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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, meet a family that received a very special gift to be thankful for, just in time for this holiday season. Find out if these Crawford County farmers were able to bring in a bountiful harvest after getting washed out by June's catastrophic flood waters. And discover how this Madison man found a new path in life after rebounding from some devastating health news. Plus, a cross-country journey through the Manitowoc Two Rivers leg of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, found only here “In Wisconsin.”    

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

This Thanksgiving many of us will put out extra chairs around the table for visiting friends and families. For a few families, though, those chairs will be put out to stay. As part of National Adoption Day, 17 children in Milwaukee found new permanent homes with their adoptive families just in time for Thanksgiving. Reporter Frederica Freyberg introduces us to one young brother and sister who found new meaning in the phrase home for the holidays.   

LaDoiya Wells:

Hi. How are you? Did you have a good sleepy? 

Jordan Wells:

Yeah. 

LaDoiya Wells:

Yeah? Hi. You say hi? 

Frederica Freyberg:

2-year-old Jordan emerges from his crib a happy boy in his new home. His new mom all cuddles and smiles. Jordan wakes up from naptime just as his 4-year-old sister Olivia bounds in from kindergarten. 

Olivia Wells:

And I colored and looked at books. 

Freyberg:

LaDoiya and Brent Wells welcomed the brother and sister into their home, into their family as foster children six months ago. They say they just knew Jordan and Olivia were meant to be with them permanently. 

LaDoiya Wells:

And that feeling just overcomes you. This is okay. This is right. This is the way it's supposed to be. And that's just kind of the way we both felt. When you both feel it at the same time and about the same kids, you just go for it. 

Brent Wells:

So we feared that they were going to have to have a transition, but they started calling us mom and dad the first day. 

Freyberg:

According to the placement agency, the siblings were removed from their biological parents' home and became available for adoption through court order. 

Catherine Swessel:

These are children who came into the public child welfare system because of abuse or neglect and the court reviewed the situation and agreed that the children were not safe. 

Freyberg:

The children lived in a different foster home before they came here. 

LaDoiya Wells:

And I know Olivia especially, she just wanted a mom and dad. You know, she knew that the people they were living with because they were older weren't going to be able to keep them. And she just wanted a mom and dad.

Swessel:

We were all motivated to get them to a permanent living situation. We don't believe it's good for children to be raised in foster care. We don't want to normalize that. We want children to have a normal childhood. 

Brent Wells:

Marcus, did you have a good day at school?  

Olivia Wells:

I had a good day at school. 

Brent Wells:

Well, good. 

LaDoiya Wells:

What did you do? 

Olivia Wells:

I go to centers. 

Freyberg:

And it doesn't get much more normal than after-school snack with brothers and sisters, dad home early from work, mom serving up seconds.   

LaDoiya Wells:

Does daddy want a snack? 

Freyberg:

Olivia and Jordan join two other boys in the Wells family, 3-year-old Eric and 4-year-old Marcus. They adopted both boys as infants. They say all the children have special needs of varying degrees and all have boundless love to give.   

LaDoiya Wells:

There's still an awful lot of kids out there that need homes. And I know that there are a lot of people going internationally and private and such, but we have a lot of kids here that need help, and yeah they are special need, and yeah it is a bigger risk, but they still need homes. 

Freyberg:

In fact, according to numbers from the State Department of Children and Families, there are more than 550 children across Wisconsin removed from their biological parents and awaiting permanent placement and adoption.   [ applause ]   A week before Thanksgiving, the wait was over for 17 children in Milwaukee. They were formally adopted in court proceedings as part of National Adoption Day. 

Judge Mary Triggiano:

My colleagues and I are joining together today with judges across the nation to open our courthouse doors to conduct adoption hearings for children in foster care. 

Freyberg:

Including for the newest members of the Wells Family. 

Deb Carrol:

Good morning. I'm Judge Carroll. We're here today to do Olivia and Jordan's adoption. I am very excited. They are yours and part of your family forever? 

LaDoiya Wells:

Right.

Judge Carroll:

And that’s what you would like to have happen?

LaDoiya Wells:

Absolutely.

Freyberg:

National Adoption Day is designed to not just complete adoptions but raise awareness of the need for families to love and care for the children waiting for permanent placement.   

Swessel:

So when they come home at Thanksgiving, they have a home to go to, a place where people love and care about them, and they will always have that and that's our goal for children, is to not grow up in the child welfare system, but to grow up in a family.

Judge Carroll:

I do believe that Jordan and Olivia are proper subjects of adoption and I will grant the adoption. Congratulations.  [ applause ]   

Freyberg:

Little Olivia even got to put her own imprimatur on her adoption paperwork. The judge, adopted herself, allowing the 4-year-old to make the official stamp.   

Judge Carroll:

Right here. Perfect. 

Freyberg:

Despite the enormity of the legal proceeding, the essence of the day is felt in the hearts and homes of the families who have come together.   

LaDoiya Wells:

It's amazing. I mean, it's a beautiful thing. 

Freyberg:

How happy are you? 

Olivia Wells:

A bunch happy.   

Loew:

A happy ending for the Wells Family. Last year, 282 other children in Milwaukee's child welfare foster system were adopted. Nationwide, 84,000 children in the system are waiting for permanent homes. A helping hand, that's how some describe the Center for Patient Partnerships in Madison. The center's mission is to train grad students to work with people diagnosed with critical illnesses or disease. The students are advocates for their clients, as they encounter obstacles in the often complicated health care system. Producer Laurie Gorman introduces us to a Madison man who never dreamed of the turn his life would take when he received a phone call one day that forever changed his life.

Pete Daly:

It all started with perfectly good health and feeling good and having healthy skin. And so I noticed a bump on my upper left arm, and about an eraser size bump that wasn't going away, was starting to scab over and was worrisome. 

Laurie Gorman:

That worrisome bump eventually led Pete Daly to a dermatologist. It wasn't long before he had a diagnosis. 

Daly:

A few days later actually on my birthday I got a call at home in the evening coming home to an empty house with the message from my dermatology resident saying the “C” word.  I had cancer and this is what I had to start dealing with.

Gorman:

What Daly had to start dealing with was stage-3 melanoma, skin cancer that had spread to his lymph nodes and would later travel to his brain.

Daly:

I was an engineer, an electrical engineer, doing consulting throughout the country, and If you asked me the day before my diagnosis could I ever see doing anything else, I would have said no. I loved that, was totally engrossed in it. But as soon as I got my diagnosis, I knew the world had changed and the center became part of that change.   

Gorman:

The center Daly refers to is the Center for Patient Partnerships at the University of Wisconsin. Here, patients with life-threatening or serious chronic illness are paired with grad students from the schools of law, medicine, nursing and pharmacy. They receive free health advocacy services while students get firsthand experience dealing with the medical system.   

Daly:

Felt like I was entering the medical system sort of in generally good hands, that they would take care of me and that steering the course wasn't part of what I should be doing. I should be sitting back waiting for the system to deliver the care. And in the early parts of my journey, I got that message, that it was going to be quite different, that I had to really, you know, begin the journey, begin in earnest, and stick up for myself, stick up for my health and expect the best, but not expect that it would happen just passively on my behalf, that I was an active ingredient to make that happen.   

Gorman:

For Daly, being an active ingredient meant undergoing biopsies, surgeries, scans and pursuing clinical trials at the National Institutes of Health in Washington D.C.  While he focused on his health, his student advocate was making sense of the mounting medical bills and insurance coverage. As his health stabilized and his cancer eventually went into remission, Daly began to return to his activities in the community. He also went back to the Center for Patient Partnership and approached the Director, Meg Gaines, in search of a way to give back. 

Daly:

She said, well, how about helping other patients. At first I said well what do I have to offer? I just have my own experience, and I'm an engineer. I'm not a lawyer. I'm not a doctor. I'm not a provider here. But she said, well, you've had the best schooling of all, the school of hard knocks going through it yourself. Come on in here and we'll get together on some cases, find you some students to work with and see where it goes from there. Almost immediately, within days, I knew it was something I wanted to do.   

Gorman:

In addition to working with students and clients, Daly began to lead regular gatherings of a melanoma survivors group. 

Meg Gaines:

It just made sense and Pete became this kind of magnet for people diagnosed with melanoma and then diagnosed with other cancers because people in the community knew him. He's a very community participatory sort of guy. He began to bring clients in with him. It just naturally came that he would be an advocate with us. Every person up and down Monroe Street knows him, speaks to him. He crosses everybody, whether it's a grown man in a three-piece suit and fancy Italian shoes or little kids or whomever, and if cancer tees up a ball for you, Pete’s hit it as hard and as far and as long as you could ever imagine hitting this ball.

Daly:

I have one patient and his family that continually said, you know, when I would ask, what should I bring to our meeting, they would say bring some hope. You know. And I would kid them that I'd bring two buckets full of hope for the meeting. And we faced a lot of difficult situations, a lot of really tough diseases, and you got to think what do I have to offer here? What difference can I truly make? But I think through having a little bit more experience of having seen patients really change their lives in dramatic ways, having students really take a different direction in their careers, I began to have some hope and some confidence that there's a difference being made here.   

Loew:

You can head to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin for more information about the center for patient partnerships for more information about the Center for Patient Partnerships. Once there, you can also watch a story featuring a woman who has undergone a series of brain surgeries. 

Patient:

The options that we had gotten with the treatment obviously weren't working, so I really felt like it was -- you know, we were heading down the wrong road and I wasn't going to make it.   

Loew:

Find out how the advocates at the center have helped her. Again, you can watch that entire report on our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin. Chances are, many of us ate too much on Thanksgiving Day, and chances are some of the vegetables that were on our plates came from farms in the southwestern corner of our state. The soil along the Kickapoo River in Vernon and Crawford Counties is especially rich, mainly because it's been built up by floods throughout the centuries. In the last two years alone, Kickapoo Valley farmers have been hit by two major floods. Reporter Art Hackett has followed the struggle of area farmers as they fought back against the forces of nature. Art recently checked back in with them at the end of the harvest season.   

Art Hackett:

These are the fall colors at farmers markets such as this one around the Capitol Square in Madison. Red peppers, yellow squash and green, lots of green. The tables at the stands run by Driftless Organics and Harmony Valley Farm were full. Buyers were there early to snap up some of the last fresh produce before the first killing frost.  

Noah Engel:

Delicious still. You're right. Awesome. 

Consumer:

Thank you. 

Hackett:

If you surveyed the bounty spread before you and took into account what farmers like Noah Engel and Richard DeWilde have been through over the past year, one question might come to mind. Who would have believed? A little more than a year ago, things were going from bad, more than a foot of rain in a weekend ripping through creek bottoms, to worse, standing flood water that just wouldn't leave.   

Richard DeWilde:

It's much worse because a week ago we thought some things would -- the water would drain off and they'd recover. Rain for another week or more after that and more things rotted. 

Mike Lind:

I've been telling people -- and correct me if I'm wrong, you guys, but about 65% to 70% of the crops we had in the ground were lost. 

Hackett:

But Mike Lind, one of the partners in Driftless Organics, said they would persevere.   

Lind:

We're pretty young still, we’re not yet disgruntled enough to give up. 

Hackett:

They did not give up. By this last spring, Driftless Organics was planting the first crop of squash. 

Josh Engel:

We have been getting quite a bit of rain this spring, but we're able to make things work, so that's a nice feeling. 

Hackett:

At Harmony Valley, workers were harvesting the first crop of spinach. Richard DeWilde also took note of the fact that the Kickapoo Valley was still really wet.

DeWilde:

See that little swamp there, just running out of here, you know? So that is a little disturbing. 

Hackett:

Even more disturbing was what happened just a few weeks later in early June. Two days of downpours hit all of southern Wisconsin. The cucumbers workers planted at Driftless Organics just a month before were wiped out. 

Josh Engel:

It's right when we were ramping up to start all our -- it was four or five days before our first CSA box was supposed to go out. So it was a little disheartening to see all our CSA crops go down like that. 

Hackett:

The CSA boxes, the letters stand for Community-Supported Agriculture, go to customers who pay in advance for produce to spot growers their operating capital for the season. 

Josh Engel:

Financially we're still not recovered from last year to a point where we'd like to be to be comfortable with...

Hackett:

But unlike 2007 when the rains came, when it was too late to replant many crops, the early June floods left time to recover. Six months after the flood, it's hard to tell anything was ever out of the ordinary here. The fields have been plowed back into place. They wound up producing an above average fall crop.   

DeWilde:

Used the bulldozer to fill it in and put some compost on it and worked it up and I was surprised how well things grew. I was afraid the soil was compacted, messed up, you know? Soil's pretty resilient, I guess. 

Hackett:

As the 2008 growing season ends, Richard DeWilde is using the bulldozer to clear box elder trees from a ditch to improve drainage on a new field added to Harmony Valley Farm. Composted manure, steaming in near freezing temperatures is being spread on a nearby field of kohlrabi. Something happened at the Kickapoo Valley that hadn't happened for the past 12 months. The farmers got lucky with the weather. 

Noah Engel:

We for the most part got rains when we needed them. The weather stayed moderate. 

DeWil:

We were able to work around the weather and get things planted on time and cultivated and they grew beautifully. We didn't have a really killing frost until late October. We were picking tomatoes, peppers, you know, until almost the end of October. All of our broccoli, cauliflower, turnips, and beets and carrots. So yeah a good end to the season.  

Hackett:

It was the beginning of the season that put the farm in a pinch. There was barely enough produce to fill the CSA boxes. Produce for farmers' markets was scarce until August. 

Josh Engel:

We're still fiscally recovering, emotionally and the well-being of our business. 

Hackett:

But the potato crops that were wiped out in 2007 by the late flood came out perfectly this season. 

Josh Engel:

Kind of oddity to get that kind of nice -- even to get your soil moisture just correct to pull potatoes at the right time. 

Hackett:

Potatoes are Driftless Organic’s signature crop. They use the potato in their logo. Because potatoes can be stored and sold over the winter, farmers count on them to provide ongoing income to put next year's crop in the ground come the spring of next year.   

Loew:

You can log on to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin and watch all of the earlier reports Art produced featuring these farmers and their ups and downs since first getting washed out in August of 2007. Again, that web address is wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Speaking of journeys, our next report features a trek our Videographer and Editor Chuck France took along the Manitowoc County leg of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. It winds throughout our state through natural scenic views and urban cultural areas.  Chuck found that the Manitowoc Two Rivers leg features both. 

Chuck France:

Take a break. Clear your mind. Escape to the Ice Age Trail in Manitowoc County. But where to start? You could start hiking a segment of the trail near lower Cato Falls. Or you could start at lower Shute Park along the Manitowoc River. A splendid hike in the fall for a photographer. You may discover an old footbridge on the Ice Age Trail heading into the City of Manitowoc. I started at the Wisconsin Maritime Museum.   

Maritime Museum Worker:

Did either of you two serve onboard ship? 

Visitor:

Yeah. 

France:

You can hike on to a submarine similar to the 28 subs built in Manitowoc During World War II. You won't find a trail guide exactly, but the tour guides know their subs. 

Tour Guide:

The periscope that's up, keep that in mind. I’ll tell you more about that when we get to the control room.

France:

Now back to our map. Starting at the Maritime Museum, the Ice Age Trail joins the Mariner’s Trail and hugs the Lake Michigan shoreline. Skate, hike, or bike up the Mariner’s Trail towards Two Rivers, but take time to stop at the West of the Lake Gardens. 

Cheryl Gorsuch:

West of the Lake Gardens, yes, it's beautiful. 

France:

Cheryl Gorsuch has helped establish the Ice Age Trail in Manitowoc County as one of the leaders of the local chapter. 

Gorsuch:

West of the Lake Gardens is a great place to stop. It's free. Beautiful flowers, fountains, and it's really well-done. Great landscaping. Got a lot of ideas myself. 

France:

The Ice Age Trail follows the Rally Point Recreation Trail from Two Rivers to pass through Point Beach State Forest, where hikers can take in 5.5 miles of shoreline. 

Guy Wilman:

There's 11 alternating ridges and swales as you go west from the lake and there's about 1,000 years in time between those – kind of a time line of history.

France:

Guy Wilman is the property manager at Point Beach State Forest. 

Wilman:

Lake Michigan, Glacial Lake, this was much higher. This is a result after the water had receded over years. They're not real impressive, tall ridges. But on either side is the wetland swale.

France:

Is this a bad year for mosquitoes? 

Wilman:

Yes. Lot of rain, and the wetland swales are full of water so we're going to have some mosquitoes here for a while. 

France:

While talking to guy, the killer mosquitoes of June 2008 found my boots appetizing.  I guess I need new hiking boots. Before long, I decided to take a lunch break back in Two Rivers.  

France:

So what's the favorite part of coming into Phil's Place? 

Phil’s Place Patron:

Phil.   [ laughter ]  

France:

The fresh lake perch brings in customers too.   

France:

Take care, guys. 

Patrons:

All right. Bye. 

France:

There's so many good choices in Two Rivers for fish or fowl sandwiches. And if a stack of pancakes or a piece of pie is needed to fuel the rest of your hike, there's M & Ms. I hope I have room for one of these after my pancakes.   

Waitress:

You're all done for the day then? 

France:

No, not quite done for the day. I want to visit a few more of my favorite spots along the Ice Age Trail in Manitowoc County. Ahh, the beach. A great place to take a break. From the mosquitoes. To play volleyball.   

Volleyball Team:

Yeah!  

France:

Fly a kite. 

Kite Flyer:

This one is about 7.5 feet, the wingspan. 

France:

Or play in the sand. And finally at the end of the day, whatever the season, you can join volunteers of the Manitowoc County Ice Age Trail Foundation and simply walk the trail.   

Loew:

You can check out more of our reports from the Ice Age National Scenic Trail on our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin,  including reports on the volunteers who build the trail and the man who had the job of designing the trail. That web address is wpt.org/InWisconsin. And that's our program for this week. Wisconsin Public Television will be offering some special programming during the next two weeks, so you won't find us back on the air until December 18. Until then, we leave you with one last taste of autumn at Council Grounds State Park in Lincoln County. For "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew. Have a safe and happy holiday weekend.   

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

