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Original Air Date: Thursday, September 25, 2008   

Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week we head to Lincoln County to discover why designing a hiking trail is more than just creating a pretty path. We'll also hit the campaign trail with some Appleton candidates who are part of a very tight race for party control of our state government. And Wisconsin isn't only known for beer anymore. Fine wine is on the menu when we make our way to Brown County for this fall harvest. We'll also take a tour of the Powell Marsh Wildlife area in Vilas County, home to a stunning display of some of the prettiest wildflowers you'll find "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

If you've lived here a while, you know Wisconsin is home to many fabulous places to enjoy the outdoors. One of our best is more than 1,000 miles long, really curvy and one of only eight found in the US.  It's the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and it follows the leading edge of the last glacier that covered our state some 10,000 years ago. Construction of the trail is still underway, and it goes on year round. But it is no weekend bushwhacking project as reporter Jo Garrett found when she took to the trail with the project's lead designer. 

Jo Garrett:

There are many ways to take in our state, and foot travel is one of the finest. And one of our finest and certainly our longest trail is the National Scenic Ice Age Trail. It winds for some 1200 miles across Wisconsin. Hiker Tim Malzahn of Lodi explains. 

Tim Malzahn:

The shape represents the furthest advance of a continental glacier that only receded about 10,000 years ago. 

Garrett:

What was left after that last glacier retreated is a geological bonanza. Wisconsin is one of the best places in the world to view the effects of glaciers on a landscape. It's the mission of the Ice Age Trail to showcase that amazing natural story. In addition, it provides a fabulous hike across our state. 

Malzahn:

So I just wanted to explore Wisconsin. And I can't think of a better way to do it than with the Ice Age Trail. I didn't expect to fall in love with it and still be involved with it 17 years later. But so it goes. 

Garrett:

Malzahn hiked the whole trail some 17 years ago. But understand that the whole trail is not all finished trail. The ultimate goal is to have 1200 miles of uninterrupted scenic trail. So far, they've finished around 600. In those places where the trail is not finished, they often route it along local roads. The goal of the non-profit Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation is to replace those road segments with real trail. To that end, they're always acquiring new land and building new trail to get to that 1200 mile goal which is where Malzahn comes in. 

Malzahn:

Feels pretty good. 

Loew:

His walk about has become a kind of professional vision quest. For hiker Malzahn is now one of the foundation's five paid staffers and his primary job is designing new trail. We caught up with him on two very different places on the trail. This newly completed section in the Timberland Wilderness in Lincoln County and here in the heart of winter in the City of Baraboo where he's mid- designing. Marking, making the decisions, tons of decisions about where a new chunk of trail will go. 

Molzahn:

Why now? Why winter? 

Garrett:

It's important to note that there are only eight national scenic trails in the entire country. So Wisconsin's Ice Age Trail is in the same league as the powerhouse Appalachian and Pacific Crest trails. 

Malzahn:

We're to be the elite of the national trails of what America has to offer for hiking trails. 

Garrett:

So the standards are high. So what does it take to make this kind of trail? 

Malzahn:

A rule of thumb is 100 hours of trail lay-out and design time for a mile of trail. 

Garrett:

What does Malzahn see and what does he consider in creating trail? 

Malzahn:

Everything from rain to rock, soils, geology, geography, slopes, off-site pressures. Other user groups with an interest in the property.  Are there commercial ventures, logging, mining, agricultural production. 

Garrett:

Those are some of the myriad of elements Malzahn must contend with. But the most important element, of course, is to wind the trail past glacial landforms like this one. It’s a kettle lake in Kettle Moraine State Park. The challenge is to wind the trail past those landforms that tell the story of glacial action in Wisconsin and do it in a way to keep the walker looking at the landforms and not at their feet. 

Malzahn:

My introduction to the Ice Age Trail was as a hiker. I'm listening to my feet in terms of how I'm moving through the landscape. Am I tripping over rocks? It's how the feet feel as you move. 

Garrett:

Great trail isn't about the shortest distance between two points. It's about an experience and curves are welcome. 

Malzahn:

Undulation and meander, those are key terms that help to provide variety, a sense of playfulness, surprise, mystery to a trail alignment and that's our movement through the landscapes. 

Garrett:

The goal is to move the walker through the landscape in the most interesting way possible to avoid what trail designers call pud. 

Malzahn:

A pud, it stands for a pointless up and down. 

Garrett:

The goal is to find a vareity of view sheds.  What’s a view shed?

Malzahn

A view shed is a scenic view. This is kind of a window here. One of the goals with trail alignment is to go through different rooms to vary the pace that users will experience. Just as you would move through a building, say if I'm coming over to your house and I come into the entrance room and that's one experience, and then say we go to the kitchen, that's going to be a whole other function. 

Garrett:

The glaciers created more than just these view sheds. They also carved out our physical resources. And those resources have shaped our state's social history. That's part of the ice age trail, too. 

Malzahn:

We have the glacial landforms and a very rich human history that has nestled into the land over the course of many years here to interpret. 

Garrett:

Here is an example. This lovely bridge that ties into our state's rail and timber history. You'll find it on the Timberland Wilderness section way back in the woods. It was designed and built by Malzahn and volunteers. 

Malzahn:

The trail route through here comes off an ice wall lake plain to forested hilly topography and meets with what is -- what we see is a former narrow gauge railroad bed that was used around the turn of the century to extract timber from this part of the northwoods. So if you can imagine teams of horses and men creating first this rail bed through the environment, the effort was mind-boggling. 

Garrett:

To honor that history they handcrafted this bridge from logs harvested from the nearby forest. Extra effort to make the experience on the ice age trail just a little bit better. 

Malzahn:

This adds a little bit more sizzle to it. 

Garrett:

Nearly 20 years after he first traveled this trail, Malzahn is still leaving his imprint on Wisconsin's Ice Age Trail. 

Malzahn:

It's an absolute gem. It is a treasure and it gives back to me more than I think what I can ever give back to it. So I hope to be involved in the Ice Age Trail for another 17 or 27 years or however long we've got left to walk. 

Loew:

If you head to our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin, you'll find information about the trail, including maps. You'll also find a report that shows what it's like to be one of the volunteers who build the trail. If you'd like to help shape the trail, October 16-19 volunteers will be working on building the Baraboo section of the trail that Jo mentioned in her report. You can find information on how to preregister as a volunteer on our website. Our next report takes us from the hiking trail to the campaign trail. This election year the biggest story in state politics is the battle for control of our state legislature. Currently both the Assembly and Senate are held by very narrow margins and depending on whether the democrats or republicans win the majority in both houses, both parties have big legislative plans. Plans that will directly affect the lives of every Wisconsin citizen. Reporter Art Hackett talked with party leaders about what we might expect and spent time with two Appleton candidates for Assembly as they translated the party message into a plea for votes. 

Jo Egelhoff:

Here is a wave. Here is a wave and a smile. 

Art Hackett:

The day after the primary election locked in the November 4th match-ups the candidates in Appleton's 57th State Assembly District were hitting the streets. Penny Bernard Schaber is the democrat.

Penny Schaber:

I'm Penny, and I'm running for State Assembly. 

Hackett:

This is her second attempt at winning the 57th District. 

Schaber:

I decided to run for this office in 2006. I did that when I noticed the current incumbent had not been opposed for eight years and I just decided I didn't like that idea. I thought it was important we had contested elections. 

Hackett:

Jo Egelhoff is the republican. 

Announcer:

She's running for the republican seat in the State Assembly in the upcoming election. 

Hackett:

In Egelhoff's case, she was also hitting the runway, modeling an outfit before a women's group. You have to go where the voters are. 

Egelhoff:

I've been involved in my community for the 17 years we've been here and have been involved in policy making but more importantly have worked hard for my constituents as a city council person and fought for Appleton's taxpayers, and it made complete sense to consider fighting for Appleton’s taxpayers in Madison as well. 

Hackett:

Appleton's 57th Assembly District is one of about a dozen republican-held seats democrats have their eye on in the November elections. If just three of those seats can be flipped from one party to the other, democrats will hold control of both houses of the state legislature. 

Dennis Dresang:

Since 1946, we've really had a very competitive two-party state. 

Hackett:

Political Scientist Dennis Dresang says it's been rare for one party to control the Wisconsin State House for a long period of time. 

Dresang:

We have had the shift going from one party to another in the Assembly, the Senate, the Governor's Office. 

Hackett:

In the 57th District, both candidates are veterans when it comes to civic activity. Egelhoff is a former dietitian who served 12 years on the Appleton City Council. She has a ready group of supporters to help her with her campaign. Schaber is a physical therapist who headed the Sierra Club Chapter in the Fox Valley. 

Schaber:

I think statewide we could look at expanding recycling capacity. 

Hackett:

She spent the evening after the primary at a meeting of the league of conservation voters. While Assembly candidates Schaber and Egelhoff drum up votes in Appleton, 100 miles to the south in Madison, Assembly leaders like democrat Mark Pocan merge local races into a statewide strategy. 

Mark Pocan:

Literally from the last election we've been recruiting people that were well-known in their community with good connections and good politics and have been working at it ever since. 

Hackett:

He has put together a list of the districts his party is targeting. 

Pocan:

When you find out there are 22 republican representatives in their district both Governor Doyle and Russ Feingold got a majority of votes, we know that they can go democratic.

Hackett:

Of those there are about a dozen seats where Pocan considers the chances very good. The 57th District is high on that list because there is no republican incumbent. Assembly Speaker Mike Huebsch is Pocan’s republican counterpart. 

Mike Huebsch:

Somewhere in the neighborhood of between 25 and 30 are truly in play as far as seats we could win, seats that they could win, seats that we both need to keep an eye on. One thing I don't think the democrats have had to do for quite some time is defend seats, and I put those numbers into my calculations as well. There are about 8 to 10 of their seats that we legitimately have an opportunity to go back and win and so while I'm looking at the 10 to 12 to 15 that I need to defend, I'm also looking at 10 as well as three or four opens that I need to take a look at. 

Hackett:

The party leaders have a stake in the outcome of each of the 99 local Assembly elections. Having the majority means you can move your agenda during the budget session. The budget is the one bill that is almost guaranteed to be a party line vote. If democrats gain control of the Assembly here is what they want to do. 

Pocan:

I think one would be job creation in a smart way. That’s taking advantage of going into alternatives in green energy and the jobs that are created in Wisconsin. Investing in higher education for creating new jobs. We've had a bad record of healthcare in this legislature. We want to make sure autism is covered and make sure we expand pools to small businesses so that  more small businesses can offer health insurance and I think government reform. The fact that this last legislative session was so unproductive in the Assembly. We only met 25 days. Fewer than any state in the country. Got very little done. 

Hackett:

Huebsch says republicans can reform healthcare, too, without tax increases. 

Huebsch:

We worked with the Governor on some things such as Badger Care Plus to make sure that we had fewer uninsured in the state, making us one of the best states in the nation. We need to go further and make sure that individuals and families and businesses are able to afford the healthcare that they have for their employees and for their family members and really turn over more of the control of that and decision making to the people who are making and paying the bills. 

Hackett:

If Jo Egelhoff manages to help hold the fort for the republicans, Dresang predicts it will mean little in the grand scheme of things. 

Dresang:

Probably not much because they have a democratic governor they have to face inevitably, and it is not likely that even if they take over control they're going to have the capacity to override vetoes, but they will push the governor on taxes, no question about that. 

Hackett:

If the election of Penny Bernard Schaber in the 57th turns out to be the one district that tips the balance toward the democrats. 

Dresang:

One of the things we'll probably see is healthcare reform. It's not – the governor has a little bit different approach to healthcare reform than some of the legislators do, but there is a more democratic kind of approach. I think we'll see more issues in terms of environment. Environmental issues. It is probably going to be the case that the University will fare a bit better. 

Hackett:

As the candidates campaign, they carry their party's agenda with them. Of the nine bullet points on republican candidate Jo Egelhoff’s flyer, six refer to taxes. 

Egelhoff:

The leading issue is jobs, jobs, economic development. And what’s the situation with taxes.  The environment to promote jobs and growth in Appleton and throughout the state must be right. And when that has to do with taxes and the regulatory environment and the fiscal situation in Madison, it all comes back to jobs. 

Hackett:

Democratic candidate Schaber's brochure sure mentions tax relief only once. 

Schaber:

I think taxes are an important issue but I think taxes are tied into all the other issues that we have and that be healthcare and jobs and the economy. Taxes are part of that. Taxes are not the sole reason that people elect people to office and I think we need to get away from the focus of just the tax system because we have to look at what we get for our taxes and how we can be a strong community because of what we get from our taxes. 

Hackett:

Schaber goes into the general election campaign with more than a two to one advantage in terms of cash on hand. But since it's hard to campaign over the television airwaves in an area the size of an Assembly District, the candidates will mainly be running a ground level campaign knocking on doors and otherwise getting their name out before the voters. 

Loew:

You can find the full uncut interviews Art did with both of the Appleton candidates, as well as interviews with representatives Pocan and Huebsch on our website. As this election year continues, you'll be able to find all our election issue reports streamed on our site. We're approaching fall harvest time which may bring visions of farmers harvesting Wisconsin-grown corn, soybeans or wheat. How about grapes? As reporter Andy Soth discovered, while our state has been known for its cherry and cranberry-based wines, more and more Wisconsin wine makers are now growing and harvesting their own grapes. 

Andy Soth:

It's a sunny fall day and dozens of people have turned out for an annual grape harvest. 

Steve DeBaker:

These people come as volunteers. They sign up during the year. They just want to be part of our extended wine family. 

Soth:

That family is headed by Steve DeBaker. 

DeBaker:

That's a nice cluster of grapes there. 

Soth:

Owner of Trout Springs Winery in the unexpected location of northeast Wisconsin. When he first planted vines in 1995, DeBaker says his neighbors thought he was crazy. 

DeBaker:

You're out there with your little drill auger and augering them in and planting all these grapes and people right next to the road would stop and go what in the heck are you doing? And when you tell them we're planting grapes, they look at you like you're from another planet. You're doing what? What are you, nuts? 

Soth:

Now neighbors show up to bring in the harvest. 

DeBaker:

Part of what they do is in that wine. Without these people that are helping us today, there is no way that we could -- there is no way we could get all this stuff done to make the wine. 

Soth:

It is labor these volunteers give in exchange for a meal and the pride of having their own local winery. 

DeBaker:

You know it's funny since we started people will say, they'll bring other people and say this is our winery right in our back yard. It's like they're claiming it as their own. 

Soth:

The opportunity to have a winery in your backyard is increasing in Wisconsin. There are over 30 wineries across the state that make up the Wisconsin Winery Association. And of those, more than half had their start after the year 2000. Many state wineries specialize in fruit wines using Wisconsin grown apples, cherries and cranberries. Some make traditional wine but exclusively use grapes imported from California or other more established growing regions. But an increasing number are, like Trout Springs, making wine primarily from Wisconsin-grown grapes. Something Glen Spurgeon has done since 1981. 

Glen Spurgeon:

We're producing wines for midwestern tastes. 

Soth:

Spurgeon Vineyards has done well by catering to Wisconsin’s taste for sweeter wines, becoming one of the states’s largest wineries. They distribute their goods to restaurants and liquor stores throughout the region. Trout Springs is much smaller. Selling primarily on-site in its tasting room. Both wineries are benefiting from a recent consumer trend. 

Spurgeon:

One of the key things nowadays is buy local. A lot of people are doing that. 

Wine Taster:

That was delicious. 

Soth:

Quivey's Grove in Fitchburg features a number of Wisconsin wines. 

Craig Kuenning:

More and more people are just being aware of buying local and buying local products and staying closer to home and just realizing that if we can make wine here and it's good, why not drink that rather than something that is brought in from Argentina. 

Soth:

Most of the local wine Quivey’s serves is from the nearby Wollersheim Winery. The only state winery actually located in an officially recognized wine-growing area, an american viticultural area, the Lake Wisconsin AVA. Names like Napa and Sonoma are the most famous California AVAs, and the state has about 100 others. But Wisconsin has just one. DeBaker would like to see his region receive an AVA. Trout Springs sits on a geologic formation called the Niagara Escarpment which extends from Lake Winnebago, to the shores of Lake Huron. It’s a recognized wine growing region in Ontario and upstate New York. DeBaker says that geology contributes to the wine's flavor, what the French call, --. 

DeBaker:

Because we sit on the Niagara Escarpment, there is dolomite, rock and there is porous soils and so when they talk about the -- of where grapes are grown, that’s what you’re experienceing.  You're experiencing those minerals, and that special soil that's here and that's what you're experiencing. 

Soth:

Being in an official viticultural region allows wine makers to sell what’s known as an estate wine. 

DeBaker:

Making an estate wine is grapes that are grown and processed on site, bottled.  In other words, they never leave the site and so even though we do that here, until we have our AVA, we can't put that on our bottle. 

Soth:

Being officially recognized as a viticultural area wouldn’t only benefit trout springs, but also benefit other current and future northeast Wisconsin grape growers. 

DeBaker:

We definitely want to see it spread. There is two or three new wineries that have sprung up right in our immediate 30 mile vicinity over the last couple three years and so we definitely want to see it grow. 

Soth:

In the opposite corner of the state, Glenn Spurgeon also sees opportunity with more wineries open. 

Spurgeon:

If you have one winery, you have a place where tourists will stop in. When you get a region with two or three or four or several wineries in that region then you become a destination. 

Soth:

While it's still a small industry, Wisconsin wineries are raising a glass to a hopeful future. 

DeBaker:

Every winery and every wine maker has their own style, and so it's fine. There is room for everyone. 

Loew:

Andy Soth's harvest visit to Trout Springs Winery happened last fall. This year's harvest was cancelled because of a June frost that nipped the grapevines in the bud, so to speak. But the DeBakers tell us they still feel confident about wine making in northeastern Wisconsin, as do others, a new winery opened this year just ten miles from Trout Springs. And that's our show for this week. Join us next time when we take you to a remarkable section of old growth forest in Oconto County for an up-close visit to an accessible rookery of Great Blue Herons. We'll jump into the virtual world of video game designers show you the secrets of how they create those latest games.  And we’ll examine why the mix of presidential politics and public reaction to our nation being at war is playing out very differently today in 2008 than it did in the 1968. That's next week. In the meantime, we leave you with a trip to the Powell Marsh Wildlife Area in Vilas County where one of the best collections of wildflowers in our state grow. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

