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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.” I'm Patty Loew. This week, find out how this couple is coping after getting hit with a one- two punch, the loss of their home and jobs, all in one month. 

Laurie Jackowski:

I don't have a whole lot of tears left, they're all in there. 

Dave Jackowski:

They come pretty easy still though.  

Loew:

Travel to Lake Delton to see how residents and town officials are hoping to put the pieces of their town back together.  And while this Sauk County man avoided the recent flooding, find out how he weathered an earlier storm over the right to open a big cat sanctuary.  We’ll also take you to one of the gems in our state trail system and bring you updates to some of last week’s flood related reports.  That’s all ahead “In Wisconsin.” 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

In a few places across the state, flood water has still not receded and the damage total is yet unknown.  For one couple we met along the way, the future is clouded not just by murky flood water, but by sudden job loss. As Frederica Freyberg reports, first the pair learned their employer, General Motors, would close its Janesville plant. Then the high water closed in. 

Frederica Freyberg:

House after house under water, by now a familiar sight. 

Dave Jackowski:

You see it on TV, but it's a whole lot different to live it. 

Freyberg:

Dave and Laurie Jackowski have been living it since the water started rising Friday the 13th.

Dave Jackowski:

It just kept coming up.  It just seemed like it was never going to stop and when you finally thought maybe you had it under control, the wind would blow 30 miles per hour. 

Freyberg:

The sight of their dream home in watery ruins still stuns the couple.  It has been weeks since the Rock River started rising and days since it finally crested early this week, forcing them to evacuate.

Laurie Jackowski:

I just keep saying I want to go home, you know, I do.  All my beautiful – all the painting that we did, and the wall papering and just making it ours.  It hurts, it hurts a lot.

Freyberg:

And this was the second major blow in as many weeks for Lori and Dave Jackowski. They are both employees at the GM plant in Janesville. General Motors announced earlier this month it would close the plant due to slow SUV sales. 

Laurie Jackowski:

I planned on working for a couple years yet because I’m too young to retire. And we weren’t quite done paying for the house.  You have to be very careful when you walk because the floor is uneven.

Freyberg:

Dirty water is knee deep in the Jackowski’s house, a house they rehabbed from top to bottom, inside and out. Two good-paying jobs helped finance the work until now. 

Laurie Jackowski:

Everything was going good until these two big double whammies. We’ve kind of dealt with it. A lot of tears, and a lot of laughter. 

Dave Jackowski:

You either sit down and cry or you start laughing. 

Laurie Jackowksi:

The single whammy, flood devastation, is going to be work enough for the 10,000 people who live around Lake Koshkonong, one of the largest lakes in the state. 

Brian Christianson:

Private wells are jeopardized right now, even when the water does recede, which we are thinking probably closer to labor day, with the municipal systems we have dumping raw sewage in here, it will create all kinds of contamination and odor issues. Private septic systems now all have to be rechecked. I mentioned the well systems now.  People are going to have to test their drinking water. It's exponential. If it's not one thing, it's another which relates to another.

Laurie Jackowski:

Keep going, doing what you have to do to survive. 

Freyberg:

For Laurie and Dave Jackowski, establishing new careers outside the GM plant is taking a back seat to their immediate problems, and they can't get started on clean-up until the water goes down. Even insurance adjustors can't assess damage until the way into the property isn't by boat. 

Laurie Jackowski:

I don't know what I did to mother nature, but it must not have been good. I feel like lately, this whole world is tilted in the wrong direction because it seems like everything is bad, you know, the economy is bad, the water is bad, people are starving. There's floods and typhoons and tornadoes. Is it going to stop? You know, are they going to tilt it back the way it should be. 

Freyberg:

The world may be listing right now for flood victims and especially for victims of both the flood and the economy, but Dave and Laurie Jackowski say they know how to roll up their sleeves. 

Dave Jackowski:

We are not afraid of the work. 

Freyberg:

This couple says though not dealt the hand they expected, they are prepared to start over at home and in the work force. 

Loew:

The Jackowskis say they do feel fortunate in some ways. Dave took a buyout from GM.  Although they both need to keep working, Lori is eligable to retire. While the Jackowskis still cope with standing flood water, others in the state are beginning the long clean up process. Two and a half weeks after a flood weakened embankment collapsed, sending water from Lake Delton into the Wisconsin River, the process of reconstruction began this week. Art Hackett reports that although the project is on an expedited schedule there are numerous legal and engineering issues that still must be resolved.  

Art Hackett:

On Monday there was still a swift stream of water through the gash in Lake Delton’s north shore.  There was also still a gap in County Highway A, the gap is growing wider as more soil collapses into the breach. The first of those two after after-affects of June 9th’s catastrophic flood was being remedied this week. 

Tom Diehl:

What they're working on now out in the stream bed is to divert the water from the breach to the dam. 

Hackett:

What is called Lake Delton is actually a dammed-up river, Dell Creek. Before the events of June 9th, the creek flowed through a dam into the Wisconsin River. The dam held, the lake’s north wall did not.  When the wall failed, water began flowing through a new channel. To return the creek to its original path through the dam, an excavator on tracked pontoons waded in deep muck cutting a shallow ditch. A second machine in the middle of the lake arranged huge rocks to divert the creek's flow back towards the dam. When this work is done, the 300 foot wide breach which prevents refilling the lake will still be there. Breach is a word which we and other news organizations used as a verb to describe what happened on June 9th. As it turns out, legally speaking, it was an avulsion. 

Richard Petershack:

Avulsion is a situation where there is a sudden and dramatic change in the course of the body of water, in this case more likely than not what we'll call a river. 

Hackett:

Legally it wasn't a lake that moved, it was the river that runs through it. The legal definition of what happened is one of many that will come into play as Lake Delton is refilled. There is also the definition of the structure which will carry the new Highway A and at the same time allow the lake to be refilled. The design of that embankment to replace the natural feature wiped out by the avulsion is on hold until the diversion project is complete. 

Andrew Morton:

That will allow the area where the dam or where the County A used to be to dry out and they'll do geo-technical analysis and look at the soils and look at how they will go about reconstructing an embankment which will at this time serve as a road and function as a dam, as another dam. 

Hackett:

DNR Lower Basin Supervisor Andrew Morton is choosing his words carefully because even though the structure may be native earth, rock or some other material, it will still legally be a dam. 

Morton:

It will be built to withstand the 1,000 year flood event. Structures like this associated with dams will need to be built to that standard. 

Hackett:

The complexity of these engineering questions explains why Lake Delton residents were disappointed when the village board met on Monday. Many in the crowd expected quick action, among them Wally Bochenczak, his resort, the Thunderbird, has lost all but a handful of its guests. 

Wally Bochenczak:

I was hoping there was going to be a presentation of construction. That was my impression that three plans were going to be submitted today. One would be selected by the village in whatever end that they were supposed to be involved in. 

Diehl:

It's totally in the hands of the Department of Transportation who are taking that whole part of the program. 

Hackett:

The Department of Transportation will pay for the project out of state and federal highway funds. But we're not just talking about a highway. Over there where you see the buckled asphalt is the driveway of one of the three houses which was swept completely downstream. Over to my right are what remains of the two houses that you saw from the other side over and over again on the day the lake opened up. The people who owned those five homes are also upset with the slow pace towards resolution. They too are victims of the overflow or if you remember our earlier legal lesson, the avulsion. As the river contained  in the lake sought a new path, it cut Don Kubenik’s home in half. 

Don Kubenik:

Nothing has been decided yet.  It's all in the hands of the DOT right now, the DNR.  When they make their decisions we'll know. 

Hackett:

Attorney Richard Petershack says the law as it pertains to avulsions is clear if not comforting. 

Petershack:

The boundaries of the land that they own remain the boundaries. What happened was that the volume of soil that was within those boundaries has gone down. It dropped. 

Hackett:

If the state builds a dam only wide enough to hold the highway right-of-way, the land where Don's Kubenik’s house once stood will be under water and all navigable water in Wisconsin belongs to the state. 

Morton:

The lake bed is owned privately because it was an impounded body of water. The water is the state's responsibility and the state’s property but the lake bed actually is privately owned. 

Kubenik:

We asked about it, but nobody has any answers yet and that’s somewhat fair. It has been fairly early in the investigation. They're doing their investigation of it and we'll have to live with their decision, I guess. 

Hackett:

The goal is to have the lake refilled by spring. It can't come soon enough for owners of resorts along the lake. 

Loew:

Art Hackett will bring us updates as the rebuilding process continues. In the meantime you can find a number of resources on our website including information for homeowners about FEMA assistance and clean up concerns like mold contamination. Our website can be found at wpt.org/inwisconsin.

Loew:

Last week we took you to Gays Mills, the Crawford County town overwhelmed with flood waters twice in ten months. The community met on June 17th to discuss the idea of moving the entire town to higher ground. 

Gays Mills Resident:

For anyone who wants to stay in this community and rebuild, I salute you, your tenacity is outstanding. I, for one, cannot go through another event like this. 

Loew:

Town officials tell us they met again on June 23rd and agreed to request a feasibility study from the Army Corps of Engineers on what it would take to relocate the town. 

Loew:

Last week we also brought you scenes in from the flood inundated town of Milton in Rock County. While some residents chose to evacuate their homes in the light of rising water, some homeowners like Tom Sherman put off leaving and were eventually trapped by the high water. 

Tom Sherman:

Now the water is kind of deep so I really can't get through the water. I suppose I will have to stay unless they come get me. 

Loew:

We checked back with Sherman and he told us he safely stuck it out and is now watching the water finally, slowly recede. Over in Sauk County, less than 20 miles from Lake Delton, the Village of Rock Springs also got hit by flood water. The Village Clerk tells us that water reached the community’s rooftops. One village resident, Jeff Kozlowski told us he feels lucky to have avoided any flood damage. Kozlowski is located on a hilltop where he runs a sanctuary for big  cats.  While he dodged the flood water, Producer Liz Keorner explains that Kozlowski but he recently weathered a legal storm over the right to keep his sanctuary open.  

Liz Koerner:

Lions, tigers and leopards are living a life of leisure at the Wisconsin Big Cat Rescue and Education Center in Sauk County. Jeff Kozlowski runs the rescue which provides a home to more than 20 large cats. 

Jeff Kozlowski:

Come here. Come here.  

Koerner:

Wisconsin doesn't have statewide laws regulating these big cats. But recently some counties have passed ordinances that limit or prohibit owning these potentially  dangerous animals. 

Kozlowski:

Add meat, add attitude.

[ growling ]  

Koerner:

Sauk County created this type of ordinance in January of 2005. It was this ordinance that kicked off a two-year journey for the county, Kozlowski, and his nearest neighbors. 

Joe Lally:

That’s what we want to do with the ordinance is stress that if you do want to have an animal holding facility, you come in and be up front with it and not surprise the neighborhood with some dangerous animals. 

Koerner:

In early 2005, Sauk County officials told Kozlowski that in order to get a permit he needed liability insurance. At the time, Kozlowski only owned four cats. 

Kozlowski

When we made a deal with the county, the deal was if we obtained the insurance that they asked for, that they would issue us the permit. 

Koerner:

So Kozlowski got liability insurance.  But even though his permit hadn't been approved, in October of 2005, he adopted 12 more large cats, animals that had been confiscated by the Indiana DNR.  They had to place the cats by a certain time or they were going to start dartin 'em. They were going to be put down. 

Koerner:

Not long after that Kozlowski adopted six more big cats, bringing the total to more than 20.  In early 2006, after county officials learned about the additional animals, they became concerned about public safety. The county felt the cages for the original four cats were structurally sound but questioned the cages he built for the new animals. Both sides hired engineering consultants.               

Lally:

We had an engineering firm come out and evaluate the cages at the property and it turned out to be some questionable issues on structural strength. 

Kozlowski:

That fencing came from a buffalo farm.  Now if the DNR licensed the guy, which it did, for a buffalo farm, if it can hold back buffalo, how is it not going to hold back something that weighs a quarter of what a buffalo weighs? 

Koerner:

Sauk County's Dangerous Animal Ordinance also requires that animals be kept on land that's zoned for them.  At the time, Kozlowski lived in the town of Excelsior in an agricultural zone that allows single family homes. 

Steve Sorenson:

Under that zoning district they allow, again, livestock. And our office didn't view the cats as livestock.

Koerner:

Kozlowski said he didn't know the agriculture zone didn't include his cats. He felt the county should have told him from the beginning that zoning was a problem.   

Kozlowski:

They said nothing about the zoning. They didn't come up with the zoning issue ‘til like two or three months later. I think part of the problem was he was our initial application for dangerous animals and that, maybe the standards were there, but they weren't stressed, maybe, properly to begin with.  

Koerner:

Re-zoning became the holy grail for Kozlowski. In order to stay where he was, he needed to convince the local Township of Excelsior to re-zone the land. Towns and villages like Excelsior have authority over land use within their borders. 

Sorenson:

The first step in getting that re-zone is going to the local town where he's located and asking the town fathers if he can have this use at this location.

Koerner:

After a contentious public meeting in April of 2006, the Excelsior Town Board turned down Kozlowski's re-zoning request. Within days the county sent Kozlowski a violation notice and an abatement order. 

Sorenson:

It was basically given to Jeff that either he take out permits, or we're going to shut him down. And the county gave him a deadline. 

Koerner:

This action marked the beginning of a protracted battle between the county and Kozlowski, which included taking him to court. In the meantime, Kozlowski searched for a legal residence for the cats. He found it only a few miles away. The Village of Rock Springs, also in Sauk County, voted to grant Kozlowski's Big Cat Rescue Center a permit.  Again, the village has authority that supercedes the county ordinance. 

Harlan Behnke:

Rock springs is a logical place. It has, it needs to grow and needs to get a visitor presence. 

Koerner:

A private loan made it possible for Kozlowski to purchase land and construct new facilities. He moved the cats in the Summer of 2007, and is planning to open to the public offering tours for a fee. And while not everyone in Rock Springs is comfortable with the cats, Behnke says a lot of effort went into addressing those concerns. 

Behnke:

This was designed and it took at least five or six meetings with the village board and a 40-item agreement between the two before we let them come in here. 

Koerner:

It took more than two years for Sauk County and Kozlowski to resolve their conflict over the new ordinance. 

Sorenson:

It's just terribly a slow process because of the public hearings involved and the local input. All of it takes time. 

Koerner:

After this experience, Sauk County officials recommend that all counties take a look at what may be a growing trend. 

Sorenson:

Exotic animals are becoming more prevalent and either consider them or adopt an ordinance not to have them. 

Loew:

Kozlowski has now satisfied all of the conditions for a village permit and has received approval to open his center to the public.

Loew:

Large areas of the state have been hit hard by flood damage, but state tourism officials are encouraging people to help local economies by making in-state vacation plans.  Producer Joanne Garrett tells us that one option you might want to consider is to hit the trail.  

Terry Mesche:

It’s better than heaven.  This is a beautiful trail. 

Joanne Garrett:

The Chippewa River State Trail, a thirty mile treasure with a trail-head and six and a half miles of trail in Pepin County. Terry Mesche is the Economic Development Coordinator for Pepin County, and one of the  biggest proponents behind the Pepin part of the trail. 

Mesche:

This is the trail-head to the southwest end of the Chippewa River State Trail, which stretches 30 miles from downtown Durand to Phoenix Park in downtown Eau Claire.   

Garrett:

Wanna take a trip?   Follow the Cub Scouts of Tiger Pack Seven, based in Durand. This Chippewa River State Trail is what's called a rail to trail. Most of it lies on the bed of an old  Milwaukee Road Railroad Line, built in 1882 and abandoned nearly 100 years later, in 1980. Efforts to secure and build this trail have taken years, over 15 years, and in fact, they’re just finishing up. The trail was first built as a gravel trail.  With county funds and government grants and private donations, they've stepped it up – gone gravel to blacktop. 

Mesche

One of the benefits to a hard surface blacktop or pavement is that you open it up to more than just bicycles. 

Garrett:

And the trail is more than just a means of travel, because a quality trail equals tourists and tourist dollars. 

Mesche:

So if each visitor spends $10, let's say we have 10,000 visitors, then we have $100,000. If we have $50 per visitor, then you are talking $50,000 that is new money coming from in from outside and being spent here and it stays here. It's like, wow, this is big money that can happen for us. Eco-tourism is a big catchphrase now and we are in a unique spot. The heart of the lower Chippewa River natural area. You will see swamp lands, flood plain hardwood forests, a canopy of woods that overgrow the trail.  It’s very aesthetic.

Garrett:

Aesthetic, and potentially, quite a trip.  For the Chippewa River State Trail hooks up with the state’s Red Cedar Trail. Eventually, it will join up with the state’s Old Abe Trail.  Start in Durand and that's 70 miles of trail to travel. When it comes to trails, Wisconsin wins.

Bridgett Brown:

We are number one in the nation in terms of mileage for rails to trails. 

Garrett:

Bridgett Brown is the State Trails Coordinator for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

Brown:

We have about 2,000 miles of rail/trail here in Wisconsin. 

Garrett:

That's just rail/trail. There are literally thousands of other miles of trails in the state with a variety of ways to travel outside in nature. Whether that be Tiger Pack Seven taking the first journey into the natural world. Or veterans who hit the trail every day. 

Garrett:

A great place to walk, a great way to take in Pepin County. 

Loew:

You can find out more information about our state’s trail system by going to our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. And if you’re on the hunt for other natural areas to visit, you could check out our state parks.  Devil's Lake, the state’s busiest park just reopened late this week after being closed for a few weeks due to flood damage. We leave you with a pre-flood look at that park. And for "In Wisconsin" I’m Patty Loew. Have a great week.  

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. UW Health, healthcare for the greater good. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

