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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week hike through a remarkable section of old growth forest in Oconto County for an up-close visit to a rookery of Great Blue Herons. Jump into the virtual world of these Middleton video game designers and discover how they create the magic of movement, and find out how a battle over land use rights has transformed this woman into the Erin Brokovich of Polk County. We'll also talk with author David Maraniss about why student activism and politics seem to mix so differently today compared to the 1960s "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute. Providing cancer research, education and treatment for people throughout Wisconsin.  UW Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, cancer care for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

Loew:

The old adage “not in my backyard” is getting a workout in the Polk County Community of Laketown. A construction company wants to open a rock blasting mine and quarry in what is now a quiet rural setting. As Frederica Freyberg reports, some nearby neighbors are fighting back. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Mark Gustofson moved to this corner of northern Polk County for the quiet. 

Mark Gustofson:

The worst thing is just the peaceful setting I'm going to lose. They say it won't be that noisy, but I think it is going to be plenty noisy. 

Freyberg:

The noise Gustofson worries about would come from a proposed mine and quarry, a highway construction company wants to locate here. What the road builders are after at this site in Laketown Township is what is called trap rock. The big hill behind Gustofson's house is made of it. 

Perry Atterholt:

We'll be taking the basalt or the hard rock and that material can be used in hot mix asphalt, concrete material, base course material that goes underneath the roads, it can be used landscape products. 

Freyberg:

As in other hard rock quarries, there will be blasting and crushing and trucking of the material. 

Atterholt:

The two areas we'll be quarrying are two 80 acre parcels. 80 acres here in the north and 80 acres on the west. 

Freyberg:

Mathy Construction has contracts to work on highways in the vicinity and says having a quarry nearby reduces expenses. 

Atterholt:

If you don't have any resources available, they are going to come from somewhere. Obviously there is a cost to that. 

Freyberg:

Company Cice President Perry Atterholt says the taxpayer's bill for building and fixing highways would increase if construction companies cannot get materials locally. But Mark Gustofson and two of his neighbors say the cost benefit of turning this wilde acreage into a trap rock mine should not trump nature's landscape. 

Jean Schermer:

I think road development has taken precedence for too long now and it's time to talk, to stop and talk about everything that is as important as roads. 

Freyberg:

The neighbors took us to the top of what locals call Iver's Mountain, what contractors could soon be blasting away at. 

Jessica King:

I think this particular site is just overwhelmingly beautiful. Besides us talking I can't hear a thing except the leaves rustling and the occasional bug landing. It gives you time to connect with the earth. 

Freyberg:

But as beautiful as it may be, Mathy Construction bought and owns the acreage and has readily complied with existing state and county regulations. Regulations including state air and water permits and a county permit requiring specific cleanup and restoration after the mine closes. But according to the Land and Water Resources Director for Polk County, how the company plans to use the land has not been subject to local regulations because they don't exist. The town where the mountain sits is un-zoned. 

Tim Ritten:

Pick a land use you might not like next to you, a racetrack, or shooting range or a strip club. There is a lot of possibilities. And each of those would have some degree of regulation if you had zoning. As in this case, for example, with that non-metallic mine, it would have had to obtain a conditional use permit. Well, then a lot of criteria could be reviewed. Things like dust and noise and vibration and traffic, things like that. That's exactly what zoning would review and look at. Well, you don't have that without zoning. 

Freyberg:

As it is, none of that is regulated?

Ritten:

Correct. 

Freyberg:

Tim Ritten said the reason some towns in Wisconsin lack zoning is because often people in the towns don't want it. 

Ritten:

People that don't want to be told what to do. They don't want government regulation to any great degree. A lot of people don't like the idea they have to go get a building permit if they want to build a garage, or if they want to do something. 

Freyberg:

In this case, nearby residents thought there was such zoning in their town. 

King:

This is a big wake up call. 

Freyberg:

When this wake up call came, Jessica King answered. She's the mother of four young children, farms the family property with her husband, and now is making it her mission to prevent the trap rock quarry from going in behind her house. It takes babysitters and waiting until nap time, but King pours through county ordinances, state statute books and even supreme court rulings. Already her work has resulted in delaying the project. She says she's going for broke. 

King:

Somewhat around the township I’ve been called Erin Brokovich. I laugh it off. In a way I feel like that, but I feel empowered that if she was able to take on a huge chemical company that I, we can take on a construction company. 

Freyberg:

What can you say to the people in Laketown who are particularly disturbed by the prospect of your operation going in? 

Atterholt:

Well, we hope to work with them. We will try to address all their concerns that they have. And we'll continue to do that for the life of the quarry. 

Freyberg:

And the life of the quarry is anticipated to be 70 to 80 years. That's how long the company expects to be taking trap rock out of it. At that time the quarry would be turned back to nature under the county's reclamation rules. The company says when it's done with the trap rock quarry in Laketown, it would look something like this old Mathy limestone quarry in La Crosse County which is now a nature conservancy.

Atterholt:

I just hope once they see our operation and how we do things, the perception maybe won't be as bad as they think. 

Freyberg:

For Jessica King, 70 or 80 years is too long to wait, and that's why she's fighting now. 

King:

I'm doing it for my kids and the next generation. They're looking at reclaiming when my grandchildren will be around. My kids might not even see this reclaimed. That's scary. 

Atterholt:

Mother nature puts this stuff. We don't -- we go wherever mother nature puts it and sometimes if it's in their backyard people don't want it, but it's okay to be in somebody else's backyard. 

Loew:

This dispute could end up in court. Jessica King uncovered a violation of the open meetings law which allowed the town board to take a new vote approving a two-year moratorium on mining in Laketown. The town board believes the moratorium will buy time to develop a zoning plan. The company tells us that the moratorium doesn't apply to this project. We'll keep you posted. Wisconsin citizens have a history of challenging the establishment and one of the better known periods of protest took place back in 1968 when the eyes of the nation were fixed on the UW-Madison campus and the unrest caused by the Vietnam War. Flash forward 40 years and our nation is immersed in yet another war while again gearing up to elect a new president. But as Andy Soth reports there is one striking difference when you compare the events of 1968 to 2008. The actions and reactions of our state's youngest voters. 

Andy Soth:

Classes have just begun at the University of Wisconsin. On a quiet sunny day like this, it's hard to imagine that this corner of campus was once the sight of bloody riots. But four decades ago, the era of civil disobedience and protest was kicked off when students occupied the commerce building to protest Dow Chemical's role in the Vietnam War. It is documented in David Maraniss's book They Marched Into Sunlight. 

David Maraniss:

I was a freshman at Wisconsin that fall.  That Dow demonstration crystalized for me sort of the culture when I saw standing on the sides of that event when I saw the police comes in and saw heads come out bloodied, I realized that something was changing in the country. 

Soth:

In the time leading up to the 1968 election, most Americans had turned against the war in Vietnam and support for the President was at a historic low. In 2008, attitudes toward the war in Iraq and the President match those of 40 years ago. Yet the UW and other campuses are quiet. To explore why this is we went back to the site of those anti-war protests.  We brought along an iPod loaded with this footage from the late 60s. 

Soth:

what do you think? 

Brian Hubick:

It's crazy. 

Danny Gordon:

Pretty intense. 

Soth:

You recognize where it's from? 

Danny Gordon:

Right here, right? 

Student:

Yeah. 

Student:

Wow, that's crazy. 

Soth:

To these students today this form of aggressive political action seems difficult to comprehend. Former student activist and Madison Mayor Paul Soglin has an explanation. 

Paul Soglin:

It's unfortunate to say it this way, but if there was a draft, we would have opposition in the streets. 

Maddy Gibson:

I don't think many people are feeling the effects of the war so they're not trying to get involved as much. 

Maraniss:

Most movements are a combination of idealism and self-interest and that self-interest of the draft forced everybody to think about the war in a more visceral way every day. 

Soth:

The fact that there is no military draft today is likely one reason why young people are not so visibly engaged as they were in political activism as they were in the Vietnam era, but not the only one.

Maraniss:

In many other ways this generation is equally idealistic or more so than ours was and that it’s unfair to characterize them as lazy or disinterested or apolitical.  I think that the forces of culture have changed, and it takes a different direction. 

Soth:

One way culture has changed is how protest is viewed. 

Gordon:

There are a lot more effective ways to show their opposition nowadays. 

Heidi Herschede:

Street protesting and things like that it seems to me were somewhat new and radical and had a higher effect. 

Soglin:

The newness that was brought into people's living rooms in the 1960s is clearly gone. 

Soth:

If fact, when there is street protest today like at the recent political conventions, it's largely ignored by mainstream news organizations but can be found on youtube readily. The whole world of communications has changed. And that change has, in turn, changed how young people become politically involved. 

Danny Spirn:

I would argue there are different ways to approach what student activism means. 

Soth:

UW Student Danny Spirn writes a popular campus blog, the Critical Badger. 

Spirn:

Certain things like the blogosphere is a 21st Century form of political activism where students can get engaged in their dorm rooms wearing their pajamas.  They can talk about things they think is important. 

Soth:

Through these web logs, anyone with internet access can have a voice in political discussion. It is not limited to young people. 

Soglin:

The internet provides all of us an opportunity. Every night I can log on, write a post for my blog. 40 years ago it would be a press conference. 

Soth:

But the growth in blogging does not mean political activity has become limited to people home alone in their pajamas. Other new technology used by young people is quickly being adapted for political use. So-called social media popular with young people. Sites like facebook were created for groups of friends to stay connected, but the potential to connect with candidates and causes is being quickly realized. Texts from cell phones are another rapidly growing technology used for political communication. 

Maraniss:

Today the generational change is linked directly to the technology. The youth vote is potentially very powerful. That means candidates who want to get that vote will be using all the new tools young people use to communicate with each other. 

Herschede:

Youtube and texting and things like that you know perhaps that's our form of engagement and we're not taking to the streets and getting beaten by police. 

Loew:

In 2004, 65% of young voters in Wisconsin cast a ballot. That's the second highest turnout rate nationwide. Our next report allows us just for a while to leave behind the real world of war, politics and the economy and instead drop into the virtual world of video gaming. Producer Alex Andre takes us on a behind the scenes tour of the nuts and bolts that go into creating fantasy at the internationally known computer game software company, Raven Software.  

Brian Raffel:

Raven software is developer of games on many different platforms. Both PC and console. We build everything that is in the game. We build the arc, the levels, the sound and music and things like that. The whole process in order to make a video game is very multi-tiered. We have a motion capturer.  We have cinematic department now that takes care of all the cinematics. The difficult part of this industry is you have so many creative forces you have to line up with sound, music, scanning. 

David Peng:

If you're going to go for stylized photo realistic motions like a movie style adventure game or sports title, then you're going to want to use motion capture.  If you had an animated, and I needed to do a photo real walk cycle of a human it would take hours, most likely take days, but if you want to do a game that has hundreds or thousands of those motions, best way to do it is to get somebody in a suit and motion capture them because we can take that same walk cycle and turn it around in a few hours. The markers, it’s a phone marker with a velcro base and it is covered in scotchguard which is basically reflective tape. When you shine a flashlight on them they give you this white hot one inch ball of light. They have 28 cameras. They are emitting the red spectrum of light, the infrared. There is a little black and white camera right in the middle. It starts out on a piece of paper and we say we want this character to do this in the scene. Basically, you know, we'll look at it on paper and then decide how much we can capture, if we can capture it safely. Most cases action caption has two different uses. One is for cinematics. You can use it as a storytelling tool. The other half is more of a technical side. That's where actual interactive play of driving the character.  

Kevin Schilder:

When a game is created it's done in different parts and pieces. Until the audio department gets involved in it nothing you see on screen is going to make any sense. So whatever you're going to hear, we’re responsible for that. Without any audio on it we're looking at something like this where we see a movie and we see characters moving and doing things in here. The character walking around in the world actually should have some footsteps. And sound effects, voices of characters. And finally, to give it a little mood and atmosphere we need a music track behind it. I think the most awesome feeling is when you create something new that really didn't exist before. Whatever we're dreaming, whatever we're trying to envision, we just need to find the objects or the assets that will help us make it. 

Michael Abell:

We take scans of different objects within the real world, and it allows our artists to have to build less on the computer. The types that we use are either structured light scanners or laser scanners. They go at a wavelength of 390 nanometers and it sends out patterns of light waves and the laser light goes out, comes back in and is received in the camera and then there is processing that goes on. To make the three dimensional scan we will take each separate scan and using the software overlay them and create one scan. We can do a face scan in ten seconds' time to a complete scan of an object in -- if it's large, say an automobile, it would take about two hours. For me coming in and seeing new things created that have never existed before is my favorite part of my job. 

Raffel:

That's really what kind of inspires me is I love working with other creative people on fun projects. That's what I get up in the morning and look forward to coming to work about.  I’m a video game addict.  It's what got me in trouble when I was younger. 

Abell:

I probably play close to 15 hours a week. 

Schilder:

Maybe six to ten hours a week. 

Peng:

When I was in school it was like four hours a day. 

Abell:

I also still play Dungeons and Dragons, on paper and pencil.

Loew:

Ah, Dungeons and Dragons, it’s good to see the old school gaming still goes on.  We'll hop back out of the virtual world now in order to hit the trail. The Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail. Producer Jo Garrett takes us on a stretch that winds through Nicolet National Forest. One of the stops along the way is a spot called Cathedral Pines. Not only does it feature one of our state's most breathtaking stands of old growth forest, it is also the venue for an avian symphony of sound. 

Rookery Specialist:

This is on an old growth forest here.  They’re over 200 years old. They’re about 125 feet tall on average. That's the herons. The noise they make. The chicks are going to be begging for food. The adult birds are going to call to each other.  This place here is called a rookery. It has heron nests in it. A Great Blue Heron is the largest in North America, and he’s about four feet tall. They like to nest in the tallest trees they can find. They show up here in mid April to May for nesting to begin and then between September and October they migrate down to Central America, Mexico and the Gulf states where they spend the winter.  They mate for life.  They'll return to the same rookery year after year. We have about 85 nests. That's 170 herons. That's a lot of herons and if they each have a couple of chicks it's a lot of birds up there. They can have anywhere from one to two chicks up to four or five. How many chicks survive depends on what the food supply is like that year. They don't know how much food they'll get. They'll lay all the eggs they can. If there isn't enough food the older stronger chicks will push the weaker ones out of the nest. They probably want to get out here May, June or July. July is most active because the chicks are older and you can see them hanging out in the nest. By August the rookery is quiet. They are very fierce. They'll use their beak to stab a predator if they can reach them. The taller the tree is, the more advanced warning they have there is a predator trying to get up there. That's why they choose the tallest trees they can find and nest in big groups so that way there is always one parent on the lookout for the predators like fischer, eagles or bears. The main self-defense is to vomit on intruders and even the chicks will do that. Over time the herons in whatever place they choose for a rookery will end up killing the trees because of their acidic droppings. Here the herons are moving their nests closer to the trail system every year as the trees they were nesting in start to decline and die. You can see them right off the trails. I don't know of anyplace elsewhere there is a heron rookery right on a trail. There are others around but they're usually way back someplace you can hike into. Here you can hike along a nice little trail. 

Trail Walker:

It's something else to hear them chatter up there. They must have a regular conversation with each other, huh? 

Trail Walker:

When they jabber like that. This is quite something, this area right here, isn't it? All them pines. So nice and straight. 

Loew:

You can go to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin to get directions to Cathedral Pines State Natural Area. You can also watch more reports featuring other stops along the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail. We have an update now on an issue we reported on extensively last season. Wolves in Wisconsin. Just this week, a federal judge placed the Wisconsin population of wolves back on the endangered species list. The Western Great Lakes Gray Wolf was taken off the list back in March of 2007. But this week's ruling says wolves cannot be delisted in one part of the country while still endangered in other areas. Management of Wisconsin's wolves now reverts back to the US Fish and Wildlife Service leaving the State DNR without authority to kill problem wolves or issue permits to landowners to shoot wolves that attack livestock or pets. Currently our state's population of wolves is estimated at about 550 animals, exceeding the DNR’s target goal of 350. We'll bring you a report next week about how a Rice Lake farmer is coping with repeatedly losing livestock to wolves and we'll also compare costs with a Jefferson County stay at home mom who hopes the next president will bring down rising prices. And we'll meet a Madison photo journalist who traveled half a world away to track down children he first photographed 25 years ago. That's next week. In the meantime, we leave you to enjoy the pallet of autumn color found in Florence County's Wild Rivers Forest. For "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. See you next time.  

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute. Providing cancer research, education and treatment for people throughout Wisconsin.  UW Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, cancer care for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

