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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin."  I'm Patty Loew.  This week trek through this Menominee County forest and find out why, even though it's regularly logged, it contains more trees now than it did 100 years ago.  Discover how laid-off paper mill workers are finding new life through renewable industries.  And meet a picky Platteville pair who are a little nutty about their harvest.  We'll also take you out in the pre-dawn darkness when birders use their ears to count the invisible birds, “In Wisconsin.” 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

Washington may be infusing financial institutions with big cash, but here in Wisconsin, the big economic concern is jobs.  Our state in particular, is coming to grips with tens of thousands of lost manufacturing jobs during the last eight years.  Frederica Freyberg reports on just what the presidential candidates say they'd do to help and how some former paper mill workers in central Wisconsin are training to enter the world of "green manufacturing." 

Freyberg:

Two days before Christmas.  That's when the assembly line at general motors in Janesville shuts down for good, putting more than 2,500 workers out of a job.  The auto industry has taken the hit most recently, but layoffs in manufacturing of all sorts have become part of Wisconsin's economic landscape over the last several years.  100,000 such jobs lost since the year 2000.  The question is what the candidates for president would do about it because it's not expected to get better before it gets worse.  For example, Wisconsin's once mighty paper industry is contracting like a sweater in the dryer.  In the last decade, 11 mills have closed or consolidated.  Three in the last year.  With the closures, the loss of nearly 17,000 jobs.  

Kurt Heinen:

Everybody had anticipated maybe a machine shutting down or a department shutting down and when they came out with the whole mill shutting down, it was a big surprise, I believe, to everybody.  

Freyberg:

Kurt Heinen's surprise came Christmas-time last year when this Port Edwards paper mill announced it would close, taking 500 jobs with it.  

Heinen:

My unemployment insurance is less than half of what I was making every month, so it's tough.  You've got to make a lot of cuts and you have to sacrifice for a couple years.  

Freyberg:

Tough times perhaps like none this generation has seen call for new ideas, according to Wisconsin's former state economist.  

Terry Ludeman:

It's troubling to me, particularly as a grandfather, and as a father of children.  I hate to say this, but I may have lived through the golden age of Wisconsin unless we do something else entirely different.  

Freyberg:

Now for that something entirely different, from mid-state technical college.  

Teacher:

This is, probably out of these is probably the weakest, but it's...  

Freyberg:

Mid-state tech is in Wisconsin rapids, a city synonymous with making paper.  A city whose largest employers are paper mills, like New Page corporation, which owns six paper plants across the state and cut more than 900 jobs just this year.  

Ron Zillmer:

Right here in Wood County, you know we've lost thousands of jobs at the paper mills.  And our concern as a college, and within kind of our environmental group here is let's make certain we're helping them re-tool in something that's going to be here indefinitely.  

Teacher:

And that black surface is going to be able to absorb that solar radiation...  

Freyberg:

And so, this past fall, mid-state started Wisconsin's first two-year technical degree program in renewable energy.  

Zillmer:

We're not training bio-refinery people to make bio-diesel in their garage, we're training them to make millions of gallons of biofuels at a production facility.  The bottom line is it's going to be difficult for us to produce fuels from a primary commodity, so if we can focus on switchgrass, and cellulose, and the parts of the tree we don't make into boards or paper, and that type of thing, that really will be an enormous source for us.  

Freyberg:

Focusing on renewables, students now enrolled at mid-state include several paper mill workers who lost their jobs.  Where did it leave you?  

Jim Linzsmeirer:

Confused at first, not sure as to what I wanted to do, get a job, go on to school.  

Freyberg:

But when Jim Linzsmeirer, and others like him, learned about the new program training for green industry jobs, he signed up for class.  

John Clark:

We're looking at the possibility of between 35,000 and 50,000 new jobs being created over the next three to five years in Wisconsin in the green industry.  

Freyberg:

For job creation and stabilization, the candidates for president also favor green industry jobs.  Democratic candidate Barack Obama with more specificity than republican John McCain.  Obama says he would invest $150 billion over ten years to advance biofuels, hybrid car engines and renewable energy.  He says he would develop and deploy clean coal technology, and says he would invest in green technology training for the manufacturing workforce.  John McCain says he would commit $2 billion to advancing clean coal technologies, and wants to build 45 new nuclear power plants.  He would put in place unspecified permanent tax credits to promote wind, hydro, and solar power, and would encourage battery operated vehicles.  Economic expert Terry Ludeman says green is good, but not golden.  

Ludeman:

We're not going to all work in biofuel, we're not going to all work in green industries.  

Freyberg:

What Ludeman does see as key is trade policy, believing environmental and labor standards with our trading partners must be held to a higher standard.  For its part, the paper industry in Wisconsin has cited low priced imported paper from china as one reason for plant closings.  

Heinen:

And they're shipping all of our jobs overseas, and there is no way to stop it.  

Freyberg:

That's how many workers see it.  The candidates for president see trade and job protection this way.  John McCain is a full-out free trade advocate, and would reduce the federal corporate tax 10% to 25% to spur job growth.  Barack Obama would re-open a north American free trade agreement to toughen enforcement of environmental and labor standards, and says he would also close tax loopholes for companies that ship jobs overseas.  As for immediate help to displaced and jobless workers, both John McCain and Barack Obama would suspend the tax on unemployment benefits, and Obama would extend the benefits.  

Teacher:

And then the air passes through, it'll hit this diverter, it will flow around here...  

Freyberg:

The very people in need of that extra help, because they lost their jobs, wish they weren't in that boat, but some are working to make a lasting change, a switch to green.  

Freyberg:

Do you feel as though this is going to be an industry that will afford you more security?  

Tim Ebacher:

Yes.  

Freyberg:

More security, new jobs, things no one could dispute that Wisconsin, with its eroding manufacturing base, could use more of.    

Loew:

You can watch all of our presidential issue reports in the new "In Wisconsin Election 2008" special, which airs on the Wisconsin Channel, this Friday, October 31st at 8:00 pm.  Our election special is also streamed on WisconsinVote.org.  The site also features the "Here and Now Election 2008" special, which examines how major issues in Wisconsin may be affected depending on if the democrats or republicans win control of our state legislature.  Again, you can find both election specials streamed at WisconsinVote.org, and don't forget that on election night, you can get state and national election results at WisconsinVote.  As Frederica explained in our last report, paper mills in central Wisconsin have suffered.  But there is a sawmill in Menominee County that has seen a century of great success.  Reporter Andy Soth takes us there. 

Andy Soth:

The secret to running a successful saw mill lies in making the most of every log.  For starters, each piece of timber  is assessed on arrival.  A calculation is made of how much quality wood a log can produce.  Each log is tracked as it travels through the mill and the percentage yield of the day's run posted for all to see.  That's not the only message on the board.  

LeRoy Shawanokasic:

In the Menominee language, that means have a nice day.  

Soth:

It's in the Menominee language because this is the Menominee reservation.  The saw mill is owned and has been operated by Menominee Tribal Enterprises for 100 years.  

Shawanokasic:

The butcher blocks are made from Menominee forest wood.  

Soth:

An anniversary celebrated in October 2008.  That means for a century, MTE has provided a paycheck for Menominee mill workers, a way of life for Menominee lumbermen and a economic base for the Menominee community.  But what may be most remarkable about Menominee Tribal Enterprises' 100 years is that the mill remains surrounded by trees.  The entire reservation is one of the most densely forested parts of Wisconsin.  There are more trees today than before the mill was built.  

Adrian Miller:

At that time we had 1.3 billion feet of timber on our reservation.  We now have 1.7 -- over 1.7 billion feet.  

Soth:

Many companies credit a founder or CEO for the success.  At MTE it's Chief Oshkosh who in the 19th Century advised cutting selectively and sustainably, moving slowly from east to west.  

Shawanokasic:

When you reach the edge of the reservation, turn and cut from the setting sun to the rising sun and the trees will last forever.  

Soth:

And they have lasted.  When the other great forests of northern Wisconsin were stripped bare, this forest remained.  But not because it had been left alone.  

Marshall Pecore:

At first glance, it looks like a forest that hasn't been managed.  It's anything but that.  It's a managed forest.  

Soth :

Marshall Pecore knows.  He's managed the forest for years.  His staff determines the time to harvest each tree and tells the loggers how it should be done.  

Pecore:

The things that we do is intelligent timkering.  We don't have all the answers.  But one of the important things of tinkering is keep all the pieces.  We're trying to keep all the pieces of the forest together.  

Soth:

The sum of all those pieces is more than simply timber for the mill.  

Pecore:

The other thing we get, we just seen a couple guys ahead of us going fishing.  A pretty unique place for fishing.  Just scenic drives for the tribal members.  But it is part of their ancestrial lands.  I think seeing the forest and seeing it held intact I think has enabled the Menominee to maintain their cultural identity.  

Soth:

An identity expressed in simple ways like have a nice day in the Menominee language, or more grand, like when the mill was honored at the annual pow-wow.  

Miller:

The mill was built in 1908.  It’s quite an achievement and this is only the first 100 years.  

Soth:

The mill has already been honored with a trophy case worth of national awards for its green business practices.  And visitors from all over the world come to study their methods.  But what may be the hardest to teach is that the forest IS the Menominee people.  

Pecore:

The forest is kind of the body.  The water can be viewed as the blood going through the veins.  I think there is that relationship.  I think most Menominees feel that in their hearts.  

Loew:

Trees also play a large role in the lives of the people featured in our next report.  Reporter Liz Koerner takes us to Platteville where a father and son have a yearly ritual that has them combing through and subsequently creating local forests.  

Roger Lange:

Brandon, if I could get you to start putting the pickers in the trailer, and I'll shut the garage door.  

Liz Koerner:

Roger Lange and his son Brandon would not be insulted if you called them a little nutty.  

Roger Lange:

Want one or two pickers? 

Brandon Lange:

Two.  

Roger Lange:

All right.  

Koerner:

In fact, they have an autumn ritual that all but guarantees that the Lange family name and the word 'nuts' are used in the same sentence.  

Roger Lange:

Looks like there's quite a bit of seed here.  

Koerner:

Every year the Langes collect nuts like acorns on lawns around town using these funny-looking machines.  Pushing past each other with their pickers, at times they appear to be dancing a duet. Brandon says there's a good reason why he helps his dad every year.  

Brandon Lange:

Fun.  

Koerner:

This annual father-son adventure got started 11 years ago when Brandon was only 2.  At that age he wasn't much help, but things have certainly changed over the years.  

Roger Lange:

My helper, he's pretty ah, pretty ah invaluable.  I mean he's, he's a good hard worker.  

Koerner:

And hard work is what it's all about.  Brandon and his father start the nut picking season in mid-August, collecting their first crop under bur oak trees.  

Roger Lange:

This is bur oak.  It's an acorn from the bur oak tree. It has little curlies on the end and the seed is actually -- the cap is attached to the seed.  That's how you normally see it. I go back to the same tree every year because that's the first tree that drops.  

Koerner:

After the bur oak harvest, the Langes move on to white oak, followed by red oak, and gather a little butternut and shagbark hickory along the way.  They sell most of the nuts to the DNRs Wilson State Tree Nursery in Boscobel and earn $25 to $35 a bushel.  Roger already has a full-time job, so the cash for collecting nuts is a bonus.  Brandon said he's saving for college and a truck.  You can probably guess which comes first.  

Brandon Lange:

Truck.  

Koerner:

But their work isn't done when they pack up and head home.  That's when these pickers get picky.  They hand-sort the bur oak acorns and pick out the trash.  

Brandon Lange:

Weeds, twigs, sticks.  Anything that looks like it's junk.  

Roger Lange:

A lot of the stuff will go down through the mesh.  That's why I'm doing this.  

Koerner:

White oak and red oak acorns are easier to sort than bur oak.  They just shovel them into a big bucket of water.  

Roger Lange:

Everything with air in it will float.  It makes it nice for sorting.  We'll see how well it did.  Looks like it will still need a little bit of touch-up on it.  

Koerner:

After the Langes deliver the nuts to the DNR, they're planted in the state's tree nursery.  When the trees are 2-3 years old, the DNR sells them to the public.  Roger and Brandon show the evidence of their hard work in a private plantation just down the road from their Platteville home. The DNR estimates about a million trees are growing out of the Lange's seed collecting business. 

Roger Lange:

There’s a lot of work in this and it kind of gives you a warm fuzzy feeling like knowing I provided a lot of seed to the state.  It's a service that -- who else is going to get it done, you know? 

Loew:

Roger Lange tells us that the white oak acorns pay the best.  The DNR estimates that there are about 6-8 other collectors like the Langes that do this as a fairly serious side line to their regular jobs.  You clearly have to be passionate about nuts like the Langes to enjoy the picky work they do.  The people in our next report are just as passionate.  But instead of looking to the ground, they're gazing at the sky.  Or should we say, listening to what is in the sky.  Reporter Joanne Garrett takes us out into a Jefferson County marsh during the predawn hours to explain.  

Joanne Garrett:

It's a Wisconsin tradition.  It's a wonderful early bird adventure.  

Bird Watcher:

There's a crane.  

Bird Watcher:

Where? 

Bird Watcher:

Flying.  See it? 

Bird Watcher:

Yes.  Yes.  Right there.  Okay.  Mark that in that quadrant.  

Garrett:

It's the crane count.  The annual Midwest crane count.  

Bird Watcher:

There's one.  

Bird Watcher:

Where? 

Bird Watcher:

Over there.  

Garrett:

Once a year on a Saturday in April, for two crack-of-dawn hours, 5:30 to 7:30 AM, they count.  

Bird Watcher:

You just heard one, right? 

Bird Watcher:

Yep.  

Bird Watcher:

Great.  We've got three so far.  

Bird Watcher:

Yep.  

Garrett:

They count sandhill cranes.  Binoculars first went up on this bird back in 1976 in Columbia County.  That count was sponsored by the International Crane Foundation in Baraboo.  Now the count has been expanded to involve more than 3,000 volunteers in 100 counties in five states.  

Hallie Kirscher Henning:

I'm waking up.  

Garrett:

This early morning in Jefferson County, volunteers Hallie Kirscher Henning of Madison and her mom, Claire Kirscher joined long time friend Diane Walder of Madison and her nephew, Devon McCune. They were assigned to count four quadrants in Zelowski Marsh.  

Nolan Kollath:

That was promised a long time ago.  

Garrett:

They were guided by veteran birders, Nolan Kollath and Ed Grunder of Lake Mills.  The day starts before dawn with a quick class in crane calls.  

Ed Grunder:

Here's sandhill crane. You hear the two different tones there? That's a unison call.  

Claire Kirscher:

That means they're calling back and forth in.  

Grunder:

They're right together.  They're doing it right together.  It's a pair.  

Garrett:

It might seem a little dark to be bird watching.  

Grunder:

Hear the different tones up and down? That's not one crane.  That's two cranes.  

Garrett:

But veteran bird watchers like Kollath don't need to see the birds.  

Kirscher:

You hear that? 

Garrett: 

They ID primarily by call.  

Kollath:

That is one.  

Kirscher:

That is? 

Kollath:

Yeah.  Right there.  

Kirscher:

I'll be darn.  

Garrett:

It's a matter of listening as much as watching.  Listen to this.  What do you hear out there right now? 

Kollath:

I hear song sparrows.  I'm hearing redwing black birds.  I'm hearing grackles behind me.  That's the song sparrow again.  Killdeer.  

Garrett:

Which is why sound, the calls, the songs of the sandhills are used in addition to sightings to count the birds.  

Grunder:

Had a unison calling up there twice -- 

Devon McCune:

It's more like three times.  

Grunder:

And I got a call here.  

Kollath:

Devon is getting them all.

Garrett:

Of course, cranes fly.  So how do you count them? And count them only once? The volunteers know if they hear the crane or if they see them.  They note the time and the direction the crane is flying through each of their assigned quadrants.  The process is not completely precise.  But it does give a picture of the population of this amazing bird.  

Kollath:

Once you hear the call of the sandhill crane, it's just -- it's in your blood.  

Diane Walder:

So I look forward to that every spring, hearing the first crane.  It's very exciting.  The harbinger of spring.  

Kollath:

When I was a kid, I didn't see them.  They were hunted close to extinction.  I think I was in my 30s before I saw my first one.  I didn't know what it was and I’m a bird watcher.  I heard the call, and I didn't know what it was.  

Grunder:

It was just incredible that come back story, a success story.  The sandhill crane count had dwindled at such low numbers.  The numbers now, it's just incredible how they have come back.  

Garrett:

This bird was nearly gone in the 1930s.  It's estimated that Wisconsin had just 25 nesting pair.  With the right habitat, it's taken off.  The most recent count was over 13,000 in Wisconsin.  Habitat matters.  This place, Zelowski Marsh is a testament to that.  

Grunder:

We're looking at the incredible restoration and progress.  It was a wetland in the early 40s.  It was drained and turned into a muck farm by the Zelowski family.  It was potatoes and mint and onions that were growing here for years.  And then in 2005, it was purchased by the Madison Audubon Society.  

Garrett:

And the society set into motion this current day restoration.  Drains were closed.  Basins filled and the marshland returned.  So did the wildlife.  

Kollath:

It's just been incredible.  

Garrett:

Pre-restoration they counted 30 bird species out here.  Those numbers have soared.  

Grunder:

In 2007, it was the first year post-restoration.  We did weekly bird counts out here.  Came up with 169 species.  

Kollath:

It's a paradise.  

Grunder:

It's a big water park for birds.  

Kollath:

A paradise for wildlife and wildlife watchers like myself.  

Garrett:

A paradise reborn and ready for the next generation to take up the binoculars.  Hallie provides the final numbers.  

Kirscher Henning:

Today we saw 22 total cranes.  And then last year they only saw 18.  So we beat the new record by four.  Last year, there was five breeding pairs and this year there's seven.  It's exciting.  

Garrett:

Zelowski Marsh is part of the Southern Savannah leg of the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail.  Joanne Garrett is producing a new, hour-long special on the trail, that will air on Wisconsin Public Television in May of 2009.  In the meantime, you can watch other reports that feature stops along the bird trail.  Just go to our web site at wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Once there, you'll also find info about signing up to participate in next year's sandhill crane count.  And that's our program for this week.  Join us next time when we'll explain how people suffering from complications due to diabetes are finding sweet relief in a substance found in your supermarket.  We'll hop a train to view a bevy of birds in a very inaccessible flood-plain forest.  And we'll show you how veterans from the northern part of our state are getting long over-due recognition.  That's next week.  In the meantime, we leave you with a hike up to the highest point in Wisconsin.  It's Timm's Hill in Price County.  Enjoy and for "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew.  See you next time.  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

