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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.” I'm Patty Loew. This week find out how a land trust provides these Sun Prairie city kids with a hands-on lesson in nature, examine why this Crawford County disc jockey has taken on two extra jobs, but like many people still can't find affordable health insurance, and meet the candidates in what is shaping up to be an extremely tough battle for a congressional seat in our state. We'll also remember the work of a well known photographer who took us on a lovely journey down some of the rustic roads found in Wisconsin. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

According to 2007 figures from the US Census Bureau, about 15% of all Americans live without health insurance, so it's no surprise that health care is one of the main issues debated in this year’s presidential campaign. Reporter Art Hackett examines the health care plans put forward by John McCain and Barack Obama. Art also introduces us to a Crawford County man who is struggling to find his own solution to being uninsured. 

Art Hackett:

Most mornings 32 year old Chad Phelps with be found at a used car dealership in Prairie du Chien. 

Chad Phelps:

I’m kind of a jack of all trades. I do detailing and sales and light mechanic work here. 

Hackett:

After Chad Phelps finishes his job at the used car lot, he puts in a five hour shift at his second job. That one is at Prairie du Chien's radio station. Yet neither the radio job nor a third weekend job as a disc jockey at a nightclub provide health insurance. Phelps hasn't had health insurance for over four years. 

Phelps:

The jobs I've chosen to have just don't have that option for their employees. With my girlfriend and our two kids being -- they're all on BadgerCare and so I mean, I guess I know that they're covered so it's really more as long as they're okay, I guess I'll just kind of tough out my colds and stuff. 

Hackett:

When was the last time you had health insurance? 

Phelps:

I would say probably about four or five years ago. I worked at the Wal-Mart Supercenter here in town and had health insurance through them. 

Hackett:

Chad Phelps is one of about half a million Wisconsin residents and nearly 46 million in the United States who lack health insurance. It's no surprise that this issue comes up during the presidential debates. 

Barack Obama:

We have a moral commitment as well as an economic imperative to do something about the health care crisis that so many families are facing. 

John McCain:

As you noticed he starts talking about government. He talks about government will do this and government will do that and then government will -- and he'll impose mandates. 

Hackett:

What may be a surprise to some people is that according to the US Census Bureau, people in Chad Phelps age group, people age 18 to 35 are most likely to lack health insurance. 

Phelps:

I wouldn't be surprised if most of the people my age in Prairie du Chien. 

Linda Reivitz:

These are a lot of folks who are out of high school. They're no longer dependents living with their parents. They're in lower paying jobs which don't offer insurance. 

Hackett:

Linda Reivitz is well aware of the insurance problems faced by people in this age group. She's a former Wisconsin Secretary of Health and Social Services. She is now a lecturer in Health Policy Studies at the University of Wisconsin School of Nursing. 

Reivitz:

I think there’s a mindset that is a lot of young people are healthy. They don't see the need for insurance. They don't have a lot of disposable income and they say to themselves, I don't want to pay $200 or $300 a month. 

Hackett:

Phelps has been paying for what little medical care he's needed out of his pocket. He's faced no medical issues until a few weeks ago when he discovered an unusual mass in his groin area. 

Phelps:

I was taking a bath getting ready for work, and I was like oh that’s not supposed to be there. I've never really had any kind of broken bones. I've never been in accidents up until this point, I think I've been very, very, very lucky. This is by far kind of the scariest medical thing I've gone through so -- 

Hackett:

Here is what the two major party presidential candidates are proposing to help people like Chad Phelps. Republican candidate John McCain proposes refundable tax credits of $2,500 for a single taxpayer or $5,000 for a married couple. Those credits could be used to purchase health insurance. But workers whose health coverage is provided by their employer would see the value of their benefits counted as taxable income. The worker might be on the hook for additional income tax. McCain would also allow insurance companies to sell policies across state lines to encourage competition. 

Reivitz:

If you assume the young person is only paying a few hundred dollars a month, for example, for insurance, then that person is going to come out okay. If they have a preexisting condition, it's very possible that they will not be able to get a policy in what's called the individual market. No one will sell it to them. Senator McCain has said what I want to do is create what he calls the GAP, a guaranteed access plan which is in Wisconsin very similar to the high risk pool, and I want to help you find insurance. But again, it's likely to be quite costly. 

Hackett:

Since Phelps' jobs provide no insurance, he would face no additional income tax. Lower wage workers such as he would gain the maximum benefit from McCain's plan. Phelps says as long as he could find a plan for the amount of the credit, that would be ok. 

Phelps:

You know, since it's a credit that helps a lot, especially with the economy I'm running paycheck to paycheck paying the bills and such. If something were to happen and it's there for me to use, then by all means I would use it. 

Hackett:

Democratic candidate Barack Obama's insurance proposal would set up an insurance exchange which would offer companies and individuals a variety of insurance options. People would be guaranteed coverage regardless of preexisting conditions. 

Reivitz:

Barack Obama has more pieces to his plan. So if, for example, if it were a lower income individual, young, old, but if it were lower income individual, that person, for example, might be eligible for a public program, SHIP, Medicaid and so forth. After that what Senator Obama does is to create a national plan that either businesses or people who can't get insurance through their employer have the option of purchasing. 

Hackett:

Phelps says availability of insurance isn't what's caused problems for his employers. It's been the cost. 

Phelps:

As a small business owner, you only make so much, you know. We only have so many vehicles. We only make a little bit on each vehicle. If he was to carry health insurance on all of us, he would probably make no profit. 

Hackett:

Obama's plan requires employers to either provide health coverage or pay into a fund which would offset the costs of a publicly operated plan. Small businesses like Chad Phelps' employers would be exempt from the requirement. They would be eligible for a tax credit to cover half of the cost of their company's insurance premiums. Obama would also provide subsidies to business to offset catastrophic health care costs. Whichever candidate's plan may become law, it will be too late to help Chad Phelps with his current problem. He first sought care at a free clinic in Boscobel.  “In Wisconsin” profiled that facility last winter.  The day after we interviewed Phelps, he, his girlfriend and their 10-month-old son were at yet another free clinic in the Madison suburb of Middleton. There Phelps got good news. 

Phelps:

Nothing to worry about whatsoever. It's not -- you know, like I was saying, it's not anywhere or attached to anything that would be like cancerous or anything like that 

Hackett:

So this solves your medical problems. Still doesn't solve your insurance problems. 

Phelps:

Yes. That's definitely an issue. The free clinics are a godsend when it comes to medical issues, but I don't have insurance in case I get in an accident or something. 

Loew:

You can head to our election year online resource, WisconsinVote.org to find the policy proposals on issues like health care from all of the presidential candidates that will appear on the Wisconsin ballot for the general election. The site also features all of the election coverage we've produced this season. Again, that web address is WisconsinVote.org. We move now from the presidential race to one of our state's hottest congressional campaigns. It's the battle for Wisconsin's 8th district. That northeastern section of our state includes the cities of Green Bay and Appleton, Minocqua and Sturgeon Bay. As Frederica Freyberg reports, election night in the 8th district is bound to be a real nail-biter. 

Freyberg:

In this corner, the victor of the last matchup, democratic Congressman Steve Kagen. Entering this race with two years in Washington under his belt. Formerly a full time physician in Appleton. And in this corner the man who lost by fewer than 6,000 votes last time, former republican Speaker of the Wisconsin Assembly, John Gard. 

Michael Kraft:

This district for so long has been republican.  I like competitive elections, so what’s exciting for me is it's competitive again. 

Freyberg:

According to Political Scientist Michael Kraft, the 8th district, which includes 14 counties in northeast Wisconsin, leans republican. It was held for four terms by republican Mark Green before he ran for governor and lost. But in an expensive race two years ago for the open seat, a democrat, Steve Kagen, took it by a nose. It was so close, his challenger, John Gard, stepped up for the rematch. 

John Gard:

The contrast is so crystal clear, both in my Congressional race and in the Presidential race -- 

Freyberg:

That contrast between them may be the only thing these challengers agree on. 

Gard:

You're either going to choose the path that Steve Kagen and Barack Obama set out, higher taxes, more government, more government programs. I would argue weaker national defense and, you know -- or you can choose a different path, restrain taxation, try and re-energize the private manufacturing and private job growth and limit the role of government. 

Steve Kagen:

We are involved in an endless war over in Iraq, the occupation of Iraq. That is something I'm fighting hard to change. I'm trying to bring back higher wage jobs here to Wisconsin where they belong and I'll give you just one example. Niagara and Kimberly. As Niagara goes, as Kimberly goes, so goes our nation. We have to fix our trade laws, withdraw our forces and move them away from Iraq as soon as possible. 

Freyberg:

Obviously in these times the economy nearly drowns out other election issues. So far in this campaign, John Gard has said the big problem is the price of oil. 

Gard:

This looks like an ordinary gas pump, but for OPEC in the Middle East, it's a 24-hour cash machine that hands over $700 million...

Freyberg:

Gard’s commercials slam Kagen for voting against expanded drilling for oil. 

Gard:

I believe we should be drilling in Anwar.  I believe we should be drilling offshore. 

Kagen:

John can say whatever he wants, but I voted for the greatest increase at any one point in time in our nation's history of expanding oil drilling here in America. Not just for oil but for natural gas. 

Kagen:

There are three things we need to do to become energy independent. 

Freyberg:

Kagen does oppose drilling for oil in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge but favors drilling in other parts of that state. He voted yes in late September to lifting the quarter century ban on offshore drilling as part of a larger spending bill. For Kagen's part, he's able to tout his congressional record. He's proud of getting the federal waiver for Wisconsin's SeniorCare Prescription Drug Program and working to raise the minimum wage. Experts say it's the incumbent's advantage. 

Kraft:

It's a combination of emphasizing what I've done for you lately in my two years and what I promise to do if reelected. 

Freyberg:

But it's that record that gives John Gard his ammunition. 

Kagen:

Everywhere I go in the district, I ask people, look, I'm the hired hand. These are your tax dollars. Where do you want them spent? In the sands of Iraq or here at home? 

Freyberg:

Speaking of taxes, John Gard repeatedly says Steve Kagen voted to raise taxes by $680 billion. He's referring to Kagen's vote to allow President Bush's tax cuts to expire. Kagen is unapologetic. 

Kagen:

Well, I'm the taxpayer's best friend. I voted to repeal permanently the estate tax. That's something I think he would agree with. That's something that small business people and farmers everywhere agree with. I fought very hard to lower taxes for everybody. 62,000 households in northeast Wisconsin are paying less taxes today because I helped to prevent the AMT, the alternative minimum tax from taking effect. 

Gard:

Whether it's earmarked spending, he voted for the largest tax increase in American history, he's voted repeatedly and consistently against opening up American drilling, and I would have voted differently in each of those so people now get a better ability to judge where I am and where he is. 

Freyberg:

Those two places couldn't be more different. But political expert Michael Kraft says even in this republican leaning district, he thinks the edge goes to the democrat based on what's happened before. 

Kraft:

The historical pattern is the party that occupies the White House tends to suffer if the economy is sour or if it's the most important issue and it's not in great shape.  

Freyberg:

Kraft also says high voter turnout historically benefits democratic candidates. Still, in this district this election is considered a tossup. 

Kraft:

It's still a close race by everything that I've seen. It's hard to say, well, he won two years ago and this is a democratic year; therefore, it's a cake walk. It's never a cake walk. 

Loew:

Congressman Steve Kagen voted no on the economic bailout plan that would spend $700 billion of taxpayer money to shore up the US economy. John Gard says he would have voted the same way. As for the tightness of this race, a recent Survey USA poll put Kagen ahead of Gard by 11 points plus or minus three with three percent of voters undecided. The Gard Campaign calls this survey “unreliable.” Our next story offers a solution to a growing concern about our nation's children. Some experts have sounded an alarm that our children are experiencing what they call a nature deficit. The worry is that something precious is lost when kids no longer have wild time, time in the woods to explore or play in nature. Reporter Jo Garrett profiles a school that has found a way to provide that experience and what that means for those kids. 

Jo Garrett:

This is the Patrick Marsh Natural Resource Area. 990 acres of undeveloped land in Dane County. One of the most rapidly growing counties in the state. Yes, there's highway traffic in the distance. But there's nature of plenty and on this day, children. Patrick Marsh is also the meeting place for an after school program called the Discovery Club. The program is sponsored by the Patrick Marsh Middle School which is just one week across a field from Patrick Marsh. The Discovery Club is run by this man, Mark Smith, the seventh grade science teacher. 

Mark Smith:

The discovery club started about 11 years ago. It's still the same. It is a bunch of students that go out and monitor what's going on out at the marsh. We'll dump that in this bucket so we can see what we've got. We do water quality stuff and just make observations of the wildlife we've seen. 

Student:

Do you want the air temp? 

Smith:

Yeah. Give me the air temp, too. The data is cool. The data shows where we've been, but I really think that what they get out of it is an opportunity that they don't get at home. They get an opportunity to throw a stick and see a turtle and poke in the mud and crawl on a tree. Really an opportunity just to kind of be a kid and explore and I think that's the best part of being at Patrick Marsh and being in Discovery Club. Look at the toad. 

Garrett:

But Patrick Marsh faces pressures. Take a look at a map. Those 990 acres are what the county and others would like to see protected from future development to keep the marsh and surrounding water shed in good shape. But so far, only about 300 acres are actually preserved, the DNR owns some, the County owns some more and here's another key partner, they've saved the area in red. That's the work of the local land trust of Dane County. It's called the Natural Heritage Land Trust. 

Smith:

The land trust started getting involved and said, well, you know what? We can pick up a piece over here and there was 55 acres here and 27 here and they really have been coming together to kind of bring the puzzle together and so now, the land trust has about -- I believe about 100 acres total. 

Garrett:

And the land, this living lab, is invaluable to teachers like Mark Smith. 

Smith:

When I sit here in the classroom and I talk about prairies and I talk about wetlands and talk about forests, it is -- it is just pictures in a book. Unless I can have the opportunity to take the kids out and show it to them. Ok. Awesome. Show them where the fox lives. 

Student:

We've seen the fox. 

Student:

We saw the fox in and out of it. It looks like he's been digging in there. He's digging more. 

Student:

Renovating. 

Smith:

The land trust is just doing so much for me to make my job easier. Since we're so close, we have just a fantastic resource that we can't ignore. We have to get the kids out there. And get them to see it. There he goes. Careful. Don't step on him. 

Student:

Ok. Everyone watch out. A toad is coming this way. 

Discovery Club Member:

I've been going here since the start of the year.  I persuaded my brother to go here.  And I just love being out here. 

Discovery Club Member:

It's just really fun learning about nature and going out in the water and catching stuff. 

Discovery Club Member:

You can find animals tracks and get to see feathers, different bugs. 

Garrett:

Many of us no longer grow up in nature. The club an access to this wild place, provides that experience for these children. Recently, Smith participated in a schoolwide survey, that looked at how the students got to school. The results? 

Smith:

After a week of checking the kids out to find out how many of my 29 kids were walking or riding the bus or getting a car ride, out of an entire week, only four trips were taken on a bike. Not a single kid walked. About half of those kids took a bus and the other half were picked up so really, almost none of my students ever get an opportunity just to even be outdoors. Just walking to school. Kids today, they even said that in their backyard, they're like, oh, we don't have any of this stuff in my backyard. I don't have any big trees in my backyard. I don't have the creek. I don't have weeds. My backyard is, you know, mowed and trimmed and we're not allowed to climb the trees. It's just an opportunity that there's a place that is different and it's wild and it's exciting 

Smith:

That's cool. I don't know. My first thought is it's from the oriole. It could be a female oriole. 

Smith:

I just think there's like a window of time we need to get out and see these things and you've got to have these opportunities. I wish that even if the future when schools are sited that a whole connection to the land would be made. I just think in planning in the future, what a great opportunity. Save a green space for your kids. 

Garrett:

Aldo Leopold, the father of America's conservation movement once voiced similar sentiments. Leopold wrote, I am glad I shall never be young without wild country to be young in. Of what avail are 40 freedoms, without a blank spot on the map. 

Smith:

These are the tree swallows and so they're the ones that you see flying around. 

Garrett:

A blank spot on the map filled with wonder. 

Smith:

So we'll keep tracking them. Maybe they'll hatch before school is out. 

Student:

Mr. Smith, our robin eggs in the garage hatched. 

Garrett:

A blank spot that the Natural Heritage Land Trust hopes to grow piece by piece into the future. 

Smith:

There's a tree swallow up there. 

Loew:

Teacher Mark Smith tells us that the Discovery Club is going strong, studying birds and will turn its attention to amphibians in the spring. There's a treasure trove of scenic beauty in Wisconsin. And one of the most wonderful ways to see those treasures is through Wisconsin's Rustic Road system. It was authorized by the legislature in 1973 to preserve Wisconsin's scenic, lightly traveled country roads. The goal is to go slow, you can't go more than 45 miles an hour on a rustic road. 

Bob Rashid:

Get in the car and slow down. 

Loew:

In 1996 Wisconsin Public Television hooked up with photographer Bob Rashid who was creating a book on the state's rustic road system. Bob's book became the inspiration for a documentary that we produced. It was a hit, in large measure due to Bob's great idea and, of course, his beautiful book of photos. Bob Rashid passed away suddenly on October 9. He was working on a book about Wisconsin Sturgeon at the time of his death. We leave you tonight with an exerpt from the 1996 documentary, Wisconsin's Rustic Roads. A bit of our journey with Bob. For in Wisconsin, I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Rashid:

I like the way the light is going across the snow and I like those little tracks. 

Garrett:

He found a world of sites to explore on these roads and along the way, his passion for the rustic roads turned into a project, a labor of love. 

Rashid:

I drive back roads a lot when I go places, and I remember I was going up north, and I had come across a couple of these roads and I had driven down rustic roads before and always seem to come away with a good photograph, so I just decided I was going to drive them all and just make that be my project. I was going to drive them all. 

Garrett:

He has shot them all and in all seasons. Wisconsin as it once was. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

