew:

What's the environmental impact of the largest proposed dairy herd in Wisconsin history?  Plus one woman's journey with a life threatening industry, experimental medicine, and an insurance industry holding her future in its hands. And a migration of epic proportions from Janesville to Panama.  Those stories in week "In Wisconsin."  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy‑saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Patty Loew:

We begin this week with the future of farming in Wisconsin.  The average herd in the dairy state is still less than 90 cows.  The largest could grow to 8,500.  For a herd that size, the DNR now requires a full environmental impact statement, just like a major power plant or highway project.  "In Wisconsin" reporter Art Hackett takes you to Fond Du Lac County where that farm policy is being put to the test in the town of Rosendale.  

Art Hackett:

The Rosendale Dairy in Fond Du Lac County is so big you can hardly see it.  The barns stretch across the frozen horizon, almost beyond the field of vision.  Inside, a startup herd rides a merry‑go‑round to be  milked.  After an eight-minute rotation, the milk is dropped off and the cows return to their stalls to lounge and eat silage on a bed of sand.  

Art Hackett:

The Rosendale dairy currently milks about 700 cows.  That would be large by Wisconsin standards.  But it's nothing compared to the future.  That could involve as many as 8,500 cows, ten times as many.  The explanation for the current size of the herd is simple.  It's just below the limit where Wisconsin's Department of Natural Resources imposes stricter regulations.  Phase one would increase the herd to 4,000 cows, phase two would add 4,500 more.  

Jim Ostrom:

When my grandfather was 19, there was 150,000 dairyman.  Today there are 14,000 dairyman.  That being said about the same amount of milk is being produced.  There has been a natural consolidation.  

Art Hackett:

More cows means more manure.  Ostrom sees that as a good thing.  

Jim Ostrom:

Some of Wisconsin's best crop farmers are here.  In a 10‑mile radius there are 100,000 tillable acres in corn and soybeans.  Cows love corn and alfalfa and the crop farmers in the area will benefit from the nutrients that can be delivered back in the form of manure.  

Art Hackett:

He's so proud of his farm's manure-handling capabilities he wanted to show us a manure separation system that will process the waste so it will be more valuable to farmers.  

Jim Ostrom:

What we'll do, it will be a more potent nutrient and the liquid will be applied closer on the fields.  

Art Hackett:

Some of those closer fields are next door to Melissa Williams' home.  

Melissa Williams:

The manure will be spread just beyond those ‑‑ that line of trees there.  

Art Hackett:

Williams, her husband and two children live about two miles from the dairy.  She doesn't see manure as a benefit.  At least not in the quantities generated by 8,500 cows.  

Melissa Williams:

700 cows, 1,000 cows, maybe wouldn't be such a concern but 8,500 cows?  That's to me an industry, not farming.  

Art Hackett:

Elaine and Severn Swanson also live near the dairy.  Elaine says until people started to protest, the DNR hadn't paid attention to the land surrounding the farm.  

Elaine Swanson:

Such as the soils.  The condition of the soils, highly susceptible to contamination because of our shallow groundwater level.  

Art Hackett:

Swanson had the soil data ready when the DNR held a public hearing on the environmental impact statement on the dairy. Never before had the DNR required this level of analysis of a Wisconsin farm.  

Russ Rasmussen:

They want to bring in 4000  animals here.  That is going to generate the manure of a large city.  And so it's a lot of manure.  

Art Hackett:

The hearing in Ripon drew 700 people.  You know how America is divided into red states and blue states in a presidential election year?  Opponents, including Elaine Swanson wore red caps that simply said (no.(  

Elaine Swanson:

For the Swansons, this is land we treasure.  Now this land is being threatened by assault from a factory farm.  

Art Hackett:

The audience was mostly blue pro‑Rosendale Dairy people wearing color-coordinated t‑shirts and caps provided by Rosendale's public relations consultants.  

Mike Larson:

There is more than sufficient land available for the environmentally sound practices of injecting manure and it's not susceptible to run off when it's injected.  

John Young:

It's clear to me the facts provided provide for the opportunity for a couple of awesome families to provide for our welfare in our economy here in the state.  

Art Hackett:

But in questions before the hearing, people wanted to talk to DNR staff about health and welfare, not economic welfare.  The farm(s plan for spreading the manure is supposed the take soil conditions into account.  Yet the DNR's official position borrows a phrase from Ronald Reagan: trust but verify.  

Elizabeth Hainen:

The biggest health risks you have are from bacteria in water.  With that said we are recommending that people sample their well every year for bacteria and nitrates.  We recommend it to any community where people have private wells.  

Art Hackett:

The Swansons are among the people in the area who have private wells.  

Severn Swanson:

The negative effects, the pollution that it causes beyond the needs of the farm are the things that we find, that jump out at you.  The DNR allows pollution to take place, air and water, as long as it doesn't exceed certain limits.  

Patty Loew:

Despite the opposition to the mega-farm project, the developer is moving ahead without waiting for DNR approval.  Next Thursday night right here on "In Wisconsin" we'll take a closer look at how he's betting the family farm this project will get the green light by early March.  You can provide the Wisconsin DNR with written comments on the Rosendale Dairy project until February 4th.  More environmental news: the State Natural Resources Board met this week to embrace an environmental success story more than 100 years in the making.  In the late 1800s, trumpeter swans vanished from the Wisconsin landscape.  Just this week ,the natural resources board voted unanimously to remove the trumpeter swans from the state's endangered species list.  A reintroduction plan started more than 20 years ago has far surpassed anyone's wildest expectations.  Wisconsin is now home to more than 125 breeding pairs.  The trumpeter swan is North America's largest waterfowl and can weigh up to 30 pounds with a wing span of seven feet.  Not to be outdone, the osprey is making a remarkable recovery of its own.  The natural resources board also voted to delist the osprey from threatened species status.  Decimated by insecticides in the 1970s, the osprey has now regained a foothold in Wisconsin with more than 400 nesting pairs.  The populations of both birds will be monitored for the next five years to make sure the numbers remain healthy.  Twice a year in Wisconsin, millions of birds travel through our state from here to there on a migration as old as time.  Critical to their survival: nature's rest stops.  This week reporter Jo Garrett takes you to Panama, the winter home of these tiny avian travelers whose journey begins as the warm weather wanes at the Cook Arboretum in Janesville.  

Andy Paulios:

This is an Eastern (  They have a song that says (drink your tea.(  It's a mnemonic for just about everybody to remember.  

Jo Garrett:

Mnemonic: a device, often a verse or rhyme.  Used to aid memory.  Andy Paulios, like a lot of birders, has a bundle.  

Andy Paulios:

Those are gold finches flying overhead, (chipper chipper, chipper chipper.(  There are birds everywhere and they sing so they're noticeable.  There are lots of animals out here we walk past that you never saw because they don't talk to you.  

Jo Garrett:

Paulios is one of the state's best birders.  He works in bird conservation for Wisconsin's Department of Natural Resources.  And on a day in July he took us to this thick, green woods.  A place where 125 different bird species have been sighted, of some 400 bird species that call Wisconsin home for at least part of the year.  

Andy Paulios:

All three state‑threatened birds are singing right from here.  In the distance over here in the undergrowth you can hear a hooded warbler.  It says (whee de whee de( and behind us is an Acadian fly catcher and he says (pizza.(  In the distance I can hear a cerulean warbler.  Just so you know what the cerulean warbler sounds like.  Those are three of the birds a lot of birders come to see and hear at this spot.  

Jo Garrett:

Where is this spot?  Well, it's called Cook Arboretum and it is no far away, remote forest.  In fact, it's just one mile as the crow flies, or as the black pole warbler flies, from the city of Janesville.  

Andy Paulios:

This time of year I almost bird exclusively by ear.  I take my binoculars because it's a cardinal sin not to have them with you.  I use them very rarely when I'm out.  Once you get good enough with your ear to identify things.  My biggest fear is losing my hearing before probably losing my sight.  

Jo Garrett:

Mid‑summer is a time when some of Wisconsin's birds are still nesting.  

Andy Paulios:

We must be close to a nest there.  She must have a baby out here or something.  

Jo Garrett:

In just a few months, come fall, many of our birds will be gone.  

Andy Paulios:

Probably well over half of the species that nest in Wisconsin spend the winter in the tropics and so they are really only here for three or four months and we think of them as our birds but really they probably spend more time outside of Wisconsin than they do inside of Wisconsin.  

Jo Garrett:

They're migrants.  They come and go.  They're birds like this one.  A golden winged warbler. Every September Wisconsin's golden wings travel the skies, thousands of miles to their wintering grounds in Central and South America.  They end up in places like Panama to the great delight of bird-watchers.  And the locals.  Who, of course, regard our birds like the golden wing as their own.  

Man:

Golden wing warblers.  Okay.  Okay, to the right of the light.  

Woman:

You got him.  

Man:

Frank, you're the man.  

Woman:

Wow.  

Jo Garrett:

A water thrush, perhaps Wisconsin‑born, cruises a rain puddle in Panama in search of insects.  The birds that make these extraordinary journeys to the rain forest and cloud forests of the faraway tropics are called neo‑trops, in birders( language, short for neo‑tropicals.  

Andy Paulios:

Then there are the neo-trops that we(re most familiar with like orioles, warblers and those guys have all evolved to eat insects and so they need to go down to the tropics to get that food.  They go down to Mexico and Central America which is pretty amazing because these birds are only a few ounces in weight and can fit in the palm of your hand but they're traveling thousands of miles every year.  

Jo Garrett:

All that traveling has a cost.  

Andy Paulios:

These birds are losing 30 to 40% of their body weight overnight.  A little 6 ounce or 10 ounce bird might lose two or three ounces overnight in a 300- or 400-mile flight, so it has to find a spot that's safe from predators and also that it can really gorge itself on insects and fruit and build all that fat back up for its next leg of migration. 

Jo Garrett:

Which is where Cook Arboretum comes in.  It(s the largest, uninterrupted block of forest in Rock County.  Great for birds to nest.  Great for birds to refuel.  

Andy Paulios:

This spot is great because it's a nice big block of forest both school forest and the private land.  A good combination of having good habitat to have some really good birds.  

Jo Garrett:

How good?  During our visit there was a significant score.  This little bombshell.  It's a female cerulean warbler and it is a threatened species in our state.  

Andy Paulios:

Not only are they threatened here in Wisconsin, but they're probably one of the most imperiled warblers in North America.  A lot of their habitat has been lost in the eastern U.S., most recently to a lot of mountaintop mining efforts in the Appalachians, and then to make things worse they also winter in the Andes mountains.  It must be on its way to Peru in two weeks here.  It(s a bird that U.S. fish and wildlife service and other groups are worried about.  So it's great that a little school forest like this can play a part.  

Jo Garrett:

Cook arboretum.  It serves as a way station for these little birds on their long journey.  

Andy Paulios:

We have a lot of good research now that shows their populations can be impacted or limited not just about where they live and produce young, but where they stop and refuel during migration.  This is sort of a classic kind of cerulean habitat.  You wouldn(t think of it, but these city parks, urban parks or your backyard on any given day on migration could be really important to a bird.  If you have a little warbler that spends the afternoon in your backyard eating the caterpillars off your tree, to that warbler it might have been a lifesaver. Maybe you allowed it refuel for its next 200-mile flight to Northern Wisconsin.

Jo Garrett:

These tiny travelers need to refuel and they need their rest stops.  Places like cook arboretum.  It(s a critical part of a journey that can cover continents.  The journey back home.  

Patty Loew:

The Cook Arboretum in Rock County is one of the listed way points on  the great Wisconsin birding and nature trail.  To see our previous reports on the trail and to explore more information, go to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin.  And a quick programming note, reporter Jo Garrett is preparing a one‑hour "In Wisconsin" special showcasing the great Wisconsin birding and nature trail.  We hope you'll join us for the premier of "On the Trail" Sunday, March 1st at 7:00, only on Wisconsin Public Television.  In our next report, putting words to paper can be a form of therapy.  For Patty Boehlke, it helped her cope with cancer, as she reflected on places that brought her so much happiness at a time she felt so much pain.  She found help in the form of a patient advocate that helped her work through insurance questions.  Producer Laurie Gorman chronicles the emotional journey of one woman from Baraboo who found her voice in the struggle she faced.

Narrator:

This glen and its path, they(re a likeness to life, as it begs this visitor's upsweeping glance.  No worry to watch my step right now.  I need to risk leaving this trail to chance.  

Laurie Gorman:

Patty Boehlke wrote those words to describe one of her favorite places: Parfrey's Glen near Baraboo, A place she wandered many times. Her own story began to take a different path three years ago.  

Patty Boehlke:

We were just taking something over to Ashley's dorm room and she called me on my cell phone, the doctor did and said we found a three centimeter brain mass on the MRI.  And within about ten minutes we had to go over to Ashley's dorm room and drop off some of the stuff from Menard's.  Had to walk in her dorm room knowing that ‑‑ and I didn't say ‑‑ I couldn't say anything.  I couldn't say a thing because it was her first day at school, at college.  She was just moving in.  So we did everything, got her all set up, loaded her up, moved her in, said goodbye, left and went home and she didn't know anything was going on that day.  It was a tough day.  It was probably the toughest day.  So that was hard.  But, you know, that's the kind of stuff you deal with.  

Laurie Gorman:

She has dealt with a lot since that diagnosis of brain cancer in the fall of 2005 and, as expected, her path was a tough one.  The initial course of treatment included brain surgery and chemotherapy, but the cancer returned within a few months.  

Patty Boehlke:

That was probably one of the scariest was ‑‑ the first time you're thinking oh yeah, I feel good, I can beat this, I'm doing great.  I feel fine.  I'm on treatment.  But then when it comes back that fast and you are thinking (wow, you know, okay.  The first stuff didn't work, now what?(  You know?  And where do you go from here, you know?  I was feeling a little unsure about my current treatment, doctors, what they were suggesting, you know?  And I thought I need to do something different because obviously the first stuff didn't work so we need to look somewhere else.  

Laurie Gorman:

Looking somewhere else for Boehlke meant seeking a second opinion from a specialist outside her own HMO.  Her request was denied.  

Patty Boehlke:

It was totally devastating and we were just like, you know, hands in the air, what do we do now and where do we go?  

Patty Boehlke:

Mapping out how to do the radiation, how to do the surgery.  

Laurie Gorman:

Through the intervention of her surgeon, Boehlke was able to get the needed approval and saw the specialist.  

Patty Boehlke:

We started talking about clinical trials and options, thinking-out-of-the-box kind of options, you know?  And that's, you know, when all of a sudden hope started to enter the picture again.  

Narrator:

A calming breeze just wraps me up as Aspen speak with rustling shine.  I've opened a door to a canvas of God for what seems like a normal trek.  But for me, I feel life changes this time.  

Laurie Gorman:

The drugs from the clinical trial kept the tumors at bay for nearly a year but they returned for a third and then a fourth time.  

Patty Boehlke:

At this point after four surgeries, the neurosurgeon is just not real comfortable going in a fifth time.  Not to say that he wouldn't if I wouldn't have pressed him that way, but we wanted to see about other options.  

Laurie Gorman:

Those other options included stereotactic radiosurgery, a highly precise form of radiation therapy using high focus x‑rays.  This non-invasive outpatient procedure required another referral and for the second time a denial from the HMO.  

Patty Boehlke:

I'll do whatever I need to but, you know, the insurance company has the last say in everything and obviously we don't have a million dollars or $500,000 to pay for a stereotactic radiosurgery.  I've got things growing inside my head and I really don't want to waste a lot of time and we don't really have a lot of time to waste anyway.  We want to get it over with.  

Laurie Gorman:

Once again, Boehlke appealed the denial all from her insurance company while her aggressive cancer progressed.  The approval came through but the process made her angry and discouraged.  

Patty Boehlke:

They could have done it differently, you know?  They could have approved it right away and they could have given me a little bit more peace of mind.  

Laurie Gorman:

Boehlke's battle with the insurance company and her desire to have more of a say in her own healthcare inspired her to share her story.  

Patty Boehlke:

Getting through the end of it and finding out that, you know, I had a voice and I could use that and I knew people that I could go to to help me was real empowering, you know?  It really ‑‑ it made me want to do that even more.  

Laurie Gorman:

Patti Boehlke found her voice not only through her health struggles but through her poetry.  Her poem about Parfrey's Glen was written shortly after her cancer diagnosis.  Patty passed away on December 21st, 2008.

Narrator:

I've chosen life paths that are comfy and safe but now life is unsure because I can't see the summit.  This glen is like life and it anchors my view of the grace I've been given and the blessings from it.

Patty Loew:

Following her death in December, Patty's husband encouraged us to tell her story, to share her poems, to remember her.  We first met Patty last fall as we prepared a series of stories about the Center for Patient Partnerships at the UW‑Madison law school.  It provides advocacy services for people facing chronic or life threatening illness.  You can see our previous reports and additional interviews on our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Again, that's wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Next time on "In Wisconsin," continuing coverage on the mega-farm controversy near the town of Rosendale as one farmer plows forward without waiting for DNR permission.  Before refrigeration, ice carved from Wisconsin lakes was the way to keep the ice box cool.  That era has melted away but the tradition is still very much alive in junction city.  Plus, venture into the video realm of one hi‑tech Wisconsin firm.  

Man:

I'm a video game addict.  It got me in trouble when I was younger.  

Patty Loew:

He turned it into a career.  Those stories next week "In Wisconsin."  Our final story this week is an experiment that started out on a wing and a prayer, literally.  For the eighth year in a row ultralight planes have led endangered whooping cranes like these videotaped at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge to their winter habitat in Florida.  Earlier this week, 14 birds completed the trek of more than 1200 miles.  The young whooping cranes will return to central Wisconsin on their own in the spring and next year migrate back to Florida.  We leave you this week with a closer look at these awe‑inspiring cranes.  Have a great week "In Wisconsin."

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy‑saving ideas on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

